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MIT DEAR FRIEND, | 
F all the various ingredients that com- 
poſe the uſctul and neceſſary. art of 
pleaſing, no one is ſo effectual and 
; engagings as that gentleneſs, that douceur of 
countenance and manners, to which:you are 
no ſtranger, though (God knows why) a ſworn 
eneniy. Other people rake great pains to 
conceal, or diſguiſe, their natural imperſec- 
tions: ſome, by the make of their clothes, and 
other arts, endeavour to conceal the defects 
of their ſhape; women, who unfortunately 
have natural bad complexions, lay on good 
ones; and both men and women, upon whom 
unkind nature has inflicted. a furlineſs and 
"You. .. . 
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2 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


| ferocity of countenance, do at leaſt all they 


can, though often without ſucceſs, to ſoften 
and mitigate it; they affect douceur, and aim 


at ſmiles, though often in the attempt, like 


the Devil in Milton, they grin horribly a 
ghaſtly ſmile. But you are the only perſon I. 
ever knew, in the whole courſe of my life, 


who not only diſdain, but abſolutely reject 
and diſguiſe, a great advantage that nature has 
kindly granted. You ealtly gueſs I meart 


countenance ; for ſhe has given you a very plea- 


ſing one: but you beg to be excuſed, you 
will not accept it; on the contrary, take lin- 
gular pains to put on the moſt Fune/te, forbid- 


ing, and unpleaſing one, that can poſlibly be 


| imagined. This one would think impoſſible; 
but you know it to be true. If you imagine 
that it gives you a manly, thoughtful, and 
deciſive air, as ſome, though very few, of your 


countrymen do, you are molt exceedingly miſ- 
taken; for it is at beſt the air of a German 


_ corporal, part of whoſe exerciſe it is look 
ferce, and to blaſemeer-op. You will ſay, 
perhaps, What! am I always to be ſtudying 


my countenance, in order to wear this dou- 
ceur? J anſwer, No; do it but for a fortnight, 


and you never will have occaſion to think of 
it more. Take but half the pains to recover 
the countenance that nature gave you, that 


you 
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you muſt have taken to diſguiſe and deform it 
as you have, and the buſineſs will be done. 
Accuſtom your eyes to a certain ſoftneſs, of 
which they are very capable, and your face to 
ſmiles, which become it more than moſt faces 


I know. Give all your motions, too, an air 
of douceur, which is directly the reverſe of 
their preſent celerity and rapidity. I wiſh. 
you would adopt a little of Pair du Couvent 


(you very.well know what I mean) to a certain 


degree; it has ſomething extremely engaging; 


there is a mixture of benevolence, affection, 


and unction, in it: it is frequently really fin- 
cere, but is: almoſt always thought ſo, and 
coniequently pleaſing. Will you call this 
trouble? It will not be half an hour's trouble 

to you in a week's time. But ſuppoſe it be, 

pray tell me, why did you give yourſelf the 

trouble of learning to dance ſo well as you 


do? It is neither a religious, moral, or civil 


duty. You muſt own, that you didd it theu 


ſingly to pleaſe, and you were in the right 
on't. Why do you wear fine clothes, and 


cur] your hair? Both are troubleſome; lank 
locks, and plain flimſy rags, are much eaſier. 
This then you alſo do in order to pleaſe, and 
you do very right. But then, for God's ſake, 
reaſon and act conſequentially; and endeavour 
to pleaſe in other things too, {till more efſen+ 
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tial, and without which the trouble you have | 
taken in thoſe is wholly thrown away. You 
ſhow your dancing, perhaps, fix times a- year 
at moſt; but you ſhow your countenance, 
and your common motions, every day, and all 
day. Which then, I appeal to yourſelf, ought 
you to think of the molt, and care to render 
eaſy, graceful, and engaging ? Douceur of 
countenance and geſture, can alone make 
them ſo? You are by no means ill - natured; 
and would you then molt unjuſtly be reckoned 
ſo ? Yet your common countenance intimates, 
and would make any body who did not know 
you believe it. A prepos of this; I mult tell 
you what was faid the other day to a fine lady 
whom you know, who is very good - natured 
in truth, but whoſe common countenance 
implies ill- nature, even to brutality. It was 
Mifs H——n, Lady M—y's nice, whom you 
have ſeen both at Blackheath and at Lady 
Hervey's. Lady My was ſaying to me that 
you had a very engaging countenance when 
vou had a mind to it, but that you had not 
always that mind; upon which Miſs H 
ſaid, that ſhe liked your countenance beſt 


when it was as glum as her own. Why then, 
replied Lady My, you two ſhould marry 
for, while you both wear your worſt counte- 
n. nobody elle will venture on either 
of | 
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| | of you; and they call her now Mrs Stanhope. 

3 To complete this douceur of countenance and 

b motions, which I ſo earneſtly recommend to 

| you, you ſhould carry it alſo to your expreſ- | 

| ſions and manner of thinking: mettez y tous 

ours de PaffeRueux de Ponftion; take the gen- 

tle, the favourable, the indulgent, fide of moſt. 
queſtions. T own, that the manly and ſub- 
lime John Trott, your countryman,. ſeldom. 

does; but, to ſhow his ſpirit and deciſion, 
takes the rough and harſh fide, which he ge- 
nerally adorns with an oath, to ſeem more 
formidable. This he only thinks fine; for, to 

do John juſtice, he is commonly as good - na- 
tured as any body. Theſe are among the many 

little things which you have not, and I have 
lived long enough in the world to know of 
what infinite conſequence they are, in the 
courſe of life. Reaſon then, Lrepeat it again, 
within yourſelf conſequentially; and let not the 
pains you have taken, and ſtill take, to pleaſe 
in ſome things, be a pure perte, by your ne- 
gligence of, and inattention to, others of much 
leſs trouble and much more conſequence. 

I have been of late much engaged, or rather 

bewildered, in Oriental hiſtory, particularly | 
that of the Jews, ſince the deſtruct on of their | 
temple, and their diſperſion by Titus; but the 
confuſion and uncertainty of the whole, and 
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the monſtrous extravagancies and falſehoods. 
of the greateſt part ol it, diſguſted me ex- 
tremely. Their Thalmud, their Miſchnay 
their Targums, and other traditions and wri- 
tings of their Rabbins and Doctors, who were 
moſt of them Cabaliſts, are really more extra- 
vagant and abſurd, if poſſible, than all that 
you have read in Comte de Gabalis; and in- 
deed; moſt of his ſtuff is taken from them. 
Take this ſample of their nonfenſe, which is 
trayſmitted in the writings of one of their moſt 
| conſiderable Rabbins. « One Abas Saul, a 
man of ten feet high, was digging a grave, 
and happened to find the eye of Goliah, in 
which he thought proper to bury himſelf; and 


ſo he did, all but his head, which the Giant's 
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eye was unfortunately not quite deep enough 
to receive.“ This, I affure you, is the moſt 
modeſt lie of ten thouſand. I have alſo read 
the Turkiſh Hiſtory; which, excepting the re- 
ligious part, is not fabulous, though very 
poſſibly not true. For the Turks, having no 
notion of letters, and being, even by their re- 
ligion, forbid the ufe of them, except for 
reading and tranſcribing the Koran; they have 
no hiſtorians of their own, nor any authentic 
records or memorials. for other hiſtorians to 
work upon : ſo that what hiſtories we have of 
that country, are written by foreigners ; 3 28 
| Flatina, 
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Platina, Sir Paul Rycaut, Prince Cantemir, 
&c. or elſe ſnatches only of particular and ſhort 
periods, by ſome who happened to reſide there 
at thoſe times; ſuch as Buſbequius, whom I 
have juſt finiſhed. I like him, as far as he 
goes, much the beſt of any of them: but then 
his account is, properly, only an account of _ 
his own embaſly, from the Emperor Charles 
the V® to Solyman the Magnificent. How- 
ever, there he gives, epiſodically, the beſt ac- 
count I know, of the cuſtoms and manners of 
the Turks, and of the nature of that govern- 
ment, which is a moſt extraordinary one. 
For, deſpotic as it always ſeems, and ſome- 
times is, it is in truth-a military republic; and 
the real power reſides in the Janiſſaries; who 
ſometimes order their Sultan to ſtrangle his 
Vizir, and ſometimes the Vizir to depoſe or 


ſtrangle his Sultan, according as they happen 


to be angry at the one or the other. Town, P 
am glad that the capital ſtrangler thould, in 


his turn, be frangle-able, and now and then 


ſtrangled : for I know of no brute ſo fierce, 
nor criminal ſo guilty, as the creature called 

a Sovereign, whether King, Sultan, or Sophy, 
who thinks himſelf, either by divine or hu— 


man right, veſted with an abſolute power of 


deſtroying his fellow-creatures ; or who, with- 
out inquiring into his right, lawlekzly exerts 
| that 


8 LORD CHESTERFIBLD's 
| that power. The moſt excuſable of all thoſe 


times; only his ſnout is ſhorter, and his ears 
longer, than Sultan's. He has alſo the ac- 
© quired knowledge of Sultan; and I am apt to 
think that he ſtudied under the ſame maſter at 
Paris. His habit, and his white band, ſhow 
him to be an Eccleſiaſtic; and his begging, 


human -monſters are the Turks, whoſe reli- 
gion teaches them inevitable fataliſm. A pro- 
pos of the Turks; my Loyola, I pretend, is 


ſuperior to your Sultan. Perhaps you think | 
this impoſſible, and wonder who this Loyola 


is Know then, that I have had a Barber 
brought me from France, ſo exactly like Sul- 
tan, that he has been miſtaken for him ſeveral 


which he does very earneſtly, proves him to be 
of a Mendieant order; which, added to his 


- flattery and inſinuation, make him ſuppoſed to 


be a Jeſuit, and have acquired him the name 


of Loyola. I muſt not omit roo, that, when 
he breaks wind, he ſmells exactly like Sultan. 


I do not yet hear one jot the better for all my 
bathings and pumpings, though I have been. 


here already full half my time; I conſequently 


go very little into company, being very little 
fit for any. I hope you keep company enough 


ſeor us both; you will get more by that, than 


I ſhall by all my reading. I read ſingly to 


amuſe myſelf, aud fill up my time, of which 
N 1 bare 


aw po 1 BA „ has. oa aA 0 


W 


1 


KI * 'T T.E R CCLXVIL 
. London, November the 20, 1783. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


WO mails are now due fins: Holland, 


receive mine with ſome profit; preferring al- 


ways your advantage to my own pleaſure. 
If you find yourſelf well ſettled and natu- 


ralized at Manheim, ſtay tbere ſome time, 
and do not leave a certain for an uncertain 


good: but if you think you ſhall be as well, 


or better, eſtabliſhed at Munich, go there ag 
ſoon as you pleaſe; and if difappointed, you 


can always return to Manbeim. I mentioned, 


in a ſormer letter, your paffing the Carnival 


Jat Berlin, which, Itbink, may be both ufeiul 
and pleaſing to you: however, do as you will; 


but jet me know what, you reſolve. That 


King and that country nave, and will have, 
TW "POO" * 
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] have too much; but you have two much 

better reaſons for going into company, Plea- 
ſure and Profit. May you find a great deal of 
mn ina hen deal of N Adieu. 


fo that J have no letter from you to ac- 
knowledge; but that, you know by long ex- 
perience, does not hinder my writing to you: 
I always receive your letters with pleaſure; 
but I mean, and endeavour, that you ſhould 
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ſo great a ſhare in the affairs of Europe, that 
they are well worth being thoroughly known, 
Whether, where you are now, or ever may 
be hereafter, you ſpeak French, German, or 
Engliſh moſt, I earneſtly recommend to you 
a particular attention to the propriety and ele- 
gancy of your ſtyle: employ the beſt words 
you can ſind in the language, avoid cacophony, 
and make your periods as harmonious as you 
can. I need not, J am ſure, tell you, what 
you muſt often have felt, how much the ele- 
gancy of diction adorns the beſt thoughts, and 
palliates the worſt. In the Houſe of Com- 
mons, it is almoſt every thing; and indeed, 
in every aſſembly, whether public or private. 
Words, which are the dreſs of thoughts, de- 
ſerve, ſurely, more care than clothes, which 
are only the dreſs of the perſon, and which, 
however, ought to have their ſhare” of attens | 
tion. If you attend to your ſtyle, in any one 
language, it will give you an habit of atrend- 
ing to it in every other; and if once you ſpeak 
either French or German very elegantly, you 
will afterwards ſpeak much the better Engliſh 
for it. I repeat it to you again, for at leaſt 
the thouſandth time; Exert your whole atten« 
tion now in acquiring the ornamental parts 
of character. People know very little of the 
world, and talk nonſenſe, when they talk of 
plain- 


us % Ae 
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plainneſs and ſolidity unadorned; they will 
do in nothing: mankind has been long out of 


| a ſtate of nature, and the golden age of native 
fimplicity will never return. Whether for the 


better or the worſe, no matter; but we are 
refined; and plain manners, plain dreſs, and 
plain diction, would as little do in life, as 
acorns, herbage, and the water of the neigh- 
bouring ſpring, would do at table. Some 


people ate juſt come, who interrupt me in 


15 middle of my ſermon z fo good night. 
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L E T K E R Seim. 

BE ondon, November WE x6th, 11783. 

My DEAR FRIEND, | 
TWINE doings at Manheim! if one may 
give credit to the weekly. hiſtories of 


Monden Roderigue, the fineſt writer among 
the moderns: not only des chaſſes brillantes et 


nombreuſes, des operas ou les acteurs fe fur- 


pafſent, les jours des Saints de LL. A A. EE. 
ſerẽniſſimes, celebres en grand gala; but, to 


crown the whole, Montieur Zuchmantel is 
happily arrived, and Monſieur Wartenſleben 


hourly expected. I hope that you are pars 
magna of all theſe delights; though, as Noll 


Bluff ſays, in the Old Batchelor, That raſcally 
Cazetteer takes no more notice of you, than F 


you. 
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that in thoſe rejoicings you appeared with a 

_ rejoicing, and not a gloomy countenance; and 
that you diſtinguiſhed yourſelf, in that nume- 
'rous and 'fhining company, by your air, dreſs, 

| addreſs, and attentions. If this was the caſe, 
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you were not in the land of the living. Tſhould 
think, that he might at leaſt have taken notice, 


as I will both hope and ſuppoſe that it was, 1 


will, if you require it, have him written to, 
to do you juſtice in his next ſuplement. Seri- 
ouſly, I am very glad that you ate whitled in 


that tourbillon of pleaſures ; they ſmoothe, po- 


| liſh, and rub off, rough corners: perhaps too, 


you have ſome particular colliſi * 2 is till 
more effectual. 


Schannat's Hiſtory of the Pulerinare waz, 1 


E find, written originally in German; in which 
language, I ſuppoſe, it is that you have read 


it: but as I mutt humbly content myſelf with 


the French tranſlation, Vaillant has ſent for 
it for me, from Holland; ſo that I have not 


yet read it. While you are in the Palatinate, 


you do very well to read every thing relative 
to it; you will do ſtil} better it you make that 
reading the foundation of your inquiries into 
the more minute circumſtances and anecdotes 
of that country, whenever you are in l 
with informed and knowing people. 


7 de Miaiſlers here, intimidated by the ab- 
| "uu 
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ſurd and groundleſs clamours of the mob, have, 
very weakly in my mind, repealed, this ſeſ- 
fron, the bill which they had paſſed in the laſt, 
for rendering Jews capable of being natura- 
Itzed by ſubſequent acts of parliament. The 

clamourers triumph; and will, doubtleſs, make 
farther demands; which if not granted, this 
piece of complaiſance will ſoon be forgotten. 


Nothing is truer in politics, than this reflec- 


tion of the Cardinal de Retz, Que le peuple 
craint toufours quand on ne le craint pas; and, 
conſequently, they grow unreaſonable and 
infolent when they find that they are fared. 
Wiſe and honeſt governors will never, if they 
can help it, give the people juſt cauſe to com- 
plain; but then, on the other hand, they will 
firmly withſtand groundleſs clamour. Beſides 

that this noiſe againſt the Jew-bill proceeds 

from that narrow mob-ſpirit of intoleration in 


religious, and inhoſpitality in civil, matters; 


both which all wiſe governments ſhould op- 
pole. 

The confuſion 1 in France increaſes daily, as 
no doubt you are informed where you are. 
There is an anſwer of the Clergy's to the re- 


monſtrances of the Parliament, lately publiſh- 


ed; which was ſent me by the laſt poſt from 
France, and which I would have ſent vou, 


incloſed in this, were it not too bulky. Very 
Vorl IV. B pro- 
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probably you may ſee it at Manheim, from the. 
French Miniſter : it is very well worth your 
reading, being moſt artfully and plauſibly 
written, though founded upon falſe principles. 
The 7us divinum of the Clergy, and conſe- 
quently their ſupremacy in all matters of 
faith and doctrine, are aſſerted; both which 
1 abſolutely deny. Were thoſe two points 
allowed the Clergy of any country whatſoever, 
they mult neceſſarily govern that country abſo- 
lutely; every thing being, directly or indirect- 
ly, relative to faith or doctrine ; and whoever 
is ſuppoſed to have the power of ſaving and 
damning ſouls to all erernity, (which power 
the Clergy pretend to) will be much more 
conſidered, and better obeyed, than any civil 
power, that forms no pretenſions beyond this 
world. Whereas, in truth, the Clergy in 
every country are, like all other ſubjects, de- 
pendant upon the ſupreme legiſlative power; 
and are appointed by that power, under what- 
ever reſtrictions and limitations it pleaſes, to 
keep up decency and decorum in the church, 
juſt as conſtables are to keep peace in the 
pariſh. This, Fra. Paolo has clearly proved, 
even upon their own principles of the Old and 
New 'Teſtament, in his book de Beneficiis, 
which I recommend to you to read with at- 
tention ; it is ſhort. Adieu! | 


LE . 
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LETTER CCLXIX. 


| London, December the 25th, 1783 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


Es TER DAA again I W two letters | 
at once from you, the one of the 77, 


the other of the 15, from Manheim. 


You never had in your life ſo good a rea- 
ſon for not writing, either to me or to any 
body elſe, as your {ore finger lately furniſhed. 
you. I believe it was painful, and I am glad 
it is cured; but a fore finger, however painful, 
is a much leſſer evil than lazineſs of either 
body or mind, and attended by fewer ill con - 


{eq uences. 


1am very glad to hide that you were diſtin- 
guiſned at the Court of Manheim from the 


reſt of your countrymen and fellow-travellers : 


it is a ſign that you had better manners and 
addreſs than they; for take it for granted, the 
beſt- bred people will always be the beſt re- 
ceived, wherever they go. Good manners are 


the ſettled medium of ſocial, as /pecie is of 


commercial, life; returns are equally expected 
for both; and people will no more advance 
their civility to a Bear, than their money to a 
Bankrupt. I really both hope, and believe, 
that the German Courts will do you a great 


B 1 ou 
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deal of good; their ceremony and reſtraint 
being the proper correQtives, and antidotes, 
for your negligence and inattention. I believe 
they would not greatly reliſh your weltering 
in your own lazineſs and an eaſy chair; nor 
take it very kindly, if, when they ſpoke to you, 
or you to them, you looked another way as 
much as to fay, Kiſs my b—h. As they 
give, ſo they require, attention; and, by the 
way, take this maxim for an undoubted truth, 
'Fhat no young man can poſhbly improve in 
any company, for which he has not reſpect 
enough to be under ſome degree of reſtraint. 
I dare not truſt to Meyſſonier's report of his 
Rheniſh, his Burgundy not having anſwered 
either his account or my expectations. I doubt, 
as a wine-merchant, he is the perjidus caupo, 


whatever he may be as a banker. I ſhall 
[18 _ therefore venture upon none of his wine; but 
. delay making my proviſion of Old Hock, till 
81 1 go abroad myſelf next ſpring; as I told you 
1 | in the utmoſt ſecrecy, in my laſt, that I intend 


to do; and then, probably, I may taſte ſome 

that] Rs; and go upon ſure ground, There 1s 

commonly very good both at Aix-la- Chapelle 

and Liege; where I formerly got ſome excel- 
lent, which I carried with me to Spa, where | 
I drank no other wine. N 
As my letters to you frequently miſcarry, I 
will 
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repeat, in this, that part of my laſt which re- 
lated to your future motions. Whenever you 
ſhall be tired of Berlin, go to Dreſden; ; where 
Sir Charles Williams will be, who will receive 
you with open arms. He dined with me to- 
day; and ſets out for Dreſden in about ſix 
weeks. He ſpoke of you with great kindneſs, 


and impatience to ſee you again. He will 


truſt and employ you in buſineſs (and he is 
now in the whole ſecret of importance) till 

we fix our place to meet in; which, probably, 
will be Spa. Wherever you are, inform 
yourſelf minutely of, and attend particularly 


to, the affairs of France; they grow ſerious, 
and, in my opinion, will grow more and more 


ſo every day. The king is deſpiſed, and I do 
not wonder at it; but he has brought it about, 
to be hated at the ſame time, which ſeldom 
happens to the fame man. His Miniſters are 
known to be as difanized as incapable: he 
heſitates between the Church and the Parlia- 
ments, like the Aſs in the fable, that ſtarved 
between two hampers of hay; too much in 
love with his miſtreſs to part with her, and 
too much afraid for his ſoul to enjoy her; 
jealous of the Parliament, who would ſupport 
bis authority; and a devoted bigot to the 

Church, that would deſtroy it. The people 


| are poor, conſequently diſcontented: thoſe 
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of it; which is ſaying, that they hate one 


Parliament never will forgive them. 
Army muſt without doubt take, in their own 


by frequently changing the hands in which 
they think proper to lodge it. This was 
the caſe of the Prætorian bands, who depo- 


to oppreſs mankind. 


key, and the regiments of guards in Ruſſia, 
do the ſame now. The French nation reaſons 


in ſhort, all the ſymptoms, which J have ever 


and revolutions in Government, now exiſt, 
and daily increaſe in France. 


Republic of the United Provinces wants both 


18 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 
who babe religion, are divided in their notions 


another. The Clergy never do forgive; much 
leſs will they forgive the Parliament: the 


The 


minds at leaſt, different parts in all theſe 
diſputes, which upon oecafion would break 
out. Armies, though always the fupporters 
and tools of abſolute power for the time 
being, are always the deſtroyers of it too, 


ſed and murdered the monſters they had raiſed 
The Janiſſaries in Tur- 


freely, which they never did before, upon 
matters of religion and government, and be- 
gin to be ſpregiudicati ; the officers do fo too; 


met with in hiſtory, previous to great changes 
1 am glad of 
it; the reſt of Europe will be the quieter, and 
have time to recover. England, I am ſure, 


wants reſt; for it wants men and money: the 


ſtill 
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fill more: the other Powers cannot welt 


dance, when neither France nor the maritime 
| Powers can, as they uſed to do, pay the piper. 


The firſt ſquabble in Europe, that I foreſee, 


vill be about the Crown of Poland, ſhould 


the preſent King die; and therefore I wiſh his 

Majeſty a long life, and a merry Chriſtmas. 
So much for foreign politics : but, a propos of 
them, pray take care, while you are in thoſe 

parts of Germany, to inform yourſelf correctly 
of all the details, diſcuſſions, and agreements, 
which the ſeveral wars confifcations, bans, 
and treaties, occaſioned between the Bavarian 


| and Palatine Llectorates 1 4: my are * 2 


and curious. 
1 fhall not, upon the benden of the ap- 
proaching new year, repeat to you the wiſhes 
which I continue to form for you: you know 
them all already; and you know that it is ab- 
ſolutely in your own power to ſatisfy moſt of 
them. Among many other wiſhes, this is my 
moſt earneſt one, That you would open the 
new year with a moft ſolemn and devout fa- 
crifice to the Graces; who never reject thoſe 
that ſupplicate them with fervour: without 
them, let me tell you, that your friend Dame 
Fortune will ſtand you in little ſtead: may 
they all be ue friends! K 


L E T. 


6 LORD . 
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London, January * 18e, 1754. 
Mx DEAR FRIEND, 


T HAVE this moment received your letter 
F of the 26 paſt, from Munich. Since 
you are got ſo well out of the diſtreſs and 
dangers of your journey from Manheim, 1 am 
glad that you were in them, 


Co "diſce i deletti 
Memoria di pene, 


wh 1 | Ne /q che ſia bene 8 
IM Chi mal non ſoffri. 
3 They were but little ſamples of the much 
| 10 greater diſtreſs and dangers which you muſt 
| 4 expect to meet with in your great, and I hope 
1 long, journey through life. In ſome parts of 
j | 5 it, flowers are ſcattered with profuſion, the road 
1 is ſmooth, and the proſpect pleaſant; but in 
| p others (and I fear the greater number) the road 
1 is rugged, beſet with thorns and briars, and cut 
| _=- by torrents. Gather the flowers in your way; 
Uu but at the ſame time guard againſt the briars 
5 that are either mixed with them, or that moſt 
11 certainly ſucceed them. 1 15 
N I thank you for your wild boar, who, now | 
1 bei 18 dead, I ure him /e laifera bien manger 
| 9 5 = mal 
15 7 
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WW malgre qu'il en ait; though I am not ſure 


that I ſhould have had that perſonal valour 


which fo ſucceſsfully diſtinguiſhed you in ſin- 
gle combat with him, which made him bite 
the duſt like Homer's heroes, and, to conclude 


my period ſublimely, put him into that pickle 


from which I propoſe eating him. At the 


ſame time that I applaud your valour, I muſt 


Ido juſtice to your modeſty; which candidly 


admits, that you were not overmatched, and 


that your adverſary was of about your own age 


and ſize. A Marcalſin, being under a year 


old, would have been below your indignation; | 


bete de compagnie, being under two years old, 


was ſtill, in my opinion, below your glory: 
but I gueſs that your enemy was un Ragot, 
that is, from two to three years old; an age 


and ſize which, between man and boar, « an- 
ſwer pretty well to yours. 


It accidents of bad roads or waters do not 


retain you at Munich, I do not fancy that plea- 
ſures will; and I rather believe you will ſeek 


for, and find them, at the Carnival at Berlin; 
in which ſuppoſition, I eventually direct this 
letter to your banker there. While you are 
at Berlin (I earneſtly recommend it to you a- 
gain and again) pray care to ſee, hear, know, 
and mind, every thing there. The ableſt Prince 


in Sn is "A an object that deſerves at- 
tention 
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form yourſelf of the good effects of it in thoſe 
parts of his dominions where it has taken 
place, and where it has baniſhed the former 
f chicanes, quirks, and quibbles of the old law. 


that you could find one hour's leiſure every 


refreſh and improve your Italian, which, of 
the many languages you know, I take to be 
| that in which you are the leaſt perfect; but of 
Which too, you already know enough to make 


they may not look upon you as a ſtranger. 
fectations and follies; for ſuch there are, and 
all events, at Berlin, till I inform you of Sit 


Charles Williams's arrival at Preſden; where, i 
2 Ones you would not care to be be fore 
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tention 3 and the leaſt thing that he does, like 
the ſmalleſt ſketches of the greateſt Painters, - 
bas its value, and a conſiderable one too. 

Read with care the Code Frederick, and in- 


Do not think any detail too minute or trifling 
for your inquiry and obſervation. I with 


day, to read ſome good Italian author, and to 


converſe in that language with our worthy 
friend Signor Angelo Cori: it would both 


yourſelf maſter of, with very little trouble, 
whenever you pleaſe. 

Live, dwell, and grow, at the ſeveral Courts 
there; uſe them ſo much to your face, that. 


Obſerve, and take their tone, even to their af- 


perhaps ſhould be, at all Courts. Stay, in 


bim, 
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im, and where you may go as ſoon after 
im as ever you pleaſe, Your time there will 
either be unprofitably nor diſagreeably ſpent; 
e will introduce you into all the beſt compa- 
y, though he can introduce you to none ſo 
ood as his own. | He has of late applied him+ 
f very ſeriouſly to foreign affans, eſpecially 
zoſe of Saxony and Poland; he knows them 
erfectly well, and will tell you what he knows. 
le always expiefles, and I have good reaſon 
Ver] Wo believe very. lincerely, great kindneſs and 
d to gection for 8 

rthy The works of the late Liaril Bolingbroke are 


ike 


ers, 


in- 
ole | 
ken 
mer 
aw. 
ling 
Wiſh 


both ig publiſhed, and have plunged me into phi - 

„ of ſophical ſtudies; which hitherto I have not 
- * een much uſed to or delighted with, con- 
ut 0 


inced of the futility of thoſe reſearches: but 
have read his Philoſophical Eſſay upon the 
xtent of human knowledge, which, by the 
ay, makes two large quarto's and an half. 
le there ſhows very clearly, and with moſt 
lendid eloquence, what the human mind 


nake 
Able, 


Orts 

that! 
ger. 
ir af- 
„ and 
y, in 
zf Sir 
here, 
be fore 

him; 


e wiſely calculated for our place in this pla- 
et, and for the link which we form in the 
niverſal chain of things; but that they are 
y no means capable of that degree of know- 
Edge, which our curioſity makes us fearch 
ter, and which our vanity. makes us often 

believe | 


an, and cannot, do; that our underſtandings 
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to you the reading of that work: but, when ' 
you return hither, I ſhall recommend to your 


graces, which no other writer has ever done, 


me in the time even of my greateſt diflipation, 
is now become my only refuge; and, I fear, 


eyes. But what can I do? I muſt do ſome- 
thing; I cannot bear abſolute idleneſs: my 


not hoard them like a miſer; but will rather 


only of your reception at Munich, but alſo atf 
Berlin: at the latter, I believe, it will be; 
good one; for his Pruſſian Majeſty knows, that 


his great and various talents. RO . 
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believe we arrive at. I ſhall not recommend 


frequent and diligent peruſal all bis tract 
that are relative to our hiſtory and conſtitution; 
upon which he throws lights, and ſcatters 


| Reading, which was always a pleaſure to 
I indulge it too much, at the expence of my 


ears grow every day more uſeleſs to me; my 
eyes, conſequently, more neceſſary; I will 


riſk the loſs, than not enjoy the uſe, of them. 
Pray let me know all the. particulars, not 


I have long been an admirer and reſpecter 9 


IL. E T. * E R CCLXXI. 


1 FE F m the ph, 17 54. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, | 


1 Rrerlvnp, yeſterday, yours of the 12 


ſrom 
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na from Munich; in conſequence of which, I 
en direct this to you there, though I directed 
my three laſt to Berlin, where, I ſuppoſe, you 
will find them at your arrival. Since you are 
not only domeſticated, but niche, at Munich, 
you are much in the right to ſtay there. It is 
not by ſeeing places, that one knows them, 
but by familiar and daily converſations with 
the people of faſhion. I would not care to be 
in the place of that prodigy of beauty, whom 
you are to drive dans la courſe de Traineaux ; 
and I am apt to think, you are much more 
likely to break her bones, than ſhe is, though 
ever ſo cruel, to break your heart. Nay, I 
am not ſure but that, according to all the 
rules of gallantry, you are obliged to overturn 
her on purpoſe: in the firſt place, for the 
chance of ſeeing her backſide; in the next, 
for the ſake of the contrition and concern 
which it would give you an opportunity of 
ſhowing; and, laſtly, upon account of all the 
gentilleſſes et epigrammes which it would na- 
turally ſuggeſt. Voiture has made ſeveral 
ſtanzas upon an accident of that kind, which 
happened to a lady of his acquaintance. 'There 
1s a great deal of wit in them; rather too 
155% much: for, according to the taſte of thoſe 
times, they are full of what the Italians call 


concetti ſpiriteſi, N. mi; the ee agudeze; 
Vox. IV. ME nar 
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and we, AﬀeCtation and quaintneſs. I hope 
you have endeavoured to ſuit your Traineau 
to the character of the fair one whom it is to 
contain, If ſhe is of an iraſcible, impetuous 
diſpoſition (as fine women can ſometimes be), 
you will, doubtleſs, place her in the body of 
a lion, a tyger, a dragon, or ſome tremen- 
dous beaſt of prey and fury; if ſhe is a ſub- 
lime and ſtately beauty, which I think more 
| probable (for unqueſtionably ſhe is hogh ge- 
bzbrne) you will, I ſuppoſe, provide a magni- 
ficent ſwan or proud peacock for her recep- 
tion; but if ſhe is all tenderneſs and ſoftneſs, 
you have, to be ſure, taken care that amorous 
doves and wanton ſparrows ſhould ſeem to 
flutter round her. Proper mottos, I take it 
for granted, that you have eventually prepa- 
red; but if not, you may find a great many 
teady-made ones, in Les Entretiens d' Ariſte 

et d Eugene ſur les deviſes, written by Pere 
Bouhours, and worth your reading at any 


time. I will not ſay to you, upon this occa- 
gon, like the Father in Ovid, 


Feet, puer, ſfimu ls „ et fortius uicre lors: 


On the contrary, drive on briſkly; it is not 
the chariot of the ſun that you drive, but you 
carry the ſun in your chariot; conſequently, | 

the faſter it does, the leſs it will be likely F 
either 


ff , oat 
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either to ſcorch or conſume. This! is Spaniſh 
enough, I am ſure. 


If this finds you ſtill at Munich, 'pray make 


many compliments from me to Mr Burriſh, 


to whom I am very much obliged for all his 
kindneſs to you: it is true, that while I had 


power, I endeavoured to ſerve him; but it is 
as true too, that I ſerved many others more, 


who have neither returned nor remembered 


thoſe ſervices. 


have been very ill, this laſt fortnight, of your 
old Carniolian complaint, the arthritis vaga 
luckily, it did not fall upon my breaſt, but 
ſeized on my right arm; there it fixed its ſeat 
of empire; but, as in all tyrannical govern- 
vernments, the remoteſt parts felt their ſnare 


of is ſeverity. Laſt poſt J was not able to hold 
a pen long enough to write to you, and there- 
fore deſired Mr Grevenkop to do it ifor me; 


but that letter was directed to Berlin. My 


pain is now much abated, though J have ſtilt 
ſome remains of it in my ſhoulder ; where, I 
fear, it will teaze me a great while. I muſt. 
be careful to take Horace's advice, and con- 


fider well, Quid valeant bumeri, quid ferre 


recuſent. | 
| Lady Cheſterfield bids me make you her 
compliments, and affure you, that the muſic 


"1 2 e ilk 


23 LORD CHESTERFIELD 


will be much more welcome to her with you 
than witbout you. 

In ſome of my laſt letters, which 4 were di- 
| rected to, and will I ſuppoſe wait for, you at 


Berlin, I complimented you, and with juſtice, 


upon your great improvement of late in the 


= epiſtolary way, both with regard to the ſtyle 


and the turn of your letters: your four or five 
laſt to me have been very good ones; and one 


that you wrote to Mr Harte, upon the New 


Year, was ſo pretty a one, and he was ſo much 


and fo juſtly pleated with it, that he ſent it 
me from Windſor the inſtant he had read it. 


This talent (and a moſt neceſſary one it is in 


the courſe of life) is to be acquired by reſfol= 
ving and taking pains to acquire it; and, in- 
. deed, lo is every talent except poetry, which 


is, undoubtedly, a gift. Think, therefore, 


night and day, of the turn, the purity, the 


correctneſs, the perſpicuity, and the elegancy 


of whatever you ſpeak or write: take my 


word for it, your labour will not be in vain, 
but greatly rewarded by the harveſt of praiſe 
and ſucceſs which it will bring you. Deli- 


cacy of turn, and elegancy of ſtyle, are orna- 
ments as neceſſary to common ſenſe, as atten- 
tions, addreſs, and faſhionable manners, are 


to common civility; both may ſubſiſt without 
them, but then without being of the leaſt uſe _ 


Me wu — a Hy — , 
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to the owner. The figure of a man is exactly 
the ſame in dirty rags, or in the fineſt and. 
beſt-choſen clothes; but in which of the two: 
he is the moſt likely to pleaſe, and to be re- 
ceived in good e, - leave to you to de- 
ter mine. 

Both my arm and my paper hint to me to 
bid you good _—_ | 


8 . 
” 


— — 
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| | .--. +. London, February the 22*h, 17546 
MY DEAR FRIEND; 
' TAKE my aim, and let off this letter at 
you at Berlin; T ſhould be ſorry it miſſed 
you, becauſe I believe you will read it with as 


much pleaſure as FE write it. It is to inform 
- I you, that, after ſome difficulties and dangers, 

| your ſeat in the new Parliament is at laſt abſo- 

A lutely ſecured, and that without oppoſition, or 

: the leaſt neceſſity of your perſonal trouble or 

* appearance. This ſucceſs, L muſt farther in- 

Vf form you, is in a great degree owing to Mr 

i Eliot's friendſhip to us both ; for he brings you 

1 in with himſelt, at his ſureſt borough. As it 

e vas impoſſible to act with more zeal and 


ſriendſhip than Mr Eliot has ated in this. 
ſe || whole affair, I deſire that you will, by the very: 
next poſt, write him a letter of thanks; warm: 

M3 „ 


* * 1 
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and young thanks, not old and cold ones. 
You may incloſe it in yours to me; and I will 


ſend it to him, for he is now in. Cornwell, 
Thus ſure of being a Senator, I dare ſay 


you do not propoſe to be one of the pedarii ſe- 


natores, et pedibus ire in ſententiam : for, as. 
the Houſe of Commons is the theatre where 
you muſt make your fortune and figure in the 


world, you mult reſolve to be an actor; and 


not a perſona muta, which is juſt equivalent 


to a candle ſnuffer upon other theatres. Who- 


ever does not ſhine there, is obſcure, inſignifi- 


cant, and contemptĩble; ; and you cannot con- 


ceive how eaſy it is: for a man of half your 


ſenſe and knowledge to ſhine there if he plea» 

ſes. The receipt to make a ſpeaker, and an 
applauded one too, is ſhort and eaſy: Take 
of common. ſenſe quantum ſufficit ; add a little 


application to the rules and orders of the houſe; 


throw obvious thoughts in a new light; and 


make up the whole with a. large quantity of 
purity, correctneſs, and elegancy, of {tyle. 


Take it for granted, that by far the greateſt 


part of mankind do neither analyſe nor ſearch 
to the bottom; they are incapable of penetra- 


ting deeper than the ſurface. All have ſenſes 
to be gratified, very few have reaſon to be ap- 
plied to. Graceful utterance and aQion pleaſe 
their eyes, elegant diction tickles their ears; 


but 
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but ſtrong reaſon would be thrown away upon 
them. I am not only perſuaded by theory, 
but convinced by my experience, that (ſuppo- 
ſing a certain degree of common ſenſe) what. 


is called a good ſpeaker, is as much a mecha- 


nic as a good ſhoe-maker; and that the two 


trades are equally to be learned by the ſame 


degree. of application.. Therefore, for God's. 
ſake, let this trade be the principal object of 
your thoughts; never loſe ſight of it. Attend. 
minutely to your ſtyle, whatever language you. 
ſpeak or write in; ſeek for the beſt words, 
and think of the beſt turns. Whenever you 
doubt of the propriety or elegancy of any word, 

ſearch the dictionary or ſome good author for. 


it, or inquire of ſomebody who is maſter of 
that language; and, in a little time, propriety: 


and elegancy of diction will become ſo habi- 
tual to you, that they will coſt you no more 
trouble. As I have laid this down to be me- 


chanical, and attainable by whoever will take 
the neceflary pains, there will be no great va- 


nity in my ſaying, that I ſaw the i importance 
of the object ſo early, and attended to it ſo 


young, that it would now coſt me more trouble 
to ſpeak or write ungrammatically, vulgarly, 


and inelegantly, than ever it did to avoid do- 
ing ſo. The late Lord Bolingbroke, without 


| the leaſt trouble, talked all day long, full as. 5 


N 


F 
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| elegantly as he wrote: Why? Not by a pecu- 
Har gift from heaven; but, as he has often 
told me himſelf, by an early and conſtant at- 
| tention to his ſtyle. The preſent Solicitor- ge- 
neral, * Murray, hasleſslaw than many lawyers, 
but has more practice than any; merely upon 
account of his eloquence, of which he has a 
never-failing ſtream. I remember, ſo long: 
ago as when I was at Cambridge, whenever I 
| read pieces of eloquence (and indeed they 
were my chief ſtudy) whether ancient or mo- 
dern, I uſed to write down the ſhining paſſa- 
ges, and then tranflate them as well and as 
elegantly as ever I could; if Latin or French, 
into Engliſh; if Engliſh, into French. 'This,. 
which I practiſed for ſome years, not only im- 
proved and formed my ſtyle, but imprinted in. 
my mind and memory the beſt thoughts of the 
beſt authors. The trouble was little; but the 
advantage, I have experienced, was great. 
While you are abroad, you can neither have 
time nor opportunity to read pieces of Engliſh,. 
or Parliamentary eloquence, as I hope you. 
will carefully do when you return; but, in the 
mean time, whenever. pieces of French elo-- 
quence come in your way, ſuch as the ſpeeches. 
of perſons received into the Academy, orai- 
= funtbres, n of the ſeveral. 
: Par- 
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Parliaments to the King, &c. read them in 
that view, in that ſpirit ; obſerve the harmony, 
the turn, and elegancy, of the ſtyle; examine 
in what you think it might have been better; 
and conſider in what, had you written it your- 
ſelf, you might have done worſe. Compare 
the different manners of expreſſing the ſame 
houghts, in different authors; and obſerve 
now differently the ſame things appear in dif- 
ferent dreſſes, Vulgar, coarſe, and ill-choſen 
words, will deform and degrade the beſt 
thoughts, as much as rags and dirt will the 
beſt figure. In ſhort, you now know your 
object; purſue it ſteadily, and have no digreſ- _ 
cons that are not relative to, and connected 
ith, the main action. Your ſucceſs in Par- 
lament will effectually remove all other ob- 
1ections ; either a foreign or a domeſtic deſti- 
ation will no longer be refuſed you, if you 
make your way to it through Weſtminſter. 
I thin& I may now ſay, that I am quite re- 
overed of my late illneſs; ſtrength and ſpirits 
xcepted, which are not yet reſtored. Aix-la- 
hapelle and Spa wills I A anſwer all 
y purpoſes. 

| I long to hear an account of your reception 
at \Berlin, which I fancy will be a moſt pu 
e. e, 
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London, February the x 5h, 1754. 
MY DE AR FRIEND, | 
CAN now with great truth apply your 
own motto to you, Nullum numen abeſt, fi 
fit prudentia. You are ſure of being, as early 


Piy, , 4 a 


2 6G 


as your age will permit, a Member of that Ml © 
_ Houſe; which is the only road to figure and . 
fortune in this country. Thoſe indeed who? 
are bred up to, and diſtinguiſh themſelves in, Ml 7 
particular profeſſions, as the army, the navy, [ 
and the law, may by their own merit raiſe Ml © 
themſelves to a certain degree; but you may 1 
obſerve too, that they never get to the top, 8 
without the aſſiſtance of Parliamentary talents Ml © 
and influence. The means of diſtinguiſhing i 
_ yourſelf in Parliament are, as I told you in t 
my laſt, much more eaſily attained than I be- 
lieve you imagine. Cloſe attendance to the b 
buſineſs of the Houſe will ſoon give you the? 
Parliamentary routine ; and ſtrict attention to b 
your ſtyle will ſoon make you, not only af! 
ſpeaker, but a good one. The vulgar look 1 
upon a man, who is reckoned a fine ſpeaker, 1 
as a phænomenon, a ſupernatural being, and 1 
endowed with ſome peculiar gift of Heaven: 
they ſtare at him, if he walks in the Park; l 


and cry, That is 15 You will, 1 am ſure, 
a = view 
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view him in a juſter light, and nulla formidine. 
You will conſider him only as a man of good 
ſenſe, who adorns common thoughts with the 
graces of elocution and the elegancy of ſtyle. 
The miracle will then ceaſe; and you will be 
convinced, that with the ſame application and 
f attention to the fame objects, you may moſt 
certainly equal, and perhaps ſurpaſs, this pro- 
5 digy. Sir W— Y-—, with not a quarter 


ho of your parts, and not a thouſandth part of 


your knowledge, has, by a glibneſs of tongue 
ſingly, raiſed himſelf ſucceſſively to the beſt 
employments of the kingdom: he has been 
Lord of the Admiralty, Lord of the Treaſury, 
Secretary at War, and is now Vice-Treaſurer 
of Ireland; and all this, with a moſt ſullied, 
not to ſay blaſted, character. Repreſent the 
thing to yourſelf, as it really is, eaſily attain- 
able, and you will find it ſo. Have but am- 
bition enough paſſionately to defire the object, 
and ſpirit enough to uſe the means, and I will 
be anſwerable for your ſucceſs. When I was 
younger than you are, I refolved within my- 
ſelf, that I would in all events be a ſpeaker in 
Parliament, and a good one too, if I could. 
I conſequently never loſt ſight of that object, 


thought led to it. I ſucceeded, to a certain 
degree; and, I aſſure you, with great eaſe, 
| and 


and never neglected any of the means that! 
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are very apt to over-rate both men and things, 


In proportion as you come to know them bet- 


— 
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mankind, ſeldom does; but that paſſions and 
in its ſtead. Lou will find, that the ableſt 
have their weak ſides too; and are only com- 
they are able to avail themſelves of the innu- 
merable ones of the generality of mankind, 
more eaſily maſters of others. They addreſs 
themſelves to their weakneſſes, their ſenſes, 


their paſſions; never to their reaſon; and con- 


nalyſe thoſe great, thoſe governing, and, as 


mankind by your own experience, I know no 


time, bring you ſo well acquainted with them 
as le DucdelaRochetoucault. His little book 


and without ſuperior talents. Young Nw” 
from not being enough acquainted with them. 


ter, you will value them leſs. You will find, 
that reaſon, which always ought to dire& 


weakneſſes commonly uſurp its ſeat, and rule 


paratively able, with regard to the {till weaker 
herd : having fewer weakneſſes themſelves, 


being more maſters of themſelves, they become 


ſequently ſeldom. fail of ſucceſs. But then a- 


the vulgar imagine, thoſe perfect, Characters; 
and you will find the great Brutus a thief in 
Macedonia, the great Cardinal de Richelieu 
a jealous poetaſter, and the great Duke of 
Marlborough a miſer. 'Till you come to know 


thing, nor no man, that can, in the mean 


ol 
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of Maxims, which I would adviſe you to look 


into, for ſome moments at leaſt, every day of 


your life, is, I fear, too like and too exact a 
picture of human nature. I own, it ſeems to 
degrade it; but yet my experience does not 
convince me that it degrades it unjuſtly. 
Now, to bring all this home to my firſt 
point. All theſe conſiderations ſhould not 


only invite you to attempt to make a figure in 


Parliament, but encourage you to hope that 
you ſhall ſucceed. To govern mankind, one 
muſt not over-rate them; and to pleaſe an 
audience, as a ſpeaker, one muſt nor over- 
value it. When I fiſt came into the Houſe 
of Commons, I reſpected that aſſembly as a 
venerable one; and felt a certain awe upon 
me: but, upon better acquaintance, that awe 
ſoon vaniſhed; and I diſcovered, that, of the 
five hundred and ſixty, not above thirty could 
underſtand reaſon, and that all the reſt were 
peuple : that thoſe thirty only required plain 
common ſenſe, dreſſed up in good language; 
and that all the others only required flowing 
and harmonious periods, whether they con- 
veyed any meaning or not; having ears to 
hear, but not ſenſe enough to judge. Theſe 
conſiderations made me ſpeak with little con- 
cern the firſt time, with leſs the fecond, and 
with none at all the third. I gave mylelf no 
Vor. IV. D farther 
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farther trouble about any thing, except my 
elocution and my ſtyle; prefuming, without | 


much vanity, that I had common ſenſe ſufſi- 


cient not to talk nonſenſe. Fix theſe three | 
_ truths ſtrongly in your mind: Firſt, that it is 


abſolutely neceſlary for you to ſpeak in Par- 


| Lament; ſecondly, that it only requires a little 
human attention, and no ſupernatural pifts; 
and, thirdly, that you have all the reaſon in 


the world to think that you ſhall ſpeak well. 
When we meet, this ſhall be the principal 
ſubject of our converſations z and, if you will 
follow my advice, 1 will anſwer for your 


ſucceſs. 
| Now ſrom great things to little ones ; the 


tranſition is to me eaſy, becauſe nothing ſeems 


little to me that can be of any uſe to you. I 


hope you take great care of your mouth and 
teeth, and that you clean them well every 
morning with a ſpunge and tepid water, with 
a few drops of arquebuſade water dropped in- 
to it; beſides waſhing your mouth carefully 
after every meal. I do inſiſt upon your never 


uſing thoſe ſticks, or any hard ſubſtance what- 


ſoever, which always rub away the gums, and 
deſtroy the varniſh of the teeth. I ſpeak this 


from woful experience: for my negligence 
of my teeth, when I was younger than you 


are, made them bad; and afterwards,-my de- 
tire 


ti 
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fire to have them look better, made me uſe 
ſticks, ions, &c. which totally deſtroyed them; 
ſo that I have not now above fix or ſeven left. 


I loſt one this morning, which ſuggeſted this 


advice to you. 

1] have received the tremendous wild boar, 
which your ſtill more tremendous arm flew 
in the immenſe deſarts of the Palatinate; but 
have not yet taſted of it, as it is hitherto above 
my regimen. The late King of Pruſſia, when- 
ever he killed any number of wild boars, uſed 
to oblige the Jews to buy them at an high 
price, though they could eat none of them); 
ſo they defrayed the expence of his hunting. 
His ſon has juſter rules of government, as the 
Code Frederick plainly ſhows. | | 

I hope, that, by this time, you are as well 
ancre at Berlin as you was at Munich; but 
if not, you are ſo ſure of being ſo at Dreſden. 
Adieu. 


2 
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London, February the 26th, 17 54. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
 Havs received your ie of the 4th 
from Munich, and of the 11 from Ra- 
tiſbon; ; but I have not received that of the 


s | January, to which -you refer in the for- 
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mer. I was to this neghgence and uncertainty | 


of the poſit, that you owe your accidents be- 
tween Munich and Ratiſbon; for, had you 


received my letters regularly, you would have 
received one ſrom me before youleft Munich, 
in which I adviſed you to ſtay, ſince you were 
ſo well there. But at all events, you were in 


the wrong to ſet out from Munich in fuch 
weather and ſuch roads; fince you could ne- 


ver imagine that I had ſet my heart ſo much 


upon your going to Berlin, as to venture your 
being buried in the ſnow for it. Upon the 
whole, conſidering all, you are very well off. 


You do very well, in my mind, to return to 
Munich, or at leaſt to keep within the circle 
of Munich, Ratiſbon, and Manheim, till the 


weather and the roads are good: ſtay at each 
or any of thoſe places as long as ever you 
pleaſe ; for I am extremely indifferent about 


your going to Berlin. 
As to our meeting, I will tell you my plan, 


and you may form your own accordingly. I 


propoſe ſetting out from hence the laſt week 
in April, then drinking the Aix la-Chapelle 
waters for a week, and from thence being at 
Spa about the 15 of May, where I ſhall ſtay 
two months at molt, and then returning ſtrait 


to England. As I both hope and believe 


that there will be no mortal at Spa during my 
n 85 
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refidence there, the faſhionable ſeaſon not be- 
ginning till the middle of July, I would by 
no means have you come there at firſt, to be 
locked up with me and fome few Ca pu- 
eins, for two months, in that miſerable hole: 
but I would adviſe you to ſtay where you like 
beſt, till about the firſt week in July; and 
then to come and pick me up at Spa, or meet 
me upon the road at Liege or Bruſſels. As 
for the intermediate time, ſhould you be weary 
of Manheim and Munich, you may,-if you 
pleaſe, go to Dreſden to Sir Charles Wil- 
liams, who will be there before that time; 
or you may come for a month or fix weeks 
to the Hague; or, in thort, go or ſtay where- 
ever you like beſt. * much for your mo- 
tions. ä 

As you have ſent b all the ſetters direQed D 
to you at Berlin, you will receive from thence 
volumes of mine, among which you will eafi- 
ly perceive that ſome were calculated for a 
ſuppoſed peruſal previous to your opening 
them. I will not repeat any thing contained 
in them, excepting that I defire you will 
ſend me a warm and cordial letter of thanks 
for Mr Eliot; who has, in the moſt friendly 
manner imaginable, fixed you at his own | 
borough of Liſkeard, where you will be elect- 
ed, jointly with him, without the leaſt oppo- 

85 = 3 ſition 
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| Gtion or diſſiculty. I will forward that letter 


begin to be a man of method; nothing con- 


every thing. You cannot conceive how much 
time you will fave by it, nor how much better 


| he ſlatterned himſelf into that immenſe debt, 
which is not yet near paid off. The hurry and 


proceed from his buſineſs, but from his want 


t 


of method in it. Sir Robert Walpole, who 
had ten times the buſineſs to do, was never ſh * 
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to him into Cornwall, where he now ts. 
Now that you are to be ſoon a man of bu— 
ſineſs, I heartily wiſh you would immediately 


tributing more to facilitate and diſpatch buſi— 
neſs, than method and order. Have order 


and method in your accounts, in your reading, 
in the allotment of your time; in ſhort, in 


every thing you do will be done. The Duke 
of Marlborough did by no means ſpend, but 


confuſion of the Duke of Newcaſtle do not 


ſeen in a hurry, becauſe he always did it with 


method. The head of a man who has buſi- Il 
neſs, and no method nor order, is properly 


that rudis indigeſtaque moles quam dixere chaos. Wl | 
As you muſt be conſcious that you are ex- II 


tremely negligent and flatternly, I hope you Ne 


will reſolve not to be ſo for the future. Pre-. 
vail with yourſelf only to obſerve good me- 
thod and order for one fortnight; and I will Þ a 
venture to aflure you, that you will never iſ a 
go negle& 
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neglect them aſterwards, you will find ſuch 
convenience and advantage ariſing from them. 


Method is the great advantage that lawyers 


have over other people, in ſpeaking in Par— 
liament ; for, as they mult neceſſarily obſerve 
it in their pleadings i in the Courts of Juſtice, 
it becomes habirual to them every where elſe. 
Without making you a compliment, I can tell 
you with pleaſure, that order, method, and 


| more activity of mind, are all that you want, 


to make, ſome day or other, a conſiderable fi- 


gure in buſineſs. You have more uſeful know- 


ledge, more diſcernment of characters, and 
much more diſcretion, than is common at 
your age; much more, I am ſure, than I had 
at that age. Experience you cannot yet have, 
and therefore truſt in tbe mean time to mine. 
I am an old traveller; am well acquainted 
with all the bye as well as the great roads; I 
cannot miſguide you from 1gnorance, and you 
are very {ure I ſhall not from deſign. 

I can aflure you, that you will have no op- 
portunity of ſubſcribing yourſelf, my Excel- 
lency's, Oc. Retirement and quiet were my 
choice ſome years ago, while I had all my 
ſenſes, and health and ſpirits enough to carry 


on buſineſs; but now I have loſt my hearing, 


and find my conſtitution declining daily, they 
are become my neceſſary and only refuge. ” 
know 
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know myſelf, (no common piece of knowledge, 


let me tell you) I know what J can, what 1 


cannot, and conſequently what I ought to do, 


I ought not, and therefore will not, return to | 


buſineſs, when I am much leſs fit for it than 
I was when T quitted it. Still leſs will I go 
to Ireland, where, from my deafneſs and in- 
firmities, I muſt neceſſarily make a different 
figure from that which I once made there. 
My pride would be too much mortified by that 
difference. The two important ſenſes of ſee- 
ing and hearing ſhould not only be good, but 
quick, in buſineſs; and the buſineſs of a Lord 


Lieutenant of Ireland (if he will do it himſelf). 


requires both thoſe ſenſes in the higheſt per- 


fection. It was the Duke of Dorſet's not do- 


ing the buſineſs himſelf, but giving it up to 
favourites, that has occaſioned all this confu- 

fion in Ireland; and it was my doing the 
whole myſelf, without either Favourite, Mi- 
niſter, or Miſtreſs, that made my adminiſtration 
fo ſmooth and quiet. I remember, when ! 
named the late Mr Lidde} for my Secretary, 
every body was much ſurpriſed at it; and ſome 
of my friends repreſented to me, that he was 
no man of buſineſs, but only a very genteel, 
pretty young fellow: I aTur<d them, and with 
truth, that that was the very reaſon why I 
choſe him; for that I was reſolved to do all 
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the buſineſs myſelf, and without even the "FM 
picion of having a Miniſter z which the Lord 
Lieutenant's Secretary, if he is a Man of bu- 
bneſs, is always ſuppoſed, and commonly with 
reaſon, tobe. Moreover, I look upon myſelf 
now to be emeritus in bulineſs, in which 1 
have been near forty. years together; I give it 
up to you: apply yourſelf to it, as I have done, 
for forty years; and then I conſent to your 
leaving it for a philoſophical retirement among 
your friends and your books. Stateſmen and 
beauties are very rarely ſenſible of the grada- 
tions of their decay; and, too ſanguinely ho- 
ping to ſhine on in their meridian, often ſet 
with contempt and ridicule. I retired in time, 
Wt; conviva ſatur ; or, as Pope ſays lil] bet- 
ter, E'er tittering youth ſhall fhove you from 
the ſtage. My only remaining ambition is to 
be the Counſellor and Miniſter of your riſing 
ambition. Let me fee my own youth revived 
in you; let me be your Mentor; and, with 
your parts and knowledge, I promiſe you, you 
hall go far. You mult bring, on your patty 
activity and attention, and I will point out to. 
you the proper objects for them. I own, I fear 
but one thing for you, and that is what one 
has generally the leaſt reaſon to fear from one 
of your age; I mean, your lazineſs; which, if 
you indulge, will make you ſtagnate in a con- 
| temps 
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der you from doing any thing that will de- 
ſerve to be written, or from writing any thing | 
that may deſerve to be read; and yet one or o- 


| fore, in time, to be alert and diligent in your 


off till t#-morrow, what you can do to-day; 
and never do two things at a time: purſue} 
your object, be it what it will, ſteadily and in- 


every day, only three or four lines, from any 


you cannot imagine how it will inſenſibly 


temptible obſcurity all your life. It will hin- 


ther of theſe two objects ſhould be at leaſt 
aimed at by every rational being. I look upon 
indolence as a fort of ſuicide ; for the Man 1s 
effectually deſtroyed, though the appetites of | 
the Brute may ſurvive. Bulineſs by no means 
forbids pleaſures; on the contrary, they reci- 
procally ſeaſon each other; and I will venture 
to affirm, that no man enjoys either in perfec- 
tion, that does not join both. They whet 
the deſire for each other. Uſe yourſelf theres | 


little concerns : never procraſtinate, never put 


defatigably; and let any difficulties (if ſur- 
mountable) rather animate than flacken your 
endeavours. Perfeverance has ſurpriſing ef— 
ſects. e e 

I with you would uſe yourſelf to tranſlate, 


book, in any language, into the correcteſt and 
molt elegant Englith that you can think of; 


form your ſtyle, and give you an habitual ele- 
„ gancy: 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 47 


gancy: it would not take you up a quarter of 


an hour in a day. This letter is ſo long, that 


it will hardly leave you that quarter of an 
hour, the day you receive it. So good night. 


% £ 1 8 2 — 
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London, March the gb, 1754. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
GREAT and unexpected event bas 


lately happened in our miniſterial 


x Rorld—Mir Pelbam died laſt Monday, of a fe- 


ver and mortiſication; occaſion ed by a general 
corruption of his whole maſs of blood, which 
had broke out into ſores in his back. I regret 
him as an old acquaintance, a pretty near re- 
lation, and a private man, with whom I have 
lived many years in a ſocial and friendly way. 


lle meaned well to the public; and was in— 


corrupt in a poſt where corruption is common- 
ly contagious. If he was no ſhining, enter— 
priſing Miniſter, he was a ſafe one, which 1 
like better. Very ſhining miniſters, like the 
Sun, are apt to ſcorch when they ſhine the 
brighteſt : in our conſtitution, I prefer the 
milder light of a leſs glaring Miniſter. His 
ſucceſſor is not yet, at leaſt publicly, de- 
gnatus. You will eaſily ſuppoſe that ma- 
ny are For willing, and very few able, to 
8 "all 
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{fill that poſt. Various perſons are talked of, 
by different people, for it, according as their i 


talked of; he is ſtrongly ſupported by the 
Duke of Cumberland. Mr Legge, the So-] 


ſpoken of, upon the foot of the Duke of New. 


it be any one of the three laſt, I think no 
great alterations will enſue; but ſhould Me 
Fox prevail, it would, in my opinion, ſoon 


the Duke of Newcaſtle. In the mean time ff 
the wild conjeQture of volunteer politicians, 
and the ridiculous importance which, upon 
| theſe occaſions, blockheads always endeavour 


ſhrugs, and infignificant whiſpers, are very 
entertaining to a by-ſtander, as, thank God 
I now am. One knows ſomething, but is noi. 
yet at liberty to tell it; another has heard 
fomething from a very good hand; a third 
_ congratulates himſelf upon a certain degree 


| ſhort, in theſe ſort of intervals, vanity, in 
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intereſt prompts them to wiſh, or their igno-· 
rance to conjecture, Mr Fox is the moſt 


licitor General, and Dr Lee, are likewiſe all 


caſtle's and the Chancellor's intereſt. Should] 


produce changes by no means favourable tog 


to give themſelves, by grave looks, ſignificant 


of intimacy which he has long had with ever 
one of the candidates, though perhaps he ba 
never ſpoken twice to any one of them. 1 


tereſt, and abſurdity, ahyays diſplay themWp 
ſelve 
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4406 in the moſt ridiculous light. One who 
has been ſo long behind the ſcenes, as I have, | 
is much more diverted with the entertainment, 
than thoſe can be who only ſee it from the pit 
and boxes. I know the whole machinery of 
the interior, and can laugh the better at the 
filly wonder and wild conjectures of the unin- 
formed ſpectators. This accident, I think, 
cannot in the leaſt affect your election, which 
is finally ſettled with your friend Mr Eliot. 
For, let who will prevail, I preſume, he will 
conſider me enough, not to overturn an ar- 
Jrangement of that ſort, in which he cannot 


me, poſſibly be perſonally intereſted, 80 pray 
ans go on with your parliamentary preparations. 
pon Have that object always in your view, and 
vourWpurſue it with attention. 

cant I take it for granted, that your late refidence 
verſWin Germany has made you as perfect and cor- 
God ect in German, as you were before in French; 


at leaſt it is worth your while to be ſo, 8 
it is worth every man's while to be perfectly 
maſter of whatever language he may ever have 
ccaſion to fpeak. A man is not himſelf, in 
a language which he does not thoroughly poſ- 
eis; his thoughts are degraded, when inele- 
Wy or imperfectly expreſſed; he is cramped 
and confined, and conſequently can never 


zppear to advantage. Examine and analyſe 
fel Vor. IVV 3  thole 
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thoſe thoughts that ſtrike you the moſt, either 
in converſation or in books; and you will 
find, that they owe at leaſt half their merit to 
the turn and expreſſion of them. There is 
nothing truer than that old ſaying, Nihil die. 
tum quod non prius dictum. It is only the 
manner of ſaying or writing it, that makes it 
appear new. Convince yourlelt, that Manner if 
is almoſt every thing, in every gs: and I 
ſtudy it accordingly. _ A 
I am this moment informed, and [ believe 
truly, that Mr Fox is to ſucceed Mr Pelham, 
as firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and your friend 
Mr Yorke, of the Hague, to ſucceed Mr Fox 
as Secretary at War. I am not ſorry for this 
promotion of Mr Fox, as I have always been 
upon civil terms with him, and found him 
ready to do me any little ſervices. He is 
frank and gentleman-like in his manner; and, 
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1 to a certain degree, I really believe will be 
i your friend upon my account; if you can af. Il 
1 terwards make him yours upon your own,Wh 
| Fant mieux. I have e more to ** no win 
but Adieu. ri 
\ 
N 
LE TZI 
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London, March the 15th, 1954. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


to 
> 1586 


Tice E are here in the midſt of a ſecond 
the winter; the cold is more ſevere, and 
8 it 


the ſnow deeper, than they were in the firſt, I 


ner preſume your weather in Germany is not much 
and WE more gentle: and therefore, I hope that you 
are quietly and warmly fixed at ſome good 
eve town; and will not riſk a ſecond burial in the 
lam inow, after your late fortunate reſurrection 
and out of it. Your letters, I ſuppoſe, have not 


end been able to make their way through the ice; 
For for I have received none from you fince that 
thi hof the 12 of February from Ratiſbon. I 


veenMam the more uneaſy at this ſtate of ignorance, 


himWbecauſe I fear that you may have found ſome 


le ij ſubſeq uent inconveniencies from your over- 
andiſiturn, which you might not be aware of at firſt. 

Il bl The curtain of the political theatre was part- 

n al-Wly drawn up the day before yeſterday, and ex- 
ow hibited a ſcene which the public in general did 

nowihnot expect: the Duke of Newcaſtle was decla- 

red firit Lord Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 

Mr Fox Secretary of State in his room, and 

Mr Henry Legge Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

E TY The employments of Treaſurer of the Navy, 

and Berretary at wal, ſuppoſed to be vacant 
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by the promotion of Mr Fox and Mr Legge, 
were to be kept in petto till the diſſolution of 
this Parliament, which will probably be next 
| week, to avoid the expence and trouble of un- 
neceſſary te. elections; but it was generat. 
ly ſuppoſed that Colonel York of the Hague 


was to ſucceed Mr Fox, and George Gren- 
ville Mr Legge. This ſcheme, had it taken 
place, you are, I believe, aware, was more a 
temporary expedient, for ſecuring the elections 


of the New Parliament, and forming it, at its 
firſt meeting, to the intereſts and the inclina- 
tions of the Duke of Newcattle and the Chan- 
cellor, than a plan of Adminiſtration either 
intended or wiſhed to be permanent. This 
| ſcheme was diſturbed yeſterday : Mr Fox, who 
had ſullenly accepted the ſeals the day before, 
more ſullenly refuſed them yeſterday. His 
object was to be firſt Commiſſioner of the 
— Treaſury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and conſequently to have a ſhare in the elec- 
tion of the New Parliament, and a much great- 
er in the management of it when choſen... This 


neceſſary conſequence of his view defeated it; 
and the Duke of Newcaſtle, and the Chancel- 
lor, choſe to kick him up ſtairs into the Secre- 


taryſhip of State, rather than truſt him with 


either the election or the management of the 


new Parliament. In this, conſidering their 
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reſpeCtive ſituations, they certainly ated wife- 


| ly ; but whether Mr Fox has done ſo, or not, 


in refuſing the ſeals, is a point which I can- 
not determine. If he is, as I preſume he is, 
animared with revenge, and, I believe, would 
not be over ſcrupulous in the means of grati- 
fying it, I ſhould have thought he could have 
done it better, as a Secretary of State, with 
conſtant admiſſion into the Cloſet, than as a 
private man at the head of an oppoſition. But 


WI ſce all theſe things at too great a diſtance to 
be able to judge ſoundly of them. 


The true 
ſprings and motives of political meaſures are 
confined within a very narrow circle, and known 
to very few; the good reaſons alledged are ſel- 
dom the true ones. The public commonly 
judges, or rather gueſſes, wrong; and I am 
now one of that Public. I therefore recom- 
mend to you a prudent pyrrhoniſm in all mat- 
ters of ſtate, until you become. one of the 


wheels of them yourſelf, and conſequently ac- 


quainted with the general motion, at leaſt, of 
the others: for as to all the minute and ſecret 
iprings, that contribute more or leſs to the 
whole machine, no man living ever knows. 
them all, not even he who has the principal 
direction of it; as in the human body there 


| are innumerable little veſſels and glands, that: 


have a good deal to do, and yet eſcape the 
E23 knows: 
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knowledge of the moſt ſkilful anatomiſt : he | 


will know more, indeed, than thoſe who only 
ſee the exterior of our bodies; but he will ne» if 
ver know all. This buſtle and theſe changes 
at Court, far from having diſturbed the quiet 
and ſecurity of your election, have, if poſtible, 
rather confirmed them; for the Duke of New- 
_ eaſtle (I muſt do him jnſtice) has, in the kind- 
eſt manner imaginable to you, wrote a letter | 
to Mr Eliot, to recommend to him the utmoſt | 
care of your election. 
Though the plan of adminiſtration is thus 
unſettled, mine for my. travels this ſummer 
is finally ſettled; and I now communicate it 
to you, that you may form your own upon it. 
I propoſe being at Spa on the 10th or 12th of 
May, and ſtaying there till the 107 of July, 
As there will be no mortal there during my ſtay, 
it would be both unpleaſant and unprofitable 
to you to he ſhut up tete Atte with me the 
whole time ; I ſhould therefore think it beſt 
for you not. to come to me there till the laſt 
week in June. In che mean time, I ſuppoſe, 
that, by the middle of April, you will think 
you have had enough of Manheim, Munich, 
or Ratiſbon, and that diſtrict.. Where would 
you chuſe to go then? ſor J leave you abſo- 
lutely your choice. Would you go to Dreſ- 
den for a month or ſix. weeks ? ? Thatis a good 
- ew 
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deal out of your way; and I am not ſure that 
Sir Charles will be there by that time. Or 
TW would you rather take Bonn in your way, and 
paſs the time till we meet at the Hague? 
From Manheim you may have a great many 
good letters of recommendation to the Court 
of Bonn; which Court, and its Elector, in 
one light or another, are worth your ſeeing. 
From thence your journey to the Hague will 
W be but a ſhort one; and you would arrive 
there at that ſeaſon of the year -when the- 
Hague is, in my mind, the moſt agreeable, 
ſmiling ſcene in Europe; and from the Hague 
you would have but three very eaſy days jour- 
neys to me at Spa. Do as you like; for, as I 
told you before, ella e aſſolutamento padrone. 
But, leſt you ſhould anſwer, that you deſire 
to be determined by me, I will eventually tell 
you my opinion. I am rather inclined to the 
latter plan; T mean, that of your coming to 

Bonn, ſtaying there according as you like it, 
and then paſſing the remainder of your time, 

zoſe, that is May and June, at the Hague. Our 
hink Neonnection and tranſactions with the Republic 
nich, of the United Provinces are ſuch, that you 
ould cannot be too well acquainted with that con- 
\bſo- {Wlitution, and with thoſe people. You have 
Yreſ- {Eſtabliſhed good acquaintances there, and you 
good Fave been Fetoié round by the foreign Mini- 
_—. „„ | ſters ;: 
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ſters: ſo that you will be there en pas connu: 
Moreover, you have not feen the Stadthouder, 
the Gouvernante, nor the Court there; which 
a bon compte ſhould be ſeen. Upon the whole 
then, you cannot, in my opinion, paſs the 
months of May and June more agreeably, or 
more uſefully, than at the Hague. However, 
if you have any other plan that you like bet- 
ter, purſue it: Only let me know what you 
_ intend to do, and 1 ſhall ah 1 A 
gree to it. 

The Parliament will be diſſolved in about 
ten days, and the writs for the election of the 
new one iſſued out immediately afterwards: 
ſo that, by the end of next month, you may 
depend upon being Membre de la chambre 
baſſe; a title that ſounds high in foreign 
countries, and perhaps higher than it deſerves. 
I hope you will add a better title to it in your 
own; I mean, that of a good ſpeaker in Parlia- 
ment: you have, I am ſure, all the materials 
neceſſary for it, if you will but put them to- 
gether and adorn them. I ſpoke in Parliament 
the firſt month I was in it, and a month. be- 
fore I was of age; and from the day I was 

elected, till the day that I ſpoke, I am ſure I 
| thought nor dreamed of nothing but ſpeaking. .ſſ 

The firſt time, to ſay the truth, I ſpoke very 
indifferently : as to the matter: but it paſſed 
| | to» 
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| olerably, in favour of the ſpirit with which I 
Iuttered it, and the words in which I dreſſed 
it, I improved by degices, till at laſt it did 
Wo crably well. The Houſe, it muſt be oẽn- 
4, is always extremely indulgent to the two 
or three firſt attempts of a young ſpeaker; 
and, if they find any degree of common ſenſe. 
Wn what he ſays, they make great allowances 
or bis inexperience, and for the concern which 
hey ſuppoſe him to be under. I experienced 
hat indulgence; for, had I not been a young 
Member, I thould certainly have been, as I 
pwn I deſerved, reprimanded by the Houſe 
or ſome ſtrong and indiſcreet things that 1 


.. aid, Adieu! it is indeed high time. 

-ign — — — ay E” 
ves. L. ET TER CCLXXVI. 
— £148 London, March the 26th, 1754. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


rials. 

1 Es TER DAV I received your letter of the 
15" from Manheim, where I find you 

ment 


ave been received in the uſual gracious 
anner; which I hope you return in a grace- 
al one. As this is a ſeaſon of great devotion 
Ind ſolemnity in all Catholic countries, pray 
Inform yourſelf of, and conſtantly attend to, 
l their filly and pompous Church- ceremonies: 
ne ought to know them. I am very glad 
that 
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that you wrote the letter to Lord , 


which, in every different caſe that can poſſibly I 
be ſuppoſed, was, I am ſure, both a decent and 
a prudent ſtep. You will find it very difficult, 
whenever we meet, to convince me that you 
could have any good reaſons for not doing it: 
for I will, for argument's ſake, ſuppoſe, what 
I cannot in reality believe, that he has both 


ſaid and done the worſt he could of and by 


you; what then? How will you help your: 
| ſelf? Are you in a ſituation to hurt him! 
Certainly not ; but he certainly is in a fitua- 
tion to hurt you. Would you ſhow a ſullen, 
pouting, impotent reſentment? I hope not: 
leave that ſilly, unavailing ſort of reſentment 
to women, and men like them, who are always 
guided by humour, never by reaſon and pru- 
dence. Thar periiſh, pouting conduct is a 
great deal too young, and implies too little 
knowledge of the world, for one who has ſeen 
ſo much of i: as you have. Let this be one 
invariable rule of your conduct—Never to 
ſhow the leaſt ſymptom of reſentment, which 
you cannot to a certain degree gratify; but 
always to ſmile, where you cannot ſtrike, 
| There would be no living in Courts, nor-in- 
deed in the world, it one could not conceal, 
and even diflemble, the juſt cauſes of reſent: 
ment which one meets with every day in 


active 
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active and buſy life. Whoever cannot maſter 
his humour enough, pour faire bonne mine a 


)l 7 

10 nmauvais jeu, ſhould leave the world, and re- 

1; tire to ſome bermitage in an unfrequented 
; . 4 


deſart. By ſhowing an unavailing and ſullen 


ou f 
it: Nreſentment, you authoriſe the reſentment of 
hat thoſe who can hurt you, and whom you can- 


not hurt; and give them that very pretence, 


oth 
* which perhaps they wiſhed for, of breaking 
1 W with and injuring you: whereas the contrary 


behaviour would lay them under the reſtraints 
of decency at leaſt; and either ſhackle or ex- 
poſe their malice. Beſides, captiouſneſs, ſul- 
lenneſs, and pouting, are molt exceedingly 


* illiberal and vulgar. Un honnete homme ne tes 
vays connoit point. | 

pru- I am extremely glad to hear that you are 
is zoon to have Voltaire at Manheim: immedi- 


little ately upon his arrival, pray make him a thou- 
ſeenlſand compliments from me. I admire him 
one woſt exceedingly ; and whether as an Epic, 
er to Dramatic, or Lyric Poet, or Proſe-writer, I 
Fhichbink I juſtly apply to him the Ni molitur 
; buff eptẽ. I long to read his own correct edition 


Mile ef Les Annales de l Empire, of which the 4. 
in · Nrẽge Chronolegique de Þ Hiſtoire Univerſelle, 
1ceal, bich I have read, is, I ſuppoſe, a ſtolen and 
eſent · {perfect part: however, imperfeCt as it is, 


ay inf. has explained to me that chaos of hiſtory of 
active ſeen 
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ſeven hundred years, more clearly than any 
other book had done before. You judge ver 
rightly, that I love le flyle leger et fleuri. I do 
and ſo does every body who has any parts and 
taſte. It ſhould, I confeſs, be more or le 
fleuri, according to the ſubject ; but at tb 
ſame time I aſſert, that there is no ſubjeCt that 
may not properly, and which ought not to bei 
adorned, by a certain elegancy and beauty of 
ſtyle. What can be more adorned than Ci. 
_ cero's Philoſophical Works? what more than 
Plato's? It is their eloquence only that has 
preſerved and tranſmitted them down to u 
through ſo many centuries; for the philoſophy 
of them is wretched, and the reaſoning pan 
miſerable. But eloquence will always pleaſe, 
and has always pleaſed. Study it therefore; 
make it the object of your thoughts and at: 
_ tention. Uſe yourſelf to relate elegantly; that 
is a good ſtep towards ſpeaking well in Par: 
liament. Take ſome political fubject, turn i 
in your thoughts, conſider what may be ſaid 
both for and againſt it; then put thoſe argu: 
ments into writing, in the moſt correct and 
elegant Engliſh you can. For inſtance, A 
ſtanding army, a place-bill, &c. As to the 
former, conſider, on one ſide, the danger 
ariſing to a free country from a great ſtanding 
military force ʒ on the other ſide, conſider th 
neceſſity 


an neceſſity of a force to repel force with. Exa- 
ery 
dog 
and 
lek 
the 
that 
o be 
y of 
Ci. 
than 
bas 
tO Us 
ophf 
Patt 
eaſe, 
fore; 
d at. 
 thaſand give you an habitual eloquence : for I 
Par would not give a farthing for a mere holiday 


how far places may bias and warp the con- 
duct of men, from the ſervice of their country, 


Court ; and, on the other hand, confider whe- 
ther they can be ſuppoſed to have that effect 


can be in an uncertain and precarious employ- 


mind, all the arguments that can be urged on 


urn eloquence, diſplayed once or twice in a ſeſſion, 


e ſaid?" a ſet declamation ; but I want an every- day, 


argu: ready, and debicual eloquence, to adorn ex- 
a and tempore and debating ſpeeches; to make bu- 


ce, Mfneſs not only clear, but agreeablez and to 
to the 
angels 
inding 
der th 
ceſlity 


this you may acquire, and make habitual to 
Jou, with as little trouble as it coſt you to 
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mine whether a ſtanding army, though in it- 
ſelf an evil, may not, from eircumſtances, 
| become a neceflary evil, and preventive of 
greater dangers. As to the latter, confider 


into an unwarrantable complaiſance to the 


upon the conduct of people of probity and po- 
perty, who are more ſolidly intereſted in the 
permanent good of their country than they 


ment. Seek for, and anſwer in your own 


either fide, and write them down in an elegant 
| ſtyle. This will prepare you for debating, 


pleaſe even thoſe whom you cannot inform, 
and who do not deſire to be informed. All 
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dance a minuet as well as you do. You now 


thinking of it. 


wiſh you had, becauſe I always endeavoured 
to put ſomething into them which I hope 


which I will pour out all my experience of the 
world, and which, I hope, you will truſt to, 


of them to have been erroneous z and, if you 
who, you are ſure, does not mean to miſlead 
in the ſame perſon; the vivacity and ſpirit of 
youth, with the caution and experience of age. 


declared Secretary of State for the ſouthern 


_ willingly, and, as I hear, with a promiſe that 
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7 


d; 
wo 


dance it mechanically, and well, without 

I am ſurpriſed that you found bur one letter 
from me at Manheim, for you ought to have 
found four or five: there are as many lying 
for you, at your banker's at Berlin; which I 


may be of uſe to you. 
When we meet at Spa, next 1 we muſt 
have a great many ſerious converſations; in 


C - * A 2 7 i 
2 9 . 5 Ve e 5 . > i X 
— oh e ENT 2 89 3 8 27 EC 2 x 25 8 XIE n >= : 
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more than to your own young notions of men 
and things. You will, in time, diſcover moſ 


follow them long, you will perceive your er- 
Tor too late: but, if you will be led by a guide, 


you, you will unite two things, ſeldom united 
Laſt Saturday, Sir Thomas Robinſon, who 
had been the King's Miniſter at Vienna, was 


department, Lord Holderneſs having takeu 
the northern. Sir Thomas accepted it un- 


cloſed for Mr Eliot: 
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he wall not keep it long. Both his health 
and ſpirits are bad, two very diſqualifying cir- 
cumſtances for that employment; yours, I 
hope, will enable you, ſome time or other, to 
go through with it. In all events, aim at it; 
and it you fail or fall, let it, at leaſt, be ſaid 
of you, Magnis tamen excidit aufes, [> Adieu. 


CS q — 
— „ 


CCLXXVIIL : 


London, april the 5th, 1754: 


1 1 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 7 
RECEIVED, yeſterday, your letter of the 
1 20th March, from Manheim, with the in- 
it was a very proper one; 
and J have forwarded it to him by him Mr 
Harte, who ſets out for Cornwall to- morrow 

morning. 6 
I am very glad that you aſe PTY to tranſ- 
8 ; and I do not care of what, provided 


you ſtudy the correctneſs and elegancy of 


your ſtyle. The Life of Sextus Quintus is 
the beſt book, of the innumerable books writ- 
ten by Gregorio Leti, whom the Italians, very 
juſtly, call Leti caca libri. But I would ra- 
ther that you choſe ſome pieces of oratory for 
your tranſlations 3 whether ancient or modern, 
Latin or French; which would give you a2 
more oratorial train of thoughts and turn of 

T2: expteſ- 
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expreſſion. In your letter to me, you make 
uſe of two words, which, though true and 
correct Engliſh, are, however, from long 
diſuſe, become inelegant, and ſeem now to be 


ſtiff, formal, and, in ſome degree, ſcriptural, 


The firſt is the word namely, which you intro- 
duce thus: You inform me of a very agreeable 


piece of news, namely, that my election is ſe. 
cured. Inſtead of namely, I would always uſe 


which is, or that is, that my election is ſecu- 


red. The other word is, Mine own inclina- 
tions: this is certainly correct, before a ſub- 
ſequent word that begins with a vowel ; but 


it is too correct, and is now diſuſed as too 


formal, notwithſtanding the hiatus occaſioned 
by my own. Every language has its peculiari- 
ties; they are eſtabliſhed by uſage ; and, whe- 


ther right or wrong, they muſt be complied 


with. I could inſtance many very abſurd 


ones in different languages ; but ſo authoriſed 
by the jus et norma loquendi, that they muſt 
be ſubmitted to. Namely, and to wit, are 


very good words in themſelves, and contri 


bute to clearneſs more than the relatives 
which we now ſubſtitute in their room ; but, 


however, they cannot be uſed, except in 2 
ſermon, or ſome very grave and formal com- 
\ poſitions. It is with language as with man- 


3 they are both eſtabliſhed by the uſage 
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man- 
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of 
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of people of faſhion ; it muſt be imitated, it 
muſt be complied with, Singularity 1 is only 
pardonable in old age and retirement; I may 
now be as ſingular as J pleaſe, but you may 
not. We will, when we meet, diſcuſs theſe 
and many other points, provided you will give 
me attention and credit; without both which 
it is to no Purpoſe to adviſe either you or any 


65 


body elſe. 


I want to know your determination, where 
you intend to (if I may uſe that expreſhon) 
while away your time, till the laſt week in 
June, when we are to meet at Spa. I conti- 
nue rather in the opinion which I mentioned 
to you formerly, in favour of the Hague; but, 
however, I have not the leaſt objection to Dreſ- 
den, or to any other place that you may like 
better. If you prefer the Dutch ſcheme, you 
take Treves and Coblentz in your way, as al- 
ſo Duffeldorp : all which places I think. you 
have not yet ſeen. At Manheim you may 
certainly get good letters of recommendation: 
to the Courts of the two Electors of Treves. 
and Cologne, whom you are yet unacquaint- 
ed with; and I ſhould wiſh you to know them. 
all. For, as I have often told you, olim hec 
meminiſſe juvabit. There is an utility in ha- 
ving ſeen what other people have ſeen, and: 
there 1 isa ns pride in having ſeen what. 


. others 


666 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


others have not ſeen. In the former caſe, you 
are equal to others; in the latter, ſuperior, 
As your ſtay abroad will not now be very 
long, pray, while it laſts, ſee every thing and 
every body you can; and ſee them well, with 
care and attention. It is not to be conceived 
of what advantage it is to any body to have 
ſeen more things, people, and countries, than 
other people in general have: it gives them a 
credit, makes them referred to, and they be- 
come the objects of the attention of the com- 
pany. They are not out in any part of polite 
converſation; they are acquainted with all the 


places, cuſtoms, courts, and families, that are 


likely to be mentioned; they are, as Monſieur 
de Maupertuis juſtly obſerves, de tous les pais, 


comme les ſcavans ſont de tous les tems. You 


have, fortunately, both thoſe advantages: the 


only remaining point is de voir les faire va» 


lair; for without that, one may as well not 
have them. Remember that very true maxim 
of La Bruyere's, Qu'on ne vaut dans ce monde 
gue ce qu'on veut valoir. The knowledge of 
the world would teach you to what degree you 
ought to ſhow ce que vous valez. One muſt 
by no means, on one hand, be indifferent a- 
bout it; as, on the other, one muſt not diſ- 
play it with affectation and in an overbearing 
manner: but, of the two, it is better to ſhow 


_ to0- 


to 
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too much than too little. Adieu. 


4 


1 1 T3 K..- IANK 


| Ws Bath, November the 27th, 1754. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HEARTILY congratulate you upon the loſs 
7 of your political maidenhead, of which 1 
have received from others a very good account. 
hear, that you were ſtopped for ſome time 


in your career; but recovered breath, and fi- 
niſhed it very well. I am not ſurpriſed, nor 
indeed concerned, at your accident; for I re- 


member the dreadful feeling of that ſituation 


in myſelf; and as it muſt require a moſt un- 


Lam not rather glad you ſtopped. You muſt 


ling as it ſeems) of riſing up and fitting down 
again. Nothing will contribute ſo much to 


and of private bills in the morning. 'There, 


0 8 | 5 acci - 


common ſhare of impudence to be unconcern- 
ed upon ſuch an occaſion, I am not ſure that 


therefore now think of hardening yourſelf by 
degrees, by uſing yourſelf inſenſibly to the 


ſound of your own voice, and to the act (tri- 


this as commitee-work, of elections at night,. 


alking ſhort queſtions, moving for witneſſes. 
to be called in, and all that kind of ſmalk 
g I vare, will ſoon fit you to ſer up for yourſelf, 
lam told that you are much mortified at your: 
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khis occaſion; and have aſſured me, that they 
plainly find it will do, though they perceived 
from that natural confuſion you were in, that 


very well, and have ſufficient encouragement 
to go on. Attend therefore aſſiduouſiy, and 
obſerve carefully all that paſſes in the Houſe; 
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accident; but without reafon : pray, let it ra- Ni 


ther be a-ſpur than a curb to you. Perſevere; 


and depend upon it, it will do well at laſt, No 
When I ay, Perſevere, 1 do not mean that you ble 
ſhould ſpeak every day, nor in every debate. ere 


Moreover, I would not adviſe you to ſpeak a- par 
gain upon public matters for ſome time, per- MW”! 
haps a month or two: but I mean, never loſe ro 


view of that great object; purſue it with diſ- and 
cretion, but purſue it always. Pelotez en at- Mea 
tendant partie. You know I have always 


5 told you, that ſpeaking in publie was but a2 i 
knack, which thoſe who apply to moſt will 
fucceed in beſt. Two old Members, very 

good judges, have ſent me compliments upon a 


you neither faid all, nor perhaps what you in- 
tended. Upon the whole, you have fet out 


for it is only knowledge and experience that nd 


can make a debater. But if you ſtill want i Pr 
comfort, Mrs — 


„I hope, will adminiſter Nou 


it to you; for, in my opinion, ſhe may, if ſhe { th 
will, be very comfortable; and with women, ' * 
28 with 0 in Parliament, en 080 
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ein moſt certainly prevail, ' ſooner or later. 

What little I have played for here, I have 
won; but that is very far from the conſidera- 
ble ſum which you heard of. I play every 
evening from ſeven till ten, at a crown whiſt 
party, merely to ſave my eyes from reading or 
writing for three hours by candle-light. I 
propoſe being in town the week after next, 
and hope to carry back with me much more 
ealth than I brought down here. Good night. 


Mr Stanhope being returned to N and ſeeing his = 
father almoſt every day, is the occaſion of an inter- 
91 ruption of two years in their correſpondence. 


W 
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| " Bath, November the 15th, 1586. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


RECEIVED yours yeſterday. morning, to- 
gether with the Pruſſian papers, which 
| have read with great attention. If Courts 
\d {Would bluſh, thoſe of Vienna and Dreſden 
dught, to have their falſehoods ſo publicly 
at Ind fo undeniably expoſed. The former will, 
nt preſume, next year, employ an hundred 
er Nhouſand men, to anſwer the accuſation; and 
he f the Empreſs of the Two Ruſſias is pleaſed 
0, e argue in the ſame cogent manner, their 
ce Mesic will be too * tor all che King of 
ill Pruſſia's 


5 King's good will, I would give him an ach 
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Pruſſia's rhetoric. I well remember the treaty 
ſo often referred to in thoſe pieces, between 
the two Empreſſes, in 1746. The king wa 
ſtrongly preſſod by the Empreſs Queen to ae. 
cede to it. Waſſenaer communicated it to me 
for that purpoſe. I aſked him if there were 
no ſecret articles; ſuſpecting that there wer 
ſome, becauſe the oſtenſible treaty was a mere 
| harmleſs defenſive one. He aſſured me there 
were none. Upon which I told him, that x 
| the King had already defenſive alliances with 
thoſe two Emprefſes, I did not ſee of what ul: 
bis acceſſion to this treaty, if merely a defen 
ive one, could be, either to himſelf or the 
other contracting parties; but that, however, 
if it was oniy deſited as an indication of the 


by which his Majeſty ſhould accede to tha 
_ treaty, as far, but no farther, as at preſent he 


ſtood engaged to the reſpective Empreſſes HP 
the defenſive alliances ſubſiſting with each, acti 
Ibis offer by no means ſatisfied him; which ale 
was a plain proof of the fecret articles nov Y 
brought to light, and into which the Court al alt] 
Vienna hoped to draw us. I told W afſenaa<'< 
ſo, and after that I heard no more of his ine 
vitation. oblig 


e ſtill be in the changes a 
Court, of which I find that all the particulais 
| „ | +. J 
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re not yet fixed. Who would have thought, 
year ago, that Mr Fox, the Chancellor, and 

he Duke of Newcaltle, ſhould all three have 

uitted together; nor can I yet account for 

t: explain it to me, if you can. I cannot ſee, 

either, what the Duke of Devonſhire and 

ox, whom I looked upon as intimately united, 

an have quarrelled about, with relation iy 

he Treaſury ; inform me, if you know. 1 

erer doubted of the prudent verſatility of 

our Vicar of Bray; but I am ſupriſed at 

)brien Windham's going out ot the Treaſury, 

there I ſhould have thought that the inte- 

eſt of his brother-in-law George Grenville 1h 

would have kept him. nd”, - 
Having found myſelf rather worſe theſe =_ | 

wo or three laſt days, I was obliged to take 

ome ipecacuana laſt night; and, what you 

ill think odd for a vomit, I brought it all 

p again in about an hour, to my great ſatis- 

action and emolument, which is ſeldom the 

ale 1n reſtitutions. 6 : 

You did well to go to the Duke of New 

altle ; who, I ſuppoſe, will have no more 

evecs: however, go from time to time, and 

leave your name at his door; for you have 

obligations to him. Adieu. a 
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r CCLXXXI. 
| | | Bath, December the 14%, 1756, h 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
HAT can I ſay to you from this place ¶ſe 
/ where every day is ſtill but as c 
firſt, though by no means ſo agreeably paſſ*4 Ml :+ 
as Anthony deſcribes his to have been? Ti. 
fame nothings ſucceed one another every di to 
with me, as regularly and uniformly as th tri 
| hours of the day. You will think this tire e. 
ſome, and fo it is; but how can I help iti tri 
Cut off from ſociety by my deafneſs, and di- an 
ſpirited by my ill health, where could I b fyi 
better? You will ſay, perhaps, Where coullf no; 
you be worſe? Only in priſon, or the galleßg | 
I confeſs. However, I ſee a period to my ſta 
here; and I have fixed, in my own mind,: 
time for my return to London; not invited 
there by either politics or pleaſures, to both 
which I am equally a ſtranger; but merely to 
be at home; which, after all, according to 
the vulgar faying, is home, be It never 10 
homely. 8 
The political ſettlement, as it is 5 15 
I find, by no means ſettled: Mr Fox, who 
took this place in his way to his brother Ce, 
| where he intended to paſs a month, was ſtop: 
ped ſhort by an expreſs, which he receive 
from 
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hes his connection, to come to town imme 
diately; and accordingly he ſet out from hence 
very early, two days ago. I had a very long 
converſation with him; in which he Was, 
CE ſcemingly at leaſt, very frank and communi- 
cative: but ſtill I own myſelf in the dark. In 
thoſe matters, as in moſt others, half know- 
ledge (and mine is at moſt that) is more apt 
to lead one into error, than to carry one to 
truth; and our own vanity contributes to the 
ſeduction. Our conjectures pals upon us for 
truths; we will know what we do not know, 
and often what we cannot know: ſo morti- 
tying to our pride is the bare 8 b of 1 "es 2 
norance! 

It has been reported b that the Empreſs 
of Ruſſia is dying: this would be a fortunate 
„ event indeed for the King of Pruſſia, and ne- 
ted ceflarily produce the neutrality and inaction, 
at leaſt, of that great power; which would be 
/ Wa heavy weight taken out of the oppoſite ſcale 
; ito the King of Pruſſia. The Huguſtiſima 
muſt, in that caſe, do all herſelf: for, though 
France will no doubt promiſe largely, it will, 
believe, perform but ſcantily; as it deſires 


who Ro better, than that the different powers of 
5 

er germany ſhould tear one another to pieces. 

top. I hope you frequent all the Courts; a man 

ive 


hould make his face familiar there. Long 
Vor. IV. G | habit 


— , —˙¹ ꝛ ar WET a 
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habit produces favour inſenſibly: and acquaint- 1 

1 ance often does more than friendſhip, in that } 

climate, where les beaux ſentimens are not the \ 

natural growth. . \ 
Adieu! I am going to the ball, to fave my t 

i RES _- from reading, and my mind from thinks Tr 
| ing. V 
i 2 3 i 
| N 7 7 1 
| IL. E T & E : "ol CCLXXXI. h 
; | | Bath, January the 1ath, 1757. 5 
; MY DEAR FRIEND, n 
| WA1TED quietly, to ſee „ either your t 


leiſure, or your inclinations, would allow a 
N you to honour me with a letter; and at laſt 11 
| received one this morning, very near a fort- © 
| night after you went from hence. You will MW a 
ſay, that you had no news to write me; and 
_ that probably may be true; but, without news, n 
one has always Gmeking to ſay to thoſe with MW N 
p 
h 


| whom one deſires to have any thing to do. 
ll © - Your obſervation is very juſt with regard to 
l the King of Pruſſia, whom the moſt auguſt t. 
| Houſe of Auſtria would moſt unqueſtionably iſ | 
| Have poiſoned a century or two ago. But, now h. 
that terras Aſtraa reliquit, Kings and Princes *: 
die of natural deaths: even war 1s puſillani- by 
mouſly carried on in this degenerate age; qua- P 
ter 15 given; towns are taken, and the people 
| | ſpared? 
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1 ſpared: even in a ſtorm, a woman can hardly 


hope for the benefit of a rape. Whereas (ſuch | 
was the humanity of former days) priſoners 
were killed by thouſands in cold blood, and 
the generous victors ſpared neither man, wo- 
man, nor child. Heroic actions pf this kind 
were performed at the taking of Madebourg. 
The king of Pruſſia is certainly now in a ſitu- 
ation that muſt ſoon decide his fate, and make 
him Cæſar or nothing. Notwithſtanding the 
march of the Ruſſians, his greateſt danger, in 
my mind, lies weſtward. I have no great no- 
tion of Apraxin's abilities, and I believe many 
a Pruſſian Colonel would out- general him. 
But Brown, Piccolomini, Luccheſe, and many 
other Veteran officers in the Auſtrian —_ 
are reſpectable enemies 

Mr Pitt ſeems to me to have almoſt as 
many enemies to encounter as his Pruſſian 
Majeſty. The late Miniſtry, and the Duke's 


party, will, I preſume, unite againſt him and 


his Tory friends: and then quarrel] among 
themſelves again. His beſt, if not his only, 
chance of ſupporting himſelf, would be, if he 
had credit enough in the city, to hinder the 
advancing of the money to any Adminiſtration 
but his own; and I have met with ſome peo- 
ple here who think that he has. 
oh have put off my journey from hence for a 
„ week, 


_ — ena — * — 
—— 
—y]— —ͤ—„- — 


— —— — 


week, but no longer. I find J ſtill gain ſome 
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1 

ſtrength and ſome fleſh here, and therefore! d 
will not cut while the run is for me. I 
By a letter which I received this morning le 
from Lady Allen, I obſerve that you are ex- t 
tremely well with her; and it is well for you at 
to be ſo, for ſhe is an excellent and warm puff, ll y 

A propos (an expreſſion which is commonly 7. 
uſed to introduce whatever is unrelative to it) V 
you ſhould apply to ſome of Lord Holderneſs's Mt > 
people, for the peruſal of Mr Cope's letters, te 

| It will not be refuſed you; and the ſooner you m 
have them the better. I do not mean them as ti 
models for your manner of writing, but as“ 
out lines of the matter you are to write upon, bi 
If you have not read Hume's Eſſays, read te 
them; they are four very ſmall volumes; I lo 
have juſt finiſhed, and am extremely pleaſed in 
with them. He thinks impartially, deep, of. lt 
ten new; and, in my mind, commonly Juſt, gc 
Adieu. | 5 
ti 

N TOY, CCC 
„/ ge oY CCLXXXIII. ha 
Blackheath, September the 15th, 1757. . 

MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
ORD Holdernefs has been fo kind as to Ib 
communicate to me all the letters which WM **< 

art 


he has received trom you hitherto, dated the 
| 1 5% 
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15, 19%, 234, and 26 Auguſt; and alſo a 
draught of that which he wrote to you the 9˙ 


inſtant. Iam very well pleaſed with all your 


letters: and, what is better, I can tell you that 


the King is ſo too; and he ſaid, but three days 
ago, to Monſieur Munchauſen, He (meaning 


you) ſets out very well, and I like his letters: 
er, that, like moſt of my Engliſh Mini- 
flers abroad, he does not grow idle hereafter. 
So that here 1s both praiſe to flatter, and a hint 


| to warn you. What Lord Holderneſs recom- 


mends to you, being by the King's order, in- 


timates alſo a degree of approbation; for the 
| Hacker ink, and the larger character, ſhow, that 
bis Majeſty, whoſe eyes are grown weaker, in- 

tends to read all your letters himſelf. There- 
fore, pray do not neglect to get the blackeſt 


ink you can; and to make your Secretary en- 


large his hand, though d'ailleurs it is a my 


good one. 


Had I been to wiſh an 2dvantageous ſitua- 
tion for you, and a good debut in it, I could 
not have wiſhed you either, better. than both 
have hitherto. proved. The reſt will depend 
entirely upon yourſelf: and I own, I begin to 
have much.better hopes than I had; for I know 


by my own - experience, that the: more one 


works, the more willing one is to work. We 


are all, more or leſs, des animaux d' habitude.. 


8 3 


L 
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I remember very well, that when I was in bu. 
ſineſs, I wrote four or five hours together every 


day, more willingly than I ſhould now half an 


hour; and this is moſt certain, that when a 


man has applied himſelf to buſineſs half the 


day, the other halt goes off the more cheer» 


fully and agreeably. This I found ſo ſenſibly, 


when I was at the Hague, that I never taſted 
company fo well, nor was ſo good company 
myſelf, as at the ſuppers of my poſt-days. | 
take Hamburgb, now, to be le centre du refuge 
gllemand. If you have any Hanover refugies 
among them, pray take care to be particularly 
attentive to them, How. do you like your 


| houſe? Is it a convenient one? Have the Gaf- 
ferolles been employed in it yet? You will find 


les petits ſoupers fins leſs expenſive, and turn to 


better account, than large dinners for bien 
companies. 


I hope you hve written to the Duke of 


| Newcaſtle; I take it for granted, that you have 
to all your brother-miniſters of the northern 


department. For God's ſake be diligent, alert, 


active, and indefatigable, in your buſinels. 


You want nothing but labour and induſtry, 
to be, one dap, whatever 1 ous in Tm 

n Way. 
We think and talk of nothing here but Breſt, 
which is univerſally ſuppoſed to be the objed 
| „ 
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of our great expedition. A great and import- 
ant object it is. I ſuppoſe the affair muſt be 
bruſque, or it will not do. If we ſucceed, it 


will make France put ſome water to its wine. 
As for my own private opinion, I own Irather 


with than hope ſucceſs. However, ſhould our 
expedition fail, Magnis tamen excidit aufis ; 


and that will be better than our late UNE 


manner of making waTr. 

To mention a perſon to you whom I am 
very indifferent about, I mean myſelf, I vege-. 
tate till Juſt as I did when we parted ; but I 


think I begin to be ſenſible of the autumn of. 
the year, as well as of the autumn of my own: 
life, I feel an internal awkwardneſs, which 
in about three weeks I ſhall carry with me to 
the Bath, where I hope to get rid of it, as I. 
did laſt year. The beſt cordial I could take, 
would be to hear, from time to time, of your 
induſtry and diligence ; for in that caſeI ſhould 
conſequently hear of your ſucceſs. Remember 
your own motto, Nullum numen abeſt, fi ſit 


ſrudentia. Nothing is truer. Yours. 


Pee EI 1 


— 


LETTER CCLAXAIV. 
Blackheath, September the 230, 1957. 
ur DEAR FRIEND, 
RECEIVED but the fy before yeſterday 
Four 
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Eg oO Doe 


your letter of the 39, from the head- - quar- 
ters at Selſingen ; and, by the way, it is but 
the ſecond that I have received from you ſince 


the cauſe of your going to the army, I approve 
of the effect; for I would have you, as much 


That is the true and uſeful knowledge, which 
informs and improves us when we are young, 


Olim hac meminiſſe juvabit. I could with that 
a book, a ſhort note only, of whatever you ſee 
2 German album, ſtuffed with people's names 


and Latin ſentences; but I mean ſuch a book 


kept. A propos de bettes, for I am told he al- 
ways wears his; was his Royal Highneſs very 


8& LORD CHESTERFIELD) | 
your arrival at Hamburgh. Whatever was 
as poſhble, ſee every thing that is to be ſeen, 


and amuſes us and others when we are old: 
you would (but I know you will not) enter in 


or hear that is very remarkable: I do not mean 


as, if you do not keep now, thirty years hence 
you would give a great deal of money to have 


gracious to you, or not? I have my doubts a 


bout it. The neutrality which he has conclu- 
ded with Marechal de Richelieu, will prevent 


that bloody battle which you expected; but 


what the King of Pruſſia will ſay to it, is an- 


other point. He was our only ally 3 3.at pre- 
ſent, probably we have not one in the world. 


If the King of Pruſſia can get at Monſieur de 
Soubize' 8 and che Imperial army, before other 


troops 
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roops have joined them, I think he will beat 
them: but what then? He has three hundred 


giving either party a victory; which is plain, 
by each party's claiming it. Upon my word, 


ter than they are. 

Hamburgh, I find, warme with Grafe, 
rains, Fiirfls, and Fiirſtins, Hocheits, and 
Wurchlaugticheits.. I am glad of it, for you 


| am ſtill more glad, that, being in the midſt 
ff them, you mult neccſſatily be under ſome 


In onſtraint of ceremony; a thing which you do 

ent | | 5 1 El N 
ot love, but which is, however, very uſeful. 

but 

5. I defired you in my laſt, and J repeat it a- 


gain in this, to give me an account of your 


4 Nur evenings? Have they, at Hamburgh, 
"4 6 : 1 . 0 . A 
„bat are called at Paris des Maiſons, where 
ber 3 I 3 „ 

me goes without ceremony, ſups or not as 


one 


thouſand men to encounter afterwards. He 
E muſt ſubmit; but he may ſay with truth, Si 
Pergama dextrd defendi poſſent. The late ac- 
tion between the Pruſſians and the Ruſſians 
has only thinned the human ſpecies, without 


our ſpecies will pay very dear for the quarrels 
and ambition of a few, and thoſe by no means 
the moſt valuable part of it. If the many 
were wiſer than they are, the few muſt be 
quicter, and would perhaps be juſter and bet· 


mult neceſſarily be in the midſt of them; and 


brate and domeſtic life. How do you paſs 
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one pleaſes? Are you adopted in any ſociety 
Have you any rational brother-miniſters, and 
which? What ſort of things are your operas} 
In the tender I doubt they do not excel; for 
mein lieber ſchatz, and the other tenderneſſy 
of the Teutonic language, would, in my 
mind, ſound but indifferently, ſet to ſoft my 
fic : for the bravura parts, T have a very great 
opinion of them; and das, der donner dic 
er/chiage, mult no doubt make a tremendouſly 


fine piece of recifativo, when uttered by an 
angry hero, to the rumble of a whole orcheiir | 


Including drums, trumpets, and French horns 
Tell me your whole allotment of the day; i 
which I hope four hours, at leaſt, are facre 
to writing; the others cannot be better em 

ployed than in liberal pleaſures. In ſhor, 
give me a full account of yourſelf, in you 
un- miniſterial character; your incognito, With 
out your fiocehi. I love to fee thoſe, in whon 
I intereſt myſelf, in their undreſs, rather thai 
in gala; I know them better ſo. I recommend 
to you, etiam atque etiam, method and orde 
in every thing you undertake. Do you ob: 
ſerve it in your accounts? If you do not, 50 
will be a beggar, though you were to receii 
the appointments of a Spaniſh Ambaſſador ei 
traordinaty, which are a thouſand piſtdles | 
month; and in your miniſterial buſineſs, | 


yo 


/ 


re; 
ra: 
alc 


gre 
nt 
up] 
em 
vou 
Dofe 
Dear 
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You have not regular and ſtated hours for ſuch 
and ſuch parts of it, you will be in the hurry 
Ind confuſion of the Duke of N———-, 
Poing every thing by halves, and nothing well 
Wor ſoon. I ſuppoſe you have been feaſted 
hrough the Corps diplomatique at Hamburgh, 
W:cepting Monſieur Champeaux; with whom, 
owever, I hope you live poliment et galam- 
nent at all third places. 
Lord Loudon is much blamed pere for his 
ttraite des dix milles; for it is ſaid that he 
pad above that number, and might, conſe- 


nM uently, have acted offenſively, inſtead of re- 
 wWrcating 3 eſpecially, as his retreat was con- 
red c2ry to the unanimous opinion (as it is now 


aid) of the council of war. In our Miniſtry, 


on ſuppoſe, things go pretty quietly; for the D. 
rout N. has not plagued me theſe two months. 
iW ben his Royal Highneſs comes over, which, 


hon take it for granted, he will do very ſoon, 

thußhbe great puſh will, I preſume, be made at his 
ncnMGrace and Mr Pitt; but without effect if they 
degree, as it is viſibly their intereſt to do; and 
ob that cafe, their Parliamentary ſtrength will 
upport them againſt all attacks. You may 
cenFWemember, I ſaid at firſt, that the popularity 
»r eirould ſoon be on the fide of thoſe who op- 
poſed the popular Militia Bill; and now it ap» 
ears i with a en in almoſt every 
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county in England, by the tumults and inſur. 


moſt all that I think, I wiſh ”ou- a yoo ſup 


ten. Do not ſtare at the ſeeming paradox; 
for it is an undoubted truth, That the leſs one 
bas to do, the leſs time one finds to do it in. 
One yawns, one procraſtinates; one can do 


_ own experience has, by this time, continent 


quite over with a very great man; who wil 


fortunate one. He has qualities of the mind 


rections of the people, who ſwear that they 
will not be enliſted. That filly ſcheme muſt 
therefore be de dropped as quietly as may be. 
Now I have told you all that I know, and al- 


per, and a * night. 


L E T I E | 8 CCLXXXY, 


Blackheath, September the zorn, 1759, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Have ſo little to do, that I am ſurpriſed 
how I can find time to write to you ſo of- 


it when one will, and therefore one ſeldom 
does it at all: whereas thoſe who have a great 
deal of buſineſs, muſt (to uſe a vulgar ex- 
preſſion) buckle to it; and then they always 
find time enough to do it in. I hope your 


you of this truth. 
I received your laſt, of the 8, It is now 


ſtill be a very great man, though a very un- 


that 
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hat put him above the reach of theſe misfor- 
tunes; and 1f reduced, as perhaps he may, 
Ito the marche of Brandenburgh, he will al- 
Jays find in himſelf the comfort, and with all 

the world the credit, of a philoſopher, a legiſ- 
Ilator, a patron and a profeſſor of arts and ſci- 
ences. He will only loſe the fame of a con- 
queror: a cruel fame, that ariſes from the 
deſtruction of the human ſpecies. Could it 
be any ſatisfaction to him to know, I could 
tell him, that he is at this time the moſt po- 
Ipular man in this kingdom; the whole nation 


and completes his ruin. Between you and 
ne me, the King was not lefs enraged at it him- 
in, elf, when he ſaw the terms of it; and it af- 
do fected his health more than all that had hap- 
om pened before. Indeed, it ſeems to me a vo- 
eat luntary conceſſion of the very worſt that could 
ex- have happened in the worſt event. We now 
ays begin to think that our great and ſecret expe- 
dition is intended for Martinico and St Do- 
mingo; if that be true, and. we ſucceed in 
the attempt, we ſhall recover, and the French 
loſe, one of the moſt valuable branches of 
ommerce, I mean ſugar. The French now 
ſupply all the foreign markets in Europe with 
that commodity.z we only ſupply ourſelves 


with it, This would make us lome amends 
VoL. IV. H „„ 


being enraged at that neutrality which haſtens 
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for our ill luck, or ill conduct, in North 4 
merica : where Lord Loudon, with twelye 
thouſand men, thought himſelf no match fo 

the French with but ſeven; and Admira 

| Holbourne, with ſeventeen ſhips of the line, 
declined attacking the French, becauſe thy 
had eighteen, and a greater weight of meta ice 
according to the new ſea-phraſe, which wait 
unknown to Blake. I hear that letters harm 
been ſent to both, with very ſevere reprimand th 

I am told, and I believe it is true, that we 2 

_ negotiating with the Corſican, I will not fat": 
rebels, but aſſertors of their natural rights»! 
to receive them, and whatever form of go: 
vernment they think fit to eſtabliſh, under ou we 
protection, upon condition of their deliverigf “ 
up to us Port Ajaccio; which may be made an. 
ſo ſtrong and ſo good a one, as to be a full e far 
quivalent for the loſs of Port Mahon. Tb re) 

ts, in my mind, a very good ſcheme : tot «v 

i though the Corſicans are a parcel of cruel and 
= perfidious raſcals, they will in this caſe be to 
tied down to us by their own intereſt and their: 
own danger; a folid ſecurity with knavesW va 
though none with fools. His Royal Highneß to 
the Duke is hourly expected here: his arrival fu! 

vill make ſome buſtle; for I believe it is cer ſhe 
| tain, that he is reſolved to make a puſh at tht gla 
Duke of N—, Po, and Co; but it will be in 2c 

| e! 
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equal, if they continue to agree, as, to my 
W--rtain knowledge, they do at preſent. This 
WParliament is theirs; cetera quis neſcit. 
Now I have told you all I know, or have 
W.card, of public matters, let us talk of private 
Woncs, that more nearly and immediately con- 
ceru us. Admit me to your fire-fide, in your 
Wittle room; and as you would converſe with 
Ime there, write to me ſor the future from 
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e chence. Are you completely nippe yet? Have 
arMWyou formed what the world calls connections; 
bat is, a certain number of acquaintances, 
tos whom, from accident or choice, you frequent 
go, more than others? Have you either fine or 
ou well-bred women there? Ta.. il quelque bon 
ingen? All fat and fair, I preſume z too proud 


ade and too cold to make advances, but at the 
| e.Mſame time too well- bred and too warm to 
"hi reject them when made by un honnete homme 
{8 avec des manieres. 

and Mr * * is to be married, in about a month, 
be to Miſs * *. Lam very glad of it; for, as he 
heit will never be a man of the world, bas will al- 
ves ways lead a domeſtic and retired life, ſhe ſeems 
nel to have been made on purpoſe for him. Her na- 
rival tural turn is as grave and domeſtic as his; and 
cer-MW ihe ſeems to have been kept by her aunts 2 le 
t the glace, inſtead of being raiſed in a hot- bed, as 
e in molt young ladies are of late. If, three weeks 
tual M2: hence, 
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hence, you write him a ſhort compliment Mt 
congratulation upon the occaſion, he, his mo. i 
ther, and zutti quanti, would be extremely Wl 8 
pleaſed with it. Thoſe attentions are always t. 
kindly taken; and coſt one nothing but pen, r 
ink, and paper. I conſider them as draught e. 
upon good: breeding, where the exchange is Ml * 


always greatly in favour of the drawer. . 4 
profes of exchange; I hope you have, wih 
the help of your Secretary, made yourſelf cor. b 
rectly maſter of all that fort of knowledge— Ml " 
Courſe of Exchange, Agio, Banco, Reichs- Tha. b 
lers, down to Marien Groſchen. It is very 
little trouble to learn it; it is often of great uſe ” 
to n it. Good Ae and God bleſs you e 
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Blackheath, October the 10th, 175. ſc, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


PF is not without ſome difficulty that Iſnatch A 
this moment of leiſure from my extreme * 
idleneſs, to inform you of the preſent lament- Ii © 
able and aſtoniſhing tate of affairs here, which 
you would know but imperfectly from the!“ 
public papers, and but partially from your 
private correſpondents. Or ſus then Our in · I ©: 
vincible Armada, which coſt at leaſt half a » 

| million, failed, as you know, ſome weeks ago; er 
the object kept an inviolable ſceret; conjece lie 
tue 
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tures various, and expeCtations great. Breſt 


vas perhaps to be taken ; but Martinico and 
y st Domingo, at leaſt, When lo! the impor- 
ant iſland of Aix was taken without the leaſt 
n, reſiſtance, ſeven hundred men made priſon - 
ers, and ſome pieces of cannon carried off. 
From thence we failed towards Rochfort, 
4 which it ſeems was our main object; and con- 
th ſequently one ſhould have ſuppoſed that we 


had pilots on board who knew all the ſound- 
ings and landing places there and thereabouts: 
but no; for General M-——t aſked the Ad- 
ry miral, if he could land him and the troops 


ale near Rockfort ? The Admiral ſaid, With great. 
„u, WT caſe. To which the General replied, But 
can you take us on board again? To which 


7 the Admira! an{wered, That, like all naval 
operations, will depend Wen the wind. If 
ſc, ſaid the Genera), Pll e'en go home again. 
teh A Council of War was immediately called; 
me where it was unanimouſly reſolved, that it was 
nt · N du . to return: accordingly they are 
ich returned. As the expectations of the whole 


the nation had been raiſed to the higheſt pitch, 


out tbe univerſal dijappointment and indignation 


in- Pave ariſen in proportion; and 1 queſtion - 


fa whether the ferment of mens minds was ever 
g greater. Suſpicions, you may be ſure, are va- 
jec· FW ous and endleſs; but the moſt prevailing one: 
ures M4 5 is, 
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is, that the tail of the Hanover neutrality, 
like that of a comet, extended itſelf to Roch. 
fort. What encourages this ſuſpicion 1s, that 
aFrench man of War went unmoleſted through 
our whole fleet, as it lay near Rochfort. Had- 
dock's whole ſtory is revived; Michels repre- 
ſentations are combined with other circum- 
ſtances; and the whole together makes up a 
maſs of diſcontent, reſentment, and even 
fury, greater than perhaps was ever known in I 
this country before. Theſe are the facts; 
draw your own concluſions from them: for 
my part, I am loſt in aſtoniſhment and con- 
jectures, and do not know where to fix. My 
experience has ſhown me, that many things 
- which ſeemextremely probable are not true, and 
many which ſeem highly improbable are true; 
ſo that I will conclude this article, as Joſephus 
does almoſt every article of his hiſtory, with 
ſaying, But of this every man will believe as he 
thinks proper. What a diſgraceful year will 
this be in the annals of this country! May its 
good genius, if ever it appears again, tear out 
thoſe ſheets, thus ſtained and blotted by our 

ignominy! 
Our de affairs are,: as far as I Lage 
any thing of them, in the ſame ſituation as 
when I wrote to you laſt ; but they will begin 
to be in motion upon the approach of the ſel- 
ion, 
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don, and upon the return of the Duke; whoſe 
arrival is moſt impatiently expected by the 


in his way. | 
I teave this place next Saturday, and 3 

don the Saturday following, to be the next tt day 

Lat Bach. Adieu. 


E „ „„ 

London, October the 188 1757. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, _ | 
OUR laſt, of the 3o"t paſt, was a very 
good letter: and I will believe half of 
os what you afſure me that you returned to the 
nd Landgrave's civilities. I cannot poſſibly go 
farther than half, knowing that you are not 
laviſh of your words, eſpecially in that ſpecies 
of cloquence called the adulatory. Do not uſe 
too much diſcretion, in profiting of the Land- 
grave's naturalization of you; but go pretty 
oſten and feed with him. Chuſe the company 
bf your ſuperiors, whenever you can have it; 
bat is the right and true pride. The miſtaken 
and filly pride is, to primer among inferiors. 
Hear, O Iſrael! and wonder. On Sunday 
morning laſt, the Duke gave up his commiſſion 
dt Captain General, and his regiment of 
uards. Lou alk me why ? I cannot tell you: 
but 


mob of London, though not to ſtrow flowers 
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but I will tell you the cauſes aſſigned ; which 
perhaps, are none of them the true ones. 1 
is ſaid that the King reproached him with hi 
ving exceeded his powers, in making the Hy 
nover Convention; which his R. H. abfolute. 
1y denied, and threw up thereupon. This i 
certain, that he appeared at the drawing- room 
at Kenſington laſt Sunday, aſter having quit 
ted, and went ſtraight to Windſor ; where, a 
people ſay, he intends to reſide quietly, and 
amuſe himſelf as a private man. But I con- 
jecture that matters will ſoon be made uy 
again, and that he will reſume his employ: 
ments. You will eaſily imagine what ſpecu- 
lations this event has occaſioned in the pu- 
blic: I ſhall neither trouble you, nor mylel}, 
with relating them; nor would this ſheet of 
paper, or even a quire more, contain them, 
Some refine enough, to ſuſpect that it is a con- 
certed quarre], to juſtify ſomebody to ſomebol 
with regard to the Convention; but I do not 

believe it. 

His R. H.“s veauly load the Hanover Mini 
ere, and more particularly our friend Mün— 
chauſen here, with the whole blame; but 
with what degree of truth, I know not. 'This 
only is certain, that the whole negotiation ol 
that affair was broached, and carried on, bf 
855 the Hanover Miniſters, and Monſicur Stem: 

berg 
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erg at Vienna, abſolutely unknown to the 
Z Engliſh Miniſters till it was executed. This 
Wir combined (for people will combine it) 
L vith the aſtoniſhing return of our great arma— 
. nent, not only re infectd, but even intentatd, 
Wakes ſuch a jumble of reflections, conjec- 
W ures, and refinements, that one is weary of 
W: caring them. Our Tacituſes and Machia- 
Fels go deep, ſuſpect the worſt, and perhaps, 
Ws they often do, overſhoot the mark. For my 
pwn part, I fairly confeis that I am bewilder- 


ind 


e, and have not certain poulata enough, not 
only to found any opinion, but even to form 
-cu-WonjcQtures, upon: and this is the language 
pu- hich I think you ſhould hold to all who ſpeak 
(eli, you, as to be ſure all will, upon that ſub- 
et oct. Plead, as you truly may, your own ig- 
em Worance ; and ſay, that is impolhble to judge 
con- pt thoſe nice points, at ſuch a diſtance, and 
bol eithout knowing all circumſtances, which you 
0 noWznnot be ſuppoſed to do. And as to the 


 {Wuke's reſignation ; you ſhould, in my opi- 
Mini- pion, ſay, that perhaps there might be a little 
Mün- oo much vivacity in the caſe; but that, upon 
; bude whole, you make no doubt of the thing's 
Thieing ſoon ſet right again; as, in truth, I dare 
jon ol ay it will. Upon theſc delicate occaſions you | 
on, bſÞult practiſe the miniſterial ſhrugs and per/i- 
Stem W:2e; for ſilent geſticulations, which you 
belg e would 
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would be moſt inclined to, would not be ſuf. 
ficent: ſomething muſt be ſaid; but that 
ſomething, when analyſed, muſt mount to 
nothing. As for inſtance, II eft vrai qu'on 
Sy perd, mais que voulez vous que Je vous diſe? 
— til y a bien du pour et du contre, un petit Re. 
7 dent ne voit gueres le fond du ſac Il faut ai. 
 tendre.—Thole ſort of expletives are of infinite 
uſe; and nine people in ten think they mean 
ſomething. But, to the Landgrave of Heſſe, 
I think you would do well to ſay, in ſeeming 
confidence, that you have good reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the principal objection of his Ma. 
jeſty to the Convention was, that his High- 
neſs's intereſts, and the affair of his troops, 
were not ſufficiently conſidered in it. Jo 
the Pruſſian Miniſter, aſſert boldly, that you 
know de ſcience certaine, that the principal 
object of his Majeſty's and his Britiſh Mini e 
ſtry's attention, is not only to perform all theit en 
preſent engagements with his Maſter, but to be 
take new and ſtronger ones for his ſupport; Ia 
for this is true at leaſt at preſent. th: 
Ioou did very well in inviting Comte Both. Mfc 
mar to dine with you. You fee how minute- dic 
ly Jam informed of your proceedings, though D 


not from yourſelf. Adieu. pro 
I go to Bath next Saturday; but direct you the 
letters, as uſual, to London. ſtag 


LET 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 95 


r CCLXXXVIII. 
| Bath, October the 26th, 17 0 | 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
ARRIVED here ſafe, but bar from ſound, : 
laſt Sunday. I have conſequently drank 
C theſe waters but three days, and yet I ind my- 
ſelf ſomething better for them. The night 
before I left London, I was for ſome hours at 


came in that morning, lay upon the table z 
and his Grace ſingled out yours, with great 
approbation, and at the ſame time aſſured me 
of his Majeſty's approbation too. 'To theſe 


ans vanite, may perhaps be near as good as 
the other two. In that letter you venture vos 


pal Petits ratſonements very properly, and then 


ni: Nas properly make an excuſe for doing ſo. Go 
zeit on fo with diligence; and you will be, what! 


to began to deſpair of your ever being, ſomebody, 


ct; Lam perſuaded, if you would own the truth, 
[thzt you feel yourſelf now much better ſatis- 


"the fed with yourſelf, than you were while you | 
ute- MW did nothing. | 
ugh Application to buſineſs, mended with ap- 


the mind; which, in idleneſs and inaction, 
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two approbations, I truly add my own; which, 


probation and ſucceſs, flatters and animates 


ſtagnates and putrefies. I would wiſh, that 
every 
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every rational man would, every night when 
he goes to bed, aſk himſelf this queſtion, What 
have I dene to-day? Have I done any thing 
that can be of uſe to myſelf or others? Havel 
employed my time, or have I ſquandered it! 
Have I lived out the day, or have I dozed it 
away in ſloth and lazineſs? A thinking being 
muft be pleaſed or confounded, according as 
he can anſwer himſelf theſe queſtions. I ob- 
ſerve that you are in the ſecret of what is in. 
tended, and what Münchauſen is gone to Stade 
to prepare: A bold and dangerous expert 
ment, in my mind; and which may probably 
end in a ſecond volume to the Hiſtory of the 
| Palatinate, in the laſt century. His Serene 
Highneſs of Brunſwick has, in my mind, play: 
ed a prudent and a ſaving game; and I am 
apt to believe, that the other Serene Highs 
neſs at Hamburgh is more likely to follow 
his example, than to embark” m the great 
ſcheme. | 

J ſee no ſigns of the Duke” s reſuming his 
_ employments z but, on the contrary, I am al. 
ſured, chat his Majeſty is cooly determined to 
do as well as he can without him. The Duke 
of Devonſhire, and Fox, have worked hard 
to make up matters in the cloſet, but to no 
purpoſe. People's ſelf. love is very apt to make 
them think themſelves more neceſſary than 
they 
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Royal Highneſs has been the dupe of that ſen- 


ag expected it: like my predeceſſor, Lord 


1 ſed to keep them. 
b. The whole talk of London, of this place, ; 


and of every place in the whole kingdom, is 


15 pedition. I have ſeen an Officer who was 
bl here, a very ſenſible and obſcrving man; who 
he old me, that, had we attempted Rochfort 
ene he day after we took the iſland of Aix, our 
ay ucceſs had been infallible : but that after we 
an ad ſauntered (God knows why) eight or ten 
g ays in the iſland, he thinks the attempt would 
log dre been impracticable; becauſe the French 
* ad in that time got together all the troops in 


ecret in that whole affair, which has not yet 
fanſpired; and-1 cannot help ſuſpecting that 


ul there; perhaps we were not deſirous, that 
oncerned nor conſulted, ſhould prove ſo: 


Vor. IV. 5 1 „ wiſe 


they are; and 1 ſhrewdly ſuſpect that luis 
timent, and was taken at his word when he 
Harrington; who, when he went into the 


loſet to reſign the ſeals, had them not about 
him; ſo ſure he en PET nn — 
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pf our great, expenſive, and yet fruitleſs, ex- 


hat neighbourhood, to a very conſiderable 
umber. In ſhort, there muſt have been ſome 
t came from Stade. Ve had not been ſucceſs- 
n expedition, in which we had neither been 


t was or creature; and a word to the 


wiſe will ſometimes go a great way. K 
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blic expects great diſcoveries Not I. 


for granted, is by this time dead, and he wear 
ſome other body's ſhackles. Her death come, 
with regard to the King of Pruſſia, comme l 


are now, and {till more barbarous as they hart 
been formerly, they have had very little re 
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is to have a public trial, from which the pu 


Do you viſit Soltikow, the Ruſhan Miniſter 
whoſe houſe, I am told, is the great ſcene 
pleaſures at Hamburgh ? His miſtreſs, I take 


moutarde apres diner. I am curious to le 
what tyrant will ſucceed her, not by Diving, 
but by Military right; for, barbarous as they 


gard to the more barbarous notion of Giving 


indefeaſible, hereditary right. M 
Tbe Prætorian bands, that is, the guards, in 
preſume, have been engaged in the intereſi bi. 

of the Imperial Prince: but till I think tha wi 

little John of Archangel will be heard of upoi Pa 
this occaſion, unleſs prevented by a quieting} on 
draught of Hemlock or Nightſhade ; for Ii th: 
ſuppoſe they are not arrived to the politer and ſti 
genteeler poiſons of leans Tufana *, | Tugar th 

plumbs, &c. W 

Lord Halifax bas accepted is old employ ob 
ment, with the Honorary addition of the Ca; tro 

binetſh me 


Acqua Tufana, a Neapolitan flow poiſon, reſemblu Tt 
clear water, and invented by a woman at N aples of the nan 
of Tufana. 
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binet Council. And ſo we heartily wifh you 
is good nights! 35109 ood 42 FR 646 
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ke Bath, November the 4th, 17 57. 85 
ary MY DEAR FRIEND, 

ey T ſons of Britain, like thoſe of Noah, | 
1 muſt cover their parent's ſname as well 
{ee as they can; for to retrieve its honour is now 
ne, too late. One would really think that our 
hey Miniſters and Generals were all as drunk as 


the Patriarch was. However, in your ſitua- 
re-M tion, you muſt not be Cham; but ſpread ; our 
ine cloak over our diſgrace, as far as it will go. 
M-———t calls aloud for a public trial; and 
6 in that, and that only, the public agrees with 
reli bim. There will certainly be one; but of 
tha what kind, is not yet fixed, Some are for a 
pot POT inquiry, others for a Martial 
ting : neither will, in my opinion, diſcover 
or | * true ſecret; for a ſecret there moſt unq ue- 
ani ſtionably is. Why we ſtaid fix whole days 1 in 
gar the iſland of Aix, mortal cannot imagine; 
which time the French employed, as it was 
oy obvious they would, in aſſembling all their 
Cai troops in the neighbourhood of Rochfort, and 
making our attempt then really impracticable. 
The day after we had taken the iland of Aix, 
5 95 3 your 
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your friend Colonel Wolfe publicly offered 
to do the buſineſs with five hundred men and 
three ſhips only. In all theſe complicated po. 
litical machines, there are ſo many wheels 
within wheels, that it is always difficult, and 
| ſometimes impoſlible, to gueſs which of them 
gives direction to the whole. Mr Pitt is con. 
vinced that the principal wheel, or, if you will, 
the /poke in his wheel,. came from Stade. This 
is certain, at leaſt,, that X —t was the 
man of confidence with that perſon. What- 
ever. be the truth: of the caſe, there is, to be 
ſure, hitherto, an hiatus valde deflendus. 
Phe meeting of the Parliament will. cer- 
tainly be very numerous, were it only from 
curioſity; but the majority on the fide of the 
Court will, L dare ſay, be a great one. The 
people of the late Captain- General, however 
inclined to oppoſe, will be obliged to concut. 
Their commiſſions,. which they have no de- 
fire to loſe, will make them tractable; for 
thoſe Gentlemen, though all men of honour, 
are of Soſia's mind, Que le vrai Amphitrion 
efk celui ou Pon: dine. The Tories, and the Ci- 
ty, have engaged to ſupport Pitt; the Whigs, 
the Duke of Newcaſtle; the independent, and 
the impartial, as you well know, are not worth 
mentioning. It is ſaid, that the Duke in- 
tends to bring the affair of his Convention in- 
5 = 


LETTERS TO HIS SON: rer 


to Parliament, for his own juſtificatian : I can 
hardly believe it, as I cannot conceive that 
tranſactions ſo. merely Electoral can be proper 
Jobjects of inquiry or deliberation for a Britiſh 
Parliament; and therefore, ſhould ſuch a 
motion be made, I preſume it will be imme- 
diately quaſhed. By the commiſſion lately 
given to Sir John Ligonier, of General and 
Commander in Chief of all his Majeſty's for- 
ces in Great Britain, the door ſeems: to be not 
only ſhut, but bolted, againſt his Royal High- 
meſs's return; and I have good reaſon to be con- 
inced, that that breach is irreparable.. The 
reports of ehanges in the Miniſtry, I am pret- 
m ty ſure, are idle and groundleſs. The Duke 
f Newcaſtle and Mr Pitt really agree very 
ell; not, I preſume, from any ſentimental 
tenderneſs. for each other, but from a. ſenſe 
hat it is theis mutual-intereſt;, and, as the late 
aptain-General's party is now out of the 
queſtion, I do not fee what ſhould produce 
e leaſt change. . 

The viſit lately made to Berlin was, T dare 
Ry, neither a friendly nor an inoffenſive one. 
The Auſtrians always leave behind them pret- 
laſting monuments of their viſits, or rather, 
iitations; not ſo much, I believe, from their 

rſt of glory, as from their hunger of prey. 

This winter, I take for granted, muſt pro- 

5 LT ono duce" 
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duce a peace, of ſome kind or another; a bad 
one for us, no doubt, and yet perape better 
than we ſhould get the year after. I ſuppoſe 
the King of Pruſſia is negotiating with France, 
and endeavouring by thoſe means: to get out 
of the ſcrape, with the loſs. only of Sileſia, 
and perhaps Halberſtadt by way of indemni- 
fication to Saxony; and, conſidering all cir- 
cumſtances, he would be well off upon thoſe 
terms. But then how is Sweden to be fatiſ- 


fied? Will the Ruſſians reſtore Memel? Will 


France have been at all this expence gratis? 
Muſt there be no acquiſition for them in Plan- 


ders? I dare fay, they have ſtipulated ſome 


thing of that ſort for themſelves, by the addi- 
tional and ſceret treaty, which I know they 
made, laſt May, with the Queen of Hungary. 
_ Muſt we give up whatever the French pleaſe 

to deſire, in America, beſides the ceſſion of 

Minorca in perpetuity ? I fear we muſt, or elle 
raiſe twelve millions more next year, to 2 
little purpoſe as we did this, and have conſe 
quently a worſe peace afterwards. I turn my 
eyes away, as much-as I can, from this miſe- 
rable proſpect; but, as a citizen and member 
of ſociety, it recurs to my imagination, not- 
withſtanding all my endeavours to baniſh it 
from my thoughts. © I can do myſelf or my 
country no good; but I feel the wretched fitua- 
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non of both: the ſtate of the latter makes me 


better bear that of the former; and, when IL 


zm called away from my ſtation here, I ſhall 


think it rather (as Cicero ſays of n 


nors donata quam vita erepta. 7 


I have often deſired, but in vain, the favoue. 
of being admitted into your private apartment 
at Hamburgh, and of being informed of your 
private life there. Your mornings, F hope and 
believe, are employed in buſineſs; but give 
me an account of the remainder of the day, 
which I ſuppoſe is, and ought to be, appro- 
priated to amuſements and pleaſures. In what 
houſes are you domeſtic! W ho are ſo in yours ?. 
In ſhort, let me in, and do not be denied to me. 

Here I am, as uſual, ſeeing few people, and: 
hearing fewer; drinking the waters regularly: 
to a minute, and am ſomething the better for: 
them. I read a great deal, and vary occaſion- 
ally my dead company. I converſe with grave 
folios in the morning, while my head is clear- 


eſt and my attention ſtrongeſt; I take up leſs. 


ſevere quartos after dinner; and at night IL 
chuſe the mixed company and amuſing chit- 
chat of octavos and duodecimos. Je tire parti 
de tout ce que je puis: that is my. philoſophy I 
and I mitigate, as much as I can, my phyſi- 


cal ills, by diverting ny attention to other 
9 
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Here is a report that Admiral Holbourne; : 
fleet is deſtroyed, in a manner, by a ſtarm:i 

J hope it is not true, in the full extent of thei 


would fill up the. meaſure of our. mis fortune 


report; but I believe it has ſuffered. Thi 
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Bath, November the zoth, 175% 
my DEAR FRIEND, oy 


Wr to you now; becauſe I tore: to 
\ write to you; and hope that my letters art 


- to you, for atherwife T have very 


little to inform you of. The King of Pruſſias 
late victory, you are better informed of than 


we are here. It has given infinite joy ta the 
unthinking public, who are not aware that it 
comes too late in the year, and too late in the 


war, to be attended with any very great: con- 


fequences. There are ſix or ſeven thouſand 
of the buman ſpecies lefs than there were a 
month ago, and that ſeems to me to be all. 


However, I am glad of it, upon account: of 
the pleaſure and the glory which it gives the 
King of Pruſha, to whom I wiſh well as a man 


more than as a King. And ſurely, he is ſo 
great a man, that had he lived ſeventeen ov 
_ eighteen hundred years ago, and his life been 


tlanſ- 


G 
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anſmitted to us in 2 language that we could. 
ot very well underſtand, 1 mean either Greek 
Latin, we ſhould have talked'of him as we 
: o now, of your Alexanders, your Cæſars, and 
nd others, with whom [I believe we have but. 
very flight acquaintance. Au reſte, I do not. 
| e that his affairs are much mended by this 
ictory. The ſame combination of the great 
Powers of Europe againſt. bin. ſtill, ſubſiſts, and. 
uſt at laſt prevail. I believe the French army 
ill melt away, 46 is uſual, in Germany; but. 
to Nis army is extremely. diminiſhed. by battles, 
are Mtigues, and deſertion, and he will find great. 
ery üffculties in. recruiting it from his own al- 
jus Neady exhauſted dominions. He muſt therefore, 
han Ind to be ſure. will, negotiate privately with. 
the e French, and get better terms that wm. than. 
t it could any other. 2 
the The report of the three General 8 | 
on- e Duke of Marlborough, Lord George Sack- 
ile, and General Waldegrave,, was laid be- 
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all. It four days upon M t's affair: nobody 
ab t knows what it is; but it is generally be- 
the Neved, that M-— will be brought to a Court- 
man ertial. That you may not miſtake this matter, 
s ſo 2% people here do, I muſt explain to you, 
n of at this examination, before the three above - 
been entioned General Officers, Was by no means 
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re the King laſt Saturday, after their having 8 
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fleet is deſtroyed, in a manner, by a ſterm: 
T hope it is not true, in the: full extent of the 
report; but I believe it has ſuffered. This 


| Adieu. 


3 to you, for otherwiſe Þ have very 

little to inform you of. The King of Pruſſia's 
late victory, you are better informed of than 
we are here. It has given infinite joy ta the 


Here is a report that Admiral Holbounne's 


would fill up the meaſure of our misfortuncs. 
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Bath, Wale the zoth, 1 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


WIITE to you now, banks I love to 
write to you; and hope that my letters are 


unthinking public, who are not aware that it 
comes too late in the year, and too late in the 


war, to be attended with any very: great con- 


fequences. There are ſix or ſeven thouſand 


of the human ſpeeies lefs than there were a 


month ago, and that ſeems to me to be all. 


However, I am glad of it, upon account: 0 
he pleaſure and the glory which. it gives the 
King of Pruſſia, to whom I wiſh well as a man 
more than as a King. And ſurely he is ſo 
great a man, that had he lived ſeventeen ot 
_ eighteen hundred years ago, and his life been 
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| tranſmitred to us in a language that we. could. 
not very well underſtand, 1 mean either Greek. 
Wor Latin, we ſhould have talked of him as we 
ao now of your Alexanders, your Cæſars, and 
and others, with whom [I believe we have but. 
very flight acquaintance. Au reſte, I do not. 
Iſee that his affairs are much mended by this. 
Wrictory. The ſame combination of the great: 
Powers of Europe againſt bim. ſtill. ſubſiſts, and. 
Imuſt at laſt prevail. I believe the French army 
vill melt away, 4 is uſual, in Germany; but. 
This army is extremely diminiſhed. by battles, 
fatigues, and deſertion, and he will find great. 
Kdifficulties in recruiting it from his own. al- 
ady exhauſted dominions. He muſt there fore, 
and to be ſure. will, negotiate. privately with. 
he French, and get better terms that way than. 
e could any other. 
The report of the three General Officers, 


I 


18! | 
„ be Duke of Marlborough, Lord George Sack- 
4 Pille, and General Waldegrave, was laid be- 


ore the King laſt Saturday, after their having 


E 
I. Wat four days upon M t's affair: nobody 
of Net knows what it is; but it is generally be- 


ieved, that Mt will be brought to a Court- 

Partial. Tbat you may not miſtake this matter, 

s mo/t people here do, I muſt explain to you, 

pat this examination, before the three above- 

nentioned General Officers, was by no means 
| & 


man teſtimony: and a very great degree of 
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a trial; but only-a previous inquiry into bi 
conduct, to fee whether there was, or was not, 
cauſe to bring him to a regular trial before 1 
Court-martial. The caſe is exactly paralle 
to that of a grand jury; who, upon a previous 
and general examination, find, or do not find, 
a bill, to bring the matter before the petty 
jury; where the fact is finally tried. For my 
own part, my opinion 1s fixed, upon that af- 
fair: I am convinced that the expedition was 
to be defeated; and nothing that can appear 
before a Court-martial can make me alter that 
opinion. I have been too long acquainted with 
human nature, to have great regard for hu- 


probability, ſupported by various concurrent 
circumſtances conſpiring in one point, will 
have much greater weight with me, than hu- 
man teſtimony upon oath, or even upon ho- 
nour; both which I have frequently ſeen con- 
ſiderably warped by private views. 
The Parliament, which now ſtands prorogued 
to the firſt of next month, it is thought will 
be put off for ſome time longer, till we know 
in what light to lay before it the ſtate of our 
alliance with Pruſſia fince the concluſion of the 
Hanover neutrality; which, if it did not quite 
break it, made at leaſt a great flaw in it. 
The birth-day was neither fine nor n 
an 
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and no wonder, fnce the King was that day 
ſeventy-five. The old Court and the young 


; one are much better together ſince the Duke's 
| WT retirement; and the King has preſented, the 
" Prince of Wales with a fervice of 1 

d, I am ſtill unwell, though I drink theſe wa- 
ty ters very regularly. I will ſtay here at leaſt 
ny WY fix weeks longer, where I am much quieter 
ale 


than I ſhould be allowed to be in town, When 
os WW things are in ſuch a miſerable baue 


bat nor confulred, ll leſs 9 * jeu by 


» ms 
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ent 1 Bath, November the 26th, 1757 
vil My DEAR FRIEND, & 

bu WJ Received, by the laſt mail, your ſhort 


ho- account of the King of Pruſha's victory; 
on- which victory, contrary to cuſtom, turns out 


more complete than it was at firſt reported to 
ued be. This appears by an intercepted letter from 
wil N Monſieur de St Germain to Monſieur d'Aﬀey 


now Wat the Hague; in which he tells him, Cette ar- 


our Wee et entierement fondue ; and lays the blame 


{ the 
zuits 


very ſtrongly upon Monſieur de Soubize. 


ded; 


| our, and almoſt adore) I am ſure is. Though 
an 
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But, be it greater, or be it leſs, I am glad of 
it; becauſe the King of Pruſha (whom I ho- 
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 @ailleurs, between you and me, ou eſt ce gu 
cela mene? To nothing, while that for midabł 
union of the three great Powers of Europ 
ſubſiſts againſt bim. Could that be any 
broken, ſomething might be done; withoyt 
which, nothing can. I take it for granted, 
rhat the King of Pruſſia will do all he cant 
detach France. Why ſhould not we, on on 
part, try to detach Ruſſia? At leaſt, in or 
_ preſent diſtreſs, omnia tentanda, and ſometime 
a lucky and unexpected hit turns up. Thi 
thought came into my head this morning; an 
I give it to you, not as a very probable ſcheme, 
but as a poſſible one, and conſequently wort 
trying The year of the Ruſſian ſubſidies (no. 
minally paid by the Court of Vienna, but real 
ly by France) is near expired. The former 
probably cannot, and perbaps the latter wil 
not, renew them. The Court of Peterſburgh 
is beggarly, profuſe, greedy, and by no means 
ſcrupulous. Why ſhould we not ſtep in there 
and out- bid them? If we could, we buy! 
great army at once; which would give an en: 
tire new turn to the affairs of that part of the 
world at leaſt. And, if we bid handſomely 
I do not believe the bonne foi of that 'Court 
would ſtand in the way. Both our Court and 
our parliament would, I am very ſure, Ls 


2 very great ſum, and very cheerfully, for 
A thi 
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| this purpoſe. In the next place, Why ſhould 
W not you wriggle yourſelf, if poſſible, into ſo 
great a ſcheme? You are, no doubt, much ac- 


Why ſhould you not ſound him, as entirely 


o Wfrom yourſelf, upon this ſubejct? You may 
Maſk him, What, does your Court intend to go 
Mon next year in the pay of France, to deſtroy 


the liberties of all Europe, and throw univerſal 
monarchy into the hands of that already great, 
and always ambitious, power? I know you 


mer and that for ſome miſerable ſubſidies, much 
will inferior to thoſe which I am ſure you might 
argh have, in a better cauſe, and more conſiſtent 


with the true intereſt of Ruſſia. Though not 
empowered, I know the manner of thinking 
of my own Court ſo well upon this ſubject, 


uy 3 l ö 
en- rhat 1 will venture to promiſe you much bet- 
* the ter terms than thoſe you have now, without 


nee leaſt apprehenſions of being diſavowed. 
out P hould he liſten to this, and what more may 
and Neccur to you to ſay upon this ſubject, and aſæ 
ge Pon, En ᷑crirai je à ma Cour? anſwer him, 
- ifor vez, ecrivez, Monſieur, hardiment. Je 
this Vor. IV. „ pren- 
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| quainted with the Ruſlan Reſident Soltikow? 


think, or at leaſt call, yourſelves the allies of - 
Ithe Empreſs Queen; but is it not plain, that 
jth WW ſhe will be, in the firſt place, and you in the 
no next, the dupes of France? At this very time 

you are doing the work of France and Sweden; 
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duoc 


N prendrai tout cela ſur moi. Should this hay. 
pen, as perhaps, and as heartily wiſh, it mij, 


Court. Tell them, that you thought the mes 


not help taking this little ſtep towards bringing 
it about; but that you mentioned it only 
from yourſelf, and that you have not in th 
leaſt committed them by it. If Soltikow lend 


are very ſure that his Majeſty would have ur 
 reconnoiſſance ſans bornes for all thoſe by whok 
means fo deſirable a revival of an old and long 


Keith's inſtructions are to the ſame effect: bu 
I will anſwer you, that you can, #f you pleaſy 
do it better than Mr Keith; and, in the nei 

place, that, be all that as it will, it muſt it 


an alertneſs in buſineſs. 


Duke of Newcaſtle, in which be congratulat 
me, in his own name, and in Lord Hard 
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then write an exact relation of it to your ow 


ſure of ſuch great importance, that you coul 


himſelf in any degree to this, inſinuate, tha, 
in the preſent ſituation of affairs, and particy 
larly of the King's Electoral dominions, yall 


friendſhip ſhould be brought about. You wil, 
perhaps, tell me, that, without doubt, M 


very advantageous to you at home, to ſhoy 
that you have at leaſt a contriving head, and 


I had a letter, by the laſt pon, From th 
wicke's, upon the approbation which your dil 


patches dive, not only to them two, butt 
ollen 
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J. zert. This ſucceſs, fo early, ſhould encou- 

age your diligence, and rouſe your ambition, 
f you have any; you may go a great way, 
f you deſire it, baving ſo much time before 
ou. 

I ſend you here incloſed the copy of the 
Report of the three General Officers, appoint- 


" 280 examine en into the conduct of 
* General M— It is ill written, and ill 


ſpelled: but no e you will decypher it. 
ou will obſerve, by the tenour of it, that it 
Points ſtrongly to a Court- martial; which, no 


boobt, will ſoon be held upon him. I pre- 
* ſume there will be no ſhooting, in the final 
kd Jentence; but I do ſuppoſe that there will be 


Preaking, GS. 7 
I bave had ſome ſevere returns of my . 
omplaints laſt week, and a am ſtill unwell ; I ; 
annot help it. = 
A friend of yours arrived here three days 
ago: ſhe ſeems to me to be a ſerviceable ſtrong- 
bodied bay mare, with black mane and tail; 
you eaſily gueſs. who I mean. She is come 
vith mamma, and without i caro ſpoſo. 


Adieu! my head will not let me 80 on 
onger. 


6 ee . 
1 dil e 5 
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E 1 OR R cxcn. 
Bath, December the 31ſt, 175% 
MY- DEAR FRIEND, 
Have this moment received your letter 
of the 18, with the incloſed papers. | 
cannot help obſerving, that, till then, you ne- 
ver acknowled 2 the a of any one of my 
letters. 858 L 
: ."S can eaſily conceive, that party- ſpirit among 
your brother Miniſters at Hamburgh runs 2 
high as you repreſent it, becauſe I can eafily 
believe the errors.of the human mind ; but, 
at the ſame time, I muſt obſerve, that ſuch a 
ſpirit is the ſpirit of little minds, and ſubaltem 
Miniſters, who think to atone, by zeal, for 
their want of merit and importance. The po- 
litical differences of the ſeveral Courts ſhould 
never influence the perſonal behaviour of 
their ſeveral Miniſters towards one another. 
Tbere is a certain procede noble et galant, 
which ſhould always be obſerved among th: 
Miniſters of Powers even at war with each 
other, which will always, turn out to the 


CONTI 


advantage of the ableſt; who will, in thoſe 
converſations, find or wake opportunities of 
throwing out, or of receiving, uſeful hints. 
When I was laſt at the Hague, we were at 
war with both France and Spain; fo that II 
could 
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could neither viſit, nor be viſited, by the Mi- 
niſters of thoſe two Crowns: but we met 
every day, or dined, at third places; where we. 
embraced as perſonal friends, and trifled,” at 
the ſame time, upon our being political ene- 
mies; and by this ſort of badinage, I diſco- 
vered ſome. things which I wanted to know, | 
There is not a more prudent maxim, than to 

live with one's enemies as if they may one 
ne il day become one's friends; as it commonly 
bappens, ſooner or later, in the ads of 


fly WY political affairs. S 1 
put, To your queſtion, which is a W and 
þ a prudent one, Whether I was authoriſed to 
er give you the hints, concerning Ruſſia, by any 
for people in power here? I will tell you that I 


was not: but, as I had preſſed them to try 


iy what might be done with. Ruſſia, and gor : 
oM Keith to be diſpatched thither ſome months 
her. {MW ſooner than otherwiſe, P dare ſay, he would, 
ant, with the proper inſtructions for that purpoſe, 

the WY wiched, that, by the hints I gave you, you 

each might have got the ſtart of him, and the me- 

the Wit, at leaſt, of having entamé chat matter 

hoſe with Soltikow. What you have to do with 
es of him now, when you meet with him at any 

nts i third place, or at his own houſe (where you 

re at WW are at liberty to go, while Ruſſia has a Mini- 

bat! ter in London, and we a Miniſter at Peterſ- 

could 
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burgh) is, in my opinion, to ſay to him, in 
an eaſy cheerful manner, He bien, Monſieur, 
Je me flatte que nous ſerons bien- tt amis pub. 
lics, auſi bien qu'amis perſonels. To which 
he will probably aſk, Why, or how? You will 
reply, Becauſe you know that Mr Keith is | 
gone to his Court with inſtructions, which you 
think muſt neceſſarily be agreeable there, 
And throw out to him, that nothing but a 
change of their preſent ſyſtem can ſave Livo- 

nia to: Ruſha for, that he cannot ſuppoſe, 
that, when the Swedes ſhall have recovered 
Pomerania, they will long leave Ruſſia in 
quiet poſſeſſion of Livonia. If he is ſo much 
a Frenchman as you ſay, he will make you 
ſome weak anſwers to this; but, as you will 

| have the better of the argument on your ſide, 
you may remind him of the old and almoſt 
uninterrupted connection between France and 
Sweden, the inveterate enemy of Ruſſia. 
Many other arguments will naturally occur to 
you in ſuch a converſation, if you have it. 
In this caſe, there is a piece of miniſterial art, 
which is fometimes of uſe; and that is, to 
fow- jealouſies among one's enemies, by 3 
ſeeming preference ſhown to ſome one of 
them. Monſieur Hecht's r&veries are reve: 
ries indeed. How ſhould his maſter have 
made the golden arrangements. which he 1 
F > 
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G f, and which are to be forged into ſhackles 
or General Fermor? The Pruſhan finances 
ire not in a condition now to make ſuch ex- 


Nell Monſieur Hecht, in confidence, that you 
Nope, tbe inſtructions. with which you know 
that Mr Keith is gone to Peterſburgh, may 


a ,ourt. | 
0+ I would adviſe you to live with that fame 
fe, onſieur Hecht, in all the confidence, fami- 


Rarity, and connection, which prudence will 
low. I mean it with regard to the King of 


ch ruſſia bimſelf, by whom I could wiſh you to 
ou Ie known and eſteemed as much as poſſible. 
vlt . may be of uſe to you ſome day or other. If 


an, courage, conduct, conſtancy, can get 
he better of all the difhculties which the 


Fiſe ſuperior to them. But ſtill, while this 


r to 
it. {WE/cadrons. His laſt victory, of the 5th, was 
art, Nrertainly the compleateft that has been heard 


, to If thefe many years. I heartily wiſh the 
y 3 WW ince of Brunſwick juſt ſuch a one over Mon- 
2 of ieur de Richelieu's army; and that he may 
ve · Woke my old acquaintance the. Marechal, and 
nave end him over here to polith and perfume us. 
talks 1 heartily: with you, in the e plain home · ſpun 
of, | ſtyle, 


Penſve arrangements. But I think you may 


have ſome effect upon the meaſures of that 


King of Pruſſia has to ſtruggle with, he will 


lliznce ſubſiſts againſt him, I dread les gros 
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and your manners to be uſeful and agreeabl 


brother will, by the time of your recetvin 
this, bave remitted you a proof, from 'Youn 


that of the 27%, with the Ruſſian manifeſy 
 incloſed; in which her Imperial Majeſty i 
all the Ruſſias has been pleaſed to give even 
reaſon, except the true one, for the march d 


celved a very great ſum of money ſrom France, 
or the Empreſs Queen, or both, for that pus 
poſe. Point argent point de Ruſſe, is nov 


and, according to my ſpeculations, thoſe troop 
will replace the French, in Hanover and 
Lower Saxony; and the French will go and 
join the Auſtrian Army. You aſk me, if! 
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fiyle, a great number of happy new yeaty 
well employed in forming both your min{ 


to yourſelf, your country, and your friend 
That theſe withes are ſincere, your Decretay 


1 — 
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London, rate the 8th, 116k 
MY DEAR FRIEND. 


Received by the ſame poſt your two letten 
J of the 13* and 17 paſt; and yeſterdy 


her troops againſt the King of Pruſſia, The 
true one, I take to be, that ſhe has juſt t. 


become a maxim. Whatever may be the mo 
tive of their march, the effects muſt be bad; 


ſtill 
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till deſpond ? Not ſo much as I did after the 
Wattle of Colen: the batiles of Roſbach and 
Lila were drams to me, and gave me ſome 
nomentary ſpirits z but though I do not ab- 
Wolutely deſpair, I own I greatly diſtruſt. * 
eadily allow the King of Pruſſia to be nec 
luribus impar ; but ſtill, when the plures a- 
ount to a certain degree of plurality, courage 
and abilities mult yield at laſt. Michel here 
> ures me, that he does not mind. the Ruſh- 
ans; but as I have it from the gentleman's 
"wn mouth, I do not believe him. We ſhalt 
ery ſoon ſend a ſquadron to the Baltic, to 
entertain the Swedes z which, I believe, will 
ut an end to their operations in Pomerania; 
0 that I have no great apprehenſions from that 
uarter; but Ruſſia, 1 ones, ſticks in my 
tomach. 
Every thing goes ſmoothly 3 in Parliament; x 
he King of Pruſſia has united all our parties. 
n his ſupport ; and the Tories have declared, 
hat they will give Mr Pitt unlimited credit 
or this ſeſſion: there has not been one. fingle 
viſion yet upon public points, and I believe 
ill not. Our American expedition is prepa- 
ing to go ſoon. The difpoſition of that affair 
ems to me a little extraordinary. Aber- 
rombie is to be the ſedentary, and not the 
cling, Commander Amherſt, Lord Howe, | 
and 


fiyle, a great number of happy new yeag 
well employed in forming both your mint 
and your manners to be uſeful and agreeab- 
to yourſelf, your country, and your friend 


brother will, by the time of your receiving 
this, have remitted you a proof, from Toun 


that of the 2, with the Ruſhan manifeſt 
incloſed; in which her Imperial Majeſty d 


reaſon, except the true one, for the march d 
her troops againſt the King of Pruſſia. The 
true one, I take to be, that ſhe has juſt 1. 


or the Empreſs Queen, or both, for that pus 
poſe. Point argent point de Ruſſe, is nov 


tive of their march, the effects muſt be bad; 
aud, according to my ſpeculations, thoſe troop 


Lower Saxony; and the French will go and 
7 join the Auſtrian Army. | You aſk me, if [ 


| 
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That theſe withes are ſincete, your Secretajy 
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- | ane February the Sth, n 
A* DEAR FRIEND. 


Received by the ſame poſt your two letten 
of the 13 and 17 paſt ; and yeſterdy 


all the Ruſſias has been pleaſed to give even 


ccived a very great ſum of money ſrom France, 
become a maxim. Whatever may be the mo 
wilt replace the French, in Hanover and 


ſill 
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un deſpond? Not ſo Much as I did after the 

Witte of Colen: the battles of Roſbach and 
Liſla were drams to me, and gave me ſome 
omentary ſpirits z but though I do not ab- 
olutely deſpair, I own I greatly diſtruſt. I 
readily allow the King of Pruſſia to be nec 
pluribus impar ; but (till, when the plures a- 
mount to a certain degree of plurality, courage 
and abilities muſt yield at laſt. Michel here 
aſſures me, that he does not mind the Ruſſi- 
ans; but as I have it from the gentleman's 
wn mouth, I do not believe him. We ſhalt 
very ſoon ſend a ſquadron to the Baltic, to 
entertain the Swedes ; which, I believe, will 
ut an end to their operations in Pomerania; 
o that I have no great apprehenſions from that 
uarterz but Rulſha, I ane ſticks in my 
lomach. 


he King of Pruſſia has united all our parties. 
n his ſupport ; and the Tories have declared, 
hat they will give Mr Pitt unlimited credit 
or this ſeſſion: there has not been one. ſingle 
ifion yet upon public points, and J believe 
ill not. Our American expedition is prepa- 
ing to go ſoon. The difpoſition of that affair 
ems to me a little extraordinary. Aber- 
rombie is to be the ſedentary, and not the 
| WE Commander Amherſt, Lord Howe, 
and. 


Every thing goes ſmoothly in Parliament; 5 
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and Wolfe, are to be the acting, and I hope = 
the active, Officers. I wiſh they may agree 
Amherſt, who is the oldeſt Officer, is unde Wi 
the influence of the ſame great perſon why 

influenced Mordaunt ſo much to the honouw 

and advantage of this country. This is mol 

certain, that we have force enough in Ame. 
rica to eat up the French alive in Canadz, 
Quebec, and Louiſbourg, if we have but ſkill 
and ſpirit enough to exert it properly; but of 
that I am modeſt enough to doubt. 

When you come to the egotiſm, which! 

bave long defired you to come to with me, 
you need make no excuſes for it. The ego 
tiſm is as proper and as ſatisfactory to ones 
friends, as it is impertinent and miſplacel Fl 
with ſtrangers. I defire to fee you in your 
everyday clothes, by your fire-fide, in your 
pleaſures; in ſhort, in your private life: but 
I have not yet been able to obtain this. When- 
ever you condeſcend to do it, as you promiſe, 
ſtick to truth; for I am not ſo uninformed of 
Hamburgh as perhaps you may think. 

As for myſelf, I am very unwell, and very \ 
weary of being ſo; and with little hopes, ail 
my age, of ever being otherwife. I often 
wiſh for the end of the wretched remnant df 
my life; and that wiſh is a rational one: but 
then the innate is. principle of felt- -preſervation 

| wiſel 
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NViſely implanted in our natures for obvious 
purpoſes, oppoſes that wiſh, and makes us 
endeavour to ſpin out our thread as long as 
we can, however decayed and rotten it may 
be; and in defiance of common: ſenſe, we ſeek 
on for that chymic „ vin which n ws 
when old. 

Whatever your ateine ste or dleaſures, 
may be at Hamburgh, I dare ſay you taſte them 
more ſenſibly than ever you. did in your life, 
ow that you have buſineſs enough to whet 
our appetite to them. Buſineſs one half of 
the day, is the beſt preparation for the plea- 
ſures of the other half. I hope, and believe, 
that it will be with you as it was with an apo- 
thecary whom I knew at Twickenham. A con- 
iderable eſtate fell to him by an unexpected 
accident; upon which he thought it decent to 
Jeare off his buſineſs. Accordingly, he gene- 
ouſly gave up his ſhop and his ſtock to his 
ead man, ſet up his coach, and reſolved to 
lire like a gentleman 3 but, in leſs than a 
onth, the man, uſed to buſineſs, found, 
that living like a gentleman was dying of en- 
ui: upon which he bought back his ſhop and 
ock, reſumed his trade; and lived very hap- 
ly, after he had fomerhing to do. Adieu. 


LET- 
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L 1 * * E K CCXCIV. 
BS TIER | London, February the 24th, In 
| my DEAR FRIEND, 
RECEIVED yeſterday your letter of the 1 1 
inſtant, with the incloſed ; which I t. 
turn you, that there may be no chaſm in you 
papers. I had heard before of Burriſh's death, 
and had taken ſome ſteps thereupon ; but! 
very ſoon dropped that affair, for ninety- nin 
good reaſons : the firſt of which was, that no. 
body is to go in his room; and that, had he 
Jived, he was to have been recalled from 
Munich. But another reaſon, more flattering; 
for you, was, that you could not be ſpatei 4 
from Hamburgh. Upon the whole, I am nok 
ſorry for it, as the place where you are nov 
is the great entrep#t of buſineſs ; and when i 
cCeaſes to be fo, you will neceſſarily go to ſomt 
of the Courts in the ne:ghbourhood, (Berlin, 
I hope and believe) which will be a mud 
more defirable ſituation than to ruſt at Mu 
nich, where we can never have any buſine 
beyond a ſublidy. Do but go on, and exet 
| Yourſelf where you ate; and better thing wil 
Toon follow. by 

Surely the ination of our army at Hanort 
continues too long. We expected wonders fro 
it ſome time ago, and yet nothing is _ 
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Jed. The French will ſoon receive reinforce- 
ments, and then be too ſtrong for us; where- 
Ias they are now moſt certainly greatly weaken- 
ed by deſertion, ſickneſs, and deaths. Does 
the King of Pruſſia ſend a body of men to our 
army or not? or has the march of the Ruſſians 
cut him out work for all his troops? I am a- 
fraid it has. If one body of Ruſſians joins the 
Auſtrian army in Moravia, and another body 
the Swedes in Pomerania, he will have his 
no WW bands very full; too full, I fear. The French 
bea, they will have an army of 180,000 men 
ton in Germany this year: the Emprefs Queen 
will have 150,000 ; if the Ruſſians have but 
40,000, what can reſiſt ſuch a force? The 
King of Pruſha may ſay, indeed, with more 
juſtice than ever any one perſon could before 
him, Moi, Medea ſupereſt. | 

You promiſed me ſome egotiſm; but Thave 
received none yet. Do you frequent the 
andgrave? Hantez vous les grands de la 
erre? What are the connections of the even- 
ng? All this, and a great deal more of this 
ese ind, let me know in your next. 
The houſe of Commons is ſtill very unani- 
ous : there was a little popular ſquib let off 
anohis week, in a motion of Sir John Glyn's, 
econded by Sir John Philips, for annual 


Parliaments. It was a very den ſcent, and 
— GS Put 
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put an end to by a diviſion of 190 to 70. 
Good night. Work hard, that you —_ di 
vert yourſelf well. 


5 
LITE: 


— 
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London, March the arh, 17509. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
SHOULD have been much more ſurpriſed 


at the contents of your letter of the 17% 
paſt, if I had not happened to have ſeen Sir 
C. W. about three or four hours before I re- 
ceived it. I thought he talked in an extraor- 
dinary manner: he engaged that the King of 
Pruſſia ſhould be maſter of Vienna in the 
month of May; and he told me, that you were 
very much in love with his daughter, Your 
letter explained all this to me; and next day, 
Lord and Lady E. gave me innumerable 
Inſtances of his frenzy, with which I ſhall not 
trouble you. What inflamed it the more ( 
it did not entirely occaſion it) was a great 
quantity of cantharides, which, it ſeems, he 
he had taken at Hamburgh, to recommend 
himſelf, I ſuppoſe, to Mademoiſelle John. He 
was let blood four times on board the ſhip, 
and has been let blood four times more {inc 
bis arrival here; but ſtill the inflammation 


continues very bigh. He is now under the 
care 
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| care of his brothers, who do not let him go 


abroad. They have written to this ſame Ma- 


demoiſelle John, to prevent, if they can, her 


coming to England; and told her the caſe; 
which when ſhe hears, ſhe muſt be as mad as 
he is, if ſhe take the journey. By the way, 
ſhe muſt be une Dame aventuriere, to receive 
a note for 10,000 roubles, from a man whom 
ſhe had known but three days; to take a con- 
tract of marriage, knowing he was married 
already; and to engage herſelf to follow him 
to England. I ſuppoſe this is not the firſt ad- 
venture of the ſort which the has had. 

After the news we received yeſterday, that 
the French had evacuated Hanover, all but Ha- 
mel, we daily expect much better. We purſue 
them, we cut them off en detazl, and at laſt we 
deſtroy their whole army. I with it may hap- 
pen; and, moreover, I think it not impoſſible. 

My head is much out of order, and only al- 
lows me to wiſh you good night. 


ma. 


?Lfñ—— 
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| London, March the i 1738. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, _ 
Have now your letter of 5 8t5 lying 
before me, with the favourable account 
of our progreſs in Lower Saxony, and reaſon- 
L 2 able 
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able proſpect of more deciſive ſucceſs. I eon- 


Münchauſen took his leave of me, to go to 


ved a very fortunate one. I look upon the 
French army as fondue; and, what with de- 
tertion, deaths, and epidemical diſtempers, I 


the Auſtrians, by beating either, before they 
be done. 


fear, will always be ſo, for he ſeems cum ra- 


in wiiting : he has anfwered-1t in writing too, 


of thinking; as for inſtance, when he deter 
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teſs I did not expect this, when my friend 


Stade and break the neutrality : I thought 
it at leaſt a dangerous, but rather a deſperate, 
undertaking; whereas, hitherto, it has pro- 


3 CA Mr wap — — 


dare ſay not a third of it will ever return to 
France. The great object is now, what the 
Ruſſians can or will do; and whether the 
King of Pruſſia can hinder their junction with 


join: I will truſt him for doing all that can 
Sir C. W. 1s ill in nba and, I 


zione inſanire. "The phyſicians have collected 
all he has {aid and done, that indicated an a- 
lienation of mind, and have laid it before him 


and juttifies himſelf by the moſt plauſible ar · 
guments that can poſhbly be urged. He tells 
his brother, and the few who are allowed to 
ſee him, that they are ſuch narrow and con- 
tracted minds themſelves, that they take thoſe 
for mad, who have a great and generous wa 


mined 
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mined to ſend his daughter over to you, in a 


il WY for:night, to be married, without any previ- 
to WW ous agreement or ſettlements, it was becauſe 
t he had long known you, and loved you, as a 


man of ſenſe and honour; and therefore would 
o: not treat with you as with an attorney, That 
the as for Mademoiſelle John, he knew her merit 
de. and her circumſtances; and aſks, whether it 
„Iba fign of madneſs, to have a due regard for 
the one, and a juſt compaſſion for the other. 
I will not tire you with enumerating any more 
inſtances of the poor man's frenzy; but con- 
elude this ſubject with pitying him, and poor 
human nature, which holds its reaſon by ſo: 
precarious a tenure. The lady, who you tell 
me is ſet out, en ſera. pour la piene et les 
raix du voyage ; for her note is worth no- 
more than her contract. By the way, ſne 
muſt be a kind of aventuriere, to engage ſo 
aſily in ſuch an adventure, with a man whom 
ſhe had not known above a week, and whoſe 
d-but of 10,000 roubles ſhowed him not to be 
in his right ſenſes. 

tell You will probably have ſeen General Yorke: 
ed to Why this time, in his way to Berlin or Breſlau, 
con · rr wherever the king of Pruſſia may be. As he 5 
thole Nrecps his commiſſion to the States General, 

; wa)  prefume he is not to ſtay long with his Pruſ- 
letet. an Majeſty : but however, while he is there, 
nined L 3 take: 
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take care to write to him very conſtantly, and 
to give all the informations you can. His fa. 
ther, Lord Hardwicke, is your great. puff; he 
commends your office-letters exceedingly. [ 
would have the Berlin commiſſion your ob- 
ject, in good time: never loſe view of it. Dy 
all you can to recommend yourſelf to the 
King of Pruſſia on your fide of the water, and 
to ſmoothe your way for that commiſſion o 
this; by the turn which things have taken of il cc 
late, it muſt always be the moſt important of 


all foreign commiſſions from hence. ſe 
I have no news to fend you, as things here if a 
are extremely query ; fo good night. ni 
7 IO RPE V tie 


5 E T * 1 cxcvn. Ne 


| London, April the 25th, 1730 pe 
MV DEAR FRIEND, _ | BY 


Au now two letters in your debt, which 

I think is the firſt time that ever I was ff ce: 

in the long courſe of our correſpondence. But, IN ve 
beſides that my head has been very much out of i orc 

order of late, writing is by no means that ealy.ſ Co 

thing that it was to me formerly. I. find by ane 
experience, that the mind and the body are til 
more than married, for they are moſt inti- wa 

| mately united; and when the one ſuffers, ths ] 


ether ſympathiſes. Non ſum qualis eran doe 
| Net 
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meaſure my own fault : I cannot accuſe na- 
ture, for I abuſed her; and it is reaſonable 1 
fhould ſuffer for it. 


upon your lungs; but the rigour of the cold 


your lungs not in fault. Take care to live very 


cool, and let your diet be rather low. 
We have had a ſecond winter here, more 

ſevere than the ficſt; at leaſt it ſeemed ſo, from 
a premature ſummer that we had for a fort- 
night in March, which brought every thing 
forwards only to be deſtroyed. I have expe- 


rienced it at Blackheath ; where the promiſe 


ſaall not have a fingle peach or apricot. 


I have nothing to tell you from hence, con- 
cerning public affairs, but what you read as 


well in the news-papers. This only is extra- 


ordinary: that laſt week, in the Houſe of 
Commons, above ten millions were granted, 
and the whole Hanover army taken into Bri- 
tiſh pay, with but one * negative, which 


was Mr Viner's. 


Mr Pitt gains ground i in the cloſet, and yet. 


does not loſe it in the public. That is new. 
Mone. 


Neither my memory nor my invention are now 
what they formerly were. It is in a great 


I do not like the return of the oppreſſion : 


may probably have brought it upon you, and 


of fruit was a moſt flattering one, and all nip- 


ped in the bud by froſt and ſnow in April. L 
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ſtance, who could have thought, two year 
ago, that you would have been the Atlas of 
the Northern Pole? but the good Genius of 
the North ordered it ſo; and now that you 
have ſet that part of the globe right, you re 
turn to otium cum dignitate. But, to be ſe. 
rious; now that you cannot have much office. 
buſineſs to do, I could tell you what to do, that 
would employ you, I ſhould think, both uſe. 
fully and agreeably. 1 mean, that you ſhoult 
write ſhort memoirs of that buſy ſcene, in 
which you have been enough concerned, ſince 
pour arrival at Hamburgh, to be able to put 
together authentic facts and anecdotes. I d 
not know whether you will give yourſelf the 
trouble to do it or not; bur I do know, that 
if you will, olim hæc meminiſſe juvabit. I would 
have them ſhort, but cot rect as to facts and 
dates. | 
Il bave told N in the tread mannes 
your lamentations for the loſs of the Houſe 0 
Caſſol, et il en fera rapport à fon Sereniſſiu 
Maitre. When you are quite idle, (as pio. 
bably you may be ſome time this ſummer), 
why ſhould you not aſk leave to make a tout 
to Caſſel for a week? which would certain 
be granted you from hence, and which woull 
be looked upon as a bon procede at Caſſel. 


The King of Pruſſia is Probably, by thi 
| time, 
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time, at the gates of Vienna, making the 
Queen of Hungary really do, what Monſieur 
de Belliſle only threatened; ſign a peace upon 
the ramparts of her capital. If ſhe ys ob- 
ſtinate, and will not, ſhe muſt fly either to 
Preſburgh, or to Inſpruck; and Vienna muſt 
fall. But I think he will offer her reaſonable 
conditions enough for herſelf ; and I ſuppoſe, 
that in that caſe Caunitz will be reaſonable 
enough to adviſe her to accept of them. What 
turn would the war take then ! Would the 
Wrench and Ruſſians carry it on without her? 
the King of Pruſſia, and the Prince of Brunſ- 
wick, would ſoon ſweep them out of Germa- 
ny. By this time too, I believe, the French 
are entertained in America, with the loſs of 
Cape Breton; and, in conſequence of that, 
Quebec; for we have a force there equal to 
both thoſe undertakings, and officers there 
now that will execute what Lord L— ne- 
aer would ſo much as attempt. His appoint- 
m ments were too conſiderable to let him do any 
ning that might poſhbly put an end to the 
var. Lord Howe, upon ſeeing plainly that 
e was reſolved to do nothing, had aſked leave 
0 return, as well as Lord Charles Hay. 

We have a great expedition preparing, and 
Fhich will ſoon be ready to ſail from the iſle of 
ight ; fifteen thouſand good troops, eighty 
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battering cannons, beſides mortars, and eye. 
ry other thing in abundance fit for eithe 
battle or fiege. Lord Anſon defired, and i 
appointed, to command the fleet employed 
upon this expedition; a proof that it is not x 
trifling one. Conjectures concerning its de. 
ſtination are infinite; and the moſt ignorant 
are, as uſual, the boldeſt conjecturers. If] 
form any conjectures, I keep them to myſel, 
not to be diſproved by the event: but, in truth, 
I form none; I e have known, but would 
„ | nc 
Every thing looms to tend to a peace next il cl 

| winter : our ſucceſs in America, which z; 
hardly doubtful, and the King of Pruſſia's iu m 
Germany, which is as little ſo, will make he 
France (already ſick of the expence of the wa a 
Very tractable for a peace. I heartily wiſh i: ve 
1 for though people's heads are half turnel cr 
with the King of Pruſſia's ſucceſs, and will a 
be quite turned if we have any in Ameria m 
or at ſea, a moderate peace will ſuit us bette 
than this immoderate \ war of twelve millions 

* | 

N 5 Domeſtic affairs go just as they did; the 
| | Duke of Newcaſtle and Mr Pitt jog on like 
man and wife; that is, ſeldom agreeing, ot 
ten quarrelling; but by mutual intereſt, upol 
the whole, not parting. The latter, 1 1 
| toll 
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told, gains ground in the cloſet ; though be 
ſtill keeps bis ſtrength in the Houſe, and his 
popularity in the public; or, perhaps, becauſe 
of that. 

Do you hold your reſolution of vifeing your 
dominions of Bremen and Lubeck this ſum- 
mer? If you do, pray take the trouble of in- 
forming yourſelf correctly of the ſeveral con- 


ſtitutions and cuſtoms of thoſe places, and of 
the preſent ſtate of the fœderal union of the 


Hanſeatic towns: it will do you no harm, 


nor coſt you much trouble; and it is ſo much 


clear gain on the fide of uſeful knowledge. 


I am now ſettled at Blackheath for the ſum- 
mer; where unſeaſonable froſt and ſnow, and 


hot and parching eaſt winds, have deſtroyed 


all my fruit, and almoſt my fruit-trees. I 
vegetate myſelf little better than they do: I 


crawl about on foot, and on horſeback ; read 
a great deal, and write a little; and am very 
much yours. 


S 


. . * T E R CCXCIX. 


| Blackheath, * the . 1758, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Have no letter from you to anſwer, ſo this 
goes to you unprovoked. But a propos 


of letters: You have had great honour done 
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you, in a letter from a fair and royal hand, 
no leſs than that of her Royal Highneſs the 
Princeſs of Caſſel ; ſhe has written your pa- 


negyric to her fiſter Princeſs Amelia, who 
ſent me a compliment upon it. This has 
likewiſe done you no harm with the King, 


who ſaid gracious things upon that occaſion, 


1 ſuppoſe you had, for her Royal Highneſs, 
thoſe attentions, which I wiſh to God you 
would have, in due ptoportions, for every 


body. You ſee, by this inſtance, the effects 
of them; they are always repaid with intereſt, 


Lam more confirmed by this in thinking, that, 
if you can conveniently, you ſhould aſk leave 


to go for a week to Caſſel, to return Jour 


thanks for all favours received. 


I cannot expound to myſelf the conduct of 


| whe Ruſſians. There muſt be a trick in their 


not marching with more expedition. They 


| have either had a ſop from the King of Pruſſia, 


or they want an animating dram from France 


and Auſtria. The King of Pruſſia's conduct 


always explains itſelf by the events; and; 
within a very few days, we muſt certainly 


bear of ſome very great ſtroke from that quar- 


ter. I think I never, in my life, remember 
a period of time ſo big with great events as the 
preſent. Within two months, the fate of the 


Houle of Auſtria will probably be decided: 


vithin 
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within the ſame ſpace of time, we ſhall cer- 
tainly hear of the taking of Cape Breton, and 
of our army's proceeding to Quebec: within 
a few days, we ſhall know the good or ill ſuc- 
ceſs of our great expedition; for it is ſailed: 
and it cannot be long before we ſhall hear 
ſomething of the Prince of Brunſwick's ope- 
rations, from whom I alſo expect good things. 
If all theſe things turn out, as there is good 
reaſon to believe they will, we may once, in 
our turn, dictate a reaſonable peace to France, 
who now pays ſeventy per cent. inſurance upon 
its trade, and ſeven per cent. for all the mo- 
ney raiſed for the ſervice of the yea. 
Comte Bothmar has got the ſmall-pox, and 
of a bad kind. Kniphauſen diverts himſelf 
much here; he ſees all places and all people, 
and is ubiquity itſelf. Mitchel, who was 
much threatened, ſtays at laſt at Berlin, at 


* the earneſt requeſt of the King of Pruſſia. 
Lady * * is ſafely delivered of a ſon, to the. 
00 reat joy of that noble family. The expreſſion, 
" great joy Yo P 


of a woman's having brought her huſband 
1 lon, ſeems to be a proper and cautious one; 3 
for it is never ſaid, from wbence. 


et I was going to alk you how you paſſed your 5 
be ume now at Hamburgh, ſince it is no longer 
he the ſeat of ſtran gers and of buſineſs; but I will 


not, becauſe ! know it is to no Nr You 


2 | have 
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have ſworn not to tell me. | 15 
Sir William Stanhope told me, that yon 


promiſed to ſend him ſome old Hock from 


Hamburgh, and ſo you did—not. If yon 
meet with any ſuperlatively good, and not 
elſe, pray ſend over a foudre of it, and write 
to him. I ſhall have a ſhare in it. But un- 
leſs you find ſome, either at Hamburgh or at 


Bremen, uncommonly and almoſt miracy- 


louſly e do not ſend any. Dixi. Your, 


L 2 T T E R CCC. 
Blackheath, June the 13th, 1958, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


; £ Þ HE ſecret is out; St Malo is the devoted 


place. Our troops began to land at the 


Pay of Cancale the sh, without any oppoſi- 
tion. We have no farther accounts yet, but 
expect ſome every moment. By the plan of 
it, which I have ſeen, it is by no means a 


wenk place; and I fear there will be many 


hats to be diſpoſed of, before it is taken, 
_ 'Fhere are in the port above thirty privateers; 


about ſixteen of their own, and about as many 
taken from us. 
Now for Africa, wh we have had great 


ſacceſs. The French have been driven out 
ot all their torts and lettlements upon the gum 


; coaſt, 


0 
ö 
[ 
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coal and upon the river Senegal. They bad 
been many years in poſſeſſion of them, and 
by them annoyed our African trade exceed- 
ingly; which, by the way, toute proportion 
gardee, is the moſt lucrative trade we have. 
The prefent booty is likewiſe very conſidera- 
ble, in gold duſt, and gum ſeneca; which is 
a very valuable, by being a very neceſſary, 
commodity for all our ſtained. and printed 
linens. 
Now for America. The leaf ſanguine 
people here expect, the latter end of this 
month or the beginning of the next, to have 
the account of the taking of Cape Breton, and 
of all the forts with. hard r names in North, | 
of America. 
. Captain Clive has long ſince ſettled Aſia to 
U. our ſatisfaction; ſo that three parts of the 
world look very favourable for us. Europe, 
ot | ſubmit to the care of the King of Pruſſia, 
and Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick; and I 


iny think they will give a good account of it. 
$6 France is out of luck, and out of courage; and 


rs; vill, J hope, be enough out of ſpirits to ſub- 
any mit to a reaſonable peace. By reaſonable, I 
mean what all people call reaſonable in their 
own caſe; an advantageous one for us. 
L have ſet all right with Miinchauſen ; who 
would not own that he was at all offended ; 
M 3 3 and 
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and ſaid, as you do, that his daughter did not 
ſtay long enough, nor appear enough, at Ham. 
burgh, for you poſſibly to know that ſhe was 
there. But people are always aſhamed to own 


the little weakneſſes of ſelf-Jove, which, how: 


ever, all people feel more or leſs. The excuſe, 
J faw, pleaſed. 

I will, fend you your quadrille- tables by the 
firſt opportunity, conſigned to the care of Mr 
Mathias here. Felices fauftzque int. May 


you win upon them, when you play with men; 


and when you play with women, either win, 


or know why you loſe. 


_ Miſs — marries Mr —, next week: Wh 


profers Love, projers Death, ſays Waller to 


a dwarf: in my opinion, the concluſion muſt 


inſtantly choak the little Lady. Admiral * ** 


marries Lady * **; there the danger, if dan- 
ger is, will be on the other fide. The Lady 


| has wanted a man ſo long, that ſhe-now com- 


pounds for half a one. Half a loaf 
L have been worſe ſince my laſt letter; but 


am now, I think, recovering; tant va la 


and I have been there very 


eriche a Peau ; 
often. 


0 night. 1 am a filly and ay youls 


LET 


1 cccl. 


Blackheath, Jace the 2th, 1758, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OU either have received already, or will 
very ſoon receive, alittle cafe from Am- 
ſterdam, directed to you at Hamburgh. It 

is for Princeſs Amelia, the King of Pruſſia's 

| ſiſter; and contains ſome books, which ſhe 
defired Sir Charles Hotham to procure her 
from England, ſo long ago as when he was at 

Berlin: he ſent for them immediately; but, 

by I do not know what puzzle, they were re- 

commended to the care of Mr Selwyn at 

o paris, who took ſuch care of them, that he 
it WM kept them near three years in his warehouſe, 
and has at laſt ſent them to Amſterdim, from 
n. {MW whence they are ſent to you. If the books are 
dy WM £00d for any thing, they muſt be conſiderably 
n+. improved, by having ſeen ſo much of the 

world; but, as I believe they are Engliſh 
ut books, perhaps they may, like Engliſh tra- 
1; WM veliers, have ſeen nobody, but the ſeveral 
ery bankers to whom they were conſigned: be 
that as it will, I think you had beſt deliver 

l. them to Monſieur Hecht, the Pruſſian Mini- 

ſter at Hamburgh, to forward to her Royal 
Illigbneſs, with a reſpectſul compliment from 

T. WM you, which you will, no doubt, turn in the 

| belt 
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beſt manner, and ſelon le bon ton 4 la par. 
Jaitement bonne compagnie. 

You have already ſeen, in the papers, al 
the particulars of our St Malo's expedition, 


ſo I fay no more of that: only that Mr Pitt, 
24 ſriends exult in the deſtruction of three French 
| ſhips of war, and one hundred and thirty pri. 
vateers and trading ſhips ; and affirm, that i 


ſtopped the march of threeſcore thouſand men, 
who were going to join the Comte de Cler. 


mont's army. On the other hand, Mr Fo 
and Company call it breaking windows with 


guineas; and apply the fable of the Mountain 
and the Mouſe. The next object of our fleet 
was to be the bombarding of Granville; which 


is the great entrepdt of their Newfoundland 
_ fiſhery, and will be a conſiderable loſs to then 


in that branch of their trade. Theſe, you 
will perhaps ſay, are no great matters; and! 


ay fo too: but, at leaſt, they are ſigns of life, 
which we had not given for many years be 
fore; and will ſhow the French, by our in- 


vading them, that we do not fear their in- 


vading us. Were thoſe invaſions, in fiſhing 


boats. from Dunkirk, ſo terrible as they wer 


_ artfully repreſented to be, the French would 
' bave had an opportunity of executing them, 


while our fleet, and ſuch a conſiderable part 
ef our army, were employed upon their coal 
e g But 
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But my Lord Ligonier does not want an army 
at home. 

The Parliament is prorogued by . a moſt 

gracious ſpeech neither by nor from his Ma- 

jeſty, who was 200 ill to go to the houſe the 


Lord and Gentlemen are, conſequently, molt 
of them, gone to their ſeveral counties, to do 


[to them in the ſpeech. London, I am told, 
is now very empty, for I cannot ſay ſo from 


"BF and read a great deal; ride and ſcribble a lit- 
an A tle, according as my head allows, or my ſpi- 
ett tits prompt; to write any thing tolerable, the 
ich mind muſt be in a natural, proper diſpoſition; 
and provocatives, in that caſe, as well- as in ano- 
en ther, will only produce miſerable, abortive 
"WW performances. 

dl Now you have (as 1 ſuppoſe) full leiſure 
fe, enough, 1 with you would give yourſelf the 
be trouble, or rather the pleaſure, to do what I 
* hinted to you ſome time ago; that is, to write 
. hon memoirs of thoſe affairs which have eicher 
1 gone tbrough your hands, or that have come 
y 


ut battle of Haſtenbeck, to the ſtill more ſcanda- 
lous Treaty of Neutrality. Connect at leaſt, 
PI if it be by ever ſo ſhort notes, the pieces and 
letters which you muſt necellarily have in your 

hands, 


(to be ſure) all the good that is recommended 


knowledge. I vegetate wholly here. I walk 


to your certain knowledge, from the inglorious 
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hands, and throw in the authentic anecdotes 


_ that vou have probably heard. You will be 


glad when you have done it; and the reviving 
paſt .d-as in ſome order and method, will be 
an infinite comfort to you hereafter. I bavez 
th hend times regretted not having done ſo; 
it gat preſent too late for me to begin: this ũi 


the right time for you, and your life is likeh 


to be a buſy one. Would young men aval 
themſelves of the advice and experience d 


their old friends, they would find the utility 


in their youth, and the comfort of it in their 
more advanced age; but they ſeldom conſider 
that, and you leſs than any body J ever kney, 
May you foon grow wiſer! Adieu. 


„ r 00k. 


5 Blackheath, June the zoth, 2758. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 
HIS letter follows my laſt very cloſe; but 


I received yours of the 155 in the ſhoit 


interval. You did very well not to buy an 


Rheniſh, at the exorbitant price you mention 


without farther directions; for both my brother 


and I think the money better than the wine, 
be the wine ever ſo good. We will content 


_ ourſelves with our ſtock in hand of humble 
Aheniſh, of avout three ſhillings a bottle. 


Hoy. 
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However, pour la rarete du fait, I will lay out 
twelve ducats for twelve bottles of the wine 
of 1605, by way of an eventual cordial, if you 
can obtain a ſenatus-conſultum for it. Iam in 
no hurry for it: ſo ſend it me only when you 
can conveniently ; well packed up, Sentend. 
You will, I dare ſay, have leave to go to 
Caſſel; and if you do go, you will perhaps 


| 

l think it reaſonable, that I, who was the ad- 
ier ſof the journey, ſhould pay the expence 
" of it. I think ſo too; and therefore, if you go, 


I will remit the 100]. which you have calcu- 
ated it at. You will find the Houſe of Caſſel 
he houſe of gladneſs; for Hanau is already, 
r muſt be ſoon, delivered of its French gueſts. 
The Prince of Brunſwick's victory is, by all 
he ſkilful, thought a chef Ieuvre, worthy 
ff Turenne, Conde, or the moſt illuſtrious 
uman butchers. The French behaved better 
han at Roſbachz eſpecially the Carabiniers 
Wiaux, who could not be entames. I wiſh 
be ſiege of Olmutz well over, and a victory 
ſter it; and that, with good news from A- 
nerica, which I think there is no reaſon to 
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het oubt of, muſt procure us a good peace at the 
nd nd of the year. The Prince of Pruſſia's death 
arent no public misfortune; there was a jealouſy 


nd alienation between the King and him, 
ich could never have been made up be- 
5 9 tween 


mble 
ottle. 
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tween the poſſeſſor of the crown and the nen 
| heir to it. He will make ſomething of hi 
nephew, Sil et du bois dont on en fait. He 
is young enough to forgive, and to be forgi. 
ven, the poſſeſſion and the expectative, at 10 
for ſome years. 


Adieu! 1 am unwell, but affeQtionath 
yours. 


EY th. 
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Blackheath, July the igen, 1758, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


ESTERDAarY I received your letter of th 

4; and my laſt will have informed yo 

that I had received your former, concernig 
the Rheniſh, about which I gave you inftric 
tions. If vinum Moſellanum eſi emne tempt 
| ſanum, as the Chapter of Treves afferts ; whi 
* muſt this vinum Rhenanum be, from its ſupt 
rior ſtrength and age! It muſt be the univer 
panacea. 5 
Captain Howe is to fail forthwith ſon 
ere or another, with about 8000 land · ſo 
on board him; and what is much more, I 
ward the White Prince. It is yet a fect 
where. they are going; but I think it is! 
ſecret, that what 16,000 men and a great fie 
could not do, will not be done by 8000 mt 
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and a much ſmaller fleet. About 8500 horſe, 
ſoot, and dragoons, are embarking, as faſt as 
they can, for Embden, to reinforce Prince 
Ferdinand's army ; late, and few, to be ſure, 
but ſtill better than never and none. The o- 
perations in Moravia go on ſlowly, and Olmutz 
ſeems to be a tough piece of work: I own I 
begin to be in pain for the King of Pruſſia; 
ſor the Ruſſians now march in earneſt, and 
Marechal Daun's army 1s certainly ſuperior in 
number to his. _ God ſend him a _ deli- 
very. | 

You have a Daniſh army now in your neigh- 
bourhood, and they ſay a very fine one; 1 
preſume you will go to ſee it; and, if you do, 
mine would adviſe you to go when the Daniſh 
true Monarch comes to review it himſelf; pour 
mp prendre Langue de ce Seigneur. The Rulers 

| of the earth are all worth knowing; they ſug- 
geſt moral refleCtions ; and the reſpect that 
I one naturally has for God's Vicegerents here 
on earth, 1s greatly increaſed by acquaintance 
with them. 

Your card-tables are gone; and they incloſe 
e, U ſome ſuits of clothes, and ſome of theſe clothes : 
incloſe a letter. ä 

Your friend Lady * * is gone into the coun- 
try with her Lord, to negotiate, cooly and at 


leiſure, their intended ſeparation. My Lady 
Vor. IV. N inſiſts 
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inſiſts upon my Lord's diſmiſſing the * , 
ruinous to his fortune; my Lord inſiſts, in his 
turn, upon my Lady's diſmiſſing Lord“ 
my Lady replies, that that is unreaſonable, 
ſince Lord“ * creates no expence to the ſa. 


mily, but rather the contrary. My Lord con- 
feſſes, that there is ſome weight in this argy. 
ment; but then pleads ſentiment : my Lady 


ſays, A fiddleſtick for ſentiment, after having 


been married ſo long. How this matter wil 


end, 1s in the womb of time, nam Fuit ante 
Helenam. 
You did very well to write a | congratulaton 


letter to Prince Ferdinand; ſuch attentions are 


always right, and always 8 5 in ſome way 


- of other;-- -- a 


I am glad you have connected your nego- 
tiations and anecdotes; and I hope, not with 
your uſual laconiſm. Adieu! Yours. 


3 
— 


1 1 1 T K A -. ceav: 


-Plackheark; Augult the 10. 1785 
| MY DEAR FRIEND. 


THINK the Court of Caſſel is more likeh 
to make you a fecond viſit at Hamburgh 


than you are to return theirs at Caſſel; aut 
| therefore, till that matter is clearer, I ſhall nd 
mention it to Lord Holderneſſe. 


j 


3 — Ay - buf 
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By the King of Pruſſia's diſappointment in 


y Moravia, by the approach of the Rufhans, 

and the intended march of Monſieur de Sou- 
+ bize to Hanover, the waters ſeem to me to be 
4 


as much troubled as ever. Je vois tres noir 
atuellement, I ſee ſwarms of Auſtrians, 
French, Imperialiſts, Swedes, and Ruſhans, 


T rounding the King of Pruſſia and Prince Fer- 


dinand, who have about a third of that num- 


"i ber. Hitherto they have only buzzed, but 1 now 
| fear they will ſting. 
* The immediate danger of this country 13 
8 being drowned; for it Vas not ceaſed raining 
ah theſe three months; and withal 1 18 extremely 
ve: cold. This neither agrees with me in itſelf, 
= nor in its conſequences z for it hinders me 
from taking my neceſſary exerciſe, and makes 
me very unwell, As my head is always the 
part offending, and is fo at preſent, I will not 
o like many writers, write without a head; 
lo adieu. | 


1758. 
ikel 
arghy 
and 


1] nol 


—y—— 


Blackheath, Auguſt the 50, 1758. 
My DEAR FRIEND, 


j 


N „„ you, 


in all near four hundred thouſand men, ſur- 


TOUR Secretary's laſt letter brought n me 
the good news that the fever had leſt 
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you, and I will believe that it has; but a pol. 


ally of your recovery. An intermitting fever, 
in the intervals of the paroxy ſms, would ſure] 


you pleaſe) from you yourſelf, I ſhall doubt of 
tbe exact truth of any other accounts. 


4 


XY 


ſcript to it, of only two lines, under your own 
hand, would have convinced me more effectu. 


have allowed you to have written a very fey 
lines with your own hand, to tell me how you 
were; and till I receive a letter (as ſhort az 


I ſend you no-news, becauſe I have none; 


Cape Breton, Cherbourg, Cc. are now od Ml 
ſtories; we expect a new one ſoon from Com- ll ; 
modare Howe, but from whence we know Ml . 
not. From Germany we hope for good news: f 
I confeſs I do not, I only wiſh it. The King MW ; 
of Pruſſia is marched to fight the Ruſſians; Ml ; 
and I believe will beat them, if they ſtand: 
but what tben? What ſhall he do next with Ne 

| the three hundred and fourſcore thouſand 
men now actually at work upon him? He. 
will do all that man can do, but at lait il /aut WF || 
ſuccomber. | al 
Remember to think yourſelf leſs well than i 
you are, in order to be quite ſo: be very e- Nec. 
gular, rather longer than you need; and then at 
there will be no danger of a relapſe. Gol WW d 
bleſs you. | N 


LET 
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L E TT THF ci. 


| Blackheath, September the 5th, 1758. 5 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


RECEIVED, with great pleaſure, your 
letter of the 224 Auguſt; for, by not 
having a line from you in your Secretary's | 
two letters, I ſuſpected that you were worſe 
than he cared to tell me: and ſo far I was in 
of Wl the right, that your fever was more malig- 
nant than intermitting ones generally are; 
e; which ſeldom confine people to their bed, or 
at moſt only the days of the paroxyſms. Now, 
n- thank God, you are well again, though weak; 
ow Wl do not be in too much haſte to be better and 
rs: ſtronger: leave that to nature, which, at your 
age, will reſtore both your health and itrength _ 
as ſoon as ſhe ſhould. Live cool for a time, 
and rather low, inſtead of taking what they 

call heartening things. 
Your manner of making preſents i is noble; 


He et /ent la grandeur d' ame d'un preux Cheva- 
aut ler. You depretiate their value, to prevent 

any returns; for it is impoſſible that a wine 
than WW which has counted ſo many Sindicks, that 
ON can only be delivered by a ſenatus-conſultum, 
then 


and is the panacea of the North, ſhould be 

ſold for a ducat a bottle. The /plphium of the 

Romans, which was ſtored up in the public 
| N 3 ma- 


2 — 
AIC EL f 


magazines, and only diſtributed by order of 

the magiſtrate, I dare ſay, coſt more; fo that, 
I am convinced, your preſent is much more 
valuable than you would make it. 


— — — — * — * . * _— - a” 
SCE AE LAB Lt free ET iro; 


4 r 


thing, will do you good, ee you ma- 


ebe and paid; but, as in conſcience ! 


live Landgrave, and eſpecially at Bremen, 
which this whole nation knows to be a very 


' Princeſs Royal of Caſſel, be ſure to tell her 


| of you to Princeſs Amelia. 


wh you, in ſome meaſure, foretold : and 
as he has taken Ja Caiſſe Militaire, I preſume 


cette campagne; for point d' argent, point it 


body, than point argent, point de Ruſſe, is 
of the farages of the 1 50 Ruſſias, not even 


1% LORD CHESTERFIELD" 


Here I am interrupted, by receiving your 
letter of the 25" paſt. I am glad that you 
are able to undertake your journey to Bremen; 
the motion, the air, the new ſcene, the every 


naſe yourſelf diſcreetly. 
Your bill for fifty pounds ſhall certainly be 


think fifty pounds is too little, for ſeeing a 


dear place, I ſhall, with your leave, add fifty t 


more to it. By the way, when you ſee the 


how ſenſible you are of the favourable and too 
partial teſtimony which you know ſhe wrote 


ns 


The King of Pruſha has had the ity 


Meſſieurs les Ruſſes font hors de combat pour 


Suiſſe, is not truer of the laudable Helvetic 


once 
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excepting the Avtoctatrice of them both. 
gerbelloni, I believe, ſtands next in his Pruf- 
Gan Majeſty's lift to be beaten ; that is, if he 
will ſtand 3 as the Prince de Soubize does in 
Prince Ferdinand's, upon the ſame condition. 
If both theſe things happen, which is by no 
means improbable, we may hope for a tole- 
rable peace this winter: for, au bout du compre, 
the King of Pruſſia cannot hold out another 
year; and therefore he ſhould make the beſt 
of theſe favourable events, by way of nego- 
tiation. 

I think I have written a great deal, with: an 


n, Wi aQual giddineſs of head upon me. So adieu. 


lam glad you have received wy letter of 
ty the Ldes of pe ; 

he | 

_— 5 l hh 
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| Blackheath, September the gen, 1788. 
| MY DEAR FRIEND, 


5 HIS letter ſhall be ſhort, being only an 
nd explanatory note upon my laſt; for I 
me 


am not learned enough, nor yet dull enough, 
to make my comment much longer than my 
| text, I told you then, in my former letter, 
that, with your leave, (which I will ſuppoſe 
granted) I would add fifty pounds to your 
Cravght for that ſum: now, leſt you ſhould 
miſ⸗ 
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miſunderſtand this, and wait for the remit. 
tance of that additional fifty from hence, know 


my meaning was, that you ſhould likewiſe 
draw upon me for it when you pleaſe; which, 
1 preſume, will be more convenient to you. 


Let the pedants, whoſe bulineſs it is to be. 


lieve lies, or the poets, whoſe trade it is to 
Invent them, match the King of Pruſſia with 


a hero, in ancient or modern ſtory, if they 


can. He diſgraces hiſtory, and makes one 


give ſome credit to romances. Calprenede's 


Juba does not now ſeem ſo abſurd as formerly, 


have been extremely ill this whole ſummer; 


but am now ſomething better: however, [ 
| perceive, que Feſprit et le corps baiſſent : the 
former is the laſt thing that any body will tell 
me, or own when I tell it them; but I knoy 


it is true. Adieu. 


L. E r . CCOVIR: 
ö Blackheath, September the 220, 1758, 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Have received no letter 3 you, ſince 
you left Hamburgh; I preſume that you 


are perfectly recovered, but it might not have 
been improper to have told me ſo. I am very 


far from being recovered: on the contrary, l 


am worle and worſe, weaker and. weaker, every 


day; 


day; ſor which reaſon I ſhall leave this place 


trouble and attention. | 
We are come off but ſcurvily kn our ſe- 


laſt for ever, unleſs we were to ſend ſo great 


uch as Breſt, Rochefort, or Toulon. 
Monſieur Münchauſen embarked yeſterday, 
as he (aid, for Prince Ferdinand's army; but 


35 it is not generally thought that his military 
ſcill can be of any great uſe to that Prince, 


people conjecture that his buſineſs muſt be of 


a very different nature, and ſuſpect ſeparate 
ce negotiations, neutralities, and what not? 
on Kniphauſen does not reliſh it in the leaſt, and 
ive is by no means ſatisfied with the reaſons that 


ry have been given him for ir. Before he can 
\ I {MWiffive there, I reckon that ſomethiug deciſive 
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next Monday, and ſet out for Bath a few days 
afterwards. I ſhould not take all this trouble 
merely to prolong the fag-end of a liſe, from 
which I can expect no pleaſure, and others no- 
utility; but the cure, or at leaſt the mitiga- 
tion, of thoſe phyſical ills which make that 
[life a load, while it does laſt, is worth any 
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cond attempt upon St Malo: it is our left foe 
this ſeaſon ; and, in my mind, ſhould be our 


a ſea and land force, as to give us a moral cer- 
11 WE tainty of taking ſome place of great importance, 


will have paſſed in Saxony: if to the diſad- 
vantage of the King 1 Pruſſia, he 1 18 cruſhed; | 
but 
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produce him and us a reaſonable peace. 1 
time: France is certainly ſick of the war; 


NMiniftry, if there is one at all: and, unafliſted 
by thoſe two powers, the Empreſs Queen had 


ſituation of the King of Pruſſia, I ſhould not 


1 fear he will be ruined. It is by this time 
decided. AI 


but do not recruit too fat. Adieu. 
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but if, on the contrary, he ſhould get a a com. 
plete victory (and he does not get half viCtories) 
over the Auſtrians, the winter may probably 


look upon Ruſha as hors de combat for ſome 


under an unambitious King, and an incapable 


better be quiet. Were any other man in the 


heſitate to pronounce him ruined ; but he iz 
ſuch a prodigy of a man, that I will only lay 


Your Caſſel Court at Bremen is, I doubt 
not very ſplendid ; money muſt be wanting: 
but, however, I dare ſay, their table is always 
good, for the Landgrave is a Gourmand ; and 
as you are domeſtic there, you may be ſo too, 
and recruit your loſs of fleſh from your fever; 


\ 


a. 


LETTER cccix. 


London, September the 26th, 1758, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


AM ſorry to find that you pad a return of 
your fever; but, to ſay the truth, you 
„„ in 
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bse Middleton's bark and preſcription with you. 
) I foreſaw that you would think yourſelf cured 
o ſoon, and gave you warning of it. But 
by-gones are by-gones, as Chartres, when he 
, Jvas dying, ſaid of his ſins: let us look for- 
' Wh wards. You did very prudently to return to 
; Hamburgh, to good bark, and, I hope, a 


good phyſician. Make all ſure there before 


1 you {tir from thence, notwithſtanding the re- 
* queſts or commands of all the Princeſſes in 
* Europe; I mean a month at leaſt, taking the 
* Wbuik even to ſupererogation, that is, ſome 


ume longer than Dr Middleton requires; for, 
I preſume, you are got over your childiſhneſs 
about taſtes, and are ſenſible that your health 


"> WW hen you ſhall be thus re- eſtabliſhed, I ap- 
prove of your returning to Bremen; and in— 
deed you cannot well avoid it, both with re— 
ard to your promiſe, and to the diſtinction 


el family. 


| in ſending you, all under his own hand, ſuch 
175% Nobliging offers of his ſervice. The hint is 
mw Pain, that he will (in caſe you deſire it) pro- 


ſo 


In ſome meaſure deſerved it, for not carrying. 


deſerves more attention than your palate. 


with which you have been received by the Caſ- 


Now to the other part of your letter. Lord 
Holderneſſe has been extremely civil to you, 
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cure you leave to come home for ſome time; 
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ſo that the ſingle queſtion is, W bether you 
ſhould defire it. or not, now. It will be tw 
months before you can poſſibly undertake th 
journey, whether by ſea or by land; and eithet 
way it would be a troubleſome and dangeroy 
one for a convaleſcent, in the rigour of th 
month of November: you could drink no mi 
neral waters here in that feaſon; nor are an 
mineral waters proper in your caſe, being l 
of them heating, except Seltzer's: then, whit 
would do you more harm than all medicing 
could do you good, would be the peſtilentia 
vapours of the Houſe of Commons, in long 


and crowded days, of which there will pro . 
bably be many this ſeſſion; where your at 3 
tendance, if here, will neceſſarily be required... 
1 compare St Stephen's Chapel, 0 thoſe 50 


i days, to la Grotta del Cane. 

Whatever may be the fate of the war now, 
negotiations will certainly be ſtirring all the 
winter; and of thoſe, the northern ones, you 
are ſenſible, are not the leaſt important: in 
theſe, if at Hamburgh, you will proba 
have your ſhare, and perhaps a meritorious 
one. Upon the whole, therefore, I wou 
adviſe you to write a very civil letter to Lorl 
Holderneſſe; and to tell him, that thoupl 
you cannot hope to be of any uſe to his Mt 


Jelly” 8 affairs any where, yet, in the preſen 
vt 
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unſettled ſtate of the North, it is poſſible that 
unforeſeen accidents may throw it in your way 
to be of ſome little ſervice, and that you would 
not willingly be out of the way of thoſe acci- 


his Majeſty's gracious permithon to return 
for a few months in the ſpring, when proba- 
bly affairs will be more ſettled one way or ano- 


weg ment, and Germany, from the want of mo- 
ti ney or men, or both, breathes peace more 
ou than war, I ſhall ſolicit Burriſh's commiſſion 
"0 for you, which is one of the moſt agreeable 
ones in his Majeſty's gift; and 1 ſhall by no 
* means deſpair of ſucceſs. Now I have given 
hoſe 


not make a difference of above three months, 


to be different from mine; but mine, I think, 
However, do as you pleaſe z may you in this, 


nd every thing elſe, do for the beſt! ſo God 
bleſs you. 


W 


dents; but that you ſhall be moſt extremely 
obliged to his Lordſhip, if he will procure you 


ther. When things tend nearer to a ſettle- 


you my opinion upon this affair, which does 


vr four at moſt, I would not be underſtood to 
mean to force your own, it it ſhould happen 


1s more both for your health and your intereſt. 
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LS T „E R CCC X. 
Bath, October the 18th, 1959, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


RECE1VED by the ſame poſt your two let. 
ters of the 29" paſt, and of the 3a in. 
ſtant. The laſt tells me, that you are perfet. 


ly recovered: and your reſolution of going ty 


Bremen in three or four days proves it; for 


ſurely you would not undertake that journey 


a ſecond time, and at this ſeaſon of the year, 
without feeling your health ſolidly reſtored; 


| however, in all events, I hope you have * 
a proviſion of good bark with you. I think 


your attention to her Royal Highneſs may be 
of uſe to you here: and indeed all attentions, 
to all ſorts of people, are always repaid in 


ſome way or other; though real obligations 


are not. For inſtance; Lord Titchfield, who 
has been with you at Hamburgh, has written 


an account to the Duke and Dutcheſs of Port: 


land, who are here, of the civilities you ſhow 
ed him; which he is much pleaſed, and they 
delighted, with. At this rate, if you do not 


take care, you will get the unmanly reputs 
tion of a well bred man; and your count!y: 
man, John Trott, will diſown you. 


I have received, and taſted of, your preſent 


10 
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to the ſtomach than pleaſant to the palate. 1 

keep it as phyſic, only to take occaſionally in 
little diſorders of my ſtomach; and in thoſe 
caſes, I believe it is wholeſome than ſtronger 
cordials. 

] have been now here a fais; and 


. though 1 am rather better than when I came, 
lam ſtill far from well. My head is giddier 
or WW than becomes a head of my age; and my ſto- 
cy mach has not recovered its retentive faculty. 
ar, WY Leaning forwards, particularly to write, does 
dz not at preſent agree with Yours. 

en | | 1 | 8 
de L E T T E R CCCXI. 

* | Bath, October the 28th, I7 758. 
in MY DEAR FRIEND, FE 

ons OUR letter has cnicted my alarms; for 
ho I find by it, that you are as well reco- 


ten vered as you could be in ſo ſhort a time. It 
ort- Nis your buſineſs now to keep yourſelf well, by 
ow- WK ſcrupulouſly following Dr Middleton's direc- 
hey tions. He feems to be a rational and know- 
ing man. Soap and ſteel are, unqueſtion- 
ably, the proper medicines for your caſe: but 
as they are alteratives, you muſt take them for 
a very long time, ſix months at leaſt; and 
then drink chalybeate waters. Iam fully per- 
waded, that this was your original complaint 

Q 2 = in 
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in Carniola; which thoſe ignorant phyſician 
called, in their jargon, Arthritis vaga, and 
treated as ſuch. But, now the true cauſe of 
your illneſs is diſcovered, I fatter myſelf, tha 
with time and patience on your part, you will 
be radically cured ; but, I repeat it again, it 
mutt be by a long aid uninterrupted courſe of 
thoſe alterative medicines above-mentioned, 
They have no taſte; but if they had a bad one, 

I will not now ſuppoſe you ſuch a child, as 
let the frowardnets of your palate interefere 
in the leaſt with the recovery or enjoyment 
of health. The latter deferves the utmoſt at. 
tention of the molt rational man; the ſormer, 
is only the proper object of thee care : of a dain- 
iy, frivolous woman. 2] 
ITbe run of luck, which ſome time ago we 
were in, ſcems now to be turned againſt vs, 
Oberg is completed routed ; his Pruſſian Mu. 
jeſty was ſurpriſed, (which Jam ſurpriſed at), 
and had rather the worſt of it. I am in ſome 
pain for Prince Ferdinand; as I take it for 
granted, that the detachment from Marechil 
de Contade's army, which enabled Prince 
Soubize to beat Oberg, will immediately res 
turn to the grand army, and then it will be 
' infinitely ſuperior. Nor do I ſee when 
Prince Ferdinand can take his winter quat- 


ters, unleſs he retires to Hanover; and that 
1 1« 


do not take to be at preſent the land of Ca- 
naan. Our ſecond expedition to St Malo, I 


conducted, one; as was alſo Abercrombie's 


affair in America. Mais il n'y a pas de petit 
perte qui revient ſouvent, and all theſe acci- 


total. 


at. either to live or die in. 
er, I cannot expect active health any where : 


in. Jou may, with common care and prudence, 


expect it every where; and God r that 


we you may have it! A. 
at), L. E. I T E R. ECCXIL 


London, "Raced the ant, 1753. 


fol MY DEAR FRIEND, 
chal OU did well to think of Vids Ferdi 
ince nand's ribband, which, I confeſs, I did 


not; and I am glad to find you thinking ſo- 
fr before hand. It would be a pretty com- 
wiſſion, and I will accingere me to procure 


al. General Yorke, in caſe Prince Ferdinand! 
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cannot call ſo much an unlucky, as an ill- 


, 
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dents, put together, make a- conſiderable ſum 


I have found ſo little good by theſe 3 
| that I do not intend to ſtay here above a week 
ee longer; and then remove my crazy body to 
em London, which is the moſt convenient place 2 
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go to Brunſwick to his eldeſt brother, upon 


continent and no eontinent: ſome think Mr 


ſhould paſs any time with his brother at th 


of Pruſſia, and he may ſay z/icit': I am ſure 
he may perſonally ſay plaudite. Warm work 
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Hague; which is not unlikely, ſince he canng 
account of their fimulated quarrel. 

J fear the piece is at an end with the King 
is expected this ſeſſion of Parliament, about 


Pitt too continent, others too little ſo; but: 


little time, as the news- papers moſt prudent- t. 
ly and truly obferve, will clear up theſe mat. Wl { 
ters. 1 
The King has been ill; but his illneſs bal: 
geomingded in a good fit of the gout, with MC 
which he is ſtill confined. It was generalyMn 
thought that he would have died, and for He. 
very good reaſon; for the oldeſt Lion in tee. 
Tower, much about the King's age, died at 
fortnight ago. This extravagancy, I can aſſut ur 
you, was believed by many above peuple. dg. 
wild and capricious is the human mind! de 
Take care of your health, as much as youW he 
can; for, 0 be, or not to be, is a queſtion d P. 
much leſs importance, in my mind, than to be ar 
or not to be well. Adieu. ca. 
fol 
0 5 a 

L E IR 
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FCC CCC XIII. 
London, December the I hs 8 5 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
T is a great while ſince I heard from you; 
but I hope that good, not ill health, has 
been the occaſion of this ſilence; I will ſup- 
poſe you have been, or are ſtill, at Bremen, 
and engtoſſed by your Heſſian friends. 
11 Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick is moſt cer- 
nt. WW tainly to have the Garter, and I think I have 
nate BW ſecured you the honour of putting it on. When 
lay /ecured, I mean it in the ſenſe in which 
ha MW that word ſhould always be underſtood at 
wih Courts, and that is inſecurely ; 1 have a pro- 
miſe, but that is not caution bourgeoiſe. In all 
events, do not mention it to any mortal, be- 
[cauſe there is always a degree of ridicule that 
attends a diſappointment, though: often very 
unjuſtly, if the expectation was reaſonably 
grounded; however, it is certainly moſt pru- 
dent not to communicate, prematurely, one's. 
hopes or one's fears. I cannot tell you when 
Prince Ferdinand will have it; though there 
are fo many candidates for the other two va- 
cant Garters, that I believe he will have his 
oon, and by himſelf; the others muſt wait till“ 
a third, or rather a fourth, vacancy. Lord 
Rockingham and Lord Holderneſſe are ſecure: : 
Lord 


ET 


** . * * 1 x m . — 
. WT” eye:-c © TI” P * — T - 


is not ſecure. This commiſſion for dubbin 


das of ancient chivalry, people were very niet 
whom they would be knighted by; and, if! 
do not miſtake, Francis the Firſt would onh 


preux Chevalier et ſans reproche ; and no doubt 


hands, 


than twelve millions three hundred thouſand 


voting ſuch a ſum, and ſuch forees both by 


Mr Pitt's doing, and it is marvellous. in out 


he has left off. 1 wiſh he would employ this 
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Lord Temple puſhes ſtrongly; bur, I bellen 
a Knight, and ſo diſtinguiſhed a one, will be 


a very agreeable and creditable one for you, 4 
il faut vous en acquitter galamment. In the 


be knighted by the Chevalier Bayard, qui tai 


but it will be recorded, dans les archives de- 
Maiſon de Brunfwick, that prince Ferdinand 
received the honour of knighthood from your 


The eſtimates for the expence of the yer 
17 59 are made up: I have feen them ; and 
what do you think they amount to? No lek 


pounds: A moſt incredible ſum, and yet 2. 
ready all ſubſcribed, and even more offered! 
The unanimity in the Houſe of Commons, in 


ſea and land, is not leſs aſtoniſhing, Thisi 
apes. Eos 
The King of Pruſſia has nothing more to do 


this year; and, the next, he muſt begin where 


winter in nein ga loparats peace with the 


Hen 


year 
and 
letz 
{and 
t al- 
red | 
8 In 
ch by 
his 1 
n our 


to do 

x here 
y this 
th the 
lecad 
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Flector of Saxony, which would give him 


more elbow- toom to act againſt France and 
the Queen. of Hungary, and put an end at 


once to the proceedings of the Diet and the 


army of the Empire: for then no Eſtate of the 
Empire would be invaded by a co-Eſtate; and 
France, the faithful and difintereſted garantee 
of the Treaty of Wellphalia, would have no 
pretence to continue its armies there. I ſhould 
think that his Poliſh Majeſty, and bis Gover- 
er Comte Brühl, muſt be pretty weary of be- 
ing fugitives in Poland where they are hated, 
and of being ravaged in Saxony. This reverie 
of mine, I hope, will be tried; and I wiſh it 
may ſucceed. Good e and God bleſs you. 


_— 
© ad 


5 — 
——_——— 21 „ 
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| London, New-year's day, 1759. 
MY DE AR FRIEND, | 
N  E9LT1 e felict, and I have done upon that 
VI ſubject, one truth being fair, upon the 
o lying day in the whole year. 
| have now before me your laſt letter, of 
he 21. December, which I am glad to find 
$a bill of health: but, however, do not pre- 
ume too much upon it; but obey and honour = 
jour phyſician, © that thy 5 may be long 
1 the land.“ 


Since 
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Since my laſt, I have heard nothing more 
concerning the riband; but I take it for grant 
ed it will be diſpoſed of ſoon. By the way, 
upon reflection, I am not ſure that any body 
but a Knight can, according to form, be em. 
ployed to make a Knight. I remember, thy 
Sir Clement Cotterel was ſent to Holland, 0 
dubb the late Prince of Orange, only becauk 
he was a Knight himſelf; and I know tha 
the proxies of Knights who cannot attend their 
own inſtallations, muſt always be Knights 
This did not occur to me before, and perhay 
will not to the perſon who was to recommend 
you: I am ſure I will not ſtir it; and I onh 
mention it now, that you may be in all events 
prepared for the ee if it t ſhould 
happen. — 
6 * is exceedingly flattered with your 
account, that three thouſand of his country: 
men, all as little as himſelf, ſhould be thought 
a ſufficient guard upon three-and-twenty tho: 
ſand of all the nations in Europe: not that he 
thinks himſelf by any means a little man; 
for when he would deſcribe a tall, handſome 
man, he raiſes himſelf up at leaſt half an inch 

to repreſent him. 
The private news from Hamborgh. is, chat 
| his Majeſty's Reſident there is woundily ui 
love with Madame * * *; if this be wy 
Co 


at 
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Cod ſend him, rather than her, a good deli. 
very. She muſt be etrennee at this ſeaſon, 
and therefore I think you ſhould be ſo too; fo 
draw upon me, as ſoon as you PRs for one 
hundred pounds. 
Here is nothing new, except the unanimity 
vith which the Parliament gives away a dozen 
f millions ſterling; and the unamity of the 
public is as great in approving of it, which 
has ſtifled the uſual political and polemical 
rpumentations. 
Cardinal Bernis's diſgrace i is as Kale and 
8 as little underſtood, as his elevation 
I have ſeen his poems, printed at Paris, 
ot FS a friend, I dare lays and, to judge by 
hem, I humbly conceive his Eminency is a 
—y. I will ſay nothing of that excellent 
tead- piece that made him and unmade him in 
he ſame month, except, O King, live for ever. 
Good night to Jou, whomever you pals it 
"ith, 


Pr ET 
—_— 


LE C * E u Gee : 


"Landon. Py the 2d 1759. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
AM now (what I have very elm been) 

L two letters in your debt: the reaſon was, 
at my head, like many other heads, has 
000- 


«A 
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= frequently taken a wrong turn; in which ea 
writing is painful to me, and therefore can 
not be very pleaſant to my readers. 
Il wiſh you would (while you have ſo good 
an opportunity as you have at Hamburg 
make yourſelf perfectly maſter of that dul, 
but very uſeful knowledge, the Courſe of Fx. 
1 change, and the cauſes of its almoſt perpetul 
variations; the value and relation of differen 
Coins, the Specie, the Banco, Uſances, Apis, 
and a thouſand other particulars. You may 
with eaſe learn, and you will be very glad 
when you have learned, them; for, in your 
buſineſs, that fort of W will often 
prove neceſſary. 
| I hear nothing more of Pricice Ferdinand 
| Garter. That he will have one, is very certain: 
but when, I believe, is very uncertain; al 
the other poſtulants wanting to be dubbed # 
the ſame time; which cannot be, as there i 
not ribband enough for them. 
If the Ruſſians move in time, and in earneſt 
there will be an end of our hopes and of out 
_ armies in Germany: three ſuch mill-ſtonesa 
Ruſſia, France, and Auſtria, muſt ſooner df 
later, in the courſe of the year, grind hit 
Pruſſian Majeſty down to a mere Margrav 
of Brandenburgh. But I have always ſome 
OO Mo Nm EN as hope 


whim and humour commonly prevail, reaſon 


very ſeldom, and then ouly by a lucky: miſ- 
take. | 


a Llexcept the incompatable fair one of . 
l burgh, that prodigy of beauty and paragon 
ef good ſenſe, who has enſlaved your mind, 
a and inflamed your heart. If ſhe is as well 


#rennee as you fay ſhe ſhall, you will be ſoon 


"WY cut of her chains: for I have, by long expe- 
7 rience, found women to be like Telephus' 8 
* ſpear; if one end kills, the other cures. 
7 There never was fo quiet or ſo ſilent a ſeſ- 
* ſion of Parliament as the preſent: Mr Pitt de- 8 
clares only what he would have them do; and 
net they do it nemine ebene Mr Viner on- 


ly excepted. 
Dutcheſs Hani 18 to 3 married, to- 
morrow, to Colonel Campbell, the ſon of Ge- 


refuſed the Duke of B 


r for him. 


the fair Madame C—e, is run away from her 
huſband, with a jeweller, that etrennes ber, 


VoL. IV. 29 N ſome 


meaus, Female Government. | 
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hopes of a change under a Gunarchy *; where 


neral Campbell; who will ſome day or other 
be Duke of Argyle, and have the eſtate. She 


Here is a report, but I believe a very 
groundleſs one, that your old acquaintance, 


i is come over here; but I dare au it is 


* Derived 3 oh Greck word Tom, e n and 
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ſome miſtake, or perhaps a lie. Adieu! God 
bleſs 5 E 


— — i. 


* EY — A. 


a 


EE TTR 
| London, February the 270, 1755 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


N your laſt letter of the 7, you accuſe me, 
moſt unjuſtly, of being in arrears in my 


_ correſpondence 3 whereas, if our epiſtolary 


accounts were fairly liquidated, I believe you 
would be brought in conſiderably debtor. [ 
do not ſee how any of my letters to you can 


miſcarry, unleſs your office-packet miſcarries 


too, for I always ſend them to the office, 


Moreover, I might have a juſtifiable excuſe 
for writing to you ſeldomer than uſual; for 
to be ſure there never was a period of time, in 
the middle of a winter, and the Parliament 


ſitting, that ſupplied fo little matter for a let. 


ter. Near twelve millions have been grant- 


ed this year, not only nemine contradicente, but 
nemine quicquid dicente. The proper officers 
bring in the eſtimates ; it is taken for granted 
that they are neceſſary and frugal ; the Mem- 


bers go to dinner, and leave Mr Weſt and Mr 


Martin to do the reſt. 
I preſume you have ſeen the little poem of 


the Country Ls by Soame Jenyns z for it 


was 
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was in the Chronicle; as was alſo an anſwer 
to it, from the Monitor. They are neither of 
them bad performances; the firſt is the neateſt, 
and the plan of the ſecond has the moſt inven- 
tion. I ſend you none of thoſe pieces volan- 
tes in my letters, becauſe they are all printed 
in one or other of the news- papers, particular- 
ly the Chronicles; and I ſuppoſe that you and 
others have all thoſe papers amongſt you at 
Haraburgh ; in which caſe it would be only 
ou {Wl putting you to the unneceſſary expence of 
| WH couble poſtage. | 
an I find you are ſanguine about the King of 
ics Wl Pruſſia this year: I allow his army will be 
ce, MW what you ſay; but will that be vis 4 vie 
uſe French, Auitrians, Imperialiſts, Swedes, and 
for MW Ruſſians, who muſt amount to more than 
„in WW double that number? Were the inequality 
leſs, I would allow for the King of Pruſſia's 
being ſo much ipſe agmen as pretty nearly to 
balance the account. In war, numbers are 


but Ml generally my omens; and I confeſs, that in 
cers WW Germany they ſeem not happy ones this year. 
nted MW in America, I think, we are ſure of ſucceſs, - 


and great ſucceſs; but how we ſhall be able to 


ſucceſs there, and ill ſucceſs upon the conti- 
nent, ſo as to come at a Perz is more than I 
can diſcover. 


P 2 | Lady 


rike a balance, as they call it, between good 
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Lady Cheſterfield makes you her compli 
ments; and thanks you for your offer; by 
declines troubling you, being diſcouraged by 
the ill fucceſs of Madame Münchauſen's and 
Miſs Chetwynd's commiſſions, the former fo 
beef, and the latter for gloves ; neither d 
which have yet been executed, to the diſſati 
faction of botb. Adieu. 


— 


„ 1 K T T n cv 


codes, March the 16th, 11% 


———— 


u DEAR FRIEND, 
Have now your letter of the 20th paſt ly 
ing before me; by which you deſpond, in 


my opinion, too ſoon, of dubbing your Prince; 


for he moſt certainly will have the Garter; 
and he will as probably have it before the 
campaign opens, as after. His campaign 
mult}, 1 doubt, at beſt, be a defenſive one; 
and he will ſhow great {kill in making it ſuch; 
for, according to my calculation, his enemies 
will at leaſt double his number. Their 
troops, indeed, may perhaps be worſe than 
| his; but then their number will make vp thit 
defect, as it will enable them to undertake 
different operations at the ſame time. I cannot 
think that the King of Denmark will take a 


part i in the preſent war; v which he cannot do 
with 
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without great poſſible danger: and he is well 
paid by France for his neutrality; is fafe, let 


ut | | pf "= 

5 what will turn out; and, in the mean time, 
k carries on his commerce with great advantage 
* ſecurity : fo that that conſideration will 


not retard your vitit to your own country, 
whenever you have leave to return, and your 
own arrangemens will allow you. A ſhort 
ablence animates a tender paſſion ; ef Pon ne 
(eule que pour micux ſauter, eſpecially in the 
ſummer months: ſo that I would adviſe you 
to begin your journey in May; and continue 
your abſence from the dear object of your vows 
till after the dog-days, when love is ſaid to be 
unwholelome. We have been diſappointed at 
Martinico: I with we may not be ſo at Guada- 
Joupe, though we are landed there; for many 
difhculties muſt be got over, before we can be 
in poſſeſhon ot the whole iſland. A propos de 
bittes: You make uſc of iwo Spaniſh words, 
very properly, in your letter, Were 1 you, I 
would learn the Spaniſh language, if there 
were a Spaniard at Hamburgh who could 
teach me; and then you would be maſter of 
al the European languages that are uſctal : 
and, in my mind, 1t18 very convenient, if nar 
neceflary, for a public man to underſtand them 
al; und not to be obliged to have recourte to 
a interpreter for thoſe papers that chance or 
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buſineſs may throw in his way? I learned 
5 Spanish when I was older than you; convin. 
_ ced, by experience, that, in every thing pol. 
ſible, it was better to truſt to one's ſelf, than 
to any other body whatſoever. Interpreter, 
as well as relators, are often unfaithful, and 
ſtill oftener incorrect, puzzling, and blunder: 
ing. In ſhort, let it be your maxim through 
life, to know all you can know, yourſelf; and 
never to truſt implicitly to the informations of 
others. This rule has been of infinite ſervice 
to me, in the courſe of my life. | 
I am rather better than I was; which 1 
owe not to my phyſicians, but to an aſs anda the 
cow, who nouriſh me, between them, very o 
plentifully and wholeſomely; in the morning ver 
the aſs is my nurſe, at night the cow: and l Hm 
have juſt now bought a milch - goat, which is fer. 
to graze, and nurſe me, at Blackheath. I do con 
not know what may come of this latter, and iI fu 
am not without apprehenſions that it may add 
make a ſatyr of me; but, ſhould I find that 
obſcene diſpoſition growing upon me, I vilhber! 
check it in time, for fear of endangering myM 1 
life and character by rapes. And fo we hear-Mour 
h bid you lee 8 


LET 
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L E * T E R CCCXVIL 
Fan March the zoth, 1759. 
My DEAR FRIEND, . = 
DO not like theſe frequent, however ſhor 5 
| [ returns of your illneſs; for I doubt they 
imply either want of {kill in your phyſician, 
or want of care in his patient. Rhubarh, 
ſoap, and chalybeate medicines and waters, 
are almolt always ſpecifics for obſtructions of 
the liver 3 but then a very exaCt regimen is 
neceflary, and that for a long continuance. 


| {W.Acids are good for you, but you do not love 
a WW them 3 and ſweet things are bad for you, and 
ou do love them. There is another thing 


ng very bad for you, and I fear you love it too 
di nuch. When I was in Holland, I had a flow 
h is fever, that hung upon me a great while: I 
do conſulted Boerhaave, who preſcribed me what 
nd LI! ſuppoſe was proper, for it cured me; but he 
maf added, by way of poſtſcript to his preſeription, 
that M cs rariùg colatur which I obſerved, and 


win perhaps that made the medicines more effectual. 


my doubt we ſhall be mutually diſappointed in 
dur hopes of ſeeing one another this fpring, as 
| believe you will find, by a letter which you 
vill receive, at the FEE time with this, from 
Lord Holdernefle; but as Lord Horderneſſe will 
Tot tell you all, I will, between you and me, 

| | ſup- 
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ſupply that defect 1 maſt do him the jule 
to ſay, that he bas acted in the moſt kind a 
friendly manner poſſible to us both. Whe 
the King read your letter, in which you dx 
fired leave to return tor the ſake of drinkig 
the Tunbridge- waters, he ſaid, If he way 
feel waters, thoſe of Pyrmont are beiti 
than Turnbridge, and he can have them vey 
freſh at Hamburgh. I would rather he, hal 
aſked to come laſt autumn, and had paſſe 
the winter here: for, if he returns now, I {ul 
have nobody in thoſe quarters to inform ne 
of what paſles; and yet it will be a very buh 
and important ſcene. Lord Holderneſſe, why 
found that it would not be liked, reſolved u 
puſli it no farther; and replied, he was verf 
ſure, that when you knew his Majeliy had 
the leait objection to your return at this tim 
you would think of it no longer; and he own 
ed that he (Lord Holderneſſe) had given you 
encouragement for this application, laſt yeah 
then thinking and hoping that there would it 
little occaſion for your preſence at Hamburg 
this year. Lord Holdernefſe will: only tel 
you, in his letter, that as he had ſome reaſon 
to believe his moving this matter would be 
diſagreeable to the king, he reſolved, for yout 
fake, not to mention it. You muſt anlvi 
his letter upon that ſoot ſingly, and a 
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(fr im for this mark of his friendſhip ; for he 
bas really ated as your friend. I mak- no 
en doubt of your having willing leave to return 
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in autumn, for the whole winter. In the 
nean time, make the beſt of your /cjour where 
ou ate: drink the Pyrmont waters; and no 
vine but Rheniſh, which, in your caſe, | is the 
only proper one for you. 
Next week, Mr Harte will ſend you his 
Guſtavus Adolphus, in two quartos; it will 
contain many new particulars of the life of 
hat real hero, as he has had abundant and 
authentic materials which have never yet ap- 
peared. It will, upon the whole, be a very 
urious and valuable hiſtory ; though, between 
cu and me, I could haye wiſhed that he had 

been more correct and elegant in his ſtyle. 
ou will find it dedicated to one of your ac- 
uaintance, who was forced to prune the lu- 


1 Jugs uiant praiſes beſtowed upon him, and yet 
veuhbas left enough of all conſcience to ſatisſy a 
ade raſonable man. Harte has been very much. 
burguour of order theſe laſt three or ſour months; 
y telWbut is not the leſs intent upon ſowing bis Lu- 


real cerne, of which he had fix crops laſt year, to 


aid is infinite joy, and, as he ſays, profit. As 
r youll gardener, I ſhall probably have as much j Joys. 
nv b0vgh not quite ſo much profit by thirty or 


than! 


enn ſhillings; for there is the greateſt promiſe 


W 
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of fruit this year, at Blackheath, that ever! 
ſaw in my life. Vertumnus and Pomona have 
been very propitious to me; as for Priapug, 
that tremendous garden God, as I no longer 
invoke him, I cannot expect his protection 
ſrom the birds and the thieves. . 
Adieu! I will conclude like a pedant, Le. 
wits fit e quicquid corrigere eſt nefas. 


— 


32 — —— 


1 E T 3 R cccxxx. 
London, April the 16th, 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND. 


FILE bumble ſubmiſſion to you, I fil 
' ſay, that if Prince Ferdinand can 
make a defenſive campaign this year, he will 
have done a great deal, conſidering the great 
inequality of nunbers. The little advantages 
of taking a regiment or bo priſoners, or cut- 
ting another to picces, are but trifling articles 
in the great account; they are only the pence, 
the pounds are yet to come: and I take it for 
granted, that neither the French, nor the Court 
of Vienna, will have le dementi of their main 
object, which is unqueſtionably Hanover; for 

that is the /umma ſummarum ; and they vil 
certainly take care to draw a force together for 
this pur poſe, too great for any that Prince 


Ferdinand has, or can have, to e them. 
. In 
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In ſhort, mark the end on't, 7'en augura mal, 


If France, Auſtria, the Empire, Ruſſia, and 
Sweden, are not, at long run, too hard for 


the two Electors of Hanover and Branden- 


burgh, there muſt be ſome inviſible power, 
ſome tutelar Deities, that miraculoully inter- 


poſe in favour of the latter. 


You encourage me to accept all the powers 
that Loats, aſſes, and bulls, can give me, by 


engaging for my not making an ill uſe of 


them: but I own, I cannot help diſtruſting 
myſelf a little, or rather human nature; for it 


is an old and very true obſer vation, that tbere 
are miſers of money, but none of power; and 
the non-uſe of the one, and the abuſe of the 
other, increaſe in proportion to their quantity. 


Jam very ſorry to tell you, that Harte's 


Guſtavus Adolphus does not take at all, and 
conſequently ſells very little. It is certainly 


informing, and full of good matter; but it is 


as Certain too, that the ſtyle is execrable. 
Where the devil he picked it up, I cannot con- 


eive: for it is a bad ſtyle, of a new and ſin- 


pular kind; it is full of Latiniſms, Galiciſms, 
ermaniſms, and all i/ms but Angliciſms; 


n * places pompous, in others vulgar and 
Surely, before the end of the world, 


. and you in particular, will diſcover, 


bat the manner, in every thing, is at leaſt as 
im- 
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a important as the matter; and that the latter 
never can pleaſe, without a good degree of e. 
legancy in the former. 'This holds true in 
every thing in life: in writing, converſing, 
buſineſs, the help of the Graces is abſolutely 
neceſſary; and whoever vainly thinks himſelf . 
above them, will find he is miſtaken, whenit b 
will be too late to court them, for they will lf «| 
not come to ſtrangers of an advanced aye, f 
"There is an Hiſtory lately come out, of the b 
Reign of Mary Queen of Scots, and her ſon Ml ti 
{no matter by whom) King James, written h it 


one Robertſon, a Scotchman, which for clear: b. 
neſs, purity, and dignity of ſtyle, I will no is 
| ſcruple to compare with the beſt hiſtorians eo 
1 extant, not excepting Davila, Guicciardini, d. 
| and perhaps Livy. Its ſucceſs has conſe quent th 
g been great; and a ſecond edition is already th: 
| poubliſhed, and bought up. I take it for granted gr: 

that it is to be had, or at leaſt borrowed, ai of 
|  Hamburgh, or I would ſend it you. wh 
| I hope you drink the Pyrmont waters ever} the 

| morning. The health of the mind depend to! 
ſo much upon the health of the body, that the ſec; 
| latter deſerves the utmoſt attention, indeMif can 
| pendently of the ſenſes. God ſend you a 10 Ha 
| great {hare of ae I- Adieu. ſtea 
| ner 
| bin 
| LEW \ 
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„ ee 
2 London, April the 2th, 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, WE, 13 
Have received your two letters of the 10" 

[ and 13", by the laſt mail; and I will 


begin my anſwer to them, by obſerving to you, 
bat a wiſe man, without being a Stoic, con- 


ſiders, in all misfortunes that befal him, their 
beſt as well as their worſt fide; and every 
thing has a better and a worſe ſide. I have 
ſtrictly obſerved that rule for many years; and 
have found by experience, that ſome comfort 
js to be extracted, under moſt moral ills, by 
conſidering them in every light, inſtead of 
dwelling, as people are too apt to do, upon 
the gloomy ſide of the object. Thank God, 
the diſappointment that you ſo pathetically 
tel groan under, is not a calamity which admits 
„of no conſolation. Let us ſimplify it, and ſee 
what it amounts to. You were pleaſed with 

ve the expectation of coming here next month, 
ena to ſee thoſe who would have been pleaſed with 
ſeeing you. That, from very natural cauſes, 
cannot be; and you muſt paſs this ſummer at 
Hamburgh, and next winter in England, in- 
liead of paſſing this ſummer in England, and 
next winter at Hamburgh. Now, eſtimating 
things fairly, is not the change rather to your 
Vor. IV. 3 Ad- 


** 
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5 advantage ? Is not the ſummer more eligible 
both for health and pleaſure, than the winter, 
in that northern, frozen Zone ? and will not 


| 
| 
the winter, in England, ſupply you with more 
plaeaſures than the ſummer, in an empty eꝛ. 
pital, could have done? So far then it ap. 1 
pears, that you are rather a ue * your 0 
misfortune. | f 
The four too, which you propoſe making t 
to Lubeck, Altena, Gc. will both amuſe and b 
inform you: for, at your age, one cannot ſee ill | 
too many different places and people; ſince at Ml " 
the age you are now of, I take it for granted, Ne 
| that you will not ſee them n as * 
did when you firſt went abroad. tc 
This whole matter then, ſummed up, a- Wl ©! 


mounts to no more than this—that you vill Wt 7* 
be here next winter, inſtead of this ſummer. P. 
Do not think that all IJ have ſaid is the conſo -e 

lation only of an old philoſophical fellow, al. 


moſt inſenſible of pleaſure or pain, offered to fe 
2 a young fellow, who has quick ſenſations dl de 


both. No, it is the rational philoſophy taught MW - 


me by experience and knowledge of the world 


and which I have practiſed above thirty years. 
I always made the beſt of the beſt, and never 
made bad worſe by fretting 3 ; this enabled me 
to go through the various ſcenes of life, in | 


which I have been an actor, with more ples 
ſule 


will ſay, perhaps, One cannot change one's 
nature; and that, if a perſon is born of a very 


certain degree; and but to a certain degree: 


r 

for though we cannot totally change our na- 
9 ture, we may in a great meaſure correct it, 
0 by reflection and philoſophy; and ſome phi- 


loſophy is a very neceſſary companion in this 
world, where, even to the moſt fortunate, the 
chances are greatly againſt happineſs. 

I am not old enough, nor tenacious enough, 


a. of your laſt letter; and, to ſhow you that I do, 


i you may draw upon me for two hundred 
er, WI pounds, which, i hope, will more than clear 


ſo· Fou. 


al. Good night: equam memento rebus i in arduis 
to 8 /ervare mentem; be neither tranſported nor 


| deprefled by the accidents of life. 


As 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 
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ſure and leſs pain than moſt people. You 
ſenſible gloomy temper, and apt to ſee things 


in the worſt light, they cannot help it, nor 
new-make themſelves. I will admit it, to a 
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to pretend not to underſtand the main purport 


Blackheath, May the 16th, 1759. 


OUR Secretary's laſt letter, of the an, 5 
which I received yeſterday, has quieted 
BR 
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my fears a good deal, but has not entirely dif. 
f pated them. Your fever fill continues, he 


ſays, though in a leſs degree. Is it a continued | 


fever, or an intermitting one? If the former, 
no wonder that you are weak, and that your 
head aches. If the latter, why has not the bark, 

in ſubſtance and large doſes, been 2dminiftred; 
for, if it had, it muſt have ſtopped it by this 
time. Next poſt, I hope, will ſet me quite at 
_ eaſe, Surcly you have not been ſo regular az 
you ought, either in' your medicines, or in 
your general regimen, otherwiſe this fever 
would not have returned; for the DoCtor calls 
it your fever returned, as if you had an exclu- 
five patent for it. You have now bad illneſſes 
cnough to know the value of health, and to 
make you iwpliciily follow the preſcripiions of 
your phyſician in medicines, and the rules of 
your own common fenſe in diet; in which, 1 
can aflure you, from my own experience, that 


quanticy is often worſe than quality; and I 


would rather eat half a pound of bacon ata 
meal, than two pounds of any of the mol 
whole! ome food, 

I have been ſettled here near a week, to my 
great latisfaction: ce ma place; and I know 
it, which is not given to every body. Cut off 
from ſocial life by my deafneſs as well as o- 


ther phybeal Mes and being at beſt but the 
phoſ 
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ghoſt of my former ſelf, I walk here in ſilence 
and ſolitude, as becomes a ghoſt; with this 
only difference, that I walk by day, whereas, 
you know, to be ſure, that other ghoſts only 
appear by night. My health, however, is 
better than it was laſt year, thanks to my al- 
moſt total milk diet. This enables me to vary 
my ſolitary amuſements, and alternately to 
ſcribble as well as read, which I could not do 
laſt year. Thus I ſaunter away the remainder, 


be it more or leſs, of an agitated and active 


life, now reduced (and I am not ſure that I 
am a loſer by the change) to ſo quiet and ſe- 
rene a one, that it may properly be called ill 
The French whiſper in confidence, in order 
that it may be the more known and the more 
credited, that they intend to invade us this 
year, in no leſs than three places; that is, 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. Some of 
our great men, like the Devils, believe and 
tremble; others, and one little one, whom I. 
know, laugh at it; and, in general, it ſeems. 
to be but a poor inſtead of a formidable ſcare- 
cow, While ſomebody was at the head of a 
moderate army, and wanted (I know why) to- 
be at the head of a great one, intended inva- 
hons were.made-an article of political faith; 
aud the belief of them was required, as in the 


Q3 RY Church 


Church the belief of ſome abſurdities, and 
even impoſſibilities, is required, upon pain of 
| hereſy, excommunication, and conſequently 


there is a general toleration, and the beſt Sub- 
jects as well as the beſt Chriſtians may be- 
lieve what their reaſon and their conſciences 
ſuggeſt, it is generally and rationally ſuppoſed, 


fleets, to receive, and (I may add) to deſtroy, 
them. 2 God blois you.. 
| MY DEAR FRIEND, 


1 all in your own hand; though it con- 
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damnation, if they tend to the power and in. 
tereſt of the Heads of the Church. But, now 


the French will threaten and not ftrike, fince 
we are fo well prepared, both by armies and 


— L OY iz” 2 ; - uh. 


L E T T K R 'CCCXXIL 
Blackbeat, Tone the I 5th, 1759s 


OUR. letter of the oth, which I received 
yeſterday, gave me great fatisfaction, 


tains great, and I fear juſt, complaints of yout 
ill ſtate of health. You do very well to change 
the air; and I hope that change will do well 
by you. I would therefore have you write, 
after the 20th of Auguſt, to Lord Holderneſſe, 
to beg of him to obtain his Majeſty's leave for 
you to return to England for two or three 
months, upon account of your health. To 

. or 


— kd bf 
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or three months is an indefinite time, which 
may afterwards be inſenſibly ſtretched to what 
length one pleaſes; leave that to me. In the 
mean time you may be taking your meaſures 
with the beſt ceconomy. 

The day before yeſterday, an expreſs arri- | 
ved from Guadaloupe; which brought an ac- 
count of our being in poſſeſſion. of the whole 
Hand. And J make no manner of doubt, but 
that, in about two months, we ſhall have as 
good news from Crown-point, Quebec, &c. 
Our affairs in Germany, I fear, will not be 
equally proſperous ; for I have very little hopes 
for the King of Pruſſia or Prince Ferdinand. 
God bleſs . 5 


— n __— 
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| Blackheath, June the 25th, 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


THE two laſt node have brought me no 
letter from you or your Secretary: I 

will take this ſilence as a ſign that you are bet- 
ter; but however, if you thought that I cared. 
to know, you ſhould have cared to have writ- 
ten, Here the weather has been very fine for 
a fortnight together; a longer term than in 
this climate we are uſed to hold fine. weather 
by. I hope it is ſo too at Hamburgh, or at 
Do: 3% Yo 
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leaſt at the villa to which you are gone: but 
pray do not let it be your villa vicicſa, as thoſe 
retirements are often called, and too oſten 
prove; though (by the way) the original name 
was villa vezze/a, and by 1 miſcalled vi. 
cioſa. 
I have a moſt gloomy proſpect of affairs in 
Germany: the French are already in poſſeſ. 
fion of Caſſel; and of the learned part of 
Hanover, that is, Gotingen; where I preſume 
they will not ſtop pour Vamcur des Belles Let. 
tres, but rather go on to the Capital, and ſtudy 
them upon the coin: my old acquaintance, 
Monſieur de Richelieu, made a great progreſs 
there in metallic learning and inſcriptions. 
If Prince Ferdinand ventures a battle to pre- 
vent it, I dread the conſequences ; the odds 
are too great againft him. The King of 


Pruſſia is (till in a worſe ſituation : for he has 


the Hydra to encounter and though he may 
cut off a head or two, there will {till be enougt 
left to devour him at laſt. I have, as you 
know, long foretold the now approaching ca. 
taſtrophe; but I was Caſſandra. Our affairs 
in the new world -have a much more pleaſing 
aſpect: Guadaloupe is a great acquiſition; and 
Quebec, which I make no doubt of, will ftill 
be a greater. But, muſt all theſe advantage 
Purchaſed at the price of. 0 much 127 
hioo 
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blood and treaſure, be at laſt ſacrificed as a 
peace-offering ? God knows what conſequen- 
ces ſuch a meaſure may produce : the germe 
of diſcontent is already great, upon the bare 
ſuppoſition of the caſe 3 but, ſhould it be rea- 
liled, it will grow to a harveſt of diſaffection. 
| You are now, to be ſure, taking the pre- 
vious neceſſary meaſures for your return here 
in the autumn; and I think you may diſband 
your whole family, excepting your ſecretary, 
your butler, who takes care of your plate, 
wine, &c. one, or at moſt two, maid- ſer- 


J 
„ uants, and your valet de chambre, and one 
7s bootman, whom you will bring over with 


you. But give no mortal, either there or 


Go here, reaſon to think that you are not to re- Y 
ds tum to Hamburgh again. If you are aſked 


about it, ſay, like Lockhart, that you are le 
erviteur des evenemens ; for your preſent ap- 
ay Wooinements will do you no hurt here, till you 
ot bare ſome better deſtination. At that ſeaſon 
ou of the year, I believe, it will be better for 
n · Nou to come by ſea than by land] but that you 
irs vill be beſt able to judge of from the then cir- 
ng cumſtances of your part of the world. 
Your old friend Stevens is dead, of the 
couſurption that has long been undermining 
him. God bleſs you, and ſend you health 


LET. 
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L * T #: E R CC CXXIV. 

Bath, February i the ave ne 

MY DEAR FRIEND, : 
AM very glad to hear that your election 
is finally ſettled 3 and, to ſay the truth, 
not forry that Mr * * has been compelled tg 
do, de mauvai/e grace, that which he might 
have done at firſt in a friendly and handſome 
manner. However, take no notice of what 
is paſt, and live with him as you uſed to do be. 
fore; for, in the intercourfe of the world, it 
is often neceſſary to feem ignorant of what 
one knows, and to bave forgotten what one 

remembers. 

I have jaſt now finiſhed Coleman's 10 
and like it very well; it is well conduCted, 
and the characters are well preſerved. I own, 
1 expected from the author more dialogue- 
wit; but, as I know that be is a moſt ſcru- 
pulous clatlic, I believe he did not dare to 
put in half ſo much wit as he could have done, 
| becauſe 'Verence has not a ſingle grain; andi 


would have been crimen laſæ antiquitatis 
| God bleſs you! 


LET. 
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Bath, November che 2ſt, r76 1. 
MY DEAR F RIEND, 


Have this moment received your letter 
Il of the 19, If I find any alterations by 
drinking theſe waters, now fix days, it is ra- 
ther for the better; but, in ſix days more, I 
think I ſhall find, with more certainty, what 
humour they are in with me: if kind, I will 
profit of, but not abuſe, their kindneſs; all 
things have their bounds, ques ultra citrave 
nequit conſiſtere rectum ; and I will endeavour 
ne to nick that point. 
WH The Queen's jointure is lever than, from 
me reaſons, T expeRed it would be, though 
not greater than the very laſt precedent au- 
thoriſed. The cafe of the late Lord Wilming- 
ton was, I fancy, remembered. 5 
I have now good reaſon to believe, that 
Spain will declare war to us; that is, that it 
vill very ſoon, if it has not already, avowedly 
ahſt France, in caſe the war continues. This 
vill be a great triumph to Mr Pitt, and fully 
juſtify bis plan of beginning with Spain firſt, 
nd having the firſt blow, which 1 is often half 
be battle. | 
Here is a great deal of company, and what 5 
is commonly called mY company, that is 
great 


cept at the pump, where my buſineſs calls ne 
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great quality. I trouble them very little; en 


for, what is e to a deaf — or a def 
man to company? 

Lady Brown, whom! have FIR and wh 
by the way, has got the gout in her eye, i 
quired very 9 after 585 And fol le 
gantly reſt, 

Yours till death 


LEES: "tat 


Bath, December the 6th, ren 


2 
* —— 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
Have been in your debt ſane time 
1 which you know I am not very apt ty 
be; but it was really for want of ſpecie t 
pay. The preſent ſtate of my invention doe 
not enable me to coin; and you would hart 
had as little pleaſure in reading, as I ſhoull 


have had in writing, le coglionerie of this placi ! 
beſides, that I am very little mingled in them 

I do not know whether I ſhall be able to fo M 
low your advice, and cut a winner: for, 4 

preſent, I have neither won nor loſt a ſingt [ 

(billing. I will play on this week only: ane 

if 1 have a good run, I will carry it off will! 

me; if a bad one, the loſs can hardly amoun 1 


to any thing conſiderable in ſeven days, fo 
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hope to ſee you in town to-morrow ſeven- 
night. 

l had a difmal letter hom Harte, laſt week: 
be tells me that he is at nurſe with a ſiſter in 
Berkſhire 3 that he has got a confirmed jaun- 
dice, beſides twenty other diſtempers. The 
true cauſe of theſe complaints J take to be, 
the ſame that ſo greatly diſordered, and had 
nearly deftroyed, the moſt auguſt Houſe of Au- 
ſtria about one hundred and thirty years ago; 
I mean, Guſtavus Adolphus; who neither an- 
ſwered his expectations in point of profit nor 
reputation: and that merely by his own fault, 
in not writing 1t in the vulgar tongue; for, as 
to facts, I will maintain, that it is one of the 
tu beſt biſt ories extant. 

u 4u revoir, as Sir Fopling 125 and God 


does bleſs vou. 
hatt 


ould ER . 

ww LET DT: RR CCCXXVII. 
nem | 

c iy DEAR FRIEND, 
„ I ARRIVEp here, as I propoſed, laſt "ug 
inge day; but as ill as J feared I ſhould be, 
en I ſaw you. Head, ſtomach, and limbs, 
all out of order. 

10u 1 have yet ſeen nobody but Viletes, who is 


„ til here for good, as it is called. What 
Vor. IV. R 5 con- 


— — ** k a 8 
ao * . R 
—— 


Bath, November the 14, 1762. | 
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conſequences has the Duke of Devonſhire 
reſignation had? He has conſiderable connes. 
tions and relations; but whether any of then 
are reſigned enough to reſign with him, j; 
another matter. There will be, to be ſure, 
as many and as abſurd reports, as there ar 
in the law-books ; 1 do not deſire to know ei. 
ther; but inform me of what facts come to 
your knowledge, and of ſuch reports only a 
you believe are grounded. And ſo God blek 
you! < | . 


3 F. 
LE Tn 
HE: - | _ _- Bath, November the 1 zth, 1761. Or. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, th 


JF Have received your letter, and believ]M an 
that your Preliminaries are very near the an 
mark: and, upon that ſuppoſition, I think ve] th: 
have made a tolerable good bargain wi wa 
Spain; at leaſt, full as good as I expeQtd, 
and almoſt as good as I wiſhed, though I © 
not believe that we have got all Florida; but 
it we have St Auguſtin, as I ſuppoſe, that, . 
the figure of pars pro toto, will be called al 
Florida. We have by no means made fo god 
a bargain with France; for, in truth, what 
we get by it, except Canada, with a very p'0 
per boundary of the river Miſſiſippi, and 
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all? Ab for the reſtrictions upon the French 
fiſhery in Newfoundland, they are very well 
per la predica, and for the Commiſſary whom 
we ſhall employ : for he will have a good fa- 
hay from hence, to ſee that thoſe reſtrictions 
are complied with; and the French will double 
that ſalary, that he may allow them all to be 
broken through. It is plain to me, that the 
French fiſhery wall be exactly what! it was be- 
fore the war. 

The three Leeward 1 . the 


worth half ſo much as that of St Lucia, which 
ve give up to them. Senegal is not worth 
one quarter of Goree. The reſtrictions of 


the French, in the Eaſt Indies, are as abſurd 


eve and impracticable as thoſe of Newfoundland; 


the and you will live to ſee the French trade to 
ce the Eaſt Indies juſt as they did before the 


with war. But, after all I have ſaid, the Articles 


Nec are as good as I expected with France, when 
[conſidered that no one ſingle perſon, who 


carried on this negotiation on our parts, was 
ever concerned or conſulted in any negotiation 
before. Upon the whole, then, the acquiſi- 


Guadaloupe, if our negotiators had known 
how to have gone about it. 


French yield to us, are not, all together, 
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tion of Canada has coſt us fourſcore millions 
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His moſt Faithful Majeſty of Portugal is 
the beſt off of any body in this tranſaction; for 
he faves his kingdom by it, and has not laid 

out one moidore in defence of it. Spain, 


thank God, in ſome meaſute, puie les pots | | 

caſjes ; for, beſides St Auguſtin, Logwood, &. k 

it has loſt at leaſt four millions ſterling, | in 

money, ſbips, Oc. 4 

Harte is here, who tells me he has been at bh 

this place theſe three years, excepting ſome 1 

few excurſions to his ſiſter; he looks ill, and v 

laments that he has frequent fits of the yellow WM .. 

$$ jaundice, He complains of his not having 5. 
© heard from you theſe four years; you ſhould Wi ,: 
| write to him. Theſe waters have done me 4 ſ 
great deal of good, though I drink but two y 


1 thirds of a pint in the whole day, whichis {MW ..; 
leſs than the ſobereſt of my countrymen drink Fr 
of claret at every meal. 
| 1 ſhould naturally think, as you do, that 1 
| | this ſeſſion will be a ſtormy one, that is, it il 
| Mr Pitt takes an active part; but if he is M3; 
| | pleaſed, as the Miniſters ſay, there is no othet ill eo 
| Aolus to blow a ſtorm. The Dukes of Cum: ba 
berland, Newcaſtle, and Devonſhire, have no p. 
better troops to attack with than the militia; ll yy; 
but Pitt alone! is * agmen. God bleſs you! Mus 


LET: 
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11 E R CCC XXX. 

| Bath, November the 27th, 1762. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
RECEIVED your letter this morning, and 
return you. the ball a la wolee.  'The 
King's ſpeech is a very prudent one; and as 
| ſuppoſe that the Addreſſes in anſwer to it 
were, as uſual, in almoſt the ſame words, 
my Lord Mayor might very well call them 
innocent. As his Majeſty expatiates fo much 
upon the great atchievements of the war, I 
cannot help hoping, that, when the Prelimi- 
naries ſhall be laid before Parliament in dug 
tme, which, I ſuppoſe, means after the re- 
ſpective ratifications of all the contraQting 
parties, that ſome untalked-of and unexpected 


ik France; St Lucia, at leaſt. I fee, in the 

news papers, an article which I by no means 
"at Wh like, in our treaty with Spain; whieh is, that 
it we ſhall be at liberty to cut logwood in the 
7 Bay of Campeachy, but paying 2 it. Who 
et 


does not fee that this condition may, and pro- 
bably will, amount to a prohibition, by the 
price which the Spaniards may ſet it at? It 
was our undoubted right, and confirmed to 
us by former treaties, before the war, to cut 
logwood gratis, but this new ſtipulation (if 
| R 3 true) 


advantage will break out in our treaty with 
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true) gives | us a privilege, ſomething like; 


be hanged. 


fome time longer than you had allowed. 


Faſt Indies boring this war; and I canndt 


reprieve to a criminal, with a non ob/tante to 


I now drink ſo little waters that i it can nei. 
ther do me good nor hurt; but as I bathe but 
twice a-week, that operation, which does my 
rheumatic carcaſe good, will keep me here 


| Harte is going to publiſh a new edition of 


ce 

his Guſtavus, in Octavo; which, he tells me, Noe 

he has altered, and which, I could tell him, ur 

be ſhould tranſlate into Engliſh, or it will not B. 

ſell better than the former; for, while the 6 
world endures, ſtyle and manner will be re- 

garded at leaſt as much as matter. And ſo, = 
Dieu vos: art dans ſa ſainte garde. 


1 * x; E R ccxxx. 


Bath, December the wb FEY 


MY DEAR FRIEND. 


RECEIVED your letter this morning, with WW =: 

J the incloſed Preliminaries, which we an 
have had here theſe three days; and I retum iff co 
them, ſince you intend to keep them, which A. 
is more than I believe the French will. Ian 
very glad to find that the French are to reſtore T. 
all the conqueſts they made upon us in the for 
Is 


doube 


three leagues of our coaſts in North America, 
(a diſtance eaſily meaſured, eſpecially at ſea), 
according to the ſpirit, though not the letter, 


ſtrong oppoſition to the Peace will be in the 
Houſe of Lords, though I cannot well con- 


{ Wl ccive it; nor can I make out above fix or ſe- 
„en who will be againſt it upon a divifion, 
1 unleſs (which I cannot ſuppoſe) ſome of the 


God bleſs you! 


L E T ＋ * R CCCXXXI. 
| Bath, December the 1 zth, 1762. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


gave me a very clear account of the de- 


date in your Houſe. It is impoſhble for a hu- 
1h man creature to ſpeak well for three hours and. 


we n half; I queſtion even if Belial, who, ac- 
um cording to Milton, was the orator of the fallen 
ich Angels, ever ſpoke ſo long at a tine. 

am There muſt have been a trick in Charles 
tore I Townſhend's ſpeaking for the Preliminaries 3 


Lord Egremont muſt be a or have 3 
of 
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doubt but they will likewiſe reſtore to us alt 
the Cod that they ſhall take within leſs than 


of the Treaty. I am informed, that the 
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Biſhops ſhould vote on the hde of their maker. 


q ESTERDAY I received your letter, whick 


for he is infinitely above having an opinion. 
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of going into ſome other place; perhaps into 
Lord Granville's, who they ſay is dying: when 
he dies, the ableſt head in TEIN 150 too, 
take it for all in all. 

1 (hall be in town, barring accidents, this 
day ſevennight, by dinner-time; when hare 
ordered a Haricot, to which you will be very 
welcome, about four o'clock. En attendant 
Dieu vous ait dans ſa ſainte garde. 


——— 0 nnn. 


DEE WT 


Blackheath, June the rqth, "vp 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


1 RECEIVED, by the laſt mail, your leuer Ne. 
1 ofthe 4, from the Hague; ſo far ſo good, 
You arrived /onica at the Hague, for our Am- 


bafſador's entertainment; I find he has been la 
very civil to you. You are in the right w MI” 
ſtop for two or three days at Hanau, and make | 
your court to the Lady of that place ®. Your the 
Exccllency makes a figure already in the news: . 
papers; and let them, and others, Excellen- * 
ey you as much as they pleaſe, but pray ſulfer 
nct your own fervants to do it. tar 
Nothing new of any kind has happens 4 
« 


- here ance ”ou went; lo I will wiſh you 2 
| good 


* Her Royal Highnebs f Princeſs Mary of England, Landy 
- gravine of Helle. 
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gol night, and bope that God will bleſs you. 


2 4 4 — 
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Blackheath, July the 14th, 1763. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
ESTERDAY I received your letter from 
Ratiſbon, where I am glad that you 
ae arrived ſafe. You are, I find, over head 
ind ears engaged in ceremony and &tiquette.. 
You muſt not yield in any thing effential, 
where your public charaQer may ſuffer : but 
[ adviſe you, at the ſame time, to dillinguiſh 
carefully what may and what may not affect 
it, and to deſpiſe ſome German minuties; 
ſuch as one ſtep lower or higher upon the 
ſlairs, a bow more or lels, and ſuch ſort of 
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10 tiles, 

ke By what I ſee in Sr s letter to you, 
. the cheapneſs of wine compenſates the quan- 
6. Ni, as the cheapneſs of ſervants compenſates 


the number that you muſt make uſe of. 
Write to your mother often, if it be but 
tree words, to prove your exiſtence; for when 


lhe does not hear from you, ſhe knows, to a de- 
ua nonſtration, that you are dead, if not buried. 
* The incloſed is a letter of the utmoſt con- 


[quence 3 which I was defired to forward, 
Vitu care and ſpeed, to the moſt ſerene Louis. 
” FR 
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My head is not well to-day. So God blek 
you! 


N 1 E R CCCXXAIV, 
| Blackheath, Auguf the ist, 1765 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Hope that by this time you are pretty well 
ſettled at Ratiſbon, at leaſt as to the im- 
portant points of the ceremonial ; ſo that you 
may know to preciſion, to whom you mult 
give, and from whom you mult require, the 
ſeine Excellentza. Thoſe formalities are, no 
doubt, ridiculous enough in themſelves ; but 
pet they are neceſſary for manners, and ſome- 
times for buſineſs; and both would ſuffer EY 
laying them quite aſide. 
I have lately had an attack of a new com- 
plaint, which I have long ſuſpected that I had 
in my body, in a&u primo, as the pedants 
call it, but which I never felt in acta ſecundi 
till laſt week, and that is a fit of the ſtone or 
gravel. It was, thank God, but a flight 
one; but it was dans toutes les formes : ſot i 
was preceded by a pain in my loins, which! 
at firſt took for ſome remains of my rheums' 
tiſm ; but was ſoon convinced of my miſtake, 
by making water much blacker than coffee, 


with a prodigious ſediment of gravel. I am 
| | now 


/ 


indications of this dreadful complaint. 
God keep you from that and deafneſs: 


the inevitable, lot of human nature; but admit 
of ſome mitigation. God bleſs you! 


j — = ET | 5 FT 
"WLETTER cccxxxv-. 
{t 


Blackheath, Auguſt the 22d, 1763. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


'OU will, by this poſt, hear from others, 
that Lord Egremont died two days 
ego of an apoplexy 3 which, from his figure, 


by MY #1 the conſtant plethora he lived in, was rea- 


ſonably to be expected. You will aſk me, 
m. bo is to be Secretary in his room? to which 


ad Lanſwer, that I do not know. I ſhould gueſs 
nts Lord Sandwich, to be ſucceeded in the Admi- 


nd MY ralty by Charles 'Townſhend ; unleſs the Duke 


. of MM of Bedford, who ſeems to have taken to him 


ght ſelf the department of Europe, ſhould have a 
ri mind to it. This event may perhaps produce 
ch! olbers; but, till this happened, every thing 
was in a ſtate of inaction, and abſolutely no- 


ba; a new jumble ot its own atoms, or by mix- 
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now perfectly eaſy again, and have no more 


other complaints are the common, and almoſt . 


9} — , - \ H 


thing was done. Before the next ſeſſion, this 
chaos muſt neceſſarily take ſome form, either 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD's 
ing them with the more efficient ones of th 
| Oppoſition, | 
I 1 ſee by the news- papers, as well as by you 
letter, that the difficulties ſtill ſubſiſt about 
your ceremonial at Ratiſbon. Should they, 
from pride and folly, prove inſuperable, anl 
obſtruct your real buſineſs, there is one expe- Bil 
dient which may perhaps remove difficulties, : 
and which I have often known practiſed, but Wl : 
which I believe our people here know nothing 
c 
. 


of: it is, to have the character of Miniſter 
only, in your oſtenſible title; and that of En- 
voy Extraordinary in your pocket, to produce Wil F 
occaſionally, eſpecially if you ſhould be ſent to 
any of the Electors in your neighbourhood; Bil 7 
or elſe, in any tranſactions that you may have ih al 
in which your title of Envoy Extraordinary ll V 
may create great difficulties, to have a reverſal 0: 
given you, declaring, that the temporary ſu- I 


penſion of that character ne dennera pas lM th 

moindre atteinte ni a vos droits ni à vos pre *! 
Fenſims. As for the reſt, divert yourſelf uv 
well as you can, and eat and drink as little e 
you can: and ſo God bleſs you! m. 

5 e wh 

ne 

I |; 

L EI. N. 
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Blackheath, September the 157, 1763, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
REAT news! The King ſent for Mr 
Pitt laſt Saturday, and the conference 
Jaſted a full hour: on the Monday following, 
another conference, which laſted much longer; 
and yeſterday a third, longer than either. 
You take for granted, that the treaty was con- 
n cluded and ratified : no ſuch matter, for this 
17. last conference broke it entirely off; and Mr 
ace Pitt and Lord Temple went yeſterday evening 
to to their reſpective country houſes. Would 
od: you know what it broke off upon, you muſt 
ave alk the news-mongers and the coffee-houſes ; 
an who, I dare ſay, know it all very minutely : 
la but I, who am not apt to know any thing that 
ful. 1 40 not know, honeſtly and humbly confeſs 
ai at I cannot tell you; probably one party 
pre aſked too much, and the other would grant 
fu doo little. However, the King's dignity was 
e u not, in my mind, much conſulted, by their 
making him ſole Plenipotentiary of a treaty, 
uhich they were not, in all events, determi- 
ned to conclude. It ought ſurely to have been 
begun by ſome inferior agent, and his Majeſty 
ſhould only have appeared in rejecting or ra— 
tifying it. Lewis the XIV® never fat down 
Vor. IV. = _ before 
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| before a town in perſon, that was not ſure to 
be taken. 

However, ce qui eſt differs n'eſt pas onda 
for this matter muſt be taken up again, and 
concluded before the meeting of the Parliz. 
ment, and probably upon more diſadvantageous 
terms to the preſent Miniſters, who have ta. 
citly admitted, by this late negotiation, what 
their enemies have loudly proclaimed, tha ill: 
they are not able to e; on affairs. So much | | 
de re politicas a 
I have at laſt done the beſt office that can Wl t! 
be done, to molt married people; that is, I He. 
have fixed the ſeparation between my brother 
and his wife; and the definitive treaty of peace le 
will be proclaimed in about a fortnight ; for Ne 
the only ſolid and laſting peace, between a man in 
and his wife, is, doubtleſs, a ſeparation. God ſu 


bleſs you! „ Ve 
| 3 8 c0 
L ET T E RA. Cern 


Blackheath, September the zoth, 1763 
| MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OU will have known, long before this 
from the office, that the departments 
are not caſt as you withed : for Lord Halifaz 
as ſenior, had of courſe his choice; and choſe 
the Southern, upon account of the colonies 


The 
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The miniſtry, ſuch as it is, is now ſettled en 
attendant mieux; but, in my opinion, cannot, 
25 they are, meet the Parliament. 

The only and all the efficient people they 
have, are in the Houſe of Lords; for, ſince 
Mc Pitt has firmly engaged Charles Townſhend 
to him, there 18 not a man of the Court fide, 
in the Houſe of Commons, who has either a- 
bilities or words enough to call a coach. Lord 
B*#** js certainly playing un deſſous de cartes, 
and 1 ſuſpect that it is with Mr Pitt; but what 
that deſſous is, I do not know, though all the 
coffee · houſes do moſt exactly 

The preſent inaction, I believe, gives you 
ce leiſure enough for ennui, but it gives you time 
enough too for better things; I mean, read - 
ing uſeful books; and, what is ſtill more uſe- 
ful, converſing with yourſelf ſome part of e- 
very day. Lord Shafteſbury recommends ſelf- 
converſation to all authors; and I would re- 
commend it to all men; they would be the 
better for it. Some people have not time,, 
and fewer have inclination, to enter into that 
converſation ; nay, very many dread it, and 
lly to the Ry trifling diſſipations in order to 
woid it: but if a man would allot half an 
bour every night, for this ſelf- converſation,. 
and recapitulate with himſelf whatever he has 
done, rigbt or wrong, in the courſe of the 

= dae. 
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day, he would be both the better and the wiler 
for it. My deafneſs gives me more than ſuf. 
cient time for ſelf converſation ; and JI hae 
found great advantages from it. My brother, 
and Lady Stanhope, are at laſt finally parted, 
was the negotiator between them; and hal i 
ſo much trouble in it, that I would much fa. t 
ther negotiate the moſt diſicult point of the: 
Jus publicum Sacri Romani Inperii, with the I 
whole Diet of Rariſbon, than negotiate any Will 
point wich any woman. If my brother had is 


had ſome of thoſe ſelf-converſations which I Wl 7 
recommend, he would not, I believe, at paſt u 
ſixty, wich a crazy, battered conſtitution, and i vi 
deaf into the bargain, have married a young i ſet 
girl, juſt turned of twenty, full of health, and bo 
conſequently of defires. But who takes wain- I. 
ing by the fate of others? This, perhaps, pro- iſ 
ceeds from a negligence of ſelf- converſation dat 
God bleſs you! A | 
Wa 

_ V 7 [7 
LE bs T K. R 'CCOXXXVIIL ma 
Blackheath, O aober the 17th, 1763 4 

MY DFAR FRIEND, oy 
HE laſt mail brought me your letter o cxi1 

the 24 inſtant, as the former had brought con 
me that of the 25" paſt. I did ſuppoſe thit 
at Þ 


you would be ſent for over, for tbe firſt N 
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of the ſeſſion; as I never knew a ſtricter mu- 
ſter, and no furlows allowed. I am very ſorry 
for it, for the reaſons you hint at: but, how- 
erer, you did very prudently, in doing de 
hzme grace, what you could not help doing; 
and let that be your rule in every thing, for 
the reſt of your life. Avoid diſagreeable things, 
3 much as, by dexterity, you can; but when 
they are unavoidable, do them with ſeeming 
willingneſs and alacrity. Though this journey 


: is ill- timed for you in many reſpects, yet, in 
point of Finances, you will be a gainer by it 

upon the whole; for depend upon it, they 

nd will keep you here till the very laſt day of the 


ſeſſion ; and I ſuppoſe you have ſold your 
nd WM borſzs, and diſmiſſed ſome of your ſervants. 
m. Though they ſeem to apprehend the firſt day 
ro- iſ of the ſeſfion fo much, in my opinion their 
on. danger will be much greater in the courſe of 1 it. 
When you are at Paris, you will of courſe 
wait upon Lord Hertford, and defire him to 
preſent you to the. King : at the ſame time 
II. nake my compliments to him, and thank him 
for the very obliging meſſage he left at my 
houſe in town; and tell him, that, had I re- 
r of ceired it in time from thence, I would have. 
ught come to town on purpoſe to have returned it. 
mn perſon, If there are any new little books- 
at Paris, pray bring them me. 1 have already 
8 3 LE Vol 
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Voltaire's Zelis dans le Bain, his Droit qu 
Seigneur, and Olympie. Do not forget to cal 
once at Madame Monconſvil's, and as often xg 
you pleaſe at Madame du Pin's. Au revoir. 


— — — — — » * 


* E 2 905 E * ccexxxn. 


Bath, November the a4, 176k 
M DEAR FRIEND, 


| 1 
ARRIVED here, as you fuppols i in | your T 

letter, laſt Sunday ; but after the work ) 

„ day's journey J ever had in my life: it ſnowed \ 
and froze that whole morning, and in the e- f 
* 

7 
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vening it rained and thawed, which made the 
roads fo flippery, that I was fix. hours coming 
poſt from the Devizes, which is but eighteen 
miles from hence; ſo that, but for the name of 
coming poſt, I might as well have walked on 
foot. I have not yet quite got over my laſt vio- 
lent attack, and am weak and flimzy. © \ 
I have now drank the waters but three days; 
fo that without a miracle I cannot yet expe@ | 
much alteration, and I do not in the leaſt ex- if © 
pect a miracle. If they proved les eaux d ci 
Fouvence to me, that would be a miracle in- 
deed ; but, as the late Pope Lambertini ſaid; 
Fra na, gli miracoli ſono paſſati gia un pet. 
J have ſeen Harte, who inquired much after 


my you: he is e and ee and thinks 
baiimſel 
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really a tendency to the jaundice. I have yet 
ſeen nobody elſe, nor do I know who here is. 
to be ſeen ; for J have not yet exhibited my- 


in Bath. 
After all the fears and: hopes, oncuberied ſe⸗ 


Miniſters themſelves do not wantonly raiſe dif- 
ficulties, I think they will meet with none. 


Adieu! God Neſs ns 


— 


— 


* * N K R cecx!I. 


o Bath, December. the 34, 176 3. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 1 

83 AS poſt brought me your letter of the 

Js; 29th paſt. I ſuppoſe C—-— "T-— let 


-x- WF off his ſpeech upon the princeſs's portion, 
ao WF chicfly to ſhow that he was of the Oppoſition : 
in- for otherwiſe, the point was not debateable, 


Unleſs as to the quantum, againſt which ſome- 


half, 
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himſell much worſe than he is, though he has 


ſelf to public view, except at the pump, which. 8 
at the time I go to it is the moſt private place 


verally by the meeting of the Parliament, in 
my opinion it will prove a very eaſy ſeſſion. 
Mr Wilkes is univerſally given up; and if the 


A majority of two hundred is a great * . 


| thing might be ſaid; for the late Princeſs of 
Orange (who was the eldeſt daughter of a 
King) had no more, and her two ſiſters but 


FP TTT . 


— ND 


0 
; 
i 
{ 
} 
4 
ö 
1 
i 
1 
x) 
' 
\=_ 
24 7 
1 4 
= 
x 
\F 
* 


— — ApS 2 22 2. 
— — - a. — — - - - 
OT on 
N ⁵ aA LESS. 
g 


212 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


half, if I am not miſtaken. | 

It is a great mercy that Mr Wilkes, the in. 
| trepid defender of our rights and liberties, ig 
out of danger, and may live to fight and write 
again in. ſupport of them; and it is no leſs a 
mercy, that God hath raiſed up the Earl of 
8 to vindicate and promote true religion 
and morality. Theſe two bleſſings will juſtly 
make an epocha in the annals of this country, 


waits with impatience for your letter. Heis 


Lord Craven's papers, which, he ſays, give 


more, to the Queen of Bohemia at leaſt, like 


great part of his eſtate in her Royal cauſe. 


that ſtrength and ſpirits will return : if they 


them. I have lived long enough, and obſer- 


I have delivered your meſſage to Harte, who 
very happy now in having free acceſs to all 


him great lights into the bellum tricennale; the 
old Lord Craven having been the profeſſed and 
valorous knight-errant, and perhaps ſomething 


Sir Peter Pride, he had the honour of ſpending 


I am by no means right yet; I am very weak 
and flimzy ſtill ; but the Doctor aſſures me, 


do, lucro apponam, I will make the beſt of 
them; if they do not, L will not make their 
want {till worſe, by grieving and regretting 


ved enough, to eſtimate moſt things at their 
intrinſic, and not their 1 imaginary, value; and 
at ſeventy, 1 find nothing much worth either 

defiring. 


,, wo 


— 


Pe 
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defiring or fearing.” But theſe reſlections; 
which ſuit with ſeventy, would be greatly pre- 
mature at two-and- thirty. So make the beſt 
of your time, enjoy the preſent hour; but me- 
mor ultime. God bleſs you. 


LS $$: CCCXILI. 
Bath, December the 18th, 1763. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
RECEIVED your letter this morning, in 
which you reproach me with not baving 
written to you this week. The reaſon was, 
that I did not know what to write, There is 
that ſameneſs in my life here, that every day 
ts ful but as the firſt. I ſee very few people; 
and, in the literal ſenſe of the word, 1 hear 
nothing. | | 
Mr L— and Mr "I I hold to be two very 
ingenious men; and your image of the two 
men ruined, one by loſing his law-ſuit, and 
the other by carrying it, 1s a very Juſt one. 
To be ſure they felt in themſelves uncommon 
talents for buſineſs and ſpeaking) | -which were 
toretmburle them. 
Harte has a great poetical work to publiſh, 
before it be long; he has ſhown me ſome parts 
of it. He had intitled it, Emblems ; but I 
perſuaded him to alrer that name, for two rea- 
ſons > 
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one night; for J really believe that I could not 


ſons: the firſt was, becauſe they were not em- 


blems, but fables; the ſecond was, that if they 0 
had been emblems, Quarles had degraded and not 
vilified that name, to ſuch a degree, that it is an) 
im poſſible to make uſe of it after him. 88 Wil p, 
they are to be called Fables; though Moral NJ 
Tales would, in my mind, be the propereſt pan 
name. If you aſk me what I think of thoſe] WM 
have ſeen, I muſt ſay, that und plura bona, 10 
quadam mediocra, et quædam bis 

Your report of future changes, I cannot | by 
think is wholly groundleſs : for it ſtill runs ly 
ſtrongly in my head, that the mine we talked - 
of will be {prung at or before the end of the n 
ſeſſion. 


I have got a little more ſtrength; but not 
quite the ſtrength of Hercules : ſo that I will 
not undertake, like him, fifty deflorations in 


compaſs them. So good night, and God bleſs 
you; | 


L K TT 1 1 - COOL. 

| | Bath, December the 24th, 1763. 
MY DEAR FRIEND. N 

CoNFEss I was a good deal ſurpriſed at 

your preſling me ſo ſtrongly to influence. 


parlor Roſenhagen, when you well know the 
refolu- 
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which I have ſcrupulouſly obſerved ever fince, 
not to concern myſelf, directly or indireCtly, in 


kind to you. I am very glad of it; and he can 


ly, or philoſophy call it what you pleaſe: you 
may with great truth aſſure him, that you did 
all that you could to obey his commands. 


boa ſo much good in your laſt illneſs, when 
; ide great medicinal Mattadores did you rather 


harm, I have found a Monſieur Dtafoirus 


tecovered ſome ſtrength, and a little more will 


3 Nie me as much as I can make uſe of. | 
Lady Brown, whom I ſaw yeſterday, makes 
t WM... 
ny compliments: and I with you a 
* og Dane and a a good. night. A- 


deu. 


refolntion I had made ſeveral years ago, and 


any party political conteſt whatſoever. Let 
Parties go to loggerheads, as much and as long 
as they pleaſe: I will neither endeavour to 
part them, nor take the part of either; for I ; 
know them all too well. But you ſay, that 
Lord Sandwich has been remarkably civil and 


by no means impute to you my obſtinacy, fol- 


I am forry to find that you are out of order, 
but I hope it is only a cold: ſhould it be any 
thing more, pray "conſult Dr Maty, who did 


here, Dr Moiſy, who has really done me a 
great deal of good; and I am ſure I wanted it 
a great deal when I came here firſt. I have 
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L E 1 E X CCCXLIII. 
Bath, December the zist, 1765 
MY DEAR FRIEND, r "Fa 
(ee wrote me word, by the laſt 
poſt, that you were laid up with the 
gout: but I much queſtion it; that is, whe. 
ther it is the gout or not. Your laſt illnef, 
before you went abroad, was pronounced the 
gout, by the ſkilful ; and proved at laſt a mere 
rheumatiſm. Take care that the ſame mil. 
take is not made this year; and that, by gi. 
ving you ſtrong and hot medicines to throw * 
out the gout, they do not inflame the they m 
matiſm, if it be one. ea 
Mr Wilkes has imitated ſome of the gte, 
men of antiquity, by going into voluntayMl " 
_ exile: it was his only way of defeating both the 
his creditors and his proſecutors. Whatever 
his friends, if he has any, give out of his r. 
turning ſoon, I will anſwer for it, that it wil 
be a long time before that /n comes. 
I have been much out of order theſe fou 


days, of a violent cold; which I do not knov | 
how I got, and which obliged me to ſuipeni I 
drinking the waters; but is now ſo mul F 
better, that I propoſe reſuming them for thi 15 
week, and paying my court to you in towns and 
Monday or Luekay ng but this | & 


Ju 
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fub ſpe rati _ | God bleſs you! 


* 1 — 


——ů— 
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Blackheath, July the 20th, 110% N 
ur DEAR FRIEND, 


Hav this moment received your letter of 
the 3a, from Prague; but I never received 
that which you mention from Ratiſhon : this 
made me think you in ſuch rapid motion, that 
| did not know where to take aim. I now 
ſuppoſe that you are arrived, though not yet 
ſettled, at Dreſden : your audiences and for- 
malities are, to be ſure, over; and that 1s great 
eaſe of mind to you. 

| have no political events to acquaint | you 
with; the ſummer is not the ſeaſon for them, 


tar 
I they ripen only 1n winter: great ones are ex- 
eye pected immediately before the meeting of Par- 


lament; but that, you know, is always the lan- 
guage of fears and hopes. However, I rather 
believe that there will be ſomething patched 
up between the ins and the outs. 


Bi The whole ſubject of converſation, at pre- 
ſpen ſent, is the Death and Will of Lord Bath: 
muck he has left above twelve hundred thouſand 


pounds in land and money; ſour hundred thou- 
land pounds in caſh, ſtocks, and mortgages : his 


ven eſtate, in land, was improved to fiſteen 
Vor. IV. WA thous 
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eſtate, which he * *, is as much; both which, 


thouſand pounds a year; and the Bradford 


at only five-and-twenty years purchaſe, a. 
mount to eight hundred thouſand pounds: 


and all this he has left to his brother Genetal 


Pulteney, and in his own diſpoſal, though he 
never loved him. The legacies he has leſt 


are trifling; for, in truth, he cared for no- 


body: the words give and begneath were too 
ſhocking to him to repeat; and ſo he leſt all, 


in one word, to his brother. The public, 


which was long the dupe of his ſimulation 


and diſimulation, begins to explain upon 
him; and draws ſuch a picture of him as J 
gave you long ago. 


Your late Secretary has been wich me three 


or four times: he wants ſomething or ano- 
ther, and it ſeems all one to bim what, whe- 


ther civil or military; in plain Engliſh, he 
wants bread. He has knocked at the doors 


of ſome of the Miniſters, but to no purpoſe. 


I wiſh with all my heart that I could help 


him: I told him fairly that I could not, but 
adviſed him to find ſome channel to Lord 


B***; which, though a Scotchman, he told 
me he 8 not. He brought a packet of 
letters from the office to you, which I made 


him ſeal up; and I keep 1 it {or you, as I ſup- 


pol: 


— 92 © 
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poſe it makes up the ſeries of your Ratiſbon 


letters. 


As for me, I am juſt what 1 was when vou 
leſt me; that is, nobody. Old- age ſteals upon 
me inſenſibly. I grow weak and decrepit; 


but do not ſuffer, and ſo I am content. 
Forbes brought me four books of yours, 
two of which were Bielefeldt's letters; in 


which, to my knowledge, there are many 


notorious lies. 

Make my compliments to Comte Einſiedel, 
whom I love and honour much; and ſo good 
night to ſeine Excellentz. 

Now our correſpondence may be more 


| regular, and I expect a letter from 
you every fortnight. I will be regu- 


lar on my part: but write oftener to 
your mother, if it be but three lines. 


. pe A „ w 


b R E c kl. 
Blackheath, Tuly the 25th, 1764. 
My DEAR FRIEND, | 


RECEIVED, two days ago, your letter of 
the 11", from Dreſden, where I am very 


glad that you are ſafely arrived at laſt. The 
prices of the neceſſaries of life are monſtrous 
there; and I do not conceive how the poor 


natives ſubſiſt at all, after having been ſo long 
: 55 4 * | and 
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and ſo often plundered by their own as wel 
as by other Sovereigns. Fer 

As for procuring you either the title or the 
appointments of Plenipotentiary, I could as 
ſoon procure them from the Turkiſh as from 
the Engliſh Miniſtry; and, in truth, T believe 


they have it not to give. 
Mow to come to your Civil Liſt, if one | 
may compare ſmall things with great. I think a 


I have found out a better refreſhment for it . 
than you propoſe; for to-morrow I ſhall ſend 

to your caſhier, Mr Larpent, five hundred 
pounds at once, for your uſe, which, I pre. 
Tame, is better than by quarterly payments; 

and I am very apt to think, that, next Mid. 
Tummer-day, he will have the ſame ſum, and 

for the ſame uſe, conſigned to him. f 
It is reported here, and I believe not with- © 
out ſome foundation, that the Queen of Hun- 
gary has acceded to the Family Compact be- 
tween France and Spain: if fo, I am fure it 
behoves us to form in time a counter alliance, 

of at leaſt equal ſtrength; which I could eaſily 
point out, but which, I fear, is not thought 

of here. 

Ine rage of marrying is very preralemz ſo 
that there will be probably a great crop o 
cuckolds next winter, who are at preſent only p 


cocus en herbe. It wil contribute to popular 
tion, 
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tion, and ſo far muſt be allowed to be a pub- 
lie benefit. Lord G , Mr B—, and Mr D—, 
are, in this reſpect, very meritorious; for 
they have all married handſome women, with - 
out one ſhilling fortune. Lord muſt 
indeed take fome pains to arrive at that dig- 
nity; but I dare ſay he will bring it about, 
by the help of ſome young Scoteh or Iriſh of- 
ficer, Good night, and God bleſs you! 


CCC 


| Blackheath, September the 31, 1764. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HAVE received your letter of the I zi paſt. 


. 1 Iſee that your complete arrangement ap- 
. proaches 3 and you need not be in a hurry to 
hy give entertainments, ſince fo few others do. 
. Comte Flemming is the man in the world 
. the beſt calculated to retrieve the Saxon finan- 
1 ces, which have been all this century ſquan- 
« dered and laviſhed with the moſt abſurd pro- 
ly ſullon: he has certainly abilities, and, I be- 


lieve, integrity: J dare anſwer for him, that 
the gentlen ſs and flexibility of his tempec 


0 vill not prevail with him to yield to the im- 
ot Portunities of craving and petulant applica- 
aly tions. 1 fee in him another Sully; and there- 


bore | with he were at the head of our finances. 
T 3 5 France 


— - — 
* — — 
2 (og ok 2 I 
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France and Spain both inſult us: and we 
take it too tamely; for this is, in my opinion, 


9 8 
— —„— ꝛ3 1 
— — — * 
— — — — 
RRR 


— — 


| the time for us to talk high to them. France, 7 
it J am perſuaded, will not quarrel with us, til 
j it has got a Navy equal to ours, which cannot 
0 be theſe three or ſour years at ſooneſt; and 
then, indeed, I believe, we ſhall hear of 
ſomething or other : therefore, this i is the mo- 

ment for us to ſpeak loud; and we ſhall be lt * 

feared, if we do not ſhow that we fear. | 

lere is no domeſtic news of changes and n 

chances in the political world; which, like 

oyſters, are only in ſeaſon in the R months, b 

when the Parliament fits. I think there will ! 

be ſome then; but of what kind, God knows. n 

J have received a book for you, and one ? 

for myſelf, from Harte. It is upon agricul- e 

ture; and will ſurpriſe you, as, I confeſs, it did e 

This work is not only in Engliſh, but / 

cd and elegant Engliſh : he has even ſcat ff > 

tered graces upon his ſubject; and, in proſe, : 


| has come very near Virgil's Georgies in verſe, 
I have written to him to congratulate bis 
happy transformation. As foon as J can find a. 
an opportunity, I will ſend you your cop}: t? 
| You (though no Agricola) will read it with B 


pleaſure. 
I know Mackenzie, whe you mention P 
C'eſt un delie, ſed cave. 1 


Make 
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Make mine and Lady Cheſterſicld' s com- 


pliments to Comte et Comteſſe Flemming: 
and fo, Dieu vous ait en fa fainte garde. 


E > E R CCCXLVII. 
Blackheath, September the ah 1764. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
FESTERDAY I received your letter of the 
30" paſt; by which I find that you bad 
not then got mine, which I ſent you the day 
after I had received your former. You have 
had no great loſs of it; for, as I told you in my 
laſt, this inactive ſeaſon of the year ſupplies 
no materials for a letter : the winter may, and 
ne probably will, produce an abundant crop; but 
ul. WH of what grain, I neither know, gueſs, nor 
1d WJ care. I take it for granted, that Lord B. * 
hut rnagerà encore; but by the aſſiſtance of what 
al- bladders or cork waiſtcoats, God only knows.. - 
xe, WW The death of poor Mr Legge; the epileptic 
iſe, WI fits of the Duke of Devonfhire, for which he 
bis is gone to Aix-la- Chapelle; and the advanced 
and age of the Duke of Newcaſtle; ſeem to facili- 
pr. date an accommodation, if Mr Pitt and Lord 
rith Bute are inclined to it. 
You aſk me what I think of the death of 
on. poor Iwan, and of the perſon who ordered it. 
You may remember that J often ſaid, ſhe would: 
ak ll N | murder 
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murder or marry him, or probably both: ſhe 
has choſen the ſafeſt alternative; and has noy 
completed her character of femme forte, above 
ſcruples and heſitation. If Machiavel were 

alive, ſhe ſhould probably be his Heroine, a 
Ceſar Borgia was his Hero. Women are all 

ſo far Machiavelians, that they are never ei. 
ther good or bad by halves; their paſſions are 
too ſtrong, and their reaſon too weak, to do 
any thing with moderation. She will, per- 
haps, meet, before it is long, with ſome Sch. 
thian as free from prejudices as herſelf, I 
there is one Oliver Cromwell in the three re- 
giments of guards, he will probably, for the 
ſake of his dear country, depoſe and murder 
her : for that is one and the lame thing in 
Ruſſia. 

Fou · ſeem now to be ſettled and bien nipfi 
at Dreſden. Four ſedentary footmen, and oue 
running one, font Equipage lefle. The Ger. 
man ones will give you, /eine Excellentz ; and 
the French ones, if you have any, Monſeignear, 

My own health varies, as uſual, but never 
deviates into good. God bleſs 1 and ſend 
you better! 


LET 
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L E T T E R - CCCXLVNI. 


Blackheath, October the ach, 1764. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Have now your laſt letter, of the 16" paſt, - 
lying before me; and I gave your incloſed 
to Grevenkop, which has put him into a vio- 
ent buſtle to execute your commiſſions as well 
and as cheap as poſſible. I refer him to his own 
letter. He tells you true, as to Comteſſe Coſel's 
diamonds; which certainly nobody will buy 
here, unſight unſeen, as they call it; ſo ma- 
ny minuties concurring to increaſe or leſſen 
the value of a diamond. Your Cheihire 
cheeſe, your Burton ale and beer, I charge 
myſelf with, and they ſhall be ſent you as ſoon 
as poſſible. Upon this occaſion I will give 
ou a piece of advice, which, by experience, 
how to be uſeful: In all commiſſions, whe- 
wer ſrom men or women, point de galantegie, 
bring them in your account, and be paiq;to 
be uttermoſt farthing; but if you would ſhbw 
hem une galanterie, let your preſent be of 
omething that is not in your commiſſion, 
herwiſe you will be the Commiſſionaire bana! 
tf all the women of Saxony. A propos: Who 
your Comteſſe de Coſel? Is ſhe daughter, 
' grand-daughter, of the famous Madame de 
Ml, i in King Auguſtus's 8 time ? Is the young | 
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or old, ugly or handſome? 


| ly ſurpriſed at our tameneſs and forbearang 


deed, has lately agreed to our cutting lo. 


"reparation for the loſſes we lately ſuſtained 


liquidated account, for the maintenance df 
their priſoners. Our requeſt, to have Comt 
d'Eſtaing recalled and cenſured, they haveab 


he might be hanged, for having twice brok 
bis parole. This does not do France honour 
However, I think we ſhall be quict; and thi 
at the only time, perhaps, this century, whet 


ſacrificed to private. It has always been fe 
and one may ſay, upon this occaſion, whi 
Horace ſays u pon another, Nam fuit ante Ha 
lenam. 


IV think them Voltairc's, but rather the ſera 


— 


1 do not wonder that people are wonderful. 
with regard to France and Spain. Spain, in. 
wood according to the treaty, and ſent ſtd 


orders to their Governor to allow it; but yay 
will obſerve too, that there is not one word df 


there. But France is not even fo tractable: 
it will pay but half the money due, upon 


ſolutely rejected; though, by the laws of wa 


we might with ſafety be otherwiſe; but th 
is nothing new, nor the firſt time, by man 
when ls FER honour and intereſt have beg 


I have ſcen les Contes de Sula Vadb 
and like moſt of them ſo little, that I can harc 


ib 
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name. I have not ſeen the other book you 
mention, the Dictionaire Portatif. It is not 


ery cold and damp, and not proper for an 
old, ſhattered, and cold carcaſe, like mine. 
In November I will go to the Bath, to careen 
myſelf for the winter, and to ſhift the ſcene. 
Good night. og the; fe 1 


r 


1 
— <o 


| F October the 19th, 1764. 
F,, 257 HEH 4 | 255 


me ſrom Lord Halifax, to aſk me whe- 
ker I thought you would approve of vacating 
your feat in Parliament, during the remain- 


6 far as lay in your power; that your Elec- 
en, to my knowledge, had coſt you two 
borland pounds; that this Parliament had 


that have fallen from his table, and been 
worked up by inferior workmen under his 


[ ſhall next week go to take my winter- _ 
quarters in London; the weather here being 
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ESTERDAY morning Mr * * * came to 


er of it, upon a valuable conſideration, 
eaning money. My anſwer was, that I real- 
did not know your diſpoſition upon that 
ubject ; but that I knew you would be very 
Ming, in general, to accommodate them, 
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not ſat above half its time; and that, for ny 
part, I approved of the meaſure well enough, 
provided you had an equitable equivalent. 
take it for granted, that you will have a letter 
from » by this poſt, to that effect; ſo that 
you muſt conſider what you will do. What! 
_ adviſe, is this: Give them a good deal of Cal. 
 banum in the firſt part of your letter; le Gal. 
banum ne coute rien: and then ſay, that you 
are willing to do as they pleaſe ; / but that you 
hope an equitable conſideration will be had to 
the two thouſand pounds, which your ſeat colt 
you in the preſent Parliament, of which not 
above half the term is expired: moreover, that 
you take the liberty to remind them, that your 
| being ſent for from Ratiſbon, laſt ſeſſion, when 
you were jult ſettled there, put you to the ex 
pence of three or four hundred pounds, tor 
which you were allowed nothing; and that, 
therefore, you hope they will not think one 
thouſand. pounds too much, conſidering al 
theſe circumſtances ; but that, in all eventy 
you will do whatever they deſire. Upon the 
whole, I think this propoſal advantageous ts 
you, as you probably will not make uſe of joue 
ſeat this Parliament; and further, as it will 
ſecure you from another unpaid journey fro 
Dreſden, in cafe they meet, or fear to mee! 
with difficulties 1 in any enſuing ſeſſion of the 
preſent 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 229 
reſent Parliament. Whatever one mult do, 


one ſhould do de bonne grace. Dixi. God 
bleſs you! 


—_— ry 3 * 


+ E.T TER Se 


Bath, November the roth, 1764. | 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 1 
Am much concerned at the account you 


gave me of yourſelf, in your laſt letter. 
There is to be ſure, at ſuch a town as Dreſ- 
den, at leaſt ſome one very ſkilful phyfician ; 
whom I hope you have conſulted; andI would 
have you acquaint him with all your ſeveral 
attacks of this nature, from your great one at 
Laubach, to your late one at Dreſden : tell 
im too, that, in your laſt illneſs in England, 
de phyſicians miſtook your caſe, and treated 
a5 the gout, till Maty came, who treated it 
$a theumatiſm, and cured you. In my own 
un opinion, you have never had the gout, 
it always the rheumatiſm; which, to my 
owledge, is as painful as the gout can polſi- 
be, and ſhould be treated in a quite dif- 
rent way; that is, by cooling medicines and 
zimen, inſtead of thoſe inf! ammatory cor- 
ls which they always adminiſter where 
ey ſuppoſe the gout, to keep 1 it, as they ſay, 
tof the ſtomach. 
Re Idee 
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have hitherto drank ſo little of the war, that 
I can neither ſpeak well nor ill of it. The 


at leaſt would be thought. 
taining a certain propoſal, which by this time, 


the main, I approve of your accepting. 


I believe every one would, in the fame co 
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I have been here now juſt A week; but 


number of people in this place is infinite; but 
very few whom I know. Harte ſeems ſettle 
here for life. He is not well, that is cettainz 
but not ſo ill neither as he thinks himſelf, or 


I long for your anſwer to my laſt letter, con. 
I ſuppoſe, has been made you, and which, in 


God bleſs you, my dear friend, and lend you 
better health! Auen. 


»— * 2 . 
8 . * 1 - 3 —_— —__ + . — — 
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"x be, February the 26th, 1165, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 4-0 


OUR laſt letter of the dn, gave me 1 


much pleaſure as your former had gie ;, 
me uneaſineſs; and Larpent's acknowledgmenl 83 
of his negligence frees you from thoſe ſuſſi G. 


cions, which Iown I did entertain, and whic 


eurrence of circumſtances, have entertain 
So much for that. . 
Tou may depend upon what promi ,, 


| f 
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at leaſt. 


the Corps Diplomatique, and the Saxon Mi- 


ommelette au lard. It will moſt certainly be ſoon 
made up; and in that negotiation ſhow your- 
ſelf as moderate and healing as your inſtruc- 
tions from hence will allow, eſpecially to 


believe, has a mind to inſult him perſonally, 
ony, that dares not quarrel with him : but 


ſome of the Corps Diplomatique, here, aſſure 


a little Secretary there, & moins de fraix, as he 
106% does now to Paris and London. 


Comte Brühl is much in faſhion here; I like 
ne A bim mightily ; he has very much /e ton de la 


lanne compagnie. Poor Schrader died Jaſt 


God bleſs uf ran 


1 


** —_— 


L E T T 1 n + COCLY. 
London, April the 22d, 1765. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

HE day before yeſterday I received your 

2 : ante 


Jou, before Midſummer next, at fartheſt, and 
All I can ſay of the affair between you of 


niſters, is, que voila bien du bruit pour une 


Comte Flemming. The King of Pruſſia, 1 


as an old enemy; or elſe to quarrel with Sax- 


me, it is only a pretence to recall his En voy; 
and to ſend, when matters ſhall be made up, 


Saturday, without the leaſt pain” or licknels. 
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letter of the 34 inſtant. I find that your im. 
portant affair of the Ceremonial is adjuſted 
at laſt, as I foreſaw it would be. Such nj. 
nuties are often laid hold on as a pretence for 
Powers who have a mind to quarrel, bur are 
never tenaciouſly inſiſted upon where there is 
neither intereſt nor inclination to break 
Comte Flemming, though a hot, is a wiſe, 
man; and, I was ſure, would not break both 
with England and Hanover, upon fo tiifling 
a point, eſpecially during a minority. A pro 
js of a minority: The King is to come to the 
| Houſe to-morrow, to recommend a bill to 
ſettle a Regency, in caſe of his demiſe while 
his ſucceſſor is a minor. Upon the King's 
late ihneſs, which was no trifling one, the 
„hole nation cried out aloud for ſuch a bil, 
for reaſons which will readily occur to you, 
who know ſituations, perſons, and characters 
here. I do not know the particulars of this 
intended bill, but 1 with it may be copied 
exactly from that which was paſſed in the 
late King's time, when the preſent King was 
aà minor. I am ſure there cannot be a better. 
You inquire about Monſieur de Guerchy's 
affair; and I will give you as ſuecinct an ac- 
count as I can of ſo extraordinary and per- 
plexed a tranſaction, but without giving you 
my own opinion of it by the common poſt, 


Lou 
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You know what paſſed at firſt between Mr de 
Guerchy and Monſieur D'Eon; in which, 
both our Miniſters and Monſieur de Guerchy, 
from utter inexperience in buſineſs, puzzled 
themſelves into diſagreeable difficulties. A- 
bout three or four months ago, Monſieur du 
Vergy publiſhed, in a brochure, a parcel of 
letters, from himſelf to the Duc de Choiſeul; 
in which be poſitively aſſerts, that Monſieur 
de Guerchy prevailed with him (Vergy) to 
come over into England to aſſaſſinate D' Eon: 
the words are, as well as I remember,. que ce 
n'<toit pas pour ſe ſervir de ſa plume, mais de 
ſm Epee, qu'on le demandoit en Angleterre. 
bis accuſation of aſſaſſination, you may im 
he agine, ſhocked Monſieur de Guerchy, who- 
1, complained bitterly to aur Miniſters; and they 
u, both puzzled on for ſome time, without doing 
ers ny thing, becauſe they did not know what to 
bis do. At laſt du Vergy, about two months ago, 
applied himſelf to the Grand Jury of Middle- 
ſex; and made oath, that Mr de Guerchy had 
hired him (du Vergy) to aſſaſſinate D' Eon. 
Upon this depoſition, the Grand Jury found 
a bill of intended murder againſt Monſieur de 
Cuerchy; which bill, however, never came 
tothe Petty Jury. The King granted a 12/1 
proſegui in favour of Monſieur de Guerchy ;, 
ad the Attorney General is actually profe- 
1 U 3. 
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whether /e droit des gens extends to criminal 
_ eaſes, are two points which employ our do- 
meſtic politicians and the whole Corps Dipb- 


: gar ſaying, :/ ya de la merde au bout de haͤton, 
_ guelque part. 


ſuave mari magno, &c. I enjoy my own ſe. 


and with my conſtitution : however, I feel a 
gradual decay, though a gentle one; and I Bi 1: 
think that I ſhall not tumble, but ſlide gently, i- 


ing your former, in daily, or rather hourly 


euting du Vergy. Whether the King can 


grant a nolt proſequt in a criminal caſe, and 


matique. Naſon, to uſe a very coarſe and vul- 


I ſee and hear theſe ſtorms from ſhore, 


curity and tranquillity, together with better 
health than I had reaſon to expect, at my age, 


to the bottom of the hill of life. When that f. 
will be, I neither know nor care, for La am ver bt 


weary. God bleſs you | 1 


Mallet died, two days ago, of a FROGS 
which he had carried with him to France, and Q 


I e, * o go 
. e d 
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£ Blackheath, July the 2d, 1765, 
My DEAR FRIEND, 


Have this moment received your letter 
of the 224 paſt; and I delayed anſwer 


1 
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expeQtation of informing you of the birth of 
z new Miniſtry 3 but in vain; for, after a 
thouſand conferences, all things remain ſtill 
in the ſtate which I deſcribed to you in my 
laſt, Lord 8. has, I believe, given you a 
pretty true account of the preſent ſtate of 
things 3 bur my Lord is much miſtaken, Iam 
perſuaded, when he ſays, that the King has 
thought proper to re-eftabliſh his old ſervants 
in the management of his affairs: for he ſhows 
them all the public diſlike poſſible; and, at 
his levee, hardly ſpeaks to any of them; but 
a peaks by the hour to any body elſe. Confe- 
i rences, in the mean. time, go on, of which it 
ly, Wl is eaſy to gueſs the main ſubject, but impoſ- 
hat I fible, for me at leaſt, to know the particulars;. 
er] WW bot this Iwill venture to propheſy, that the 
whole will ſbon center in Mr Pitt. 

eh Lou ſeem not to know the character of the 
and Queen : : here it is—She is a good woman, a 
good wife, a tender mother ; and an unmed- 
ding queen. The King loves her as a woman; 
but, I verily believe, has never yet ſpoken one 
word to her about buſineſs. I have now told 
you all that I know of theſe affairs; which, I 
believe, is as much as any body elſe knows 
who is not in the ſecret. In the mean time, you 
ealily guels, that ſurmiſes, conjectures, and 
ports, are infinite: and if, as they ſay, 
| | truth; 
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truth is but one, one million at leaſt of theſe 
reports mult be falle 3 tor they differ exceed- 
mgly. 

You have loſt an honeſt ſervant; by the death 
of poor Louis: I would adviſe you to take a 
clever young Saxon in his room, of whoſe 
_ character you may get authentic teſtimonies; 
ſtead of ſending for one to France, whoſe 
character you can only know from far. 

When Lhear more, I'will write. moie; till 
wm God bleſs me 


% 


— 


1 wy p E R cccliv. 
Blackheath, July the 15th, 176 

MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
Jol p you in my laſt, that you ſhould 
hear from me again as ſoon as T had any 
thing more to write: and now I have too 
much to write; therefore will refer you to the 
Gazette, and the office letters, for all that has 
been done; and adviſe you to ſuſpend-your 
opinion, as I do, about all that is to be done. 
Many more changes are talked of; but ſo idly, 
and variouſly, that I give credit to none of 
them. There has been pretty clean ſweeping 
already; and IL do not remember, in'my time, 
to have ſeen ſo much at once, as an entire 
new Board of Treaſury, and two new Se: 
cretaties 
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cretaries of State, cum multis aliis, Sc. 
Here is a new political arch almoſt built, 
but of materials of ſo different a nature, and 


without a key- ſtone, that it does not, in my 


op:nion, indicate either ſtrength or duration. 


It will certainly require repairs, and a key- 


ſtone, next winter; and that key · ſtone will, 


he might have been that key-ſftone now; and 


tively refuſed. There was evidently ſome 
tick in this; but what, is paſt my conjectu- 
ing. Davus ſum non Oedipus. 


equal to his buſinefs, to which I dare ſay he 
vill apply. The ſame may be ſaid, I believe, 
of the Duke of Grafton';z and indeed there is. 


1g dh ſervants, for power and favour, as well 
as they can. Foreign affairs are not ſo much 
mentioned, and, I verily believe, not thought 
ol, But, ſurely, ſome counterbalance would 


and muſt, neceſſarily be Mr Pitt. It is true, 


would have accepted it, but not without Lord 
Temple's conſent; and Lord Temple poſi- 


. here is a manifelt interregnum in the 
Treaſury; for I do ſuppoſe that Lord Rocking- 
bam and Mr Dowdeſwell will not think pro- 
per to be very active. General Conway, who 
s your Secretary, has certainly parts at leaſt 


no magic req: ailite for the executive part of 
Yr 80 employments. The miniſterial part is 
nether thing they muſt ſcramble with their 
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be neceſſary to the Family Compact; and, if 
not ſoon contracted, will be too late. God 
bleſs Fmt 1 


— _— 22 — — TE =. Aa —— 
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| Blackheath, Angait the 77th, 1765. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


O U are now two letters in my debt; 
and I fear the gout has been the cauſe 
of your contracting that debt. When you are 
not able to write yourſelf, let your Secretary 
ſend me two or three lines, to acquaint me 


how you are. 2 
| You have now ſeen, by the London Ga- Wl * 
| zette, what changes have really been made at * 
Court; but, at the ſame time, I believe you 5 
have ſeen that there muſt be more, before 1 
a Miniſtry can be ſettled; what thoſe will be, P. 
God knows. Were I to conjecture, I ſhoull 5 
ay, that the whole will center, before it is long, il .* 
in Mr Pitt and Ce, the preſent being an be. 8 
terogeneous jumble of youth and caducity, ; 
which cannot be efficient. pr 
Charles Townſhend calls the preſent, a Lute: a 
ftring Miniſtry ; fic only for the ſummer. The 8 
next ſeſſion will be not only a warm, but 3 . 

| de: 

violent one; as you will eaſily judge, if you 1 


look over the names of the i ns and of the * 
] fee 
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] feel this beginning of the autumn, which 
is already very cold : the leaves are withered, 
fall apace, and ſeem to intimate that I mult 
follow them; which I ſhall do without re- 
Juctance, being extremely weary of this filly 
world. God bleſs you, both in it and after it! 


* 
4 cy * 
— 
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Blackheath, Auguſt the stb, 1766. | 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
R:zceveD but four days ago your letter of 
the 24 inſtant. I find by it that you are 
well, for you are in good ſpiritss Your no- 
tion of the new birth or regeneration of the 
Miniſtry, is a very juſt one: and that they 
bave not yet the true ſeal of the covenant, is, 
| dare ſay, very true; at leaſt, it is not in the 
poſſeſſion of either of the Secretaries of State, 
who have only the King's ſeal; nor do. I be- 
lieve (whatever his Grace may imagine) that 
it is even in the poſſeſſion of the Lord Privy 
Seal. I own I am loſt, in conſidering the 
preſent ſituation of affairs; different conjec- 
ite: ares preſent themſelves to my mind, but none 
ve WY Dat it can reſt upon. The next ſeſſion muſt 
* neceſſarily clear up matters a good deal; for I 
you believe it will be the warmeſt and al acri- 
monious one that has been known, ſince that 
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240 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 
of the Exciſe. The late Miniſty, the preſent 
Oppoſition, are determined to attack Lord 
B publicly in Parliament, and reduce the 
late oppoſition, the preſent Miniſtry, to pro- 
tet him publicly, in conſequence of their Tup- 
poſed treaty with him. En attendant mieux, 
the paper-war 1s Carried on with much fury 
and ſcurrility on all ſides, to the great enter- 
tainment of ſuch lazy and impartial people as 
myſelf. I do not know whether you have the 
Daily Advertiſer and the Public Advertiſer; 
in which all the political letters are inſerted, 
and ſome very well-written ones on both ſides; 
but I know that they amuſe me, tant bien que 
mal, for an hour or two every morning. Lord 
T—— is the ſuppoſed author of the pamphlet 
you mention; but I think it is above him. 
Perhaps his brother C T——, who is by 
no means ſatisfied with the preſent arrange - 
ment, may have aſſiſted him privately. As to 
this latter, there was a good ridiculous para- 
8 graph in the news- papers, two or three days 
ago: We hear that the Right Honourable Mr 
1 T—— is ind! ſpoſed, at his houſe in Ox- 
fordſbire, of a pain in his 1 de ; but it is not 
ſaid in which ids. 
I do not find that the Duke of York has yet 
viſited you: if he ſhould, it may be expenſive; 


mats on trouvera mien. As for the Lady, if 
= . you 
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;ou ſhould be very ſharp ſet for ſome Engliſh 
lc, ſhe has it amply in her power to ſupply 


Prince Henty of Pruſſia. God bleſs you! 


L E T T 1 A e 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OUR great 3 of Prince Henry, 
which I take to be a very juſt one, 


probably that is the cauſe of theic being ſo ill 
good parts, ſhould reflect upon that trite and 
Rochetoucault's, Que Penvie oft la plus baſſe 


crimes, mais que perſonne n'avoue Penvie, I 
thank God, I never was ſenſible of that dark 


—_— + PI 


5 WW conſequently the effects. 


ie preſent accuſe the late ones with baving 


Var. IV. Ps + done 


you, if ſhe pleaſes. Pray tell me, in your 
next, what you think of, and how you like, 


lowers the King of Pruſſia's a great deal; and 
tozether. But the King of Pruſſia, with his 
nue maxim, Oui invidet minor; or Mr de la 


de tmictes les paſſions, puiſqu on avoue bien des 


and vile paſhon, except that formerly I have 
ſometimes envied a ſucceſsſul rival with a fine 
woman ; but now that cauſe is ceaſed, a. 


What ſhall I, or rather what can I. tel you 
df the political world here? The late Miniſters 
Xcule the preſent with having done nothing; 
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done much worſe than nothing. Their wii. 
ters abuſe one another moſt ſcurrilouſly, but 
fometimes with wit. I look upon this to be 
peloter en attendant partie, till battle be. . 
gins in St Stephen's Chapel. How that will 
end, I proteſt I cannot conjeCture ; any fat. 
ther than this, that, if Mr Pitt does not come 
in to the aſſiſtance of the preſent Miniſters, 
they will have much to do to ſtand their 
ground. C Ii play booty; and 
whom elſe have they? Nobody but C—; 
who has only good ſenſe, but not the necef- 
ſary talents nor experience, Are ciere vire 


 martemque accendere cantu. I never remem- I 
ber, in all my time, to have feen ſo problema- ti 
tical a ſtate of affairs; and a man would be le 
much puzzled which ſide to bett on. W 
Your gueſt, Miſs C-—, is another pro- : 
blem which I cannot ſolve. She no more ih m 
wanted the waters of Carlſbadt, than you did. 
Is it to ſhow the Duke of K——, that he can-M I! 
not live without her? A dangerous experi- ll "t: 
ment! which may poſſibly convince him that boy 

he can. There is a trick, no doubt, in it; ©? 
but what, I neither know nor care; you did ſor 
very well to ſhow her civilities, cela ne gilt tae 
jamais rien. I will go to my waters, that iv 
the Bath waters, in three weeks or a month. 4 


more for the ſake of bathing than of drinking 
| | 1 
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The hot bath always promotes my perſpira- 


tion, which is fluggith ; and ſupplies my ſtiff 


theumatic limbs. D'ailleurs, Tam at preſent 
as well, and better, than I could reaſonably 


expect to be anno ſeptuageſimo primo, May 


you be fo as Jong, y mas. God bleſs you! 


— 


1 E T-T E K  CCOLvI. 
| London, October the a5th, 1765. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
RECEIVED your letter of the 16 ſonica ; ; 
for I ſet out for Bath to-morrow morning. 
If the uſe of thoſe waters does me no good, 
the ſhifting the ſcene for ſome time will at 
leaſt amuſe me a little; and at my age, and 
with my infirmities, il faut faire de tout bois 
che. Some variety is as neceſſary for the 
mind, as ſome medicines are for the body. 
| Here is a total ſtagnation of politics, which, 


| ſuppoſe, will continue till the Parliament 


lits to do buſineſs, and that will not be till a- 
bout the middle of January for the meeting 


on the 17 December is only for the ſake of 


ſome new writs. The late Miniſters threaten 
tie preſent ones : but the latter do not ſeem 


in the leaſt afraid of the former; and for a very 
good reaſon, which is, that they have the diſ- 


bution of the loaves and fiſhes. I believe 
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it is very certain that Mr Pitt will never come 
into this or any other Adminiſtration ; he is 
5 abſolutely a cripple all the year, and in vio- 
lent pain at leaſt half of it. Such phyſical ills 
are great checks to two of the ſtrongeſt paſſi· 
ons to which human nature is liable, love 
and ambition. Though I cannot perſuade 
myſelf that the preſent Miniſtry can be long- 
lived, I can as little imagine who or what 
can ſucceed them, telle eſt la diſette de frets 
Papables. The Duke of ſwears that be 
will have Lord —— perſonally attacked in 
both Houſes ; but I do not ſee how, without 
endangering bimſelf at the ſame time. 
Mis C-— is ſafely arrived here, and her 
Duke is fonder of her than ever. It was a 
dangerous experiment that ſhe tried, in leaving 
him ſo long; but it ſcems ſhe knew her man. 
I pity you, for the inundation of your good 
countrymen, which overwhelms you; ze /a 
ce quen vaut Paune. It is, beſides, expen- 


ſive 3 but, as I look upon the expence to be 


the leaſt evil of the two, I will ſee if a Neu. 
year s giſt will not make it ups © 

As I am now upon the wing, I wil only 
add, God bleſs * 


LET: 


R a. ._ HR ET RY ORE: 
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L E T. ＋ E. * CCCLIX. 
Bath, November the 2th, 1765. 
MY DE AR FRIEND, | 
Haves this moment received your letter of 
Fi the 10m. I have now been here near a 
month, bathing, and drinking the waters, for 
complaints much of the ſame kind as yours; 
I mean, pains in my legs, hips, and arms; 
whether gouty or rheumatic, God knows; 
but, I believe, both, that fight without a de- 


ciſion in favour of either, and have abſolutely _ 


reduced me to the miſerable ſituation of the 
Sphynx s riddle, to walk upon three legs; that 
is, with the aſſiſtance of my ſtick, to walk, 
or rather hobble, very indifferently. I with. 
it were a declared gout, which is the diſtem- 
per of a gentleman ; whereas the rheumatiſm 
is the diſtemper of a hackney-coachman or 
chairman, who are obliged to be out in all 
weathers and at all hours. 

| think you will do very right to aſk leave, 
and | dare lay you will eaſily get it, to go to 
the baths in Suabia; that is, ſuppoſing you 
have conſulted ſome ſkilful phyſician, if ſuch 


a one there be, either at Dreſden or at Leip- 
lic, about the nature of your diſtemper, and 


the nature of thoſe baths ; but, ſuos quiſque 


batinur manes. We have but a bad bargain, 


X 3 God 
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God knows, of this liſe; and patience is the 
only way not to make bad worſe. Mr Pitt 
keeps bis bed here, with a very real gout, and 
not a political one as is often ſuſpected. 
lere has been a congreſs of molt of the ex | 
Miniſtres. If they have raiſed a battery, as! | 
ſuppoſe they have, it is a maſked one, for no- Ml x 
thing has tranſpired ; only they confeſs, that an 
they intend a molt vigorous attack. D'ailleurs, ext 
there ſeems to be a total ſuſpenſion of all bu. Ml 
ſineſs till the meeting of the Parliament, aud an 
then Signa canant. J am very glad that, at Wt: 
this time, you are out of i it; and for_reaſons Mane 
rhat I need not mention: you would certainly the. 
have been fent for over, and, as before, not An 
paid for your Journey. pol: 
Poor Harte is very ill, and condemned to le 
the Hot-well at Briſtol. He is a better poet {Mor 
than philoſopher ; for all this illneſs and me- Wo 
lancholy proceeds originally from the ill ſuc- Opr 
ceſs of bis Guſtavus Adolphus. He is grown all 
extremely devout; which I am very glad of, Not 
becauſe that is always a comfort to the afflicted. 
I cannot preſent Mr Larpent with my New: 
year's gift, till I come to town, which will be 
before Chriſtmas at fartheſt; till Owe" God 
bleſs Ln Adieu. 


a LT: 


— 
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I E 1 R 5 CCCLX. 
Lotion; December thc 40 1765. 
ur DEAR FRIEND. 

ARRIVED here from Bath laſt Monday, 
I: rather, but not much, better than when I 
went thither. My rheumatic pains in my legs 
and hips plague me ſtill; and I muſt never 
expect to be quite free from them. 1 

You have, to be ſure, had from the ofhce 
an account of what the Parliament did, or ra- 
ther did not do, the day of their meeting: 
and the ſame point will be the great object at 
their next meeting; I mean, the affair of our 
American Colonies, relatively to the late im- 
poſed Stamp - duty, which our coloniſts abſo- 
lutely refuſe to pay. The Adminiſtration are 
for ſome indulgence and forbearance to thoſe | 
Wroward children of their mother: country: the 
Oppofition are for taking vigorous, as they 
allthem, but I call them violent, meaſures ; 
pot leſs than les dragonades, and to have the 
tax collected by the troops we have there. For 
part, I never ſaw a froward child mended 
$7 whipping : and I would not have the 
other-country become a ſtep-mother. Our 
ade to America brings in, communibus annis, 
tro millions a- year; and the Stamp: duty is 
limated at t but one hundred thouſand pounds 


3 
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a- year; which I would by no means bring 
into the ſtock of the Exchequer, at the loſs, or 
even the riſque, of a million a- To to the na · 
tional ſtock. 

I do not tell you of the Garter given away 
yeſterday, becauſe the news-papers will: but 
I muſt obſerve, that the Prince of Brunſwick 
riband is a mark of great diſtinction to that 
family ; which, I believe, is the firſt (except 
our own Royal family) that has ever had two 
blue ribands at a time; but i it mult be owned 
they deſerve them. 

One hears of nothing now, in town, but 
the ſeparation of men and their wives: Wil 
Finch the ex- vice Chamberlain, Lord War: 
wick, and your friend Lord Bolingbroke. | 
wonder at none of them for parting; but! 
wonder at many for ſtill living together ; ho 
in this country, it is certain that marriage l 
not well underſtood. 85 
|  Thave this day ſent Mr Larpent two hundre 
pounds for your Chriſtmas-box, which I fur 
pole he will inform you of by this poſt, = 
this Chriſtmas as merry a one as you can 
pour le peu de bon tems qui nous refle, rien by 
fefuneftequunnoir chagrin. For the new-yeai 
God ſend you many, and ha appy ones! Adiet 


1 
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LETTER CCCLXIL. 


Loaded February the 11th, 1766, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


RECEIVED, two days ago, your letter of 
the 25 paſt; and your former, which 
jou mention in it, but ten days ago: this may 
eaſily be accounted for from the badneſs of the 
weather, and conſequently of the roads. I 
hardly remember ſo ſevere a winter; it has 
occaſioned many illneſſes here. I am ſure it 
vinched my crazy carcaſe ſo much, that, a- 
bout three weeks ago, I was obliged to be Jet 
blood twice in four days; which I found after- 


a-Wwards was very neceſſary, by the relief it gave 

to ny head, and to the rheumatic pains in my 
ut limbs, and from the execrable kind of blood 
ſahhrbich I loſt, | 


Perhaps you expect from me a particular 
ccount of the preſent ſtate of affairs here: 
but, if you do, you will be diſappointed ; for 
o man living (and I fill leſs than any one) 
nows what it is; it varies, not only daily, 
ut hourly. Moſt people think, and I amongſt 
be reſt, that the date of the preſent Miniſters 
pretty near out; but how ſoon we are to 
ave a new ſtyle, God knows. This, how- 
ver, 15 certain, that the Miniſters had a con- 
elted election in the Houſe of Commons, and 

es got 
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got it but by eleven votes; too ſmall a majo- 
rity to carry any thing: the next day they lof 
a queſtion in the Houſe of Lords, by three, 
The queſtion in the Houſe of Lords was, to 


enforce the execution of the Stamp-aCt in the i 
Colonies vi ef armis. What concluſions you \ 
will draw from theſe premiſes, I do not know; | yo 
I proteſt I draw none; but only ſtare at the ho 
preſent undecypherable ſtate of affairs, which, He: 
in fifty years experience, I have never ſeen;.. 
any thing like. The Stamp-aCt has proved a 


molt pernicious meaſure; for, whether it is re 
pealed or not, which is ſtill very doubtful, it 
has given ſuch terror to the Americans, that 
our trade wita them will not be, for ſome 
years, what it uſed to be. Great numbers al 
our manufacturers at home will be turned . 
ſtarving, for want of that employment which 
our very profitable trade to America foun 

them : and hunger is always the cauſe of tu 
mults and ſedition. | | 

As you have eſcaped a fit of the gout in thi 
ſevere cold weather, it is to be hoped you ma 
be entirely free from it till next winter at leal 


. 8. Lord 17 * e with bl 
wife, now 3 w—e at a great el 
pence. I tear he is totally undone. 


11 
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4 TT E R CCCLXIL 
= London, March the 17th, 1766. 8 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


3 wrong me, in thinking me in your 


debt; for I never receive a letter of 
yours, but I anſwer it by the next poſt, or the 
next but one at fartheſt : but I can eaſily con- 
cire that my two laſt letters to you may have 
been drowned or frozen in their way; for por- 
tents, and prodigies of ſroſt, ſnow, and inun— 
dations, have been ſo frequent this winter, 
that they have almoſt loſt their names. 
You tell me that you are going to the baths 
f Baden: but that puzzles me a little, ſo I 
recommend this letter to the care of Mr Lar- 
pent, to forward to you; for Baden I take to 
de the general German word for baths, and 
be particular ones are diſtinguiſhed by ſome 
pithet, as Weiſsbaden, Carlſbaden, &c. I 
ope they are not cold baths, which I have a 
ery ill opinion of in all arthritic or rheumatic 
afes; and your caſe I take to be a compound 
both, but rather more of the latter. 

You will probably wonder that I tell you 
othing of public matters; upon which I ſhall 
e as ſecret as Hotſpur's gentle Kate, who 
Fould not tell what ſhe did not know. But, 
Fat is fiogular, nobody ſeems to know any 


PIPES 


ON the Colonel and the raviſher, very well, Yout 
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more of them than I do. People gape, ſtare 
conjecture, and refine. Changes of the mi- 
ntfry, or in the Miniſtry at leaſt, are daily 
reported and foretold; but of what kind, God 
only knows. It i: alſo very doubtful whether 
Me Pitt will come into the Adminiſtration or 
not: the two preſent Secretaries are extremely 
defirous that he ſhould; but the others think 
of the horſe that called the man to its aſſiſt 
ance. I will fay nothing to you about Ame- 
rican affairs, becauſe I have not pens, iuk, 
or paper enough to give you an intelligible ac- 
count of them. They have been the ſubjedts 
of warm and acrimonious debates, both in the 
Lords and Commons, and in all companies. 
The repeal of the Stamp act is at laſt cat. 
ried through. I am glad of it, and gave mf 
proxy for it; becauſe I ſaw many more incon- 
veniences from the enforcing, than from the 
repealing, it. 

Colonel Browne mi with me the other day, 
and aſſured me that he left you very well. He 
ſaid that he ſaw me at Spa: but I did not remem- 
ber him; though I remember his two brothers 


Saxon Colonel has the brogue exceeding]j. 
Preſent my reſpects to Count Flemming: | 
am very ſorry for the Counteſs's illneſs; th 

was a molt well-bred woman, 
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"You would hardly think that I gave a din- 


ner to the Prince of Brunſwick, your old ac- 
uaintance. I am glad it is over; but I could 


Cod Mes you 
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_ Blackheath, June the I zen, 1766, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
RECEIVED, yeſterday, your letter of the 

30" paſt. I waited with impatience for 
it, not having received one from you of lix' 


weeks z nor your mother neither, who began 
bo be very ſure that you were dead, if not du⸗ 


tied. Lou ſhould write to her once a-week, 
no allowance for either bulineſs or lazineſs; 


lor both: however, I with you would generally 
dave to me once a-fortnight. 


He Laſt week I paid my Midſummer offering, 


em- Mot five hundred pounds, to Mr Larpent, for 
de hour uſe, as I ſuppoſe he has informed you. 1 
am punctual you muſt allow. 


nal affairs here ? I proteſt I do not know: your 


ny I, who am upon the place, Can give you. 
VoL. IV. N t 


not avoid it. Il m'avoit accable de 3 $ 


or at leaſt once a- fortnight: for women make 


I whereas I can, by experience, make allowances 


What account ſhall I give you of Miniſte- 


wn deſcription of them is as exact a one as 
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It is a total diſlocation and derangement ; con. 
ſequently, a total inefficiency. When the Duke 
of Grafton quitted the ſeals, he gave that very 
_ reaſon for it, in a ſpeech in the Houſe of Lords: 
he declared, That he had no objection to th Wi | 
perſons or to the meaſures of the preſent Mini. 
fers; but that he thought they wanted flrengti 
and efficiency to carry on proper meaſures with WM : 
ſucceſs ; and that he knew but one man (mean. n 
ing, as you will eafily ſuppoſe, Mr Pitt) u. 
could give them that flrength and ſolidity: That, N 
under this perſon, he ſhould be willing to ſerve Ne 
in any capacity, not only as a General Officer, 
but as a pioneer; and would take up a ſpade n 
and a mattock. When he quitted the ſeals, pl. 
they were offered firſt to Lord Egmont, then 
to Lord Hardwicke; who both declined them, 
probably for the ſame reaſons that made the 
Puke of Grafton reſigu them: but, after their 
going a-begging for ſome time, the Duke 
of —— begged them, and has them faute ur 
mieux. Lord Mountſtuart was never thought 
of for Vienna, where Lord Stormont returns 
in three months: the former is going to be 
married to one of the Miſs Windfors, a great 
fortune. To tell you the ſpeculations, the res 
ſonings, and the conjectures, either of the ui 
informed or even of the beſt-informed publig 
upon the prelent wonderful ſituation of my 
wou 


M. 


5 


would take up much more time and paper than 
either you ct I can afford, though we have net- 
ther of us a great deal of buſineſs at preſent. 


downwards it is not the ſame ; for my limbs 


rheumatiſm, I cannot walk half an hour at a 
time, As the autumn, and ſtill more as the 
winter, approaches, take care to keep yourſelf 
| very warm, eſpecially your legs and feet. 

Lady Cheſterfield ſends you her compli- 
nents, and triumphs in the ſucceſs of her 
ns bees bleſs you! tl 


a. . 
»„— * —_— 
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Blackheath, July the r1th, 1766, 
My DEAR FRIEND, 


OU are a happy mortal; to have your time 
thus employed between the Great and 


country to the latter. The Emperor, by your 
account, ſeems to be very well for an Empe- 
or; who, by being above the other Monarchs 


i proportionably worſe education. I find, by 
Tour account of him, that he has been trained 
* „ up 
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lam in as good health as I could reaſonably 
q expect, at my age, and with my ſhattered car- 
caſe; that is, from the waiſt upwards: but 


retain that ſtiffneſs and debility of my long 


the Fair; I hope you do the honours of your 


n Europe, may juſtly be ſuppoſed to have had 
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up to homicide, the only ſcience in which 
Princes are ever inſtructed; an. with good 
reaſon, as their greatneſs and glory fingly de. 
pend upon the numbers of their fellow-crea- 
tures which their ambition exterminates. If 
a Sovereign ſhould, by great accident, deviate 
into moderation, juitice, and clemency, what 
a contemptible figure would he make in the 
catalogue of Princes! I have always owned a 
great regard for King Log. From the inter- 
view at Torgaw, between the two Monarchs, 
they will be either a great deal better or worſe 
together: but I think rather the latter; for our 
nameſake Philip de Comines obſerves, that 
he never knew any good como trom Vaboucbe. 
ment des Reis. The King of Pruſſia will ex. 
ert all his perſpicacity, to analyſe his Imperial 
Majeſty: and J would bett upon the one head 
of his Black Eagle, againſt the two heads of 
the Auſtrian Eagle; tho' two heads are faid, 
proverbially, to be better than one. I wiſh 
had the direction of both the Monarchs, and 
they ſhould, together with ſome of their Allies, 
take Lorraine and Alface from France. You, 
will call me P Abbe de St Pierre : but I only 
{ay what I wiſh; whereas he thought every 
thing that he wiſhed, practicable. 
Now to come home. Here are great buſlles 
at Court, and a great change of perſons 1 is * 
| run 
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tainly very near. Lou will aſk me, perhaps, 
who is to be out, and who is to be in? To 
which I anſwer, I do not know. My conjec- 
| ture is, that, be the new ſettlement what it 
vin, Mr Pitt will be at the head of it. If he 
is, 1 preſume qu'il aura mis en on 


Vin par rapport a Mylord B- when that 
{hall come to be known, as knows it certainly 


be the object of public diflike; and a Favou- 
all) Lconjectute will be ſome time next wee k, ; 


you ſhall hear farther from me.. . 


| can next winter, though I know I ſhall never 
be free from my flying rheumatic pains as long 


or ſew, is extremely indifferent to me: in ei- 
ther caſe, God bleſs DO. 


een, 


— 


1 * 1 * * R cccLxv. 


| Blackheath, Auguſt the 116, 1766. 
NE DEAR FRIEND, 


Ti curtain was at laſt drawn up the day 
before yeſterday; ; and diſcovered the 
ne actors, together with ſome of the old ones. 


will ſoon be, he may bid adieu to his popula- 
ity, A Miniſter, as Miniſter, is very apt to 


ite, as Favourite, ſtill more 15. If any event 
of this kind happens, which (if it happens at 


| will follow your advice, and be as well x | 


as I live; but whether that will be many years 
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I do not name them to you, becauſe to- mor. 
row's Gazette will do it full as well as I could. 
Mr Pitt, who bad carte blanche given him, na. 
med every one of them: but what would you 
think he named himſelf for? Lord Privy Seal; 
and (what will aſtomiſh you, as it does every 
mortal here) Earl of Chatham. The joke here 
is, that he has had a fall up flairs, and has 
done himſelf ſo much hurt, that be will never 
be able to ſtand upon his legs again. Every 
body is puzzled how to account for this ſtep; 
though it would not be the firſt time that great 
abilities have been duped by low cunning, 
But, be it what it will, be is now, certainly, 
only Earl of Cbatham; and no longer Mr Pitt, 
in any reſpect whatever. Such an event, [ be- 
lieve, was never read nor heard of. To with. 
draw, in the fulneſs of his power, and in the 
utmoſt gratification of his ambition, from the 
Houſe of Commons, (which procured him his 
power, and which coald alone inſure it to him), 
and to go into that Hoſpital of Incurables the 
Houſe of Lords, is a meaſure ſo unaccount: 
able, that nothin g but proot poſitive could have 
made me believe it : but true it is. Hans Stan 
ley is to go Ambaſſador to Rufhas and my ne- 
phew Ellis to Spain, decorated with the re 
ribband. Lord Shelburne is your Secretaif 


ot Sue, which L foppaſe he has notified 19 
| Th you 
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you this poſt by a circular letter. Charles 
Townſhend has now the ſole management of 
the Houſe of Commons; but how long he wilt 
be content to be only Lord Chatham's vicege- 
| rent there, is a queſtion which J will not pre- 
tend to decide. There is one very bad fign for 
Lord Chatham, in bis new dignity; which is, 
that all his enemies, without exception, rejoice. 
at it; and all his friends are ſtupiſied and 
dumb- founded. If I miſtake not much, he. 
will, in the courſe of a year, enjoy perfect 
ctium cum dignitate. Enough of politics. 
Is the fair, or at leaſt the fat, Miſs C 
with you ſtill? It muſt be confeſt that ſhe Lvicd | 
the arts of Courts; to be fo received at Dreſ- 
den, and ſo connived at in Leiceſter-fields. 
There never was ſo wet a ſummer as this 
has been, in the memory of man: we have not 
the WI bad one ſingle day, ſince March, without ſome 
bis rain; but moſt days a great deal. I hope that 
mn), WW does not affect your health, as great cold does; 


for, with all theſe inundations, it Has: not t been | 
cold. God bleſs you'k Ps 


em 


_—__—_____k - 
— N 
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| Blackheath, Auguſt the rat, 1766. 
ta uu DEAR FRIEND, 


d to REGELVED: Ken your letter of the 
you 30 
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30" paſt; and I find by it, that it croſſed ming 


life; and, in that reſpect, is tedious, to thoſe. 
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U 
upon the road, where they had no time to th 
take notice of one another. ly 
be news- papers have informed you, be. Wl 
fore now, of the changes actually made; * 
more will probably follow; but what, I am 
ſure I cannot tell you; and I believe nobody : 
can, not even thoſe who are to make them: 
they will, Fſuppoſe, be occaſional, as people : 
behave themſelves. The cauſes and conſe- 
quences of Mr Pitt's quarrel now appear in j 
print, in a pamphlet publiſhed by Lord T-— 4 
andinarefutation of it, not by Mr Pitt himſelf, 3 
I believe, but by ſome friend of his, and under 
his ſanction. The former is very ſcutrilous th 
and ſcandalous, and betrays private conver- i 
fation. My. Lord fays, that in his laſt con-“ 
ſerence, he thought he had as good a right to Ml © 
nominate the new Miniſtry as Mr Pitt, and La 
conſequent] y. named Lord G „Lord L— tip 
&c. for Cabinet-Council eee which pot 
Mr Pitt not conſenting to, Lord T—— broke i 
up the conference, and in his wrath went to the 
Stowe; where, I preſume, he may remain 
undiſturbed a great while, ſince Mr Pitt wilt 8 
neither be willing nor able to fend for him l 
again. The pamphlet, on the part of Mr 4 
Pitt, gives an account of his whole political 1 


who 
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the latter end, there is an article that exprefles 
ſuch ſupreme contempt of Lord ''——, and 


4 will be bold to ſay, that had he (Lord 
«'T—) not faſtened himſelf into Mr Pitt's 
« train, and acquired thereby ſuch-an intereſt 
jn that great man, he might have crept out 


the pamphlets and half. meets that ſwarm here 
upon this occaſion; but that is impoſſible, for 


ad ar, loſt the greateſt part of his popularity, 


_ Weſpecially in the City; and I believe the Op- 


ch pfition will be very ſtrong, and perhaps pre- 


te val, next ſeſſion, in the Houſe of Commons, 


obere being now nobody there who can have 
in be authority and aſcendant « over them that 
il Pitt had. 
im People tel me here,” as young n told 
vr bou at Dreſden, that I look very well; but 
ea bee are words of courſe, which every one ſays 
e every body. So far is trũe, that I am better 
5 5 x than 


who were acquainted with it before; but, at 


in ſo pretty a manner, that I ſuſpect it to be 
I Mr Pitt's own : you ſhall judge yourſelf, 8 
here tranſcribe the article: —““ But this 


© of life with as little notice as he crept in; 
and gone off with no other degree of credit, 

than that of adding a ſingle unit to the bills 
of mortality.” —l wiſh I could ſend you all 


every week would make a ſhip's cargo. It is 
io WW cxrfain that Mr Pitt has, by bis dignity of 
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than at my age, and with my broken conf. 
tution, I could have expected to be. God 
bleſs you! 5 | : 


os — — — 


„ R ccclxvU. 
Blackheath, Septenidis the 12th 1766 
MY DEAR FRIEND. 

Have this moment received your lettet 
of the 25 paſt. I was in hopes that 
your courſe of waters this year, at Baden, ü. 
would have given you a longer reprieve from . 
your painful complaint. If I do not miltake, l 
you carried over with you ſome of Dr Mon- {WI !* 
ſey's powders; Have you taken any of them, 
and have they done you any good? I know ln 
they did me a great deal. I, who pretend to br 
ſome ſkill in phyſic, adviſe a cool regimen, 

and cooling medicines. 

Il do not won ler, that you do kinder at 
Lord C 's conduct. If he was not r 
witted into his Peerage by Lord B—, his Wl 
accepting it is utterly inexplicable. The in [ 
ſtruments he has choſen for the great offices, 

T believe, will never fit the fame caſe. It was . 
cruel to put ſuch a boy as Lord G, over BP" 


5 ä the head of old Ligonier; and if I had been the bl 


| former, 1 would have refuſed that com miſſion, Win 


during the life of that honeſt and brave old Ic 
Gene: 
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General. All this is to quiet the Duke of 
R-—— to a reſignation, and to make Lord 
}— Lieutenant of Ireland, where, I will ven- 
ture to propheſy, that he will not do. Ligo- 


ment of guards, but would by no means do 
it; and declared, that the King, might break 
him, if he pleaſed, but that he would cer- 
tainly not break himſelf. 


this letter, write me one to N me vow 

you are. 

m. God bleſs you; and; particularly may he 

„end you health, for that is the greateſt blef- 
lng ! 

to 


> HEY 


' 


— FX 


= L E T Tx R CCCLXVIIL 


ue | " Blackheath' September the zoth, $766, 
his WY ur DEAR FRIEND, 


in · 
ces, 
Was 
ovet 
the 


jon, 
old 


conſider this laſt - ugly bout as over; and, to 


tnend for your principal reſidence, Pezenas, 
Toulouſe, or Bourdeaux; but do not be per- 


| nier was much preſſed to give up his regi- 


| have no political events to inform you of; 
they will not be ripe till the meeting of the 
Parliament. Immediately upon the receipt of 


RECELVED, yeſterday, with great Plea- 
ſure, your letter of the 18*, by which I 


prevent its return, I greatly approve of your 
plan ſor the South of France, where I recom- 


ſuaded 
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ſuaded to go to Aix en Provence, which hy 
Experience I know to be at once the hotteſ 
and the coldeſt place in the world, from -the 
ardour of the Provengal Sun, and the ſharpneſ 
of the Alpine winds. I alſo earneſtly recom. 
mend to you, for your complaint upon your 
breaſt, to take, twice a-day, aſſes or (what is 
better) mare's milk, and that for theſe (ix 
months at leaſt. Mingle turnips, as much ay 
you can, with your diet. 

I have written, as you deſired, to Mr 85 
eretary Conway; but J will anſwer for it there 


will be no difficulty to obtain the leaveyou aſk, 


There isno new event in the political world, 


ſince my laſt; fo God bleſs you! 


— 5 


L E 2 2 E. R CCCLXX. | 
Lakes, October the * 1766, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HE laſt mail brought me your letter of 
the 17. I am glad to hear that your 
| breaſt is ſo much better. You will find both 
aſſes and mares milk enough in the South of 

France, where it was much drank when I was 
there. Guy Patin recommends to a patient 

to have no doctor but a horſe, and no Apo- 

thecary but an aſs. As for your pains and 


weakneſs in your limbs, je vous en of re — 


— > — 88 wwe wat 
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[ have never been free from them ſince my laſt 
cheumatiſm: J uſe my legs as much as 1 can; 
and you ſhould do ſo too, for diſuſe makes 
them worſe. I cannot now uſe them long ar 
4 time, becauſe of the weakneſs of old age; 
but I contrive to get, by different ſnatches, at 
leaſt two hours walking every day, either in 
my garden or within doors, as the weather 
permits. I ſet out to-morrow for Bath, in 
hopes of half repairs, for Medea's kettle could 
not give me whole ones; the timbers of my 
wretched veſſel are too much decayed, to be 
fitted out again for uſe. I ſhall ſee poor 
Harte there; who, I am told, is in a miſerable 
vay, between ſome real and ſome 1 —y 
litempers. | 
I ſend you no political news, for one reaſon, 
S among others, which is, ia I know none. 
« Wl Great expectations are raiſed of this ſeſſion, 
which meets the 11 of next month: but of 
ol what kind nobody knows, and conſequent! 7 
our BF every body conjectures variouſly. Lord Chat- 
zoth WW ham comes to town to- -morrow, from Bath, 
where he has been to refit himſelf for the win- 
ter campaign: he has hitherto but an indifferent 
let of Aides de Camp; and where he will find 
better, I do not know. Charles Townſhend 
and he are already upon ill terms. Enfin je 
{4 vos 6/0 and fo God bleſs you! 


ſes for your complaint, which muſt be well 


266 LORD CHESTERFTIELD's 


LATTER cx. 


Bath, November the 18th, 1766. 


| MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Have this moment received your letter 
of the 5" inſtant, from Baſle. I am t 
very glad to find that your breaſt is relieved, y 
though, perhaps, at the expence of your legs; I 
for, if the humour be either gouty or rheu- v 
matic, it had better be in your legs than any n 


where elſe. I have conſulted Moiſy, the 4 
great phyſician of this place, upon it; who u} 
ſays, that at this diſtance he dare not preſcribe th 
any thing, as there may be ſuch different cau- 


weighed by a phyſician upon the ſpot: that is, 
in hort, that he knows nothing of the matter, 
I will therefore tell you my own caſe, in 1732, 
which may be ſomething parallel to yours. I 
had that year been dangerouſly ill of a fever, 
1.1 Holland; and when J was recovered of it, 
the febrific humour fell into my legs, and 
ſwelled them to that degree, and chiefly in 
the evening, that it was as painful to me, as 
it was ſhocking to others. I came to England 
with them in this condition; and conſulted 


| Mead, Broxholme, and 3 who none ! 
of them did me the leaſt good; but, on the N. 


_ contrary, increaſed the ſwelling, by apt 
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poultices and emollients. In this condition 1 95 
remained near ſix months; till, finding that 
the doctors could do me no good, I refolved 


to conſult Palmer, the moſt eminent ſurgeon 
| of St Thomas's Hoſpital. He immediately 


told me, that the phyſicians had purſued a 
very wrong method, as the ſwelling of my 
legs proceeded only from a relaxation and 
weakneſs of the cutaneous veſſels; and he 


muſt apply ſtrengtheners inſtead of emollients. 


Accordingly he ordered me to put my legs, 
up to the knees every morning, in brine from 
the ſalters, as hot as I could bear it: the brine 
muſt have had meat ſalted in it. I did fo; 
and after having thus pickled my legs for a- 
bout three weeks, the complaint abſolutely 
ceaſed, and I have never had the leaſt ſwelling 
in them ſince. After what I have ſaid, I 
muſt caution you not to uſe the ſame remedy 
rathly, and without the moſt ſkilful advice 
you can find, where you are; for if your 
lwelling proceeds from a gouty or rheumatic 
humour, there may be great danger in apply- 
ing ſo powerful an aſtringent, and perhaps re- 
ſellent, as brine. So go piano, and not with- 
out the beſt advice upon a view of the parts. 
| ſhall direct all my letters to you Chez 
Monſieur Sarrazin, who by his trade is, I 
ſuppoſe, /edentaire at Baſle, which it is not 
2 2 ſure 
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ſure that you will be at any one place, in the f. 
South of France. Do you know that he * 
deſcendant of the French poet Sarrazin? et 

Poor Harte, whom I frequently go to ſee WW i 
bere out of compaſſion, is in a moſt miſerable b. 

way; he has had a ſtroke of the palſy, which . 
has deprived him of the uſe of his right leg, 
affected his ſpeech a good deal, and perhaps it 
his head a little. Such are the intermediate an 
tributes that we are forced to pay, in fome Ng. 
ſhape or other, to our wretched nature, till tr 
we pay the laſt great one of all. May you Wl 
pay this very late, and as few intermediate er. 
tributes as poſſible; and fo jubeo te bene valert, po! 

God bleſs you. A 
| de: 
5 „ | =_ 

LAKES £4: CCCLXX. * 
Bath, December the gh, 1766, L 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
RECEIVED, two days ago, your letter of E 
the 26" paſt. I am very glad that you 4 
begin to feel the good effects of the climate .““ 
where you are; I know it ſaved my life in WM 

1741, when both the ſlcilful and the unſkilful F 
gare me over. In that ramble I ſtaid three" 

or four days at Nimes, where there are more * 
remains of antiquity, I believe, than in anf E 


town in Europe, Italy excepted. Wbat is 
falſely 


mind, the fineſt piece of architecture that L 
ever ſaw; and the Amphitheatre the clumfieſt 
and the uglieſt : if it were in England, every 
body would ſwear it had been built by vir 


| john Vanbru gh. | 
This place is now, juſt what you have ben 
t formerly : here is a great crowd of trifling 
+ WH 2nd unknown people, whom I ſeldom fre- 
e quent, in the public rooms; ſo that I paſs my 
imme tres uniment, in taking the air in my 


poſt· chaiſe every morning, and reading in the 
evenings. And 2 propos of the latter, I ſhall 
point out a book, which, I believe, will give 
you ſome pleaſure at leaſt it gave me a great 
deal: I never read it before. It is Reflexians 
fur la Pot ſie et la Peinture, p ar Þ 4bbe de Bos, 
| Wi two octavo volumes; and is, I ſuppoſe, to 
be had at every great town in France. The 
citiciſms and the reflections are juſt and lively. 
ait may be you expect ſome political news 


you from me : but I can tell you that you will 


aue bare none; for no mortal can comprehend 
in Ide preſent ſtate of affairs. Eight or nine 


ful people, of ſome conſequence, have reſigned 
Ire their employments; upon which Lord C— _ 


made overtures to the Duke of B- 


ole and his 
any people: but they could by no means agree; 
n bis grace went, the next day, full of 
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fle called Is maiſon quarrie, is, in my 


AASA 
— 


2. Wrath, 


4 pon pig? - — — 7 — 
2 —̃ x 8 — 
tits roots 4-2 r D 7 
—— 1 4 — — 
- 


* 2 
en — — 
. IA, oe HE Gn. ey 
Te nts 


wp 


1 
$113 
1 
1. k 
1 
1 
ö 
Wi 


1 
1 
i 


270 LORD CHUESTERFIELD's 


wad, to Wooburne: ſo that negotiation is 
entirely at an end. People wait to ſee whom 
Lord C will take in, for ſome he muſt | 
have; even he cannot be alone, contra Mun. 
dum. Such a ſtate of affairs, to be ſure, was ! 
never ſeen before, in this or in any other ! 
country. When this Miniſtry ſhall be ſettled, Wi } 
it will be the ſixth miniſtry in fix years time, Ml : 
Poor Harte is here, and in a moſt miſerable Ml ; 
condition; thoſe who wiſh him the beſt, 281 
do, ä bim dead. 2220 bleſs you! b 
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LE T 1 K X coor he 
15650635 February the ral, 1761, L, 
mY DEAR FRIEND, I 
JI qis fo long fince I have had a letter from be 
1 you, that Lam alarmed about your health: :t 
and fear, that the fouthern parts of France vt 
have not done ſo well by you, as they did by to 
me in the year 1741, when they ſnatched me in 
from the jaws of death. Let me know, upon 2 
| the receipt of this. letter, how you are, and cal 
| | where you are. . 8 lie 
. 1 have no news to ſend you from hence G: 


for every thing ſeems ſuſpended, both in tht 
Court and in the Parliament, till Lord Cha 
tham's return from the Bath, where he ha 


Leen laid up this month by a ſeyere fit of ths 
- gout; 


- one —— $i —ͤů— 2 „ 0 —— — — 
- "PR A "Iz 
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gout 3 and, at preſent, he has the ſole appa- 
rent power. In what little buſineſs has hi- 


5 

| therto been done in the Houſe of Commons, 
„Charles Townſhend has given himſelf more 
s WW! Miniſterial airs than Lord Chatham will, I be- 
r WH licve, approve of. However, ſince Lord Chat- 
, bam has thought fit to withdraw himſelf from 
e. that Houſe, he cannot well do without Charles' a 
le WM abilities to manage it as his Deputy. 


1 do not ſend you an account of weddings, 
births, and burials, as I take it for granted 
that you know them all from the Engliſh 
printed papers; ſome of which, I preſume, 
ne fent after you. Your. old acquaintance, 
Lord Eſſex, is to be married this week to 
Harriet Bladen, who has 5. 20,000 down, 
om beſides the reaſonable expectation of as much 
th t the death of her father. My kinſman, Lord 
ce Strathmore, is to be married, in a fortnight, 
{ by to Miſs Bowes, the greateſt heireſs, perhaps, 
mei in Europe. In ſhort, the matrimonial phren- 
pon zy ſeems to rage at preſent, and is epidemi- 
and cal. The men marry for money, and I be- 
lieve you gueſs what the women matry for. 


Cad bleſs you, and ſend you health! 


LET: 
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L © T: 4 E R CCCLXXt, 


London: March the za, 1767, 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


EsTERDAY I received two letters at 
once from you, both dated Montpelier, 

one of the 29th of laſt December, and the o. 
ther the 12'* of February: but I cannot con- 
ceive what became of my letters to you; for 


J affure you that I anſwered all yours the next 


poſt after T-received them; and, about ten days 


ago, I wrote you a volunteer, becauſe you 
bad been ſo long filent, and. I was afraid that 
you were not well; but your letter of the 120 
February has removed all my fears upon that 
ſcore. The ſame climate that has reſtored 
pour health fo far, will probably, in a little 


more time, reſtore your ſtrength too; though 


you muſt not expeCt it to be quite what it was 
before your late painful complaints. At leaſt 
I find, that, ſince my late great rheumatiſm, 
F cannot walk above half an hour at a time; 


which I do not place ſingly to the account of 
my years, but chiefly to the great ſhock given 
then to my limbs. Dailleurs I am pretty well 


| for my age and ſhattered conſtitution. | 
As I told you in my laſt, I muſt tell you 
again in this, that I have no news to ſend. 


Lord Chatham, at laſt, came to town 17 


dap, 


of 
yen 
vell 


you 
nd. 
ler- 


lay, 
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day, full of gout, and is not able to ſtir hand 
or foot. During his abſence, Charles Town- 
ſhend has talked of him and at him, in ſuch 


2 manner, that henceforwards they muſt be 
I either much worſe or much better together 


than ever they were in their lives. On Friday 
ft, Mr Dowdeſwell and Mr Grenville mo- 
red to have one ſhilling in the pound of the 
land: tax taken off: which was oppoſed by the 
Court; but the Court loſt it by eighteen. 
The Oppoſition triumph much upon this vic- 
tory; tbo', I think, without reaſon; for it is 
plain that all the landed gentlemen bribed 
themſelves with this ſhilling in the pound. 
The Duxe of Bnovleuph is very ſoon to be 
married to Lady Betty Montague. Lord Eſſex 
was married yeſterday, to Harriet Bladen; 
and Lord Strathmore, laſt week, to Miſs 
bowes : both couples went directly from the 
church to conſummation in the country, from 
an unneceflary fear that they ſhould not be 
tired ot each other if they ſtaid in town. And 
row dix; God bleſs you! | 

You are in the right to gd to ſee the Af. 7 
ſembly of the States of Languedoc, though 
bey are but the ſhadow of the original Etats 


while there was lome liberty ſubſiſting 1 in 


Trance. 


LE T. 
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"Ha EB: T.-:4 dee 
» 14 | London, April the 6th, 776, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
ESTERDAY I received your letter from 
Nimes, by which I find that ſeveral of 
our letters have reciprocally miſcarried. This 
may probably have the ſame fate : however, 
if it reaches Monſieur Sarrazin, I preſume he 
will know where to take his aim at you; for! 
find you are in motion, and with a polarity 
to Dreſden. I am very glad to find by it, that 
your Meridional journey has perfectly recover. 
ed you, as to your general ſtate of health; 
for as to your legs and thighs, you muſt ne- 
ver expect that they will be reſtored to their 
original ſtrength and activity, after ſo many 
rheumatic attacks as you have had. I know 
that my limbs, beſides the natural debility of 
old age, have never recovered the ſevere at- 
tack of rheumatiſm that plagued me five or ſi 
years ago. I cannot now walk above half an 
Hour at a time, and even that in a hobbling 
kind of way. 
I can give you no account of our political 
world, which is in a fituation that I nevet 


ſaw in my whole life. Lord Chatham hate 


been fo ill, theſe laſt two months, that he ha. 


not | been able (ſome ſay not willing) to do out 
hear 
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kear of any buſineſs : and for his ſous Mini- 
res, they either cannot, or dare not, do any 
without his directions; fo that every thing is 
now at a (ſtand. This ſituation, I think, can- 
not laſt much longer; and if Lord Chatham 
ſhould either quit his poſt, or the world, nei- 
ther of which is very improbable, I conjec- 
ture, that what is called the Rockingham 
Connection ſtands the faireſt for the Mini— 
y. But this is merely my conjecture; for 
] have neither data nor Peſtulata enough to 
jealon upon. | 
When you get to Dreſden, which 1 hope : 
you will not do till next month, our corre- 
pondence will be more regular. God bleſs 
out. 1 


— _—_—_ 
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London, May the gth, ner. 


r x80 DEAR ! FRIEND, 
u your letter of the 25" paſt, from Baſle, 
ling | preſume this will find you at Dreſden, 


nd accordingly I direct to you there. When 
du write me word that you are at Dreſden, I 
ill return you an anſwer, with ſomething 
ter than the anſwer itſelf. If you complain 
the weather, north of Beſangon, what would 
u ſay to the weather that we have had here, 
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for theſe laſt two months, uninterrupted? 


All my promiſed fruit at Blackheath is quitede- 
ſtroyed; and, what is worſe, many of my trees, 


Poland, the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and the King 


though the former muſt not appear in it, up- 
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bigotry of his Poles. I have a great opinio 
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dents: I am ſure, I wiſh them ſuccels ; for! 
would have all intoleration intolerated in it 
turn. We ſhall ſoon ſee more clearly int 
this matter ; for I do not think that the Au 
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2756 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


ſnow often, north-eaſt wind conftantly, 2d 
extreme cold. Iwrite this by the fide of apo 
fire; and at this moment it ſnows very hard, 

I cannot help thinking, that the King of 
of Pruſſia, fentendent comme Larrons en fiir 
on account of the ſtupidity, ignorance, and 


of the cogency of the controverſial arguments 
of the Ruſſian troops, in favour of the Diſh: 


tocratrice of all the Ruſſias will be trifled with 


What do you think of the late a 
ry event in Spain ? Could you ever have ima 


dared to baniſh the Jeſaits ? There muſt hart 
been ſome very grave and important reaſon 
for ſo extraordinary a meaſure: but what the 


were, I do not pretend to gueſs; and perbap Ny. 
| ſhall never know, though all the coffee. houlc 
here do. 


"Thin 


laſt. Lord Chatham is ſtill ill, and only goes 
abroad for an hour in a day, to take the air, 


pour et contre tous. Gad bleſs. you. 
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5 | Londba: Jane the rst, 176”, 

MY DEAR FRIEND,,  . . 

* RECEIVED yeſterday your letter of the 20? 


bad weather; and it continues here ſtill. E- 
very body has fires, and their winter- clothes, 
as at Chriſtmas. The town is extremely ſick- 
ly, and ſudden deaths have been very frequent. 


I I do not know what to ſay to you upon pu- 

"WM blic matters; things remain in fatu quo, and 
*. nothing is done. Great changes are talked of, 
the 


week; but who is to be changed for whom, 
Ido not know, though every body elſe does. 


Vol. IV. 4 niſtry, 
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Things are here in exaCtly the ſame fitua- 
tion in which they were when I wrote to you 


J in his coach. The King has, to my certain 
knowledge, ſent him repeated meflages, de- 

firing him not to be concerned at his confine» 
ment, for that he 1s reſolved to ſupport him 


paſt, from Dreſden, where I am glad to 
find that you are arrived ſafe and. ſound. This 
has been every where an anmis mirabilis for 


and | believe will happen ſoon, perhaps next 


{am apt to think that it will be a Moſaic Mi- 
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niſtry, made up de pieces rapportees from dil. 
ferent connections. 

Laſt Friday I ſent your ſubſidy to Mr Lat. 

pent, who, I ſuppoſe, has given you notice of 

it. I believe it will come very ſeaſonably, 2 
all places, both foreign and domeſtic, are ſo 

far in arrears. They talk of paying you all up 
to Chriſtmas. The King's inferior ſervants 
are almoſt ſtarving. 

Il! ſuppoſe you have already heard, at Dref. 
den, that Count Brühl is either actually mar. 
ried, or very ſoon to be ſo, to Lady Egremont, 
She has, together with her ſalary as Lady of 
the Bedchamber, / 2,500 a- year; beſides ten 
thouſand pounds in money left her, at her own 
diſpoſal, by Lord Egremont. All this will 
found great en cus d Allemagne. I am glad 

ol it; for he is a very pretty man. God ble Wt” 
you | PER | 

I eafily conceive why Orloff influences the Nei 

Empreſs of all the Ruſſias; but I cannot ſee WM" 

why the King of Pruſſia ſhould be influenced f 
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Blackheath, July the 3 ner 1 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


F 1 HoUGH I n had no letter a” Ir 
| nee 
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igce my laſt, and though I have no politi- 


quaint you with a piece of Greenwich news, 
which I believe you will be very glad of; I 
I im ſure Iam. Know then, that your friend 
Mis * * was happily married, three days ago, 
to Mr * * *, an Iriſh gentleman, and a Mem- 
ber of that Parliament, with an eſtate of above 


her { 600 jointure; and, in cafe they have no 
children, 1500. He happened to be by 
chance in her company one day here, and was 
at once ſhot dead by her charms : but, as dead 


next morning, and tendered her his perſon and 


bis fortune; both which, taking the one with 
ad WI tie other, ſhe very prudently accepted z for his 


efs perſon is lixty years old. 

| Miniſterial affairs are ſtill in the ſame ridi- 
the culous and doubtful fituation as when I wrote 
to you laſt, Lord Chatham will neither hear 
od, nor do, any buſineſs; but lives at Hamp- 
lead, and rides about the heath: his gout is 


II. 


FR lim; Lord Egmont, and Lord Hillſborough : 
you rake: hope, the latter. Lord Northington 
ſince | A a 2 cer- 


cal news to inform you of, I write this to ac- 


two thouſand pounds a-year. He ſettles upon 


men ſometimes walk, he walked to her the 


ſad to be fallen upon his nerves. Your Pro- 
nncial Secretary, Conway, quits this week, 
and returns to the army, for which he lan- 
wiſhed, Two Lords are talked of to ſucceed 
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ſand other changes are talked of, which I nei. 


| 

i certainly quits this week; but nobody gueſſes 

| who is to ſucceed him as Preſident. A thou. 
| 


believe nor reject. 
Poor Harte is in a moſt mileradde condition: 
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| - be has loſt one ſide of himfelf, and in a great | 
{ ii meaſure his ſpeech; notwithſtanding which, ( 
| i he is going to publiſh his divine poems, as he 
| | calls them. I am very ſorry for it, as he had 
| | not time to"correct them before this ſtroke, nor 
4 abilities to do it fince. God bleſs you. f 
i ? POE OE 5 | 16 
| . 
1 1 * TT. E R ceccixxviiſſſi 
| | | Blackheath, Joly the gth, 1700, 4 
| = MT DEAR FRIEND, 
| 1 8 HAvE received yours of the 2152 paſt, with * 
| b 1 the inclofed propoſal from the French - ul 
4 Jugiës, for a ſubſcription towards building 
| [ them un Temple. I have ſhewn it to the very of 
[ bi ſew people I fee, but without the leaſt ſuccels it 
i They told me (and with too much truth} tha Mi 
while ſuch numbers of poor were literally lar * 
ving here, from the dearneſs of all proviſions ®" 
they could not think of ſending their money “* 
into another country, for a building which een 
they reckoned uſeleſs. In truth, I never knes I 
ſuch miſery as is here now; and it affects bo! fur 
the hearts and the purſes of thoſe who have ei 


ther 
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ther: for my own part, I never gave toa build- 
ing in my life; which I reckon is only giving 
to maſons and Md and the treaſurer of 
the undertaking. 

Contrary to the expectations of all mankind 
here, every thing ſtill continues in fatu quo. 
General Conway has been defired by the King 
to keep the ſeals till he has found a ſucceſſor. 
for him, and the Lord Preſident the ſame. 


ter; he ſees nobody, and nobody ſees him: 
is ſaid, that a bungling Phyſician has ack: 
his gout, and thrown it upon his nerves; which 


ver can have, as it debilitates the mind of the 
former, and the body of the latter. Here is 
at preſent an interregnum. We muſt ſoon ſee. 
hat order will be produced from this chaos. 

I The Ele rate, I believe, will find the want 
of Comte Flemming; for he certainly had abi- 
lties, and was as ſturdy and inexorable as a 
Miniſter at the head of the finances ought al- 
ways to be. When you ſee Comteſſe Flem- 
ming, which I Wppöle cannot be of ſome time, 
pray make her Lady Cheſterfield's and my 
compliments of condolence. 

You fay that Drefin is very fickly : I am 
lure London is at leaſt as fickly now for there 
igns an epidemical diſtemper, called by the. 
A a 3 enter! 


Lord Chatham is relapſed, and worſe than bs 


* 
is the worſt diſtemper that a Miniſter or a Lo- 
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in hopes of half repairs at moſt; for thoſe wa⸗ 


places or prefer ments are diſpoſed of, come e- 
vidently from Lord 
inviſible; and who, like a woodcock, thinks, 


genteel name of influenza. It is a little fe. ˖ 
ver, which ſcarcely any body dies of: and it 

generally goes off with a little looſeneſs, 1 y 

have eſcaped it, I believe, by being here. God | 

keep you from all diſtempers, and bleſs you! : 

; © 1 , 

| h: 


I. k T TE M CCOLAMIX 
London, October the 306, has th 

MY. DEAR FRIEND, lit 
Have now left Blackheath, till the next en 
ſummer, if I live till then; and am juſt Mu 


able to write, which is all I can ſay, for I am hi: 


extremely weak, and have in a great mea» Ine 


ſure loſt the uſe of my legs: I hope they will Mz: 
recover both fleſh and ſtrength, for at preſent 


they have neither. I go to the Bath next week 


ters, I am ſure, will not prove Medea's kettle, 
nor les eaux de Fouvence to me: however, | 
ſhall do as good Courtiers do, and get what! 
can, if I cannot get what I will. I ſend you 
no politics, for here are neither politics nor 
Miniſters: Lord Chatham is quiet at Pynſent 
in Somerſetſhire, and his former ſubalterns do 
nothing; ſo that nothing is done. Whatever 


„ who affects to be 


that 
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that if his head is but hid, he is not ſeen at all. 
General Pulteney is at laft dead, laſt week, 
worth above thirteen hundred Wa pounds. 
He has leſt all his landed eſtate, which is eight · 
Ind-twenty thouſand pounds a year, inclu- 
ding the Bradford eſtate, which his brother 
bad ——— from that ancient family, 
to a couſin- german. He has leſt two hundred 
thouſand pounds, in the funds, to Lord Dar— 
üngton, who was his next neareſt relation; 
and at leaſt twenty thouſand pounds in vari- 
ous legacies. If riches alone could make peo- 
dle happy, the two laſt proprietors of this im- 
menſe wealth ought to have been ſo, but er 
never were. 55 
God bleſs you, and 900 you good death, 
which 1 Is better than all the riches of the world! q : 


———__— 


LETT E R CCCLXXX. 


London, November the 30, 1767, 
ur DEAR FRIEND, 


OUR laſt letter brought me but a ſcurvy 
account of your health. For the head» 
ches you complain of, I will venture to pre- 
ndea remedy, which, by experience, I found 
ſpecific when I was extremely plagued with 
dem. It is, either to chew ten grains of rhu- | 
uk every night going to bed; or, what I 
think 
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ments, and will, by degrees, keep your body 


perhaps ſtand the winter at Dreſden; but! 


think N to take i mmedintely before 
dinner, a couple of rhubarÞ- pills, of five gtains 
each; by which means it mixes with the ali 


gently open. I do it to this day, and find great ill 
good by it. As you ſeem to dread the approach WM 


of a German winter, I would adviſe you to 


write to General Conway for leave of abſenee 


for the three rigorous winter months, which 
I dare ſay will not be refuſed. 


If you chuſe r 
a worſe climate, you may come to London; Me. 


but if you chuſe a better and a warmer, you 
may go to Nice en Provence, where Sit Wi. e. 
liam Stanhope is gone to paſs his winter, bog 
I am ſure, will be extremely pad of your wy 


pany there. 


I go to the Bath next Saturday. Utinam i 
Jruſtra. God bleſs me | 


4 2 ＋ 1 1 * ccci xxx 


| | Bath, December the I „td, 10 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


ESTERDAY I received your letter of the 
29" paſt, and am very glad to find th 
you are well enough to think that you mi 
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you do, pray take care to keep both your bod 
and your limbs exceedingly warm. 
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As to my own health, it is, in general, as 
good as I could expect it at my age: I have 
2 good ſtomach, a good digeſtion, and ſleep 
well; but find that I ſhall never recover the 
J free uſe of my legs, which are now full as weak 
25 when I firſt came hither. | 

You aſk me queſtions, - concerning Lord | 
(, which neither I, nor, I believe, any 
body but himſelf, can ot Tang however, I will 
tell you all that I do know, and all that I gueſs, 
concerning him. This time twelvemonth he 
was here, and in good health and ſpirits, ex- 
cept now and then ſome little twinges of the 
rout, We ſaw one another four or five times, 
a our reſpective houſes ; but, for theſe laſt 
right months, he has been abſolutely inviſible 
to his moſt intimate friends, les fous Miniſtres: 
he would receive no letters, nor ſo much as. 
pen any packet about bulinels. „ 
. His phyſician, Dr. „ as I am told, had 
N. Joey ignorantly cherked a coming fit of the 
gout, and ſcattered it about his body; and it 
fell particularly upon his nerves, ſo that he 
continues exceedingly vapourith 3 and would 
(neither ſee nor ſpeak to any body, while he 
vas here. I fent him my compliments, and 
alked leave to wait upon him; but he ſent me 
word, that he was too ill to ſee any body what- 
lever. I met him frequently taking the air 
hi 
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day; but what to do, whether to reſume or 


month, I deſired him to ſecure you a ſeat in 
the new Parliament. He aſſured me he would; 
and, I am convinced, very ſincerely; be faid 
even that he would make it his own affair; 


7 ſome venal borough : and 1 ſpoke to a borough- 
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laughed at my offer, and ſaid, That there was 


for that the rich Faſt and Weſt Indians had 
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and as ſoon as I know it, you ſhall. To tell 


vou tevip what I think—1 doubt, from al 
thele 


in his poſt- chaiſe, and. he looked very well 
He ſet out from hence, for London, laſt Tueſ. 


finally to reſign the Adminiſtration, God 
knows; conjectures are various. It one of 
our converſations here this time twelve. 


and defired I would give myſelf no more 
trouble about it. Since that, I have heard 
no more of it; which made me look out for 


jobber, and offered five and-twenty hundred 
pounds for a ſecure ſeat in Parliament: but he 


no ſuch thing as a borough to be had now; 


fecured them all, at the rate of three thouſand 
pounds at leaſt; but many at four thouſand; 


and two or three, that he knew, at five thou- Wi 
ſand. This, I confeſs, has vexed me a good 
deal; and made me the more impatient to 
"habe whether Lord C 
thing in it; which I ſhall know when I goto 


had done any 


town, as I propoſe to do in about a fortnight; 
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theſe nervous diſorders, that Lord C 
jure de combat, as a Miniſter : but do not even 
hint this to 2 Mk 9 8 bleſs you! 


3 E 1 T E R CCCLXXXI.L 


Bath, December the enen, nor. 85 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 5 


d 

1 En nova progenies. 

? HE outlines of a new miniſtry are now | 
| 


declared; but they are not yet quite 
filled up: it was formed by the Duke of Bed- 
ford. Lord Gower is made Preſident of the 
Council; Lord Sandwich, Poſt-Maſter; Lord 
Hillſborough, Secretary of State for America 
only; Mr Rigby, Vice treaſurer of Ireland. 
General Conway is to keep the ſeals a fort- 
night longer, and then to ſurrender them to 
ord Weymouth. Illis very uncertain whe- 
her the Duke of Grafton is to continue at the 
Wicad of the Treaſury or not; but, in my pri- 
ate opinion, George Grenville will very ſoon 
de there. Lord Chatham ſeems to be out of 
he queſtion, and is at his repurchaſed houſe 
It Hayes, where he will not fee a mortal. It 
$ yet uncertain whether Lord Shelburne is to 
tp his place; if not, Lord Sandwich, they 
u is to lucceed him. All the Rockingham 8 
pos | 


annual. 
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people are abſolutely excluded. Many more 
changes: muſt neceſſarily; be; but no more are 
yet declared. It ſeems to be a, reſolution tz. 
ken by e, that Miniſtries are to be 


Sir George Macartney i is, next a to be 
married to Lady Jane Stuart, Lord Bute' 
ſecond daughter. 

I never knew it fo cold in my life as it i 
now, and with a very deep ſnow; by which, f 
if it continues, I: may: be ſnow- bound here for 
God knows how: long, though I propoſed 
leaving this place the latter end of the: week 

Poor Harte is very ill here; he mention 
you often, and with From: affection. Godliifl | 
bleſs you! 5 2 

When I know more, you ſhall. : 


* 1 


— — V 
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London, March the 1105, 10 | 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
HE day after I received your letter of 
the 21* paſt, I wrote to Lord Wey 
mouth, as you deſired: and I ſend you his 
anſwer incloſed; from which) though I har 
not heard from him ſince) I take it for granted 
and ſo may you, that his ſilence ſignifies bi 
Majeſty's conſent to your requeſt. Yo! 
8c 
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complicated complaints give me great unea- 
fineſs; and the more, as I am convinced that 
the Montpelier phyſicians have miſtaken a_ 
material part of your caſe; as indeed all the 
phyſicians here did, except Dr Maty. In my 
opinion, you have no gout, but a very ſcor— 
butic and rheumatic habit of body, which 
ſhould be treated in a very different manner 
from the gout; and, as I pretend to be a very 
good quack at leaſt, I would preſcribe to you 
for a ſtrict milk-diet, with the ſeeds, ſuch as rice, 
{a fago, barley, miller, &c. for the three ſum- 
WH mer months at leaſt, and without ever taſting 
on Vine. If climate ſignifies any thing (in which, 
© Wi the way, I have very little faith) you are, 
in my mind, in the fineſt climate in the world; 
neither too hot nor too cold, and always clear: 
you are with the gayeſt people living; be gay 
with them, and do not wear out your eyes 
with reading at home. L'ennui is the Engliſh 
diſtemper; and a very bad one it is, as I find 
by every day's experience; for. my deafneſs 
deprives me of the only rational pleaſure that 


er ol 
Wey I can have at my age, which is ſociety; fo 
* that I read my eyes out every day, that I may 


not hang myſelf. 


have 
nel Lou will not be in this 8 at leaſt 
es bill not at the beginning of it. I relied too much 


won Lord C—'s promiſe, above a year ago, 
Vo, IV. * b at 
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at Bath. He deſired that 1 would TOE it to 
him; that he would make it his own affair, 
and give it in charge to the Duke of Des 
| whoſe province it was to make the parliamen- 
tary arrangement, This I depended upon, 
and I think with reaſon; but, ſince that, Lord 
C has neither ſeen or ſpoken to any body, 
and has been in the oddeſt way in the world, 
IT ſent to the D - of G——, to know if 
 L—— C—= had either ſpoken or ſent. to 
him about it; but he aſſured me that he had 
done neither: that all was full, or rather run: 
ning over, at preſent; but that, if he could 
crowd you in upon a vacancy, he would do it 
with great pleaſure. I am extremely ſorry for 
this accident: for I am of a very different opi- 
nion from you, about being in Parliament, 
as no man can be of conſequence, in this 
country, who is not in it; and, though one 
may not ſpeak like a Lord Mansfield, or a 
Lord Chatham, one may make a very good 
figure in a ſecond rank. Locus eſt et plurivus 
umbris. I do not pretend to give you any 
account of the preſent ſtate of this country, ot 
Miniſtry, not knowing nor gueſſing it myſcl!, 
God bleſs you, and ſend you health, which 
is the firſt and greateſt of all bleſſings! 
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LET TER cecixxxw. 


London, Hen the 12th, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND: © 


1 RECEIVED, yeſterday, your letter of the 


1 1; in which you do not mention the 
, ſtate of your health, which I deſire you will 

. do for the future. | 
if I believe you have gueſſed the true reaſon 

0 of Mr Keith's miſſion; but, by a whiſper that 

d Wl 1 have fince heard, Keith is rather inclined to 


n. ro to Turin, as Charge d' Afaires. I forgot 


Id to tell you, in my laſt, that I was moſt poſi- 
It tively aſſured, that, the inſtant you return to 
or Dreſden, Keith ſhould decamp. I am per- 


ſuaded they will. keep their words with me, 
as there is no one reaſon in the world why 
they ſhould not. I will ſend your annual to 
Mr Larpent, in a fortnight; and pay the forty 
ſullings a- day quarterly, if there ſhould be 
occaſion; for, in my own private opinion, 
there will be no Charge d' Afaires ſent. I 

agree with you, that point d'Argent point 


demand, as was uſed to be ſaid, and not 
without more reaſon, of the 85 but, as 


ve have neither the inclination nor (I fear) 
the power to give ſubſidies, the Court of Vi i- 
enna can give good things that coſt them no- 
thing, as Archbiſhoprics, Biſhoprics, beſides 
| B b "EE Fn cor- 
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—— ͤ — 
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cortuptin g their Miniſters and Favourites with 
places. . 
Elections, here, have been carried to ade. 
gree of frenzy hitherto unheard of: that for the 
town of Northampton has coſt the contending 
party] at leaſt a thouſand pounds a (ide; 
and has ſold his borough of 
, to two Members, for nine thouſand 
ade As ſoon as Wilkes had loſt his elec- cl 
tion for the City, he ſet up for the County of tt 
Middleſex; and carried it hollow, as the WI © 
jockeys ſay. Here were great mobs and riots ſ ” 
upon that occaſion, and moſt of the windows Wl ® 
in town broke, that had no lights for Wilkes Wl '© 
and Liberty, who were thought to be inſe- ol 
parable. He will appear, the 20" of this 
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. month, in the Court of King's bench, to re- ol 
$i] ceive his ſentence; and then great riots are MW © 
Wa again expected, and probably will 1 Vet 
; 11 God bleſs you! | Jo 
1 dit 
Ul 0 22ͤ ²˙ ! 
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Bath, Oftober the 1755, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OUR two laſt letters, to myſelf and Gre- 
venkop, have alarmed me extremely; but 

1 comfort myſelf a little, by boping, that you, 
Uke all people who ſuffer, n ren * 
than 
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than you are. A dropſy never comes ſo ſud- 
denly ; and I flatter myſelf, that it is only that 
gouty or cheumatic humour which has plagued. 
you ſo long, that has oecaſioned the temporary 
L ſwelling of your legs. Above forty years ago, 
after a violent fever, my legs were ſwelled as 
much as you deſcribe yours to be: I imme-- 
diately thought that I had a dropſy ; but the Fa- 
culty aſſured me, that my complaint was only- 
the effect of my. fever, and would ſoon be 
cured; and they ſaid true. Pray let your a- 
manuenſis, whoever he may be, write an ac 
count regularly, once a-week, either to Gre- 
venkop or myſelf, for that is the — thing, 
e. ol the [tate of your health. 

I ſent you, in four ſueceſſive letters, a0 much 
of the Dutcheſs of Somerſet's ſnuff as a letter 
re could well convey to you. Have you recei- 
en. Ned all or any of them? and have they done 
you any good! Though, in your preſent con- 
dition, you cannot go into company, I hope 
you have ſome acquaintances that come and 
V. Wit with you: for if originally it was not good 
tor man to be alone, it is much worſe for a 
ick man to be ſo; he thinks too much of his 
litemper, and e it. Some men of 
learning amongſt the. Ecclefiaſtics, I dare lay, : 
would be glad to fit with you; and you could: 
give them as good as they brought. = 

© = Ls Poor 
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Poor Hanes, who is here ſtill, is in a youu 
miſerable condition; he has entirely loſt the 
uſe of his left fide, and can hardly ſpeak in. 

telligibly.. I was with him yeſterday. He 
inquired after you with great affeCtion, and 
was in the utmoſt concern when I ſhowed 
him your letter. 

My own health is as it has been ever ſince 

I was here laſt year. I am neither well nor 

ill, but unwell. I have, in a manner, loſt 

the uſe of my legs; for though I can make aff 

ſhift to crawl upon even ground for a quarter 

of an hour, I cannot go up or down * by 

unleſs ſupported by a ſervant. n 
God bleſs, and grant you a ſpeedy recovery! b 
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Mr Stanhope died the 16th of November following. 
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LETTER CCCLAXXVL 


To Mrs STANHOPE, then at Paris. | 


e 
d | London, March the 1 16th 1769, 
dau, | 

TROUBLESOME and painful inflam- 
5 mation in my eyes, obliges me to uſe 
on WI another hand than my own, to acknowledge 
ot WM the receipt of your letter from Avignon of 


the 27 paſt. 
ter I am extremely ſurpriſed that Mrs du- 
, Pouchet ſhould have any objection to the 
manner in which your late huſband deſired to 
i be buried, and which you, very properly, 
complied with. All I deſire, for my own 
burial, is not to be buried alive; but how or 
where, I think, muſt be entirely indifferent to 
every rational creature. 
I bave no commiſſion to trouble you with, 
during your ſtay at Paris; from whence I 


where I ſhall be very glad to ſee you all: and 
alure you of my being, with great truth, 

5 Your faithful, humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIEL D. 


LEY. 


wiſh you and the boys a good journey home; 


26 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


1 1 | FT: E R CCCLXXXVII.. 


1 
„e — 1 

8 8 — 
38 — ” . . = 


To the fame, at London. 


— 


MADAM, 3 150 
HE laſt time I had the pleaſure of ſeeing: | 

; you, I was ſo taken up in playing with Wt: 
the boys, that I forgot their more important . 
affairs. How ſoon would you have them Nu 
placed at ſchool ? When I know your pleaſure Min 
as to that, IL will ſend to Monſieur Per ny, to ne 
prepare every thing for their reception. In 
the mean time, I beg that you will equip 
them thoroughly with clothes, linen, &c. all 
good but plain; and give me the account, 
which I will pay; for 1 do not intend that 
from this time forwards the two boys ſhould L 
coſt you one ſhilling. 
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Jam, with great truth, Madam, _ BY 
Your faithful, humble ſervant,. \ 


Wedneſday, CHESTERFIELD: 
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KETT ED CCCLEXXVIL 
MADAM | 

S ſome day muſt be 3 for ſending the 
boys to ſchool, do you approve of the 


8 of. next month? by which time the wea: 
. 5 _ - ther 
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ther will probably be warm and ſettled, and 
you will be able to equip them completely. 

I will, upon that day, ſend my coach to 
you, to carry you and the boys to Loughbo- 
Jrough Houſe, with all their immenſe baggage. 
| muſt recommend to you, when you leave 
them there, to ſuppreſs, as well as you can, 
the overflowings of maternal | tenderneſs ; 
rhich would grieve the poor boys the more, 
md give. them a terror of their new eſtabliſh- = 


to nent. 

in WM am, with great truth, Madam, 5 

lip Jour faithful, humble ſervant, 
all Thurkday . 1 1 On᷑frE TIA Eo. 


ad il E T T-E:R- | CCCLXXXIX. 
Bath, October the 11th, 1769. 


MADAM, 
"OBoDy can be more 3 or ready to 
obey orders, than I am; but then I 


ders and yourſelf come under this deſcrip- 

lon ; and therefore I muſt give you an ae- 
tunt of my arrival and exiſtence, ſuch as it 
„ here. I got hither laſt Sunday, the day 
er I left London, leſs fatigued than I ex- 
pected to have been; and now crawl about this 
Jace upon 1] three legs, but am kept in 
| 0 coun» 


mult like the orders and the orderer. Your Es 
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or Madame Perny, I beg you will give them 
this melancbolick proof of my caducity; and 
tell them, that the laſt time I went to ſee the 
boys, I carried the Michaelmas quarteridge in 


faithfully the two quarters Tote at Chrilt 


| ſure you are fo. 


countenance by many of my fellow crawlers; 
the laſt part of the Sphynx's riddle approaches, 
and I ſhall ſoon end, as 1 began, upon all fourg, 

When you happen to ſee either Monſieur 


my pocket, and when I was there I total 
forgot it; but aſſure them, that I have not the 
leatt intention to bilk them, and will pay them 


mas. 
I hope our. two boys are e well; for then Ia 


1 am, with great truth and eſteem, | 
Jour moſt faithful, humble ſervant, 
| CHESTERFIELD 


# * — r ä — * r . 
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: Bath,  Oftober the vs, 1769. 
MA DAM, | oy 


OUR kind anxiety for my health and E 


is more than, in my opinion, they ae 


both worth: without the former, the latter W's: 
a burden; and, indeed, I am very weary e 
it, Ithink I have got ſome benefit by drink i 

i 


ing theſe waters, and by bathing, for my ol 


ſlit 
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105 theumatic limbs; for 1 delieve I could 
ow outcrawl a ſnail, or perhaps even a tortoiſe. 


Ius been in ſome ſcrapes ; but he will get tri- 
Iimphantly out of my by dint of ſtrength 
id reſolutions. 
Tam, with great nth and eſteem, 
Your molt faithful, humble ſervant, 
= CHESTERFIELD, 


ä 


L TK. K;. COCKS: 
Baths November the Sth, x 169. 
MADAM, 


12 
which you quote from a letter of mine 
Mrs du- Bouchet, and ſee no reaſon yet to 
tract that opinion, in general, which at leaſt 
neteen widows in twenty had authoriſed, I 


ant, 
ELD 


had ſeen you but twice or thrice; and I had 


u have done, from other widows, ſo much, 


| hope the boys are well. Phil, I dare ſay, ; 


REMEMBER very well he paragraph. 


ad not then the pleaſure of your acquaintance; 
preaſon to think that you would deviate, as 
to put perpetual ſhackles upon yourſelf for 


lake of your children: but (if I may uſe a 
atter Wzaciſm) one ſwallow makes no ſummer: 


eary (if 1ghteous were formerly neceſſary to fave _ 
dini, and they could not be found; fo, till 
my ol ind four more ſuch righteous widows as 


flit „ 


5 — —— 
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yourſelf, I ſhall entertain my former notion 
of widowhood in general. 
| can aſſure you that I drink here very ſo 
berly and cautiouſly, and at the ſame time 
keep ſo cool a diet, that I do not find the leaf 
ſymptom of heat, much leſs of inflammation 
By the way, I never had that complaint, i 
_ conſequence of having drank theſe waters 
for I have had it but four times, and alwayg 
in the middle of ſummer. Mr Hawkins i; 
timorous, even to N and oy ſiſter de 
lights i in them. _ 
| Charles will be a ſcholar, if you pleaſe; by 
our little Philip, without being one, will b. 
ſomething or other as good, though I do ng 
yet gueſs what. I am not of the opinion ge 
nerally entertained in this country, that mai 


lives by Greek and Latin alone; that is, b Hoy 
knowing a great many words of two dead lau mod 
guages, which nobody living knows perfect. ſpire 
and which are of no uſe in the common in havi. 
tercourſe of life. Uſeful knowledge, in mM dite 
opinion, conſiſts of modern languages, hiſtory tan 
and geography; ſome Latin may be throveYf i 
into the bargain, in compliance with cuſto bor 
and for cloſet-· am uſement. bine 
Jou are, by this time, certainly Es wit they 
this long letter, which I could prove to 50% Oaks 


from Horace's own words (for I am a c 
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to be a bad one; he ſays, That water-drinkers 

can write nothing good : ſo I am, with real 

truth and eſteem, _ LT 

Your moſt faithful, humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. | 


4 TT: © RR -CCCXCH.- 
| . Bath, October the gth, 1750. 
MADAM, 5 . 
Au extremely obliged to you for the kind 
part which you take in my health and 
life. As to the latter, I am as indifferent my- 
ſelf, as any other body can be: but as to the 
former, I confeſs care and anxiety ; for, while 
| am to crawl upon this Planet, I would will- 
all ingly enjoy the health at leaſt of an infect. 
bY How far theſe waters will reſtore me to that 
moderate degree of health, which alone I a- 
ſpire at, 1 have not yet given them a fair trial, 
baving drank them but one week; the only 
bifference J hitherto find is, that I ſleep better 
VV 
beg that you will neither give yourſelf, 
nor Mr Fitzhugh, much trouble about the 
Pne-plants; for, as it is three years before 
they fruit, I might as well, at my age, plant 
Oaks, and hope to have the advantage of their 
umber: however, ſomebody or other, God 
You: TY G's knows 


go: LORD CHESTERFIELD", 
knows who, will eat them, as ſomebody ot 
other will fell and ſell the Oaks I planted five. | 


and-forty years ago. 


, I hope our boys are well; ny reſpefs to them | 
_.- 


1 with the 8 truth, 
Tour faithful, humble ſervant, 
Sers 


- 
* 


* | ecexem. : 


Bath, November the àth, 1770. 


-M ADAM, 
HE pol has been more favourable to you 
than I intended it ſhould; for, upon 
my 3 I anſwered your form letter, the [ 
poſt after I had received it. However you have 
got a loſs, as we ſay ſometimes in Ireland. © 0 
My friends, from time to tine, require bills I cord 
of health from me, in theſe ſuſpicious times, ff 
when the Plague is buſy i in ſome parts of Eu · I bein 
rope. All I can ſay, in anſwer to their kind | 
inquiries, 1s, that I have not the diſtemper give 
properly called the Plague; but that I have al I: 
the plagues of old - age, and of a ſhattered car-WM fon 
caſe. Theſe waters have done me what little I von 
- good I expected from them; though by no 
means what I could have wiſhed, for I wiſhed 
them to be ler e. eaux de Fouvence. 


= 
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I had a letter, the other day, from our two 
boys: Charles's was very finely written, and 
Philin's very prettily. They are perfectly well, 
and ſay that they want nothing: What grown- 

| up people will, or can, fay as much? 

I am, with the trueſt efteem, 

Madam, 

Your moſt faithful ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
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Bath, oaober the 27th, 1771. 
MADAM, 


[] PON my word you intereſt yourſelf in 
the ſtate of my exiſtence more than I 
do myſelf ; for it is worth the care of neither 
of us. I ordered my valet de chambre, ac- 
_ cording to your orders, to inform you of my 
aſe arrival here; to which I can add nothing, 
being neither better nor worſe than I was then. 
I am very glad that our MAIER are well, Pray 
give them the incloſed. _ „ 
lam not at all ſurpriſed at Mr ——-'s conver- 
on; for he was, at ſeventeen, the idol of old 
women, for his gravity, devotion, and dulneſs. 5 
Jam, Madam, 5 

Your moſt faithful, humble ſervant, 


| CHESTERFIELD. 
3 0:6 2: L E T- 
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L 0-8-.K oc . 
To Charles and Philip: Stanhope, 


Bath, October the 25th, 1571. 
No a few days ago, two the beſt 
written letters that ever I ſaw in my life; 
the one ſigned Charles Stanhope, the other 
Philip Stanhope. As for you, Charles, I did | 
not wonder at it; for you will take pains, and 
are a lover of letters: but you idle rogue, you | 
Phil, how came you to write ſo well, that one 
can almoſt ſay of you two, et cantare pares et 
reſpondere parati ? ? Charles will explain is 
Latin to you, 

I am told, Phil, that you have got a nick- 
name at ſchool, from your intimacy with 
' Maſter Strange ways; and that they call you 
Maſter Strangerways ; for, to be ſure, you 
are a ſtrange boy. I; this true? 
Tell me what you would have me bring 
you both from hence, and I will bring it you 
when I come to town, In the mean time, 

God bleſs you both! _ 1 

i CHESTERFIELD, 
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The A&T of PLEASING: 


ſn a Series of LETTERs * from the EARL of 
CHESTERFIELD. to Maſter. STANHOPE.. 


— — EY 
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Wi DEAR LITTLE Bor, Bab. 
UR correſpondence has hitherto been 

very deſultory and various. My letters: 
have had little or no relation to each o- 
ther, and I endeavoured toſuit them to your age 
nd paſſion for vanity. I conſidered you as a 
child, and trifled with you accordingly ; and, 
Itho' I cannot yet look upon you as a man, I ſhall: 
confider you as being capable of ſome ſerious 
election. You are now above half a man; 
ad, before * _ age is doubled, you 
will 
4 Theſe 1 kividg deen Winden to Mr Stanhope at 
nearly age, ſhould have occupied a place in the firſt vo- 
ume, could they have been properly incorporated with the 
general ſeries; But in that caſs, the intervening dates of 
lther letters would. have occaſioned ſeparations where con- 
eftion had been peculiarly ſtudied. His Lordſhip in an 
arneſt manner deſires his Son to preſerve theſe letters by 
ſemſelves for particular and frequent peruſal: And in gu- 


biking them, it appeared no leſs proper to preſent them to 
ir reader by themſclves in a diſtinct and unbroken ſeries. 


N 
' 
i 
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which, it muſt be owned, they poſſeſs alma 
excluſively: They have ſtudied it the moi 
and they practiſe it the beſt. I ſhall, therefore 
often borrow their expreſſions in the followin 
letters, as anſwering my ideas better than an 
I can find in 7 own language. 
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- be quite a man: Therefore, Pauls ne ; 
canamus. e b 
Iou already know your gien ind mo. 

ral duties, which indeed are exceedingly ſin. of. 
ple and plain. The former conſiſts in fearing his 
and loving your Creator; and in obſerving E m2) 
laws, which he has written in every man ent 
heart, and which your conſcience will alva dan 
remind you of, if you give it but a fair hear und 
ing: The latter, I mean your moral duties miſe 
are fully contained in theſe few words, Do ol | 
you would be done by. Your claſſical knowledge ven 
others more able than myſelf will inſtruct yo [ wr 

in. There remains, therefore, nothing i. . 

Jui te 


which I can be uſeful to you, except to com 


municate to your youth and inexperience vb “ 
along obſervation, and knowled ge of the world quite 


enables me to give you. _ mucl 
F ſhall, then, for the future, write you a [ link 
ries of letters, which I deſire you will rea 'mp 


twice over, and keep by you, upon the duty and d 
the utility, and the means, of pleaſing, that! 


of being what the French call aimable, an? 


Re 


LETTERS TO His SON. zey 


Remember this, and fix it in your mind, 
That whoever is not aimadle, is in truth nobody 
a} all, with regard to the general intercourie- 
of life: His learning is pedantry, and even 
| his virtue has no luſtre. Perhaps my ſubject. 
may oblige me to ſay things above your pre- 
ſent forte: but, in proportion as your under- 
landing opens and extends itſelf, you will 
underſtand them; and then, Hac olim memi- 
nie juvabit. | 

] preſume you will not 3 clegancy, or 
tren accuracy, in letters of this kind, which 
| write fingly for your uſe, I give you my 
vater juſt as it occurs to me. May i it be uſe- 
Wu! to you. 
P. S. If you were in 1 os. it Deals 
10M quite turn your little head; bere would be ſo. 

much of your dear vanity, that you would 
{Mibiok rather leſs, if poſſible, than moſt of the 

company, who! Gunter away their whole time, 
and do in revert 


1 * r n KL 
MY DEAR LITTLE BOY, 8 Bath, Ft 
THE defire of being pleaſed 1s univerſal ; 
the deſire of pleaſing ſhould be 70 500. 
bis included in that great and fundamental 
punciple of moralicy, of doing to others what 
one. 


r 
8 3 — 2 0... 


310 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


one wiſhes they ſhould do to us. There dre 


rich, the powerful, too often beſtow their ſa- 


| beſtow their ſcraps upon their dogs; ſo as nei. 
ther to oblige man nor dogs. It is no wonder 
if favours, benefits, and even charities, thus 
| beſtowed ungraciouſty, ſhould be as coldly 


to relieve the diſtreſſes and miſeries of our fel. 


indeed ſome moral duties of a much higher 
nature, but none of a more aimiable; and! 


do not heſitate to place it at the head of what 
Cicero calls the lenrores virtutes. » 


The benevolent and feeling heart performs 


this duty with pleafure, and in a manner that 


gives it at the ſame time: but the great, the 


vours upon their inferiors, in the manner they 


and faintly acknowledged. Gratitude is a bur- 
den upon our imperfect nature; and we ate 


but too willing to eaſe ourſelves of it, or at] 
| leaſt to lighten it as much as we can. 


The manner, therefore, of conferring fa- 
yours or. benefits, is, as to pleaſing, almoſt 
as important as the matter itſelf. Take care, 


: then, never to throw away the obligations, 
which perhaps you may have it in your power 
to confer upon others, by an air of inſolent 
protection, or by a cold and comfortleſs man- 
ner, which ſtifles them in their birth. Hu- 
manity inclines, religion requires, and our 


moral duties oblige us, as far as we are able, 
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low creatures: but this is not all; for a true 
heart-felt benevolence and tenderneſs will 
prompt us to contribute what we can to their 
zaſe, their amuſement, and their pleaſure, as 
cr as innocently we may. Let us then not 
only ſcatter beneſits, but even ſtrow flowers 
for our fellow- travellers, in the rugged ways 
of this wretched world. . 
There are ſome, and but too many in ch 
country particularly, who, without the leaſt 
iiible taint of ill: nature or malevolence, ſeem 
to be totally indifferent, and do not ſhew the 
WH caſt deſire to pleaſe; as, on the other hand, 
ey never deſignedly offend. Whether this 
- Wl proceeds from a lazy, negligent, and liſtleſs 
liſpoſition, from a gloomy and melancholic 
nature, from ill health, low ſpirits, or from 
a ſecret and ſullen pride ariſing from the con- 
ſciouſneſs of their boaſted liberty and inde- 
pendency, is hard to determine, conſidering 
thevarious movements of the human heart, and 
tie wonderful errors of the human head, But, 
be the cauſe what it will, that neutrality, 
vbich is the effect of it, makes theſe people, 
as neutralities do, deſpicable, and mere blanks 
i ſociety. They would ſurely be rouſed from 


vi i their indifference, if they would ſeriouſly con- 
90 lder the infinite utility of Pleaſi ing ; which I 
wh 


all do in my next. 


LE T. 
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; A the utility of pleaſing ſeems to be al. 
rather hint it to you, than dwell upon it. The 


places his (perhaps) fmall ſtock of merit at 
great intereſt. What vaſt returns, then, muſt} 


bring in? A prudent uſurer would with tran- 
Shore place his laft ſhilling at ſuch nterelt 
and upon fo ſolid a ſecurity. | 
as many friends as he does acquaintances : [ 
but not ſach ſentimental friends as Pylades of 
Oreſtes, Niſus and Euryalus, &c. but he vill 
make people in general with him well, an 


fiſtent with their own :ntereſt. 


ſing, and is the reſult'of good-nature and ol 


5 acquired by a minute attention to, and expe 


L X T E AR M. 


MY DEAR LITTLE BOY, | Bath, 


moſt a ſelf-evident propoſition, I ſhall 


perſon who manifeſts a conſtant defire to pleaſe, 


real merit, when thus adorned, neceffarily 


The man who is amiable, will make almoſt 


mean in the current acceptation of the word; 


inclined to ſerve him in any thing not incon 
Civility is the eſſential article towards ple: 


good · ſenſe: but good-breeding is the decora 
tion, the luſtre, of civility ; and only to be 


rience of, good company. A good: natutet 


N an or lor, hunter may be intentionall 
a 
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as civil as the politeſt courtier ; but their man- 
ner often degrades and vilifies their matter; 
whereas, in good- breeding, the manner always 
adorns and dignifies the matter to ſuch a de- 
I cree, that I have often known it give cur- 
rency to baſe coin. We may truly ſay, in 
this caſe, mat eriem ſuperat opus. 

Civility is often attended by a ceremoni- 
ouſneſs, which good-breeding correas, but 
will not quite aboliſh. A. certain degree of 
ceremony is a neceſſary outwork of manners, 
2 well as of religion: It keeps the forward 
and petulant at a proper diſtance, and is a very 
1 {mall reſtraint to the ſenfible and to the well 
bed part of the world. We find in the Tale 
of a Tub, that Peter had too much pomp and 
ceremony, Fack too little: but Martin's con- 
duct ſeems to be a good rule for both worſhip 
and manners; and good-ſenfe and good-breed- 
ng purſue this true medium. In my next, L 
Hall conſider the means of pleaſing. 


P.S. I am very ſorry 1 can han you no 
reniſon this year; but I have no doe veniſon 
this time, the ſeaſon has been ſo unfavourable. 
You muſt celebrate your natal day this year. 
vithout it, which you will do beſt by reflec- 
ting that you are now ten years old, and that 
jou have no time to loſe in trifling childiſh 
aſlipation. You muſt apply now, or never. 


VoL. IV. D d 17 E T. 


great weakneſs of the mind, and an egregious 
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ur DEAR LITTLE BOY, | Bath, th 
HE means of pleaſing vary according to Ml b. 
time, place, and perſon ; but the general eco 


rule is the trite one, Endeavour to pleaſe, and ; 
you will infallibly pleaſe to a certain degree: ¶ thi 


conſtantly ſhow a defire to pleaſe, and you will W wu 


engage people's ſelf-love in your intereſt; a va 


moſt powerful advocate. This, as indeed al. ane 
moſt every thing elſe, depends on attention, MW mi 


or more properly les attentions : Be, therefore, MI the 


minutely attentive to the circumſtances of Ml to i 


time, place, and perſon ; or you may hap- ef! 
pen to offend, where you intend to pleaſe ; W vas 
for people, in what touches themſelves, make IM but 
no allowances for ſlips or inadvertencies. ano 
To be diftrait in company is unpardonable, W quit 
and implies a contempt for it, and is not leſs Ml othe 
ridiculous than offenſive. There is little dif- Nef? 
| ference between a dead man, and a diftrait ; Ml pan) 
what difference there is, is entirely to the ad- itter 
vantage of the former, whoſe inſenſibility IM fly 
every body fees is not voluntary. Some . no 
people, moſt abſurdly, affect diſtraction, as be m 
thinking that it implies deep thought and ſu - I. 
perior wiſdom: but they are greatly miſtaken; JW! 
for every body knows, that, if natural, it is " [ 
lects 


folly 
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uſing the ſenſes which he has, would wiſh 


company. 
Be you then attentive to the moſt trifling 


thing that paſſes where you are; have, as the 
vulgar phraſe is, your eyes and your ears al- 
ways about you. It is a very fooliſn thought, 


and a very common ſaying, I really did not 
mind it, or © I was thinking of quite ano- 
ther thing at that time.” The proper anſwer 
to ſuch ingenious excuſes, and which admits 


of no reply, is, Why did you not mind it? you 


was preſent when it was ſaid or done. Oh! 
but (you may ſay) you was thinking of quite 


42 23233 


quite another place proper for that important 


other thing which you ſay you was thinking 
. of? But you will ſay, perhaps, that the com- 
: Wl pany was ſo filly that it did not deſerve your 
. ittention : That, I am ſure, is the ſaying of a 
y vlly man; for a man of ſenſe knows that there 


s no company ſo filly, that ſome uſe may not 
be made of by attention. 


You ſhould have (and it is to be bad, if 


)us 


lly rom = that, 


folly affected. A wiſe man, inſtead of not 


them all to be multiplied, in order to ſee and 
hear, at once, whatever is faid or one: in 


another thing: If fo, why was you not in 


jou pleaſe) a verſability in attention, which 
jou may inſtantaneouſly apply to different ob- 
jects and perſons as they occur. Remember, 


— 3 
> — 5 
— ——— 98 — n - 20 
— u__—__ — — —ͤ! 4 — 
— ——— ä N — = — TE — ——— —— — 
tl ˖———— — — .. n — 


— — 
= - — —— ——— - 
— - —— — — — 
— c 
= 


1 
Wy 
wil | 
11 
4 
? 1 
il 
Wer 
NW | 

1 

1e 

, 


V 2 2 7 r SO * ? 
£44 * r x - Eoin carr ESP OOF 7 Sega b _ * 
2 — — n 
—ͤ D era Se ah EB 


2 * - SS. 


316 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


that, without theſe attentions, you will never 
be fit to live in good company, nor indeed in 
any company at all; and the beſt thing you can 
do will be to turn Chartreux. When you 
preſent yourſelf, or are preſented, for the firſt 
time in company, ſtudy to make the firſt im- 
preſſion you give of yourſelf as advantageous WI ”* 
as poſſible. This you can ouly do at firſt, by WM © 


. what ſolid people commonly call triſles, which WE 


-_ , Gt, et, — — * ae 


are air, dreſs, and addreſs, Here invoke the bon 
aſliſtance of the graces : Even that filly article I wh 
of dreſs is no trifle upon theſe occaſions. run 

Never be the firſt nor the laſt in the faſhion, Wl {4 
Wear as fine cloaths as men of your rank com- alw 
monly do, and rather better than worſe ; and MW © 


when you are well dreſſed once a-day, do not Ml Pre 


De Eee a ra ro one 
* 
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be 


ſeem to know that you have any cloaths on at inſi 
all, but let your motions be as eaſy as they — 
could be in Jour night- gown. A top values 
himſelf 122: u mew; but à man of tenſe Wilt | 

not neglect it in his youth at leaſt. The great - MY 
elt fop I ever ſaw, was at the ſame time the 85 
greateſt ſloven ; for it is an affected ſingula- 

rity of dreſs, be it of what fort it will, that I hav: 
conſtitutes a fop, and every body will prefer I m 
an overdreſſed fop to a flovenly one. Let your om 
addreſs, when you firſt come into company, be calm 
modeſt, but without the leaſt baſhfulneſs ot bud 
ſheepiſnneſs; ſteady, without impudence; and 
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ynembarraſſed, as if you were in your own 
room. This is a difficult point to hit, and 


company, can poſhbly give it. 


A young man without knowledge of the 


world, when he firſt goes into faſhionable: 


company, where moſt are his ſuperiors, is 
commonly either annihilated by mauvai/e 
honte, or, if he roufes and laſhes himſelf up to 
what he only thinks a modeſt aſſurance, he. 
runs into impudence and abſurdity, and con- 
ſequently offends, inſtead of pleaſing. Have 


always, as much as you can, that air de dou- 
ceur, which never fails to make favourable im- 


preſſions,. provided it be equally free from * 


| 

( 

4 * ſmile or. a 8 ſmirk. 
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MY DEAR LITTLE BOY, Bath, 


diſputative turn, which too many people 


tom others, maintain it only with modeſty, 
calmneſs, and gentleneſs; but never be eager, 
loud, or clamorous; and, when you find your 


therefore deſerves great attention; nothing but 
a long uſage in the world, and in the beſt 


AREFULLY avoid an argumentative and: | 


have, and ſome even value themſelves upon, in 
company: and, when. your opinion differs 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD; 


end to the diſpute by ſome genteel badinage. 
For, take it for granted, if the two beſt friends 
in the world diſpute with eagerneſs upon the 
moſt trifling ſubject imaginable, they will, for in 
the time, find a momentary alienation from each eo 
other. Diſputes upon any ſubject, are a ſort Hof 
of trial of the underſtanding, and muſt end in WM be 
the mortification of one or other of the diſ- bet 
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6 putants. On the other hand, I am far from au 
| meaning that you ſhould give an univerſal aſ- bo. 
3 ſent to all that you. hear ſaid in company; WM vil 
| ſuch an aſſent would be mean, and in ſome M zre 
caſes criminal; but blame with 1 0 

and cortect with douceur. _ ple 

It is impoſſible for a man of ſenſe not to ef 

have a contempt for fools, and for a man of peo 

| honour not to have an abhorrence of knaves; thor 

but you muſt gain upon yourſelf, ſo as not tote, 

diſcover either in their full extent. They are, Mile 

I fear, too great a majority to contend with; Heal 

and their number makes them formidable, Mecomp 

though not reſpectable. They common)yMſeput 

hang together, for the mutual uſe they makeMlter 

of each other. Shew them a reſerved civility: / 

and let them not exiſt with regard to you. Doſſſdc of 

not play off the fool, as is too commonly done Za 

by would-be wits, nor ſhock the knave unn, Hilo. 

ceſſarily, but Has as little as poſſible to de vera 

with either; and remember always, han vil] 
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whoever contracts a friendſhip with a knave or 
a fool, has ſomething bad to do or to conceal. 
A young man, eſpecially at his firſt entering 
into the world, is generally judged of by the 
company he keeps; and it is a very fair way 
of judging : and though you will not, at firſt, 
be able to make your way, perhaps, into the 


belt company, it is always in your power to 


woid bad. It may be that you will aſk me, 


how I define good and bad company? and 1 


ill do it as well as I can; for it is of the 
greateſt importance to know the difference. 

Good company conſiſts of a number of peo- 
ple of a certain faſhion, (I do not mean birth, ). 


people of ſenſe and of decent characters; in 


nu epatation of a little common ſenſe, and the 
akeMWitter that of ſome common honeſty. But, 


ity Plura nitent, like Horace, you muſt not 


DoMWb: offended Paucis maculis. 
Bad company is, whatever is not generally 


kveral gradations in this as in the other; and 
Kill be impoſſible for you, in the common 


of whom the majority are reckoned to be 


ſhort, of thoſe who are allowed univerſally to 
be, and are called, good company. It is poſ- 
üble, nay probable, that a fool or two may 
lneak, or a knave or two intrude, into ſuch . 
le, Mcompany; the former in hopes of getting the 


lowed to be good company: but there are 


courſe. 
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courſe of life, not to fall ſometimes into bad 
company; but get out of it as ſoon and ag D 
well as you can. There are ſome companies 
| ſo blaſted and ſcandalous, that to have been 
with them twice, would hurt your character by 
both as to virtue and parts; ſuch is the com- 


| "IF 5 un 
| pany of bullies, ſharpers, jockies, and low 50 
| debauchees either in wine or women, not to N ne 
} mention fools. On the other hand, do not, | 50 
while young, declaim and preach againſt gen 


them like a Capuchin: you are not ealled up- fiel 
on to be a repairer of wrongs or a reformer of WM 
manners. Let your own be pure, and leave WM ,;q 
others to the contempt or e they de» W ther 
ome. -- ſee! 
'There is a third fort of eompany, which, ing 
without being ſcandalous, is vilifying and de- vo 
grading; I mean, what is called /ow- com- 
pany, which young men of birth and faſhion, 
at their firſt appearance in the world, are too 
apt to like, from a degree of baſhfulnels, 
mauvaiſe honte, and lazineſs, which is not 
eaſily rubbed off. If you ſink into this ſort of 
company but for one year, you will never 
emerge from it, but remain as obſcure and 
inſignificant as they are themſelves. Vanity 
is alſo a great inducement to keep low com- 
pany ; for a man of quality is ſure to be the 
fürſt man in it, and to be admired and by 
| tele 


tered though, perhaps the greateſt fool in it. 
Do not think I mean, by low company, peo- 
ple of no birth; for birth goes for nothing 
with me, nor, I hope, with you: but I mean, 


I by low company, obſcure, inſignificant people, 
unknown and unſeen in the polite part of the 
world, and diſtinguiſhed by no one particular 


rerit or talent, unleſs perhaps by ſoaking 
nd fitting out their evenings, for drinking is 
generally the dull and indecent occupation of 
ſuch company. 

There is another fort of company which I 


then, (but ſeldom), there may be no harm in 


bows in the world with the ſtrongeſt animal» 
ſpirits, If from mere curioſity you go into 
ſuch company, do not wear in it a ſevere, phi- 


nicth, but content yourſelf with acting a very 
nferior part in it; contract no familiarity 


frank, Gc. but uſe rather a more ceremoni- 


for 
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viſh you to avoid in general, though, now and 


ſeeing it; I mean the company of wags, wit- 
lings, buffoons, mimics, and merry -fellows, 
who are all of them commonly the dulleſt fel- 


blophical face of contempt of their illiberal 


vith any of the performers, which would give 
them claims upon you that you could not 
with decency either fatisfy or reject: Call none 
ak them by their Chriſtian names, as Jack, 
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for nothing keeps forward and petulantpi Pippin 


at a proper diſtance ſo Kaas + as a little 
ceremony. as 
TER mul 
| _ mt 
r 
MY DEAR LITTLE BOY, | YT In 
WA company 1s more eaſily defined than . 
good: what is bad, muſt ſtrike every body . 
at firſt ſight; folly, knavery, and profligacy, M 
can never be miitaken for wit, honour, and 7 

decency. Bad company have 

1 I but in good, tber 


are ſeveral gradations from good to the beſt; 
merely good, is rather free from objections 
than deſerving of praiſe. Aim at the beſt; 
but what is the beſt? I take it to be thoſe ſo- 
cieties of men or women, or a mixture ot 
both, where great politeneſs, good - breeding 
and deceney, though perhaps not Os: virtue 
prevail. 
Women of faſhion and character, 16d 


mean abſolutely unblemiſhed, are a neccflar + 
Ingredient in the compoſition of good com. 4 


pany : the attention which they require, and 
which 1s always paid them by well-bred men, 
keeps up politeneſs, and gives a habit of good 

breeding; whereas men, when they live to 
gether without the lenitive of women in com- 

0 pany 
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ny, are apt to grow careleſs, negligent, and 
rough, among one another. In company, 
gwery woman is every man's ſuperior, and 
nuſt be addreſſed with reſpect, nay more, 
With flattery, and you need not fear making 
it too ſtrong: ſuch flattery is not mean on 
your part, nor pernicious to them; for it 
can never give them a greater opinion of their 
beauty or their ſenſe than they had before: 
therefore make the doſe ſtrong; it will be 
geedily ſwallowed. T1 
Women ſtamp the character, faſhionable _ 
or unfaſhionable, of all young men at their 
firſt appearance in the world. Bribe them 
with minute attentions, good-breeding, and 
fatrery : I have often known their proclama- 
jon give a value and currency to baſe coin 
enough; and, conſequently, it will add a 
fre to the trueſt ſterling. Women, though 
therwiſe called ſenfible, have all of them 
ore or leſs weakneſs, ſingularities, whims, 
nd humours, eſpecially vanity : ſtudy atten- 
rely all their failings; gratify them as far as 
jou can; nay, flatter them, and ſacrifice your 
wn little humours for them. Young men are 
0 apt to ſhew a diſlike, not to ſay an aver- 
on and contempt, for old and ugly women ; 
ich is both impolite and injudicious, for 
dere is a reſpectful politeneſs due to the whole 
He | 85 fer 
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ſex. Beſides, the ugly and the old, having ee 
the leaſt to do themſelves, are jealous of being int 
deſpiſed, and never forgive it; and I id th: 
ſuppoſe caſes, in which you would defire their | 
friendſhip, or at leaſt their neutrality. Let it WI bee 
be a rule with you never to ſhow that con- cor 
tempt which very often you will have, and wich ul 
reaſon, for a human creature; for it will never WM cle 
be forgiven. An injury is ſooner pardoned ma 


than an inſult. | FW che 
| mat 
e rr 
e pea) 
MY DEAR LITTLE BOY, Babs, MI" 
I you have not command enough over your- Who 
ſelf to conquer your humours, as I hope the 
you will, and as I am ſure every rational crea: whe 
ture may have, never go into company while ids 
the fit of ill bumour is upon you. Inſtead of aug 


company's diverting you in thoſe moments, 
you will diſpleaſe, and probably ſhock them; bl 
and you will part worſe friends than you met: 
But whenever you find in yourſelf a diſpoſi 
tion to ſullenneſs, contradiction, or teſtinels 
it will be in vain to ſeek for a cure abroad. 
Stay at home; let your humour ferment, and 
work itſelf off. Chearfulneſs and good-hu- 
mour are of all qualifications the moſt amiable 


in company ; ſor, though they do not ne- 
cel 


gels: 
(ttur; 
ell | 
Jou h 
Ve 
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cefarily imply good-nature and good-breed- 
ing, they act them, at leaſt, very well, and 
that is all that 1s required in mixed company. 
I have indeed known ſome very ill- natured 
people, who were very good-humoured in 
company; but I never knew any body gene- 
rally ill- humoured in company, who was not 
eſſentially ill- natured. When there is no 
nalevolence in the heart, there is always a 
cheerfulneſs and eaſe in the countenance and 
manners. By good- humour and cheerſulneſs, 
lam far from meaning noiſy mirth and loud 
peals of laughter, which are the diſtinguiſhing 
charaCteriſtics of rhe vulgar and of the ill- bred, 
whoſe mirth is a kind of ſtorm. Obſerve it, 
the vulgar often laugh, but never ſmile ; 
whereas, well-bred people often ſmile, but 
kidom laugh. A witty thing never excited 
laughter; it pleaſes only the mind, and never 
torts the countenance: A glaring abſurdity, 


ts 

al 2 blunder, a filly accident, and thoſe things 

etü bat are generally called comical, may excite 
öl. N laugh, though never a loud nor a long one, 

ee mong well bred- bred people. 


Sudden paſſion is called ſhort-lived 21 


and": it is a madneſs, indeed; but the fits of it 
hu - Mieturn fo often in choleric people, that it marx 
able ell be called a continual madneſs. Should 


jou happen to be of this unfortunate diſpoſi- 
Vol. IV. E e tion, 
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tion, which God forbid, make it your eon | 
ſtant ſtudy to ſubdue, or at leaſt to check, 
it. When you find your choler riſing, reſolve 
neither to ſpeak to nor anſwer the perſon who 
_ excites it; bur ſtay till you find it ſubſiding, 
and then ſpeak deliberately. I have known 
many people, who, by the rapidity of their | 
ſpeech, have run away with themſelves into a 
| Paſſion. I will mention to you a trifling, and 
; perbaps, you will think, a ridiculous receipt, 


towards checking the exceſs of paſſion, of . 
which I think that I have experienced the uti. 0 0 
lity myſelf. Do every thing in minuet-time; 5 
ſpeak, think, and move, always in that mes. 
ſure, equally free from the dulneſs of ſlow, or * 
the hurry or huddle of quick, time. This 10 


movement will moreover allow you ſome mo- 
ments to think forwards, and the Graces to wh 
accompany what you ſay or do; for they are 
never repreſented as either running or dozing, On 
Obſerve a man in a paſſion; ſee his eyes gla- 
ring, his ſace inflamed, his limbs trembling, 
and his tongue flammeting and faultering with 
rage; and then aſk yourſelf calmly, whether 
upon any account you would be that human 
wild-beaſt. Such creatures are hated anc 


dreaded in all companies, where they are | = 
. looſe, as people do not chuſe to be expoſed tt ho ih 
the diſagreeable neceffity of either knocking, " 


dow } 
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town thoſe brutes, or being» knocked down 
by them. Do you, on the contrary, endea- 
vour to be cool and ſteady upon all occa- 
ions; the advantages of ſuch a ſteady calm- 
neſs are innumerable, and would be tob te- 
dious to relate. It may be acquired by care 
and rellection; if it could not, that reaſon 
which liftinguiſhes men from brutes, would 
be given us to very little purpoſe : As a proot 
of this, I never ſaw, and ſcarcely ever heard 
of, a quaker in a paſſion. In truth, there is, 
in that ſet, a decorum, and decency, and an 
amiable ſimplicity, that I know in no other. 
Having mentioned the Graces in this letter, 
| cannot end it, without recommending to you, 
molt earneſtly, the advice of the wifeſt of the an- 
tients, to ſacrifice to them devoutly and daily: : 
When they are propitious, they adorn every 
thing, a engage every body. But are they 
to be acquired? Yes, to a certain degree, by 
attention, and obſervation, and aſſiduous wor- 
ſhip, Nature, I admit, muſt firſt have made 
jou capable of adopting them; and then ob- 
ſervation and imitation wil make them, in. 
time, your own. 
There are graces of the mind, as well as of 
the body: the former give an engaging turn 
o the thoughts and the expreſſions; the latter 
to the motions, attitudes, and addreſs. No 
E e 2 man 
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man perhaps ever poſſeſſed them all. He WM ! 
'8 would be too happy that did. But, if you | 
will attentively obſerve thoſe graceful and en- | 
| gaging manners which pleaſe you moſt in o- | 
ther people, you may eaſily collect what will b 
pleaſe others in you, and engage the majority Ml * 

of the graces on your fide ; inſure the caſting f 

vote, and be returned aimable. There ace * 

people whom the Precicuſe of Moliere very la 

juſtly, though very affectedly, calls les anti- WM © 

podes des races ; if theſe unhappy people are b 

formed by Nature invincibly mauf/ades and 

aukward, they ate to be pitied rather than “ 

blamed or ridiculed. But Nature has difin- WW Pe 

herited few people to that degree. | N 

| f a 
LATTER WR. 

MY DEAR LITTLE BOY, Bath, yo1 


F God gives you wit, which I am not ſure oc 
that I with you, unleſs he gives you, at the mc 
ſame time, at leaſt an equal portion of judge- ſho 
ment to keep it in good order, wear it like 
your ſword in the ſcabbard, and do not bran 
diſh it to the terror of the whole company. I 
vou have real wit, it will flow ſpontaneoul}y; 
and you need not aim at it: for, in that cafe, 
the rule of the goſpel is reverſed ; and it wil 

| Fo 
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prove, Seek, and you ſhall not find. Wit is a 
ſhining quality that every body admires: molt 
people aim at it; all people fear it; and few 
love it, unleſs in themſelves. A man mult 
have a good ſhare of wit himſelf, to endure a 
great ſhare in another. When wit exerts it- 
ſelf in ſatire, it is a moſt malignant diſtemper : 
wit, it is true, may be ſhown in ſatire ; but 
ſatire does not conſtitute wit, as many ima- 
gine. A man of wit ought to find a thouſand | 
better occaſions of ſhowing it. | 
Abſtain, therefore, molt carefully from ſa- 
tire: which, though it fall on no particular 
perſon in company, and momentarily, from 
the malignancy of the human heart, pleaſes 
all; yet, upon reflection, it frightens all too. 
Lvery one thinks it may be his turn next; and 
will hate you for what he finds you could ſay 
of him, more than be obliged to you for what 
you do not ſay. Fear and hatred are next- 
ure door neighbours: the more wit you have, the 
the more good-natuxe and politeneſs you mult 
ge · ſhow, to induce people to pardon your ſupe- 
likely riority 3 for that is no eaſy matter. Learn to 
an- ſhrink yourſelf to the ſize of the company you 
. I ate in. Take their tone, whatever it may be, 
ally Ml and excel in it, if you can; but never pretend 
caſeſ te give the tone. A fine converſation will no 


will 22 2 Bü | Þ 
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mote bear a di mnt than a free government 
wall, 

The character of a man of wit is a a ſhining 
one, that every man would have, if he could, 
though it is often attended with ſome incon- | 
veniences: The dulleſt alderman ever aims at Ml |! 
it; cracks his dull joke, and thinks, or at leaſt Hat 
hopes, that it is wit: But the denomination is C. 
always formidable, and very often ridiculous. Wl vi 
Theſe titular wits have commonly much leſs MW ©: 
wit than petulance and preſumptio«: They W thc 
are at beſt the Rieurs de leur quartier, in be 
which narrow ſphere oF are at once feared ma 
and admired. bot 

You will perhaps afk me, and july How, WM ii 
conſidering the deluſion of ſelf-Jove and vani- WM !ub 
ty, from which no man living is abſolutely . 
free, you ſhall know whether you have wit I {ar 


or not? To which the beſt anſwer I can 7 
give you is, Not to truſt to the voice of your W very 
own judgment, for it: will deceive you; nor toi nd 

pour ears, which will always greedily receive bec; 
flattery, if you are worth being flattered; but I ind 

_ truſt only to your eyes, and read in the coun __ 

tenances of good company their approbation 

or diflike of what you ſay. Obſerve carefully 
too, whether you are ſought for, ſolicitedſ vy 


and in a manner preſſed into good companys 


But even all this wall not | abſolutely aſcertain 
your 
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your wit; therefore do not, upon this eneou- 
ngement, flaſh your wit in peoples faces a ri— 
cochets, in the ſhape of bons es; e 
ſmart repartees. 

Appear to have rather leſs, than more, wit 
than you really have. A wile man will live 
x leaſt as much within his wit as his income. 
Content yourſelf with good ſenſe and reaſon, 
which at the long run are ever ſure to pleaſe 
every body who has either; if wit comes into 
the bargain, welcome it, but never invite it. 
Bear this truth always in your mind, That you 
may be admired for your wit, if you have any; 
but that nothing but good ſenſe and good qua- 
ities can make you be beloved: They are 
ſubſtantial every-day's wear. Wit is fer 4e 
jur de Cala, where people 80 aa to by 
lared at. 

P. S. I received your laſt letter, u hich is 
rery well written. I ſhall ſee you next week, 
nd bring you ſome pretty things from hence; 
becauſe I am told you are a very good bo Ys. 
but end have learned "uy well. 


9 


1 


1. E 'T F E IX. 
MY DEAR LITTLE „ Bath, 
"HERE is a ſpecies of minor wit, "which i is 
much uſed, aud much more abuſed ; I mean 
rails 
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begun, but very ſeldom inoffenſively ended: 
for that depends upon the raille, who, if he 
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raillery. It is a moſt miſchievous and dange. 


' rous weapon, when in unſkilful. or clumſy f 
hands; and it. is much ſafer to let it quite alone t 


than to play with it; and yet almoſt every . 


body do play with it, though they fee daily WM ; 
the quarrels and heart-burnings that it occa- 
ſions. In truth, it implies a ſuppoſed fuperi- Wl ;j 
_ ority in the railleur to the raille ; which no th: 


man likes even the ſuſpicion of in his own ge 


caſe, though it may divert him in other people, gr 


An innocent raillerie is often inoffenſively 


cannot defend himſelf, will grow brutal; and, MW bu 


| it he can, very poſſibly his railleur baffled be- mit 


comes ſo. It 1s a fort of trial of wit, in which v 
no man can bear to have bis e made an 
Appear. | fot 
The character of a railleur is more e def 
feared and more heartily bated than any one. int 
I know, that, in the world, the injuſtice of ai of 
bad man is ſooner forgiven, than the inſults ic; 
of a witty one; the former only hurts one's 
liberty and property, but the latter hurts and 


mortifies that ſecret pride which no human 

| breaſt is free from. I will allow, that there is call. 
a ſort of raillery which may not only be inof cor 
fenſive, but even flattering; as when, by a fucc 
genteel irony, you accuſe people of thoſe im- but 


Pet 
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perkections which they are moſt notoriouſly 
free from, and conſequently inſinuate that 
they poſſeſs the contrary virtues. You may 


 faſely call Ariſtides a knave, or a very hand- 1 


| ſome woman an ugly one: Take care, how- 

ever, that neither the man's character nor 
the lady's beauty be in the leaſt doubtful. But 
this fort of raillery requires a very light and 
ſleady hand to adminiſter it. A little too 
ſtrong, it may be miſtaken into an offence ; 
and a little too ſmooth, it may be thought a 
lneer, which is a moſt odious thing. | 
There is another ſort, I will not call it Wit, 
but Merriment and Buffoonry; which is, mi- 
micry, The moſt ſucceſsful mimic in the 
world is always the moſt abſurd fellow, and 
m ape is infinitely his ſuperior. His profeſ- 
fon is to imitate and ridicule thoſe natural 
defects and deformities for which no man is 
in the leaſt accountable, and, in the imitation 
ok which he makes himſelf, for the time, as 
Gfagreeable and ſhocking as thoſe he mimics. 
but I will ſay no more of thoſe creatures who 
only amuſe the loweſt rabble of mankind. _ 
There is another ſort of human animals, 
called Wags, whoſe profeſſion is to make the 
company laugh immoderately, and who always 
ucceed, provided the company conſiſt of fools z 
but who are equally * in finding 
that 
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that they never can alter a muſcle in the face 
of a man of ſenſe. This is a moſt contempti. 
ble character, and never eſteemed even by 


| thoſe who are filly enough to be diverted by 


them. 


Be content for yourſelf with found good | 


8 tene, and good manners; and let wit be 
thrown into the bargain, where it is proper 


and inoffenſive. Good ſenſe will make you | 


be eſteemed; good manners, beloved; wit 
gives a luſtre to both. In whatever company 
you happen to be, whatever pleaſures you are 


engaged in, though perhaps not of a very lau- 
dable kind, take care to preſerve a great per- 


ſonal dignity: I do not in the leaſt mean a 
pride of birth and rank, that would be too 
| filly; but I mean a dignity of character. Let 
your moral character of honeſty and honour 
be unblemiſhed, and even unſuſpected. I 
have known ſome people dignity even their 
vices, firſt, by never boaſting of them; and, 
next, by not practiſing them in af illiberal 
and indecent manner. If they were addicted 
to women, they never degraded and dirtied 
themſelves in the company of infamous pro- 


ſtitutes: If they loved drinking too well, they | 


did not practiſe that beaſtly vice in beaſtly 
companies; ; but with thoſe whoſe good bu— 
mour in ſome degree feemed to excuſe it, 
though 
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though nothing can juſtify. it. When you ſee 

z drunken man, as probably you will ſee 

many, ſtudy him with attention, and aſk your- 

felt ſoberly, Whether you would, upon any 
| account, be that beaſt, that diſgrace to human 
reaſon, The Lacedemonians very wiſely made 
their ſlaves drunk, to deter their children from 
being ſo; and with good effect, for no body 
erer yet heard of a Lacedemonian drunk. _ 


3 


1. r $::Þ7 R 4 


MY DEAR LITTLE Bor. Fah, 
F there is a lawful and proper object of rail- 
© lery, it ſeems to be a coxcomb, as an uſurp- 


: er of the common rights of mankind. But 
t bere ſome precauricas are neceflary. Some 
r vit, and great preſumption, conſtitute a cox- 
I cab; for a true coxcomb muſt have wit. The 
ir noſt conſummate coxcomb I ever knew was a 


1, nan of the moſt wit; but whoſe wit, boaſted 
al Wl vith preſumption, made him too big for any 
ed company, where he always uſurped the feat of 
ed empire, and crowded out common ſenſe. 
5 Raillery ſeems to be a proper rod for theſe 
offenders; but great caution and ſkill are ne- 
cellary in the uſe of it, or you may happen to 
catch a 'Tartar, as they call it, and then the 
laughter will be againſt you. The beſt way 
VV»',l with 
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with theſe - people is to let them quite alone, 
and give them rope enough. 


On the other hand, there are many, pad | 
perhaps more, who ſuffer from their timidity 
and mauvaiſe honte, which ſink them infinitely | 


below their level. Timidity is generally ta- 
ken for ſtupidity ; which, for the moſt part, 


it is not, but proceeds from want of educa- - 
t Addiſon was the 


tion in good company. 
moſt timid and awkward man I ever ſaw; and 


no wonder, for he had been wholly cloiſtered 
up in the cells of Oxford till he was five and 


twenty years old. La Bruyere ſays, and there 


is a great deal of truth in it, Qu ne vaut 


dans ce monde que ce que l'on veut valor ; for, 
in this reſpect, mankind ſhew great indul- 
gence, and value people. at pretty near the 


price they ſet on them(clves, if it be not ex- 


orbitant. 


IcCould with you to have a 1 3 
aſſurance, with great ſeeming modeſty, never 


demonte, and never forward. Very awkward 
timid people, who have not been uſed to keep 


good company, are either ridiculouſly baſhful, 


or abſurdly impudent. I have known many a 
man 1mpudent from ſhamefacedneſs, endea- 


vouring to act a reaſonable aſſurance, and 


laſhing himſelf to what he imagincd to be a 


proper and eaſy behaviour. A very timid 


Paſhful 
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baſhful man 1s annihilated | in good company, 
eſpecially of his ſuperiors: he does not know 
what he ſays or does; and it is a ridiculous 
zgitation, both of body and mind. Avoid 
both extremes, and endeavour to poſſeſs your- 
ſelf with coolneſs and ſteadineſs: Speak to the 
King with full as little concern, though with ö 
more reſpect, as ou would to your equals. 
This is the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of a 
gentleman and a man of the world. 
The way to acquire this moſt neceſſary be- 
haviour is, as J have told you before, to keep 
company, whatever difficulty it may coſt you 
at firſt, with your ſuperiors and with women 


many young people do, in low or bad com- 

pany, in order to avoid the reſtraint of good- 
breeding. It is, I confeſs, a very difficult, 
_ {Woot to ſay an impoſſible, thing, for a young 
did man, at his firſt appearance in the world, and 
ver WM unuſed to the ways and manners of it, not to 
ard Ide diſconcerted and embarraſſed, when he 
ep I frſt enters what is called the beſt company. 
ful, ke ſees that they ſtare at him; and, if they 

Ma happen to laugh, he is ſure they laugh at him. 
dea - This awkwardneſs is not to be blamed, as it 


modeſt diffidence of himſelf, and a conſciouſ- 


neſs of not yet knowing the modes and man- 
Vol. IV. 5 ners 


of faſhion, inſtead of taking refuge, as too 


alten proceeds from laudable cauſes, froma 
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ners of good company. But let him perſevere | 


with a becoming modeſty ; and he will find, 


that all people of good - nature and good. breed. 
ing will, at firſt, help him out, inſtead of 


laughing at him; and then a very little uſage 


of the world, and an attentive obſervation, 
will ſoon give him a proper knowledge of it. 


It is the characteriſtic of low and bad com- 


pany, which commonly conſiſts of wags and 


witlings, to laugh and diſconcert, and, as they 
call it, bamboozle a young fellow of ingenuous 
modeſty. - You will tell me, perhaps, that, to 


do all this, one muſt have a good ſhare of va- | 


nity. I grant it: but the great point is, Ne 
quid nimis; for I fear Monſieur de la Roche- 
foucault's maxim is too true, Que la vertue 
niroit pas loin, ſi la vanite ne lui tenoit com- 


pagnie. A man who deſpairs of pleaſing, will 
never pleaſe; a man that is ſure that he ſhall 


always pleaſe wherever he goes, is a coxcomb; 


but the man who hopes and endeavours to 


pleaſe, will moſt infallibly pleaſe. 


L 'E TT x3 
MY DEAR LITTLE BoY, FEST: Bath, 


To egotiſm 1s the moſt uſual and favourite 


ſig ure of moſt people” $ Thetoric, and 5 
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hope you will never adopt, but, 'on the con- 
trary, moſt ſcrupulouſly avoid. Nothing is 
more diſagreeable or irkſome to the company, 
than to hear a man either praiſing or condemn- 
ing himſelf; for both proceed from the ſame 
motive, vanity. I would allow no man to 
ſpeak of himſelf, unleſs in a court of juſtice, 
in his own defence, or as a witneſs. Shall a 
man ſpeak in his own praiſe? No; the hero 
of his own little tale always puzzles and dif- 
guſts the company, who do not know what to 
ſay or how to look. Shall he blame himſelf? 
No; vanity is as much the motive of his con- 
demnation as of his panegyric. 

I have known many people take ſhame to 
themſelves, and, with a modeſt contrition, 
confeſs themſelves guilty of moſt of the car- 
dinal virtues. They have ſuch a weakneſs in 
their nature, that they cannot help being too 
much moved with the misfortunes and miſe- 
ries of their fellow-creatures, which they feel 
perhaps more, but, at leaſt, as much as they 
do their own. Their generoſity, they are ſen- 
ible, is imprudence; for they are apt to carry 
it too far, from the weak, the irreſiſtible bene- 
hicence of their nature. They are poſſibly too 
jealous of their honour, too iraſcible when they 
rite WM think it is touched; and this proceeds from 
ich their unhappy Warm con ſtitution, which makes 

im oo = oe 
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them too ſenfible upon that point; and ſo on, of 
alu the virtues, poſhbly.—A. poor trick, and a 
. as inſtance of human vanity, and What 
defeats its own purpoſe ! 


Do you be fure never to ſpeak of yourſelf, 
for yourſelf, nor againft yourſelf; but let your 
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character ſpeak for you: Whatever that ſays, 

„ill be believed; but whatever you fay of it, - 
wijl not be believed, and only make you odious WM 
and ridiculous, - Be conſtantly on your guard . 
againſt the various ſnares and effects of vanity , 
and ſelf love. It is impoſſible to extinguiſh 94 
them ; they are, without exception, in every M 
koman breaſt; and, in the preſent ſtate of na · 5 
ture, it is very right it ſhould be ſo: But en- * 
deavour to keep within due bounds, which is IM © 
_ very poſſible. In this caſe, diſſimulation is th 
meritorious, and the ſeeming modeſty of the Wy 
hero or the patriot adorns their other virtues. al 
Vanity is the more odious and ſhocking to | Ss 
every body; becauſe every body, without ex- ub 
ception, has vanity z and two vanities can ne- au. 
ver love one another, any more than, accord- E g 
ing to the vulgar ſaying, two of a trade can. 6 
I you defire to pleaſe men and women, ad- 1 
direſs yourſelf to their paſſions and weakneſſesz I 1 
gain their bearts, and then let their reaſon do | * 
Us worſt againſt you. M 
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Ji. DB TR. . 
MY DEAR LITTLE BOY, Bath, 

I Know that you are generous and benevo- 
ent in your nature: but that, though the 
principal point, is not quite enough; you muſt 
ſeem ſo too. I do not mean oſtentatiouſly ;- 
but do not be aſhamed, as many young fel- 
lows are, of owning the laudable ſentiments 
of good nature and humanity which you really 
feel, I have known many young men who 
defired to be reckoned men of ſpirit, affect a 
hardneſs and unfeelingneſs, which in reality 
they never had; their converſation is in the de- 
eilve and menacing tone; they are for break 
ing bones, throwing people out of windows, 
cutting off ears, &c. and all theſe fine decla- 
| rations they ratify with horrid and ſilly oaths; _ 
ll this-to be thought men of ſpirit. Aſtoniſh- 
ing error:this! which neceſſarily reduces them 
to this dilemma: If they really mean what they 
ay, they are brutes; and if they do not, they 
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$ re fools for ſaying it. This, however, is a 
. ommon character among young men. Care- 
k fully avoid this contagion, and content your- 
*. ſelt with being calmly and mildly reſolute 


and ſteady when you are throughly convinced 
bu are in the right; for this is a true ſpirit, 

T. WM bat is commonly called in the world a man 
F f. 3 or 
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or a woman of ſpirit, are the two moſt deteſta. 
_ and moſt dangerous animals that inhabit 
TXT hey are wrong headed, captious, jealous, 

of Gen g without reafon, and defending with 
as little. The man of ſpirit has immediate re. 
courſe to his ſword, and the woman of ſpirit 
to her tongue; and it is bard to ſay, which of 
the two is the moſt miſchievous weapon. It is 
too uſual a thing in many companies, to take 
the tone of ſcandal and defamation; ſome gra- 
tiky their malice, and others think they ſhew 
their wit by it: but I hope you will never ad- 
opt this tone. On the contrary, do you al- 
ways take the favourable fide of the queſtion; 


and, wichout an offenfive and flat contradic- 


tion, ſeem to doubt, and repreſent the uncer- 
tainty of reports, where private malice 1s at 
leaſt very apt to mingle itſelf. This candid and 
temperate behaviour will pleaſe the whole un- 

candid company, though a ſort of gentle con- 
tradiction to their unfavourable infinuations, 


as it makes them hope chey may in their tuin 


find an advocate in you-— | 
There is another kind of W often 
uſed! in company; which is, to throw out hints 


and inſinuations, only applicable to, and felt 
by, one or two perſons in the company, who 
are conſcquently both embarraſſed and angry, 
and the more 10 as they are unwilling to ſhew 

that 
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that they apply thoſe hints to themſelves. Have 
a watch over yourſelf, never to ſay any thing 
that either the whole company, or any one per- 
ſon in it, can reaſonably or probably take ill; 
and remember the French ſaying, qu'il ne faut 
pas parler de corde dans la maiſon d un pendu. 
Good -· nature univerſally charms, even thoſe 
who have none; and it is impoſhble to be ai- 
nable without both the reality ana the "_ 
ance e of! it. 


nn 3 
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L Bon 6 MG; 
MY DEAR LITTLE BOY, 
[HAVE more than once recommended to you, 
in the courſe of our correſpondence, Atten- 
tion; but I ſhall frequently recur to that ſub- 
ja, which is as inexhauſtible as it is import- 
ant. Attend carefully, in the firſt place, to 
human nature in general, which is pretty much 
the fame m all human creatures; and varies 
chiefly by modes, habits, education, and ex- 
ample. Analyſe, and, if I may uſe the expreſ- 
ten preſſion, anatomiſe it: ſtudy your own, and 
nis that will lead you to know other people's: 
felt carefully obſerve the words, the looks and ge- 
vhoM flures, of the whole company you are in; and 
"ry ietain all their little ſingularities, humours, 
jew ales, aflections, and antipathies; which will 
that | enable 
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enable you to pleaſe or avoid.them, occaſion. 
ally, as your judgment may direct you, 
I will give you the molt trifling inſtance of 
this that can be imagined, and yet will be 
ſure to pleaſe. If you invite any body to din- 
ner, you ſhould take care to provide thoſe things 
which you have obſerved them to like more 
particularly, and not to have thoſe things 
which you know they have an antipathy to. 
Theſe trifling things go a great way in the att 
of pleaſing; and the more fo, from being ſo 
trifling, that they are flattering proofs of your 


regard to thoſe perſons. Theſe things are 


what the French call des attentions ; which, 
to do them juitice, they ſtudy and pradtiſe 
more than any people in Europe. 

Attend to, and look at, whoever ſpeaks to 
you; and never ſeem diſtrait or reveur, as if 
you did not hear them at all; for nothing is 
more contemptible, and conſequently more 


ſhocking. It is true, you will by this means} 


olten be obliged to attend to things not worth 
any body's attention; but it. is a neceſſary ſa- 
crifice to be made to good manners in ſociety. 
A minute attention is alſo neceſſary to time, 

place, and character: a bon mot in one com- 
pany is not ſo in another; but, on the con 
tracy, may prove, offenſive. Never joke with 


thoſe whom you oblerue to be at the time pen. 
ive 
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fre and grave; and, on the other hand, do 
not preach and moraliſe in a company full of 
mirth and gaiety. Many people come into 
company full of what they intend to ſay in it 
themſelves, without the leaſt regard to others; 
and, thus charged up to the muzzle, are re- 
ſolved to let it off at any rate. I knewa man 
who had a ſtory about a gun, which he thought 
z good one, and that he told it very well. He 
tried all means in the world to turn the con- 
verſation upon guns; but, if he failed in his 
zttempt, he ſtarted in his chair, and ſaid he 
heard a gun fired: but when the company 
lured him they heard no ſuch thing, he an- 
ſwered, Perhaps then I was miſtaken; but, 
however, ſince we are talking of guns and 
then told his An to the great indignation of 
the company. 


b Become, as far as with 6 innocence and ho- 
nel ur you can, all things to all men, and you 
nz vill gain a great many friends. Have des 
u venances too, and fay or do what you 
* judge before - hand will be moſt agreeable to 
ty them, without their hinting at or expecting 


it, It would be endleſs to ſpecify the num- 
terleſs opportunities a man has of pleaſing, if 
e will but make uſe of them: your good- 
ſenſe will ſuggeſt them to you; and your good- 
naure, and even your intereſt, will induce 
| 41 
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you to practiſe them. Great attention is to 
be had to times and ſeaſons. For example, at 
meals, talk often, but never long at a time; for 
the frivolous buſtle of ſervants, and ow the 
more frivolous converſation of the gueſts, 
which chiefly turns upon kitchen-ſtuff and 
celler-ſtuff,, will not hear any long reaſonings 

or relations. Meals are, and were always, 

reckoned the moments of relaxation of the 
mind, and ſacred to eaſy mirth and ſocial 
cbeerfulneſs: Conform to this cuſtom, and 
furniſh your quota of good-humour ; but be 
not induced by example to the frequent exceſs 
of gluttony or intemperance; the former ine-M jou 
vitably produces dulneſs, the latter madneſs. WM jou! 
Obſerve the a propos in every thing you ſay} nu! 
or do. In converſing with thoſe who are much vou 
your ſuperiors, however eaſy and familiar zou don 
may and ought to be with them, preſerve the 
reſpe& that is due to them. Converſe with 
your equals with an eaſy familiarity, and, at 
the ſame time, great civility and decency. 
But too much familiarity, according to the 
old ſaying, often breeds contempt, and ſome- hic 
times quarrels, I know nothing more diff 
cult in common behaviour than to fix due 
| bounds to familiarity : too little implies a 
unſociable formality; too much deſtroys friend 
ly and ſocial intercourſe. The beſt rule I cal 
| | 81¹7 
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zive you to manage familiarity, is, Never to be 
more familiar with any body than you would 
be willing, and even wiſh, that he ſhould be 
with you. On the other hand, aveid that un- 
comfortable reſerve and coldneſs which is ge- 
nerally the ſhield of cunning, or the protec- 
tion of dulneſs. The Italian maxim is a wiſe 
one, 71 volto ſciolto, i penſiert ſtretti ; that is, 
Let your countenance be open, and your 
thoughts be cloſe. To your inferiors . you 
ſhould uſe an hearty benevolence in your words. 
ind actions, inſtead of a refined politeneſs, 
vhich would be apt to make them ſuſpect that 
you rather laughed at them: For example, 
your civility to a mere country-gentleman 
muſt be in a very different way to what you 
vould uſe to a man of the world; your recep- 
ton of him ſhould ſeem hearty, and rather 
arſe, to relieve him from the embarrafiment 

ak his own mauvaiſe honte. Have attention 
tren in the company of fools; for, though 


cy. they are fools, they may, perhaps, drop or 
the epeat ſomething worth your knowing, and 
ne-{Wvhich you may profit by. Never talk your 
in Ibeſt in the company of fools ; for they would 


tot underſtand you, and would perhaps ſuſ- 
ect that you jeered them, as they commonly 
all it: but talk only the plaineſt common 
knſe to them; and very gravely, for there is 
no 


be ſure to offend. 


343 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


no jeſting nor badinage with them. Upon the | 
whole, with attention, and les attentions, you 
will be ſure to pleaſe z without them, you will 


1 T3. x 
| | OI 
MY DEAR FRIEND, ET. th 


| Oleg avoid all a Uther of = : 
body or of mind. It is a very true and g. 
a very trite obſervation, That no man 1s ridi. 1 
ceulous for being what he really is, but for af. 10 
fecting to be what he is not. No man is auk- 
ward by nature, but by affecting to be genteel. MM 40 
1 have known many a man of common ſenſe i ge. 


paſs generally for a fool, becauſe he affected ah. 
a degree of wit that God had denied him. A = 
plough man is by no means aukward in the ex- 5 
_ erciſe of his trade, but would be exceedingly ny 
ridiculous if he attempted the air and graces = 
of a man of faſhion. You learned to dance 2 7 
but it was not for the ſake of dancing ; it was har 
to bring your air and motions back to what "WM 
they would naturally have been, if they bad * 
had fair play, and had not been warped in UP 
youth by bad examples and aukward imital ©. 
tions of other boys. 105 
Nature may be cultivated and improved, * 
voth- as to the W. and the mind: but it is * 


nov 
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not to be extinguiſhed by art; and all enden 
vours of that Kod are abſurd, and an inex- 
prellible fund for ridicule. Your body and 


mind muſt be at eaſe, to be agreeable; but 


alfectation is a particular reſtraint, under 
which no man can be genteel in his carriage, 
or pleaſing in his converſation, Do you 
think your motions would be eaſy or gracetul, 
if you wore the cloaths of another man much 
lenderer or taller than yourſelf ? Certainly 
It is the ſame thing with the mind; if 
you affect a character that does not fit you, 
and that nature never intended for you. But 
do not miſtake, and think that it follows from 
hence, that you ſhould exhibit your whole 
character to the public, becauſe it is your na- 
tural one. No; many things muſt be ſup- 


peeled, and many things concealed, in the beſt 


character: never force nature; but it is by 
no means neceflary to ſhew it all,” 
Difcretion muſt come to your aſliſtance, 
that ſure and fafe guide through life; diſcre- 
tion, that necellarg companion to reaſon, and 
tne uſeful garde ſeu, it J may uſe the ex- 
preſſion, to wit and imagination. Diſcretion - 
points out the a propos, the decorum, the ne 
quid nimis, and will carry a man with mode- 
ate parts farther than the moſt ſhining parts 
would without it. It is another word for 
VoL. IV. Ge Judg- 
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Judgment, though not quite ſynonymous to it, 
Judgment is not upon all occaſions required, 
but diſcretton always is. Never affect nor aſ- 
ſume a particular character; for it will never 


fit you, but will probably give you a ridicule; MW 


leave it to your conduct, your virtues, your 


morals, and your manners, to give you one. 


Diſcretion will teach you to have particular 


attention to your m@urs, which we have no 
one word in our language to expreſs exactly. 


Morals are too much, manners too little, 
Decency comes the neareſt to it, though ra- 
ther ſhort of it. Cicero's word decorum is 
properly the thing ; and I ſee no reaſon why 
that expreſſive word ſhould not be adopted and 
naturalized in our language; 1 have never 
: ſcrupled uſing it in that ſenſe, 
A propos of words. Study your own lan- 
guage more carefully than moſt people do: 


get a habit of ſpeaking it with propriety and 


elegance; for nothing is more diſagreeable 
than to hear a gentleman talk the barbariſms, 
the ſoleciſms, and the vulgariſms, of porters. 


Avoid, on the other hand, a ſtiff and for- 


mal accuracy, eſpecially what the women 
call hard words, when plain ones as expreſſive 


are at hand. The French make it their ſtudy 


bien narrer, but are apt narrer trop: a and with 


too affected an elegancy. 
The 
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The three commoneſt topics of Uifevurſe 
are, religion, politics, and news. All peo- 
ple think they underſtand the two firſt per- 
fectly, though they never ſtudied either; and 
are therefore very apt to talk both dogmatical- 
ly and ignorantly, conſequently with warmth : 
But religion 1s by no means a proper ſubject 
of converſation in a mixed company; it ſhould 
only be treated among a very few people of 
learning, for mutual inſtruction. It is too 
awful and reſpeCtable a ſubject to become a 
familiar one. Therefore never mingle your- 
{cit in it any farther, than to expreſs an uni- 
verſal toleration to all errors in it, if conſcien- 
tiouſly entertained : for, every man has as 
good a right to think as he does, as you have 


help it. 


As for politics, they are ſtill more univer- 
ally underſtood : and as every one thinks his 
private intereſt more or leſs concerned in them, 
nobody heſitates to pronounce decifively upon 
them ; not even the ladies, the copiouſneſs of 
whoſe eloquence is more to be admired than 
the concluliveneſs of their logic. It will be 
e MW Þpoſlible for you to avoid engaging in theſe 
y converſations, for there are hardly any others: 
h but take care to do it coolly, and with great 

zood-humour ; and whenever you find that 
* | * G 8 2 | the 


to think as you do; na. in truth, he cannot ; 
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the company begin to be heated, and noifyfor 
the good of their country, be only a patient 
hearer, unleſs you can interpoſe by ſome a- 
greeable badinage, and reſtore good-humour 
to the company. And here I cannot help ob- 
ſerving to you, that nothing is more uſeful ei- 
ther to put off or to parry diſagreeable and | 
_ puzzling affairs, than a good-humoured and 
genteel badinage : I have found it ſo by long | 
experience. But this badinage muſt not be | 
carried to mauvaiſe plaiſanterie : it muſt be 
light, without being frivolous; ſenfible, with— 
out being ſententious; and, in ſhort, have 
that je ne ſcais quci which every Holy icels, 
and no body deſcribes 
I ſhall now ſor a time ſu! ſpend the courſe of 
theſe letters; but 2s the kar is inexhauſti- 
ble, I ſhall occaſionally reſume it: In the mean 
time, believe, that a man who does not gene- 
rally pleaſe, is nobody; and that a conſtant en- 
deavour to pleaſe, will intallibly n to a 
certain degree at leaſt. 
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Some Account of the GOVERNMENT 
of the Republic of the Seven United 
Provinces. "OY 


HE Beternmem of the Republic of the 
Seven United Provinces is thought by 
many to be Democratical : but it is merely 
Ariſtocratical “; the people not having the 
leaſt ſhare in it, either themſelves, or by re- 
preſentatives of their own chuſing ; they have 
nothing to do but to pay and grumble, _ 
The Sovereign Power is commonly thought 
to be in the States- Genera], as they are call- 
ed, reſiding at the Hagues. It is no ſuch thing; 
they are only limited Deputies, obliged to con- 
ſult their Conſtituents upon every point of 
any importance that occurs. It is very true, 
that the Sovereign Power is lodged in the 
States General : but who are thoſe States 
General? Not thoſe who are commonly called 
ſo; but the Senate, Council, or Vrootſchaps, 


call 
: The members of the Senate, or Vrootſchaps, were origi- | 
nally elected by the Burghers in general, and often a tumul- 
tuous aſſembly: but now, for near two hundred years, the 
Vrootſchaps found means to perſuade the people, that theſe 
elections were troubleſume and dangerous; and kindly took 
vpon themſelves to elect their own Members, upon vacan- 
Ges ; and to keep their own body full, without troubling the 


people with an election: it was then that ths Ariſtocraoy. 
was cſtabliſhed, 


Hague, who are conſtantly aſſembled there; 
who are commonly called the States General, n 


5 —x̃ ̃ —Lvl³ůů—ů——ů n e 


that treaty Sub Spe Rati, knew well enough, that, conſidering 


ters the States, 
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call it what you will, of every town, in every M6 
Province that ſends Deputics to the Provincial th 
States of the ſaid Province. 'Theſe V reetſchaps gin 
are in truth the States General; but were they 


to aſſemble, they would amount, for ought 1 . 
know, to two or three thouſand : it is there. bi 
fore for conveniency and difpatch of buſineſs, the 


that every Province ſends Deputies to the 


and in whom many people falſely imagine Nen 
that the Sovereign Power is lodged. Theſe . 
Deputies are choſen by the YVrootſchaps : but My 
their powers are extremely circumſcribed; Mic 
and they can conſent to“ nothing, without WW": 
writing, or returning themſelves, to their ſe- . 


veral conſtituent towns, for inſtructions in that Wi: 1 
particular caſe. They are authoriſed to concur a the 
in matters of order ; that is, to continue things 2 
in the common, current, ordinary train: but W;, -. 


for rome 

1 1 | | as that 
When the Deputies of the States ſigned the Triple Al- reaty, 

| Hance with Sir William Temple, in two or three days time, then t! 
and without conſulting their Principals (however Sir Wil- le un. 
ham Temple values himſelf upon it), in reality they only Ros 
ſigned Sub Spe Rati. The act was not valid; and had it not Wh, cc 
been ratified by the ſeveral Conſtituents of the ſeveral Pro- Nobſtine 


vinces, it had been as non avenu. The Deputies who ſigned Woof 
hlerat) 
would 


on wi 


the nature of the treaty, and the then ſituation of affairs, they 
ſhould not only be wwe, but e of, by their Ma- 


2. 
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{or the leaſt i innovation, the leaſt ſtep out of 
the ordinary courſe, new inſtructions muſt be 
given 3 either to deliberate or to conclude, _ 
Many people are ignorant enough, to take 
I the Province of Holland, ſingly, for the Repu- 
lic of the Seven United Provinces; and when 
they mean to ſpeak of tne Republic, they ſay *, 


Hel 

* When the Province of Holland has once taken an im- 
portant reſolution, of Peace, or War, or Acceſſion to any 
treaty, it is very probable that the other Provinces will come 
into that meaſure, hut by no means certain: i: is often a 
great while firit; and when the little Provinces know that | 
the Province of Holland has their concurrence much at heart, 
they will often annex conditions to itz, as the liitle towns in 
Holland frequently do, when the great ones want their con- 
wirence. As for inflance z when I was ſoliciting the acceſ- 
fon of the Republic to the treaty of Vienna in 1931, which 
the Penſionary Comte Sinzendorf and I had made ſecretly 
a the Hagae, all the towns in Holland came pretty readily 
[into it, except the little town of Bricl ; whoſe Deputies frank- 
ly declared, that they would not give their conſent, till Ma- 
jr ſach-a-one, a very honeſt gentleman of their town, was 
womoted to the rank ef Lieutenant- Colonel; and that as ſoon 
« that was done they would agree, for they approved of the 
reaty. This was accordingly done in two or three days, and 
then they agreed. This is a ſtrong initance of the abſurdity of 
lie nnanimity required, and of the uſe that is often medeof it. 
However, ſhould one, or even two, of che leſſer Provinces, 
who contribute little, and often pay leſs, to the public charge, 
obſtinately and frivolouſly, or perhaps corruptiy, perſiſt in 
oppoſing a. meaſure which Holland and the other more con- 
lerable provinces thought neceſſary and had agreed to, they 
would fend a Deputation to thoſe oppoling Provinces, to rea- 
bn with and perſuade them to concur ; but if this would 
| | not 
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Holland will, or will not, do ſuch a thing: 
but moſt people are ignorant enough to ima- 

gine, that the Province of Holland has a le. 
gal, a conſtitutional power over the other ſix; 
whereas, by the Act of Union, the little Pro- 
vince of Groningen 1s as much Sovereign as 
the Province of Holland. The Seven Pro- 
vinces are Seven diſtinct Sovereignties, con- 
federated together in one Republic; no one 
having any ſuperiority over, or dependence 


upon, any other: nay, in point of precedence, 


Holland 1s but the ſecond, Gueldres being the 
firſt. It is very natural to ſuppoſe, and it is 
very true in fact, that Holland, from its ſu- 
periority of ſtrength and riches, and paying 
5 8 per cent. ſhould have great weight and in- 
fluence 1 in the other fix IL but power 
it has none. 8 

The unanimity, which is conſtitutionally 
3 ſor every act of each Town, and each 
Province, ſeparately; and then for every act 
of the Seven collectively; is denen ſo ab- 


ſurd, | 


not 405 they would, as they have done In many inſtances, 
couelude without them. The ſame thing is done in the Pro- 
vincial States of the reſpective Provinces; where, if one or 
two of the Jeaſt conſiderable towns pertinaciouſly oppoſe à 
neceſſary meaſure, they conclude without them. But as this 
is abſolutely unconſtitutional, it is avoided as much as poF 
fible; and a complete unanimity procured, if it can be, by 


ſuch little conceſſions as that which I have. mentioned to tb 
the Briel Major. | 
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ſurd, and ſo impraCticable in government, 
that one is aſtoniſhed that even the form of 
it has been tolerated ſo long; for the ſubſtance 
is not ſt rictly obſerved: And five Provinces 
vill often conclude, though two diffent, pro- 
ided that Holland and Zeland are two of the 
tre; as fourteen or fifteen of the principal 
owns of Holland will conclude an affair, not- 
vithſtanding the oppoſition of four or five of 
Je leſſer. I cannot help conjecturing, that 
Piliiam the Firſt, Prince of Orange, called 
the Taciturne, the ableſt man, without diſ- | 
pute, of the age he lived in, not excepting | 
eren the Admiral Coligny *, and who had the 
nodelling of the Republic as he pleaſed; 1 
tonjecture, I ſay, that the Prince of Orange 
rould never have ſuffered ſuch an abſurdity | 
o have crippled that government, which he 
vas at the head of, if he had not thought it 
uſeful to himſelf and his family. He covered 
he greateſt ambition with the greateſt mo- 
teſty; and declined the inſignificant outward 
igns, as much as he debired: the ſolid ſub- 


ſtance, | 


lam perſuaded, that had the Taciturne been in the place 8 
the Admiral Coligny, he would never have been prevail- 


Lupon to have come to Paris, and to have put himſelf! into 
poſ· e power of thoſe two monſters of perfidy and cruclty, Ca- 
e, dyn of Medicis and Charles the Ninth. His prudent e- 
0 l 


ee from Flanders is a proof of it; when he rather choſe 
ode Lei gce ſaus terre, than Prince ſons tete. 
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ſtance, of power: Might he not therefore think, a 
that this abſurd, though requiſite unanimity, 0 
made a Stadthouder abſolutely neceſſary, to 0 
render the government practicable ? In which WM 
cuſe he was very ſure the Stadthouder would K 
always be taken out of his family; and he tt 
minded things, not names. The Penſionary + dt 
thinks this conjecture probable; and as weft ® 
were talking the other day, confidentially, fo 
upon this ſubject, we both agreed that this 25 


monſtrous and impraCticable unanimity, re- ?* 
quired by the conſtitution, was alone ſufficient © 
to bring about a Stadthouder, in ſpite of all 8 


the meaſures of the Republican party to pre- 
vent it. He conſeſſed to me, that upon his be 
ing made Penſionary, he entered into ſolemn fen 
ergagements, not to contribute, directly no 
indirectly, to any change of the preſent form 
cf government; and that he would ſcrupu 
louſly obſerve thoſe engagements: but that 
he foreſaw the deſects in their form of govern dn 
ment, and the abuſes crept into every part i d 
it, would infallibly produce a * Stadthouder 


tumultuouſly impoſed upon the Republic ) BY 
| any bon 


1 Monſieur Slingelandt, the ab! oft Miniſter, and the h 
neſteſt man, I ever knew, I may juſtly call him my Frienq e 
my 1 Maſter, an my Guide: For J was then quite new i Let! 
buſincis; he igſtructed me, he loved, he truſted me, 3 
eli 


Ir has fince appeared that he jndged very rightly. 
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an inſurrection of the populace, as in the caſe 


of King William. I told him, that, in my 
opinion, if that were to happen a ſecond time, 
the Stadthouder ſo made would be their 
King T. He ſaid, he believed ſo too; and 


that he had urged all this to the moſt conſi- 


derable Members of the Government, and the 
moſt jealous Republicans. That he had even 
formed a plan, which he had laid before them, 

as the only poſſible one to prevent this im- 
pending danger. That a Stadthouder was 
originally the chief ſpring upon which their 
government turned; and that, if they would 


Vol. IV. V 


And ſo he ought to be now, even for the ſake and pre- 
ſervation of the Seven Provinces. The neceſfary principle 
of a Republic, V:riuc, ſubſiſts no longer there. The great 
riches of private people (though the public is poor) have 


long ago extinguiſhed that principle, and deſtroyed the equa- 


lity neceſlary to a Commonwealth, A Commonwealth is un- 


queltionably, upon paper, the moſt rational and equitabie 


form of government; but it is as unqueſtionably impracti- 
cable, in all countries where riches have introduced luxury 
end a great inequality of conditions. It will only do in thoſe 
Countries that poverty keeps virtuous. In England, it would 
very ſoon grow a tyrannical Ariftocracy ; ſoon afterwards, 
an Oligarchy ; and ſoon after that, an abſolute Monarchy; 
ſrom the ſame cauſes that Denmark in the laſt century be- 
came ſo, The intolerable oppreſſion of the bulk of the people 
from thoſe whom they looked upon as their equals. If the 
young Stadthouder has abilities, he will, when he grows up, 
get all the powers of a limited Monarchy, ſuch as England, 
no matter under what name; and if he is really wiſe, he wilt 
deſire. mo more: if the people are wiſe, they will give it him. 
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have no Stadthouder, they muſt ſubſtitute z 
Juccedaneum. That one part of that ſuccedas 
neum muſt be to aboliſh the unanimity requi- 
red by the preſent form of government, and 
which only a Stadthouder could render practi. 
cable by his influence. That the abuſes which 
were crept into the military part of the go- 
vernment, muſt be corrected; or that they 
alone, if they were ſuffered to go on, would 
make a Stadthouder; in order that the army 
and the navy, which the public paid for, might 
be of ſome uſe, which at preſent they were 
not. That he had laid theſe and many other 
conſiderations of the like nature before them, 
in the hopes of one of theſe two things; ei- 
ther to prevail with them to make a Stadt- 


houder unneceſſary, by a juſt reformation of 


the abuſes of the government, and ſubſtituting 
a majority, or at moſt two thirds, to the 
abſurd and impracticable unanimity now te- 
quiſite; or, if they would not come into 
theſe preventive regulations, that they would 
treat amicably with the Prince of Orange, and 
give him the Stadthouderat, under ſtrict limi- 
tations, and with effectual proviſions for theit 
liberty. But they would liſten to neither of 
theſe expedients: the firſt affected the pri- 
vate intereſts of moſt of the conſiderable peo- 


ple of the s Hepublic whoſe power and profit 
 arols 
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| aroſe from thoſe abuſes; and the ſecond was 


too contrary to the violent paſſions and preju- 
dices of Meſſrs. d'Obdam, Booteſlaer, Halle- 

wyn, and other Heads of the high Republi- 
can party. Upon this, I ſaid to the Penſion- 
ary, that he had fully proved to me, not only 


that there would, but that there ought to be 


a Stadthouder. He replied, © There will 
« moſt certainly be one, and you are young 
« enough to live to ſee it. I hope I ſhall be 
« out of the way firſt; but, if I am not out 
« of the world at that time, T will be out of 

« my place, 2nd paſs the poor remainder of 
« my life in quiet. I only pray that our new 
60 Maſter, whenever we have him, may be 
« gently given us. My friend, the Greffier *, 


* thinks a Stadthouder abſolutely neceſſary to 


« fave the Republic; and ſo do I, as much as 


| © he, if they will not accept of the other ex- 


« pedient ; but we are in very different ſitua- 
„tions; he is under no engagements to the 
“ contrary, and I am.” He then aſked me, 
in confidence, whether I had any e 
n 155 to 


* The Greffier Fagel, who had been Greffier (chat! is, Se- 
eretary of State) above fifty years. He had the deepeſt 
knowledge of buſineſs, and the ſoundeſt judgment, of any 
man I ever knew in my life: but he had not that quick, that 


intuitive ſagacity, which the Penſionary Slingelandt had. He 


has often owned to me, that he thought things were gone too 
lac for any one remedy but a Stadthouder, 
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to promote the Prince of Oranges views and 
intereſt, I told him truly, I had not; but that, 
| however, I would do it, as far as ever J could 


quietly and privately. That he himſelf bad 


convinced me, that it was for the intereſt of 
the Republic, which I honoured and wiſhed 
well to; and alſo that it would be a much 
more efficient Ally to England, under that 
form of government. © I muſt own,” replied 
be, that at preſent we have neither ſtrength, 
e fecrecy, nor diſpatch.” I faid, that I knew 
that but too well, by my own experience: and 


J added (laughing) that I locked upon him | 


as the Prince of Orange's greateft enemy, 
and upon that Prince's violent and impetuous 
enemies + to- be his beſt friends; for that, if 
5 1 

+ Theſe hot-headed Republicans puſhed things with the 
un juſteſt acrimony «gainſt the Prince of Orange. They de- 
nied him his rank in the army; and they kept him out of 


the poſſeſſion of the Marquiſat of Tervere and Fleflingen, | 


which were his own patrimony ; and by theſe means gave 
him the merit with the people, of being unjuſtly oppreſſed. 

Had he been an abler man himſelf, or better adviſed by 0- 
thers, he might have availed himſelf much more ſolidly than 
he did, of the affection, or rather the fury, of the people, in 
nis favour, when they tumultuouſly made him Stadthouder; 
but he did not know the value and importance of thoſe warm 
moments, in which he might have fixed and clinched his 
rower. Dazzled with the ſhow and trappings of power, he 
did ot enough attend to the ante, He Vina f 


_thirg. 
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his (the Penſionary* s) plan were to take place, 


the Prince would have very little hopes. He 
interrupted me here, with ſaying, Ne craignez 


rien, Milord, de ce cote la; mon plan blefſe 
trop Pinteret particulier, pour etre regu 2 8 


ſent que Pamour du public n'exifte plus *. 1 


thought this converſation too remarkable, not 
to write down the heads of it when I came 
home. 


H b 3 The 


the people, in their fury, made him Stadthouder, they deſi- 


form of government. He ſhould have let them. The tu- 


in the caſtle of Louveſtein; where one of the Prince of O- 


much leſs favourable. An affected moderation made him 


+ bough to do much good; and yet ſhe has more power than 


o- authority. Peace and economy, both public and domeſtic, 
5 ſhould, therefore, be the ſole objects of her politics during 


in che minority of her ſon. The public is almoſt a bankrupt : 


er; und her ſon's private fortune extremely encumbered. She 


has ſenſe and ambition: but it is, (till, the ſenſe and ambi- 


93 tion of a woman; -. that is, incon ſequential, . W hat remains to 


be de done, requires a firm, manly, and vigorous mind. 


4 Never fear, my Lord; a plan ſo prejudicial to pri vate in- 


ing. tereſt will not be adopted, where Putriotiſin no longer ſubſids. 


pPrnoa oem B— ——— ¶ ͤ ZEͤU 


thing el which was, to pleaſe every body.: he heard 
every body, begun every thing, and finiſhed nothing. When 


red nothing better than totally to diſſolve the Republican 


multuous love of the populace muſt be ſeized and enjoyed in 
ts firſt tranſports: there is no hoarding of it to uſe upon o- 
caſions; it will not keep. "The moſt conſiderable people of 
tae former government would gladly have compounded for 
their lives, and would have thought themſelves very well off 


' range's predeceſſors. ſent fame of their anceſtors, in times 


loſe that moment. The government is now in a disjointed, 
looſe (tate. Her R. H. the Gouvernante has not power e- 
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The Republic has hardly any Navy at all; 
| the ſingle fund for the Marine being the ſmall 


duties upon exports and imports z. which du-. 


ties are not half collected, by the connivance 
of the Magiſtrates themſelves, who are inte- 


treſted in ſmuggling: ſo that the Republic has 
now no other title, but courteſy, to the name 


of a Maritime Power. Their trade decreaſes 
daily, and their national debt increaſes. I have 


good reaſon to believe, that it amounts to at 


leaſt fifty millions ſterling. 


The decreaſe of their Herring - fiſhery, from. 
what it appears by Monſieur de Wit's Me- 
moirs of Holland, in his time, is ineredible; 
and will be much greater, now we are at laſt. 

' wiſe enough to take our own. Herrings upon 


our own coaſts. 


They do not, now, get by freight one quar- 
ter of what they uſed to get: they were the 


general fea- carriers of all Europe. The a& 
of navigation, paſſed in Cromwell's time, and. 
afterwards confirmed in Charles the IId's, gave 
the firſt blow to that branch of their profit; 


and now we carry more than they do. Their 
only profitable remaining branches of com- 
merce are, their trade to the Eaſt- Indies, 
where they have engroſſed the ſpices; and 
their illicit trade in America from Surinam, 
St e Curagoa, G. 


| "Their 


elf 
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- Their- wooleh and ſilk manufactures bear 
not the leaſt compariſon with ours, neither 1 in 
quantity, quality, nor exportation. + 

Their police is ſtill excellent; and is now 
the only remains of that prudence, vigilance, , 
and good diſcipline, which formerly made 
them clivemed, reſpected, and courted. 


M AX. 


«. . OT. 
\ PROPER ſecrecy is the only myſtery of 
. able men; myſtery is the only ſecrecy 
of weak and cunning ones. 
A man who tells nothing, or who tells all, Al 
will equally have nothing told him. | | 
If a fool knows a ſecret, he tells it becauſe le 
he is a fool; if a knave knows one, he tells it Ml ce 
wherever it is his intereſt to tel] it. But wo- Wl ro 
men, and. young men, are very apt to tell are 
what ſecrets they know, from the vanity of 8 
having been truſted. Truſt none of theſe, I he: 


whenever you can help it. it 
nattention to the preſent bulinels, be it WM ba; 
what! it will; the doing one thing, and think- 1 


ing at the ſame time of another; or the at- 0 
tempting to do two things at once; are the I on! 
never · failing figns of a little, frivolous mind. An 
A man who cannot command his temper, I and 
his attention, and his countenance, ſhould M tim; 


not think of being a man of buſineſs. The V 
weakeſt man in the world can avail himſelf of ¶ dia 
the paſſion of the wiſeſt. The inattentive man to a 

cannot know the buſineſs, and conſequently MW ©? 
cannot do it. And he who cannot command bis 1 

| bis at le 

.* Theſe Marius are referred to in Leiter cc vill 


vol. ili. 
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bis countenance, may e' en as "ww tell his 
thoughts as ſhow them. 


Diſtruſt all thoſe who love you canemely 


upon a very flight acquaintance, and without 
any viſible reaſon. Be upon your guard, too, 
againſt thoſe who confeſs, as their weakneſſes, | 
al the cardinal virtues. 

In your friendſhips, and in your enmities, 
1 your confidence and your hoſtilities have 
certain bounds: make not the former dange- 
rous, nor the latter irreconcileable. There 
are ſtrange viciſſitudes in buſineſs! 


it is commonly ſomething Jongnens and pe 
haps not fo ſure. 

Spirit is now a very faſhionable word : To 
act with Spirit, to ſpeak with Spirit, means 
only, To act raſhly, and to talk indifcreetly. 
An able man ſhows his Spirit by gentle words, 
er; and reſolute actions: he is nete hot nor 
1d Ml timid. | 
he ] When a man of fenſe happens to be in that 
of diſagreeable ſituation, in which he is obliged 
jan to aik himſelf more than once, What ſball I 


ty %? he will anſwer himſelf, Nothing. When 
nd} bis reaſon points out to him no good way, or 


bist leaft no one way leſs bad than another, he 
£1114 vill op ſhort, and wait for light. A little 


Smoothe your way to the head, through the = 
heart. The way of reaſon is a good one; but 


buſy | 
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| buſy mind runs on at all events; muſt be 


doing; and, like a blind horſe, fears no dan. 
gers, becauſe he ſees none. II faut freveir 
 Sennuier. 


Patience is 2 moſt See qualifientica | 
For buſineſs; many a man would rather you 


heard his ftory, than granted his requeſt. 

One muſt ſeem to hear the unreaſonable de- 

mands of the petulant, unmoved, and the te- 
dious details of the dull, untired. That is 

the leaſt price that a man muſt pay for a high 
Ration. © 

It is always ike) to dere a t aal to 


perceive a folly; but it is often very wrong 


to expoſe either. A man of bufinefs ſhould 


always have his eyes open; but muſt often 


ſeem to have them ſhut. 


In X Courts, nobody ſhould be below your 


management and attention: the links that 
form the Court- chain are innumerable and 
inconceivable. You mult hear with patience 


the dull grievances of a Gentleman-U ther, or 


a Page of the Back- ſtairs; who, very probably, 
lies with ſome near relation of the favourite 
Maid of the favourite Miſtreſs: of the favourite 
Miniſter, or perhaps of the King himſelf; and 
who, conſequently, may do you more dark and 


indirect good, or harm, than the firſt man of 


_ 


One! 
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provided you have no perſonal enemies; and, 


in order to have none, you muſt ſacrifice (as 


the Indians do to the Devil) moſt of your paſ- 
| ons, and much of your time, to the number- 


ess evil Beings that infeſt it, in order to pre- 
rent and avert the miſchiefs they can do you; 


A young man, be his merit what it will, 
can never raiſe himſelf z but muſt, like the 


man of great power and intereſt. You muſt 


the next. Miniſters love a perſonal, much 
more than a party attachment. As Kings are 


and perhaps, had they the ſame education, 


ce Wthey might prove like other men. But, flat- 
tred from their cradles, their hearts are cor- 
ly, Wrupted, and their heads are turned, ſo that 
ite Whey ſeem to be a ſpecies by themſelves. No 
cite Wing ever ſaid to himſelf, Homo ſum, nihil 


umani a me alienum puto. 


. * they require grams. 
ne MT. 


One good patron at Court may be ſufficient, 
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ry round the oak, twine himſelf round ſome 


belong to a Miniſter ſome time, before any 
body will belong to you. And an inviolable 

fidelity to that Miniſter, even in his diſgrace, 
vill be meritorious, and recommend you to 


begotten and born like other men, it is to be 
at ¶preſumed that they are of the human ſpecies; 


Flattery cannot be too ſtrong for tbem; 
funk with it from their infancy, like old 


b 
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They prefer a perſonal attachment to a pyh. 
lic ſervice, and reward it better. They are 
vain and weak enough to look upon it as a 


free will offering to their merit, and not as a 


burnt-ſacrifice to their power. 


If you would be a favourite of your King 


addreſs yourſelf to his weakneſſes. An ap- 
plication to his reaſon will ſeldom prove very 
ſucceſsful. 
In Courts, baſhfulneſs and timidity are as 


prejudicial on one hand, as impudence and 


raſhneſs are on the other. A ſteady aſſu- 


rance, and a cool intrepidity, with an exte- 
rior modeſty, are the true and EP me- 


dium. 


cuſtom the Miniſters to reſuſe you ſo often, 
that they will find it eaſy to refuſe you the 


propereſt and moſt reaſonable ones. It is a 
common, but a much miſtaken, rule at Court, 


To aſk for every thing, in order to get ſome: 


thing: you do get ſomething by it, it is true; 


but that lomething i is reſuſals and ridicule. 
There is a Court-jargon, a chit-chat, 
ſmall talk, which turns ſingly upon trifles 
and which in a great many wards fays litt! 
or nothing. It ſtands fools 1 in ſtead of wha 
the 


Never apply for what you ſee very little 
probability of obtaining ; for you wall, by aſk- 
ing improper and unattainable things, ac- 


4 — SY” 
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they cannot ſay, and men of ſenſe inſtead of what 
they ſhould not ſay. It is the proper language of 


Levees, Drawing- rooms, and Antichambers: * 
it is neceſſary to know it. 


Whatever a man is at Court, he muſt be 


genteel and well-bred ; that cloak covers as 
many follies, as that of charity does fins. 1 


knew a man of great quality, and in a great 


ſtation at Court, confidered and reſpected, 
whoſe higheſt character was, that he was 


humbly proud, and genteely dull. 
It is hard to ſay which is the greateſt fool ; 


he who tells the whole truth, or he who tells 
no truth at all. Character is as neceſſary in 
buſineſs as in trade. No man can deceive : 


often 1 in either. 


At Court, people embrace without ac- 
quaintance, ſerve one another without friend- 


ſhip, and injure one another without hatred. 


ſoil. 


A difference of opinion, though in the 
mereſt trifles, alienates little minds, eſpecial- 
ly of high rank. It is full as eaſy to commend 
as to blame a great man's cook or his taylor: 
it is ſhorter too; and the objects are no more 


worth diſputing avout, than the people are 


worth diſputing with. It is impoſlible to in- 


form, but very caly to diſpleaſe, them. 


Vos; IV. 1 A 


Intereſt, not cient, is the growth of ue 
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A cheerful, eaſy countenance and behavi- 


our, are very uſeful at Court: they make fools. 
think you a good-natured man; and they 
make deſigning men think "you an undefign- 

ing one. 

There are ſome een bed in which a man 
muſt tell half his ſecret, in order to conceal 
the reſt; but there is ſeldom one in which 
a man ſhould tell it all. Great ſkill is ne- 
ceſſary to know how far to go, and where to 
ſtop. 


Ceremony is neceſſary in Courts, as the 


coutwork and defence of manners. 
Flattery, though a baſe coin, is the neceſſary 


pocket- money at Court; where, by cuſtom. 


and conſent, it has obtained ſuch a currency, 


that it is no longer a ar ae but a legal, 
payment. 


If a Miniſter refuſes you : a reaſonable re- 


queſt, and either flights or injures you; if 
you have not the power to gratify your reſent- 


ment, have the wiſdom to conceal and diſſem- 


ble it. Seeming good- humour on your part 


may prevent rancour on his, and perhaps 
bring things right again : but if you have the 


| Power to hurt, hint modeſtly, that, if pro- 


voked, you may poſhbly have the will too. 
Fear, when real and well founded, is perhaps 


A more prevailing n motive at Courts than love- 
at 
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the latter. 
Awkwardneſs is a more real diſadvantage 


than it is generally thought to be; it often 


occaſions ridicule, it always leſſens dignity. 


A man's own good- breeding is his beſt ſe- : 


curity againſt other people's ill- manners. 

| Good-breeding carries along with it a dig- 
niry that is reſpected by the moſt petulant : 
Ill- breeding invites and authoriſes the familia- 
rity of the moſt timid. No man ever ſaid a 


flattering one) to Sir Robert Walpole. 
When the old chpped money was called in 


on the edges of the crown-pieces thefe words, 


| i: Decus et Tutamen. That is exactly the caſe 
ef good- breeding. 


: Knowledge may give weight, but accom- 
t pliſnments only give luſtre ; ; and many more 


people ſee than weigh. 
Moſt arts require long tudy and application; 


requires only the defire. 


Itis to be preſumed, that a man of common 
kale, who does not deſire to pleale, deſires 


112 no- 


375 
At Court, many more people can hurt, than 
can help, you; — the former, but engage 


pert thing to the Duke of Marlborough: No 
man ever ſaid a civil one (though many a 


ſor a new coinage in King William's time; 
to prevent the like ſor the future, they ſtamped 


but the moſt uſeful art of all, that of n | 


d \ 2 | 


Jeſs than ſpies. 


I ſhould call un ” Rage d' Afaires, that 
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nothing at all ; ſince he muſt know, that he 
cannot obtain any thing without it. 


A ſkilful Negotiator will moſt carefully di. 
MNinguiſh between the little and the great ob- 
| jects of his buſineſs; and will be as frank and 
open in the former, as he will be ſecret and | 

pertinacious in the latter. 


He will, by his manners and addreſs, en - 


deavour, at leaſt, to make bis public adver- 


ſaries his perſonal friends. He will flatter 


and engage the Man, while he counterworks 


the Minifter; and he will never alienate 


people's minds from him, by wrangling for 
points either abſolutely unattainable or not | 


worth attaining. He will make even a merit 


of giving up what he could not or would not 
carry, and ſell a trifle for a thouſand times its 
value. 


A foreign Miniſter, 1 is concerned in 
great affairs, muſt neceſſarily have ſpies in 
his pay: but he muſt not too eaſily credit their 


informations; which are never exactly true, 
often very falſe. His beſt ſpies will always be 
thoſe whom he does not pay, but whom be has 
engaged in his ſervice by his dexterity and 


addreſs, and who think themſelves nothing 


There is a certain jargon, which, in French, 


1 
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foreign Minifter ought to be perfectly maſter 
of, and may uſe very advantageouſly at great 


entertainments, in mixed companies, and on 
all occaſions where he muſt ſpeak and ſhould 


\ ſay nothing. Well-turned and well-ſpoken, 
| it ſeems to mean ſomething, though in truth it 


means nothing. It is a kind of political ba- 
dinage, which prevents or removes a thouſand 


_ difficulties, to which a foreign 1 is ex- 


poſed in mixed converſations. 

If ever the Yolto ſciolto, and the Peſo eri 
firetti, are neceſſary, they are ſo in theſe af- 
fairs. A grave, dark, reſerved, and myſte- | 


rious air, has fenum in cornu. An even, caſy, 


unembarraſſed one, invites confidence, and 
leaves no room for gueſſes and conjectures. 

Both ſimulation and diſſimulation are abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary for a foreign Miniſter ; and 
yet they muſt ſtop ſhort of falſehood and per- 
fidy: that middle point is the difficult one, 
there ability conſiſts, He muſt often ſeem 
pleaſed, when he is vexed; and grave, when 
he is pleaſed : but he muſt never ſay either; 
that would be talſchood, an indelible ſtain to 
character. 

A foreign Miniſter ſhould be a moſt yy 
economiſt. An expence proportioned to his 
appointments and fortune is necefſary ; but, on 1 
the other hand, debt is inevitable ruin to 0 bim. 

I i 3 It 
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It ſinks him i into diſgrace at the Court where 
he reſides, and into the moſt ſervile and abje& 


dependance on the Court that fent him. Ag 


he cannot reſent ill uſage, he is ſure to have 
enough of it. 


The Duc de Sully obſerves very juſtly, i in 


his Memoirs, that nothing more contributed 
to his riſe, than that prudent œconomy 


which he had obſerved from his youth, and | 


by which he had always a ſum of money be- 
fore-hand in cafe of emergencies. 
It is very difficult to fix the particular point 


of ceconomy ; the beſt error of the two is on | 
the parſimonious ſide. That may * corrected, 


the other cannot. 


The reputation of generoſi ity is to be pur- 
chaſed pretty cheap; it does not depend fo 
much upon a man's general expence, as it 


does upon his giving handſomely where it is 
proper to-give- at all. A man, for inſtance, 


who ſhould give a ſervant four ſhillings, would | 
paſs for covetous, while he who gave him a 


crown, would be reckoned generous : ſo that 
the difference of thoſe two oppoſite characters, 
turns upon one ſhilling. A man's character, 
in that particular, depends a great deal upon 
the report of his own ſervants; a mere trifle 


above common wages, makes their report far 
Vvourable. 


Take 
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Take care always to form your eſtabliſhment 
ſo much within your income, as to leave a ſuf- 
ficient fund for unexpected contingencies 
and a ptudent IVEranty. There is hardly a 
year, in any man's life, 1 in which a ſmall ſum 


of ready money may not be employed to great 


advantage . 


Upon the back of the original is written, in Mr Stan- 


hope's hand, ** Excellent Maxis; but more calculated for 


* the meridian of France or Spain, than of England.“ 
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POLITICAL MAXIMS of ce FI 


NAL de RET z, in his Memoirs; ; and 


the late Earl of CHESTERFIELD) s Re- 


marks. 


- 


Ly a ſouvent de la folie I conjurer; | 


mais il n'y a rien de pareil pour faire 
les gens ſages dans la ſuite, au moins pour quel- 


que tems. Comme le peril dans ces ſortes 
d'affaires dure meme apres les occaſions, Von 
_ eſt prudent et circonſpect dans les momens qui 


les ſuivent. 


2. Un eſprit mediocre, et ſuſceptible par 
conſequent d'injuſtes defiances, eſt de tous les 
caractères celui qui eſt le plus oppoſe à un bon | 
chef de Parti; dont la qualite la plus ſouvent | 


et la plus indiſpenſablement neceſſaire, ett de 


ſupprimer en beaucoup occaſions, et de 
cacher en toutes, les Fan meme les 992 


PO 


legitimes. 


3. Rien r'anime et n'appuie alas un mouve- | 
ment, que le ridicule de celui contre lequel on 


le fait. 


entre des gens qui ſont accoutumes a ſe meler 


dans Jes grandes affaires. 


35 Deſcendre Juſqu aux petits elt le plus 
fur 


4. Le ſecret n eſt pas ſi rare qu on le croit, 
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ſur moien de s 'egaler aux grands. : 


6. La mode qui a du pouvoir en toutes 
choſes, ne Pa ſi ſenſiblement en aucune, qu'à 
etre bien ou mal a la Cour: il y a des tems 
ou la diſgrace eſt une maniere de feu qui pu- 
rifie toutes mauvaiſes qualites, et qui illumine 


toutes les bonnes; il y a des tems ou il ne 
bed pas bien à un honnete homme dere dif- 


7. La ſouffrance aux perſonnes un grand 


rang, tient lieu d'une grande vertu. 


8. Il y a une eſpece de galimatias que la 


pratique fait connoitre quelquefois, mais que 
la ſpeculation ne fait jamais entendre. 


9. Toutes les Puiſſances ne peuvent rien 
contre la rẽputation d'un homme qui ſe la con- 


ſerve dans ſon Corps. 


10. On eſt auſſi ſouvent dupe par la defiance 
que par la confiance. 

11. L'extremitè du mal n eſt j jamais a ſon 
periode, que quand ceux qui commandent 
ont perdu la honte; parce que c'eft juſtement 
le moment dans lequel ceux qui obèiſſent per- 
dent le reſpect; et c'eſt dans ce meme moment 
que l'on revient de la en, mais par des 
convulſions. po 
12. Il y a un voile qui doit toujours cou- 
wr tout ce que l'on peut dire, et tout ce que 


Yon peut croire du Droit des Peuples et de 


celui 
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celui des Rois, qui ne s'accordent ; jamais {i 
bien enſemble que dans le ſilence. 
13. Il y a des conjonctures dans leſquelles 
on ne peut plus faire que des fautes; mais la 
fortune ne met jamais les hommes dans cet 
Etat, qui eſt de tous le plus malheureux, et 
perſonne. n'y tombe que ceux qui s preci- 
pitent par leur faute. 
14. Il fied plus mal à un Miaiftre de dire 
des ſottiſes, que d'en faire. 


15. Les avis que l'on donne à un Miniftre 


paſſent pour des crimes, toutes les fois qu'on 
ne lui eſt point agreable. 

16 Aupres des Princes, il eſt auſſi dange- 
reux, et preſqu' auſh criminel, de pouvoir le 
bien que de vouloir le mal. 

17. Il eſt bien plus naturel a a la peur de con- 
ſulter que decider. 
18 Cette circonſtance paroit ridjaoler mais 
elle eſt fondee. A Paris, dans les emotions 
populaires, les plus echauffes ne veulent pas, 
ce qu'ils apellent, /e de/beurer. 
19. La flexibilite eſt de toutes les qualites la 
plus nèceſſaire pour le maniement des grandes 
affaires. | 
20. On a plus de peine E les Partis, de 
vivre avec ceux qui en ſont, que d'agir contre 
ceux qui y ſont oppoles. 

21. Les plus grands dangers ont leurs char- 

mes, 


MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 383 


mes, pour peu que Fon appercoive de gloire 
dans la perſpective des mauvais ſucces; les 
mediocres dangers n'ont que des horreurs, 
quand la perte de la reputation ell attachee a 
la mauvaiſe fortune. | 

22. Les extremes ſont toujours ſlcheux. 
Mais ce font des motens ſages quand ils ſont 

neccfſaires: ce qu'ils ont de conſolant c'eſt 
qu'ils ne ſont jamais mediocres, et Wu 11s ſont 
decififs quand ils ſont bons. 
23. Il y a des conjonctures ou la prudence 
meme ordonne de ne conſulter que le chapitre 
des accidens. 

24. 11 n'y a rien dans le monde qui n/ait ſon 
moment deciſif; et le chef d' œuvre de la bonne 
conduite, eſt de connoitre et de prendre ce mo- 
nent. oo bu 
c 25. L'abomination joint au ridicule fait le 
i us dangereux et le plus icremediable de tous 
ks compoſes. | 

26 Les gens foibles ne plient jamais quand 
le doivent. 
27. Rien ne touche et n'emeut tant les peu- 
les, et meme les Compagnies, qui tiennent 
beaucoup du i” uple, que la variete des ſpec> 
kcles. 
28. Les exemples du paſſe touchent ſans 
Mparaiſon plus les hommes, que ceux de leur 
ele: nous nous accoutumons à tout ce que 
nous 
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nous voions; et peut-&re que le Conſulat du 
Cheval de Caligula, ne nous auroit Pas tant 
ſurpris que nous nous l'imaginons. 
29. Les hommes foibles ſe laiſſent aller or · 
dlinairement au plus grand bruit. 

30. Il ne faut jamais conteſter ce qu'on ne 
croit pas pouvoir obtenir. 
31. Le moment ou l'on regoit les plus heu- 
reuſes nouvelles, eſt juſtement celui ou il faut 
redoubler ſon attention pour les petites. 

32. Le pouvoir dans les peuples eſt fächeur, 
en ce qu'il nous rend reſponſables de ce qu' ils 
font malpgre nous. 0 
33. Lune des plus grandes incommodites| 
des guerres civiles, eſt, qu'il faut encore plus 
: application a ce Rp Von ne doit pas dire à 
ſes amis, qu'a ce que Pon doit faire contre ſes 
enemis. 

34. II n'y a point de qualite qui are tant 
un grand homme, que de n'ere pas julte ! 

prendre le moment deciſif de la reputation ou 

| L'on ne le manque preſque jamais que pou / 
mieux prendre celui de la fortune; c'eſt en quoi poi! 
Pon ſe trompe, pour l'ordinaire, doublement ner 

35. La vue la plus commune aans les impruꝶſ 4 
dences, c'eſt celle, que Von a, de la poſhbili 
des reſſources. 

36. Toute Compagnie eſt peuple; ain to 
y depend des inſtans. 


o 


37. 


MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 385 


37. Tout ce qui paroit hazardeux, et qui 
pourtant ne Peſt pas, eſt preſque toujours ſage. 


38. Les gens irreſolus prennent toujours, 


avec facilite, les ouvertures qui les menent à 
deux chemins, et qui par conſequent ne les 5 


preſent pas Topter. 


39. II n'y a point de Fm pas dans les gran 
des affaires. 


toujours raiſon. 
41. Rien ne a. fant les gens qui ont 
peu de ſens que ce qu'ils n'entendent pas. 


neſt pas preſſe. Mais Vinquietude des fubal- 


git pas, on eſt perdu. 
ou appaiſer les murmures. 


merité. | 


ans les grandes affaires, qu'il eſt ſuperſſu de 
es choiſir dans les petites. 


Miniſtres qu'un certain menagement dans le 


40. II y a des tems ou certaines gens ont 


42. Il reſt pas ſage de faire, dans les fac- 
tions, ou Pon weſt que fur la dèſenſive, ce qui 


ternes, eſt la choſe la plus incommode dans 
ces rencontres; ils crozent que, des u 'on n'a- 


43. Les chefs dans les actions nen font 
les maitres, qu' autant qu'ils ſcavent — 


44. Quand la fraieur eſt venue a un certain 
point, elle produit les memes effets que la te- 


45. II eſt auſſi neceſſaire de choifir eb t mots 


46. Rien n'eſt plus rare ni plus difficile aux 
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ealme qui ſuit immediatement les grandes tem- 
petes, parce que la flatterie y redouble, et que 
la defiance n'y eſt pas eteinte. 

47. Il ne faut pas nous choquer {i fort des 
fautes de ceux qui ſont nos amis, que nous en 
donnions de Vayantage a ceux contre leſquels | 
nous ag iſſons. ö 

48. Le talent d'inſinuer eſt plus mile que WM | 
celui de perſuader, parce que l'on peut iuſinuer 4 

a tout le monde, et que Von ne perſuade preſ- 
que jamais perſonne. 

49. Dans les matieres qui ne ſont pas favo- 
rables par elles memes, tout changement qui 
n'eſt pas nẽceſſai re eſt pernicieux parce qu 'ileſt | 
ann d 

50. II faut faire voir à ceux qui ſont natu- 
rellement foibles toutes ſorte d' abimes; parce 
que c'eſt le vrai molten de les obliger de le jet- 


n 
ter dans le premier chemin qu'on leur ouvre. 0 
5 1. L'on doit hazarder les poſſible toutes les M o 
fois que Von ſe ſent en ẽtat de profiter meme 
du manquement de ſucces. "2 
52. Les hommes irreſolus ſe determinent 4. 
difficilement pour les moins, quoique meme M ty 
ils fotent determines pour la hin. .. 
53. C'eſt preſque jeu fur avec les hommes e. 
fourbes, de leur faire croire que l'on veut ſp 


tromper ceux que l'on veut ſervir. 


$$ L'un des Plus grands embarras que Yon | 
ait 
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ait avec les Princes, c'eſt que Pon eſt ſouvent 
oblige, par la conſideration de leur propre ſer- 


vice, de leur donner des conſeils dont on ne 


peut pas leur dire les veritables raiſons. 

55- Quand on ſe trouve oblige de faire un 
diſcours que Pon prevoit ne devoir pas agreer, 
on ne peut lui donner trop d'apparence de 


finceritez parce que ce'ſt e moien de 5 
Padoucir. 


56. On ne doit jamais ſe jouer avec la fa- 
veur; on ne la peut trop embraſſer quand elle 
eſt veritable, on ne la — trop — quand 
elle eſt fauſſe. 


57. Il y a de Pidponreniont a gengager ſur 


des ſuppoſitions de ce que Pon croit impoſſible; 


et pourtant il n'y a rien de ſi commun. : 
58. La plupart des hommes examinent 
moins les raiſons de ce qu'on leur propoſe 
contre leur ſentiment, que celles qui peuvent 
obliger, celui qui les propoſe, de s'en ſervir. 
59. Tout ce qui eſt vuide dans les tems de 
faction et d'intrigue, paſſe pour myſterieux _ 
dans les eſprits de ceux qui ne font pas accou- 
tumés aux grandes affaires. 
60. II reſt j jamais permis à un inferieur de 
$cgaler en paroles? à celui à qu'il doit du re- 
ſpect, quoi qu'il s'y egale dans PaCtion. 
61. Tout homme que la fortune ſeule, par 
quelque accident, a fait homme publique, de- 
K k 2 vient 
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vient preſque toujours avec un peu de tems 1 un 
particulier ridicule. 


62. La plus grande inpesbectinn des hom 


mes eſt la complaiſance, qu'ils trouvent, à ſe 
perſuader que les autres ne ſont point exemts 
des defauts qu'ils ſe reconnoiſſent a eux memes, 
63. Il n'y a que Vexperience qui puiſſe ap- 
prendre aux hommes à ne pas preferer ce qui 
les pique dans le preſent, à ce qui les doit tou- 
cher bien plus eſſentiellement dans Pavenir. 
64. Il faut s'appliquer, avec ſoin, dans les 
grandes affaires encore plus que dans les autres, 
a ſe defendre du golit qu'on trouve pour la 
Baie 
68. On ne peut aſſez PO les moindre 
mots, dans les grandes affaires. | 
66. Il r'y a que la continuation du beakats 
que fixe la plupart des amities. 
67. Quiconque aſſemble le peuple, Vemeut, 


TRANSLATION. 


1.TFT is often madneſs to engageina conſpira- 
ey; but nothing is fo effectual tc bring 

8 people afterwards to their ſenſes, at leaſt for a 
time. As, in ſuch undertakings, the danger 

{ubGils even after the buſineſs is over; this o- 
bliges to be prudent and circumſpect in the 
| kucceeding moments. 
Rb, = 2. A 


all characters, the leaſt fit to head a faction; 


as the moſt indiſpenſable qualification in ſuch 
a Chief, is, to ſuppreſs, in many occaſions, 


and to conceal in all, even the beſt. grounded 


ſuſpicions. | 
3. Nothing ani mates and gives ſtrength to 


a commotion, ſo much as the ridicule of him 
againſt whom it is raiſect. 


4. Among people uſed to affairs of moment, 


ſecrecy is much leſs uncommon than is 3 
rally believed. ; 


6 Deſcending to the Little, is the ſureſt 
way of attaining to an equality with the Great. 


6. Faſhion, though powerful in all things, 
is not more ſo in any, than in being well or ill 
at Court. There are times, when diſgrace is 


a kind of fire, that puriſies all bad qualities, 
and illuminates every good one. There are o- 
thers, in which the being out of favour is un- 


becoming a man of character. 


7. Sufferings, in people of the firſt rank, 


ſupply the want of virtue. | 
8. There is a confuſed kind of ininble; which 


przCtice ſometimes teaches, but is never to be 


vnderſtood by ſpeculation. © 
9. The greateſt Powers cannot injure a 
man's character, whoſe reputation is unble- 


1 miſned 
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2. A middling underſtanding, being ſuſcep- 
tible of unjuſt ſuſpicions, is conſequently, of 
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miſhed among his Party. 1 
8 We are as often doped by dilidence ag 
by en 

11. The greateſt evils are not arrived at 
their utmoſt period, until thoſe who are in 
power have loſt all ſenſe of ſhame. At ſuch 
a time, thoſe who ſhould obey, ſhake off all re- 


ſpect and ſubordination. Then is lethargic 


indolence rouſed; but rouſed by convulſions. 
12. A veil ought always to be drawn over 

whatever may be ſaid or thought concerning 

the rights of the People, or of Kings; which 

agree beſt when leaſt mentioned *. 

13. There are, at times, ſituations ſo very 


unfortunate, that whatever is undertaken muſt 


be wrong. Chance alonè never throws peo- 
ple into ſuch dilemmas; and they happen only 
to thoſe who bring them upon themſelves. 
134. It is more unbecoming a Miniſter to 
ſay, than to do, filly. things. 
15. The advice given to a Miniſter, by: an 
obnoxious perſon, is always thought bad. 
16. It is as dangerous, and almoſt as eri- 
minal, with Princes, to have the power of 
doing good, as the will of doing evil.. 


17. Timorous minds are much. more in- 


_ elined to deliberate than to reſolve. 
| RE 18, It 


* This Maxim, as well as ſeveral others, evidently prote 
they. were written by a man ſubje ꝗ to deſpotie government. 
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18. It appears ridiculous to afſert, but it is 
not the leſs true, that at Paris, during popu- 
lar commotions, the molt violent will not quit 
their homes paſt a ſtated hour. 

19. Flexibility is the moſt requiſite qualifi- 
cation for the management of great affairs. 

20. It is more difficult for the member of 
a faction to live with thoſe of his own party, 
than to act againſt thoſe who oppoſe it. 

21. The greateſt dangers have their allure- 
ments, if the want of ſucceſs is likely to be 
attended with a degree of glory. Middling 
dangers are horrid, when the loſs of reputation 
is the inevitable conſequenee of ill ſucceſs. 

22. Violent meaſures are always dangerous; 
but when neceſſary, may then be looked upon 
as wiſe, They have, however, the advantage 
of never being matter of indifferency; and, 
when well concerted, muſt be decifive. 

23. There may be circumſtances, in which 
even prudence direct us to truſt entirely to 
chance. 

24. Every thing in this world bas i its criti- 
cal moment; and the height of good conduct 
_ conſiſts in knowing and ſeizing it. 

235. Profligacy, joined to ridicule, form the 
moſt abominable and moſt W of all 
characters. 

26. Weak minds never yield when they ought. | 

27.” Va: 
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27. Variety of ſights have the greateſt effect 
upon the mob, and alſo upon numerous aſſem- 
blies, who in many reſpects reſemble mob. 

28. Examples taken from-paſt times have 
infinitely more power over the minds of men, 


than any of the age in which they live. What- 


ever we ſee, grows familiar; and perhaps the 
Conſulſhip of Caligula's Horſe might not have 
aſtoniſhed us fo much as we are apt to ima- 
gine. | 


29. Weak minds are eds over». 


powered by clamour. 


39. We ought never to contend for what 


we are nor likely to obtain. 


Bo: > The inftant in which we receive the 
moſt favourable accounts, is juſt that wherein 
we ought to redouble our vigilance, even in 


regard to the moſt trifling circumſtances. 
32. It is dangerous to have a known influ- 


ence over the people; as thereby we become 
reſponſible even for what is done * our 


will. 


33- One of the greateſt difficulties in civil 


war is, that more art is required to know what 


ſhoui be concealed from our friends, than 
what ought to be done againſt our enemies. . 


34. Nothing lowers. a great man ſo much, 


as not ſeizing the deciſive moment of raiſing 
die rea: This is ſeldom neglected, 


but 


. 
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but with a view to fortune: by which 5 5 
it! is not unuſual to miſs both. 


35. The poſſibility of ramedrins impru- 


dent actions, is commonly an indacement 


to commit them. 
36. Every numerous aſembly ; is mob; con- 
ſequently every thing there depends upon in⸗ 


ſtantaneous turns. 


37. Whatever meaſure ſcems hazardous, 
and js in reality not ſo, is generally a wiſe one. 
38. Irreſolute minds always adopt with fa- 


cility whatever meaſures can admit of diffe- 


rent iſſues, and conſequently do not — 


an abſolute deciſion. 


39. In momentous affairs, no 59 is indif- 
ferent. | 

40. There are times in which certain peo- 
ple are always in the right. 

41. Nothing convinces perſons of a weak 
underſtanding ſo effectually, as What wy do 
not comprehend. 

42. When FaRions are only upon the de- 
fenſive, they ought never to do that which 
may be delayed. - Upon ſuch occaſions; no- 
thing is ſo troubleſome as the reſtleſſneſs of 
ſubalterns; who think ; a ſtate of Ions total 
deſtruction. ES 5 
43. Thoſe who head Factions have no way 
of maintaining their authority, but by pre- 

venting 
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venting or quieting diſcontent. | 
44. A certain degree of tear, produces the 

ſame effects as raſhneſs. . 

45. In affairs of importance, the choice of 

words is of as much conſequence, as it would 

be ſuperfluous in thoſe of little moment. 

46. During thoſe calms which immediately 

ſucceed violent ſtorms, nothing is more diſſi- 

cult for Miniſters than to act properly; be- 

cauſe, while flattery increaſes, ſuſpicions are 


not yet ſubſided. 
47. The faults of our friends ought never 


to anger us ſo far as to give an advantage to 
our enemies. 


48. The talent of inſinuation is more ole 
ful than that of perſuaſion; 3 as every body is 
8 open to inſinuation, but ſcarce any to pre 


49. In matters of a delicate nature, all un- 


neceflary alterations are dangerous, becaule | 


odious. 

50. The beſt way to compel weak 9 
people to adopt our opinion, is to frighten 
them from all ORs by magnifying their 
danger. 


51. We muſt run all bazards, hate: we 


think ourſelves in a ſituation to reap ſome ad- 
Vantage even from the want of ſucceſs. _ 
52. Irreſolute men are diſſident | in reſolving 


upon 


r 


)N 
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upon the Means, even when they are deter- | 


mined upon the End. 


53. It is almoſt a ſure game, with crafty 


men, to make them believe we intend to de- 


| ceive thoſe whom we mean to ſerve. 


54. One of the greateſt difficulties with 
Princes i is, the being often obliged, in order 


to ſerve them, to give advice the true reaſons 
of which we dare not mention. 


55. The ſaying things which we foreſee 
will not be pleaſing, can only be ſoftened by 
the greateſt appearance of fincerity. 


56. We ought never to trifle with eur. 


If real, we ſhould haſtily ſeize the e Y 
if pretended, avoid the allurement. 5 
57. It is very inconſequent to enter into 
enpagements upon ſuppolitions we think im- 
poſſible, and yet is very uſual. 
58. The generality of mankind pay leſs at- 
tention to arguments urged againſt their opi- 
nion, than to ſuch as may engage the diſpu- 


tant to adopt their own. 


59. In times of faction and intrigue, what- : 
ever appears inert, is reckoned myſterious by 
thoſe who are not acuſtomed to affairs of mo- 


ment. 


60. It is never allowable i in an inferior, to 
equal himſelf in words to a ſuperior, ane . 
he may rival him 1 in actions. 


50. Every 
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61. Every man whom chance alone has, by 
ſome accident, made a public charaCter, hard- 
Jy ever fails of becoming, in a ſhort 1 a 
ridiculous private one. 

62. The greateſt. ;mperfeQtion of men is, 
1 the complacency with which they are willing 
to think others not free from faults, of VAR 
they are themſelves conſcious. 

63. Experience only can teach men not to 
prefer what ſtrikes them for the preſent mo- 
ment, to what will have much TK weight 
with them hereafter. 

64. In the management of important bu- 
ſineſs, all turn to raillery muſt be more Care- 
"x avoided than in any other. 

In momentous tranſactions, words cans 
not be ſufficiently weighed. 

66. The permanency of moſt ſriendſhips 
depends upon the continuity of good fortune, 


67. Whoever aſſembles the multitude, will 


raiſe commotions. 


Lord CnrsTERFIELD's Rezangs upon 
: the foregoing Max: Ms. 


Harn taken the wouble of extraQting and 


colleQing, for your ule, tne foregoing Po- 
litical 


IISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 397 


litical Maxims of the Cardinal de Retz, in his 
Memoirs. They are not aphoriſms of his in- 
vention, but the true and juſt obſervations of 
his own experience in the courſe of great bu- 5 
ſinefs. My own experience atteſts the truth 
of them all, Read them over with attention 
as here above; and then read with the ſame 
attention, and tout de ſuite, the Memoirs; 
where you will find the facts and characters 
from whence thoſe obſervations are drawn, or 
to which they are applied; and they will 
reciprocally help to fix each other in your 
mind. I hardly know any book ſo neceſſary 
for a young man to read and remember. Lou 
will there find, how great buſineſs is really 
carried on; very differently from what people, 
who have never been concerned in it, ima- 
gine. You will there ſee what Courts and 
Courtiers really are; and obſerve that they are 
neither ſo good as they ſhould be, nor ſo bad 
as they are thought by moſt people. The 
Court Poet, and the ſullen cloiſtered Pedant, 
are equally miſtaken in their notions, or at 
lealt in the accounts they give us, of them. 
You will obſerve the coolneſs in general, the 
perſidy in ſome caſes, and the truth in a 
very few, of Court-friendſhips. This will 
teach you the prudence of a general diſtruſt, 


and the imprudence of making no exception 
VoI. IV. e to 
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to that rule upon good and tried grounds, | 


You will ſee the utility of good-breeding to. 
wards one's greateſt enemies; and the high 
imprudence and folly of either inſulting or 
injurious expreſſions. You will find, in the 
Cardinal's own character, a ſtrange, but by 
no means an uncommon, mixture of high 
and low, good and bad, parts and indiſcretion, 
In the character of Monſieur le Duc d'Ocleans, 
vou may obſerve the model of weakneſs, irre. 
ſolution, and fear, though with very good 
parts. In ſhort, you will, in every page of 
that book, ſee that ſtrange, inconſiſtent crea- 


ture, Man, juſt as he is. If you would know 


that period of hiſtory (and it is well worth 
knowing) correctly; after you have read the 
Cardinal's Memoirs, you ſhould read thoſe of 
Joly, and of Madame de Motteville ; both 
which throw great light upon the firſt. By all 


| thoſe accounts put together it appears, that 


Anne of Auſtria (with great ſubmiſſion to | 


Crowned Head do I fay it) was a B-. She 
had ſpirit and courage without parts, devotion 
without common morality, and lewdneſs 
without tenderneſs either to juſtify or to dig- 
nify it. Her two ſons were no more Lewis 
the Thirteenth's than they were mine; and if 
Buckingham had ſtaid a little longer, ſhe 
would probably have had another by NY. 
3 3 785 4 
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Cardinal Mazarin was a great knave, but no 


great man; much more cunning than able; 


ſcandalouſly falſe, and dirtily greedy. As for 


his enemy, Cardinal de Retz, I can truly call 
him a man of great parts, but I cannot call 


him a great man. He never was ſo much ſo 
as in his retirement. 'The Ladies had then 
a great, and have always had ſome, ſhare in 
Ytate-affairs in France; the ſpring and the 
ſtreams of their politics have always been, and 
always will be, the intereſt of their preſent 
Lover, or their refentment againſt a diſcard- 
ed and perfidious one. Money is their great 
object; of which they are extremely greedy, 
if it coincides with their arrangement with 
the Lover for the time being: but true glory, 
and public good, never enter into their heads. 
They are always governed by the man they 
love, and they always govern the man who 
loves them. He, or ſhe, who loves the moſt, 
is always governed by him or her who loves 
the leaſt. Madame de Montbazon governed 
Monſieur de Beaufort, who was fond of her; 
whereas ſhe was only proud of his rank and 

popularity. The Drudi for the time being 0 
always governed Madame and Mademoiſelle 

de Chevreuſe, and ſteered their politics. Ma- 
dame de Longueville governed her brother 

the Prince de Conti, who was in love with 

„ ber z 
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| der; Hut Marfillac, with whom the was in 
love, governed her. In all female politics, 
the head is certainly not the part that takes 
the lead: the true and ſecret ſpring lies lower 
and deeper. La Palatine, whom the Cardinal 
celebrates as the ableſt and moſt ſenfible wo- 
man he ever met with, and who ſeems to have 
a cted more ſyſtematically and conſequentially 
than any of them, ſtarts aſide however, and 


deviates from her plan, whenever the intereſts 


or the inclinations of La Vieuville, her Lover, 
require it, I will add (though with great ſub- 


miſſion to a late friend of yours at Paris) that 


no woman ever yet either reaſoned or acted 
long together conſequentially; but ſome little 


thing, ſome love, ſome reſentment, ſome pre- 
ſent momentary intereſt, ſome ſuppoſed flight, | 


or ſome humour, always breaks in upon and 
overſets their moſt. prudent reſolutions and 


| ſchemes. 


ON 


CONSIDERATIONS upon the Repeal 


of the Limitation, relative to Foreign- 
ers, in the Act of Settlement. 


HE particular Limitation, relative to 
Foreigners, in the ACt of Settlement, 


and now to be repealed, was marked out as 
peculiarly ſacred by the firſt Parliament, and 


that no uncomplaiſant one, of the late King, 
by enacting, that that Limitation ſhould be 
inſerted in all future acts of Naturalization ; 
and it was ſo, even in the aCt for naturalizing 


the Prince of Orange, the King's ſon-in-law. 


But, it ſeems, Meſſieurs Prevot, Bouquet, 


and others, are now to receive a mark of di- 


ſtinction, which the King's ſon- in law could 


not then obtain: But, can the ſame indul- 


gence, hereafter, ever be refuſed to ſoreign 
Proteſtant Princes, of the higheſt birth, and 
greateſt merit, and, many of them, nearly 


1elated to his Majeſty and the Royal Family 


who may, very probably, prefer the Britiſh 
ſervice to any other? 


The poor military arguments, urged in ju 


ſlification of the Repeal of this moſt ſacred 


Law, are too trifling to be the true ones, and 


100 wretched to be ſeriouſſy anſwered, unleſs 


GT, by 
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by the unfortunate Britiſh Officers, who are 
hereby in a manner declared and enacted to 

be incapable of doing the duty of Captains, 
Majors, &c. 


Some other reaſon, therefore, muſt be ſou ght 


for; and perhaps it is but too eaſily found. 
May i it not be periculum faciamus in anima 


vili? If this goes down, it ſhall be followed; | 


ſome foreign Prince, of allowed merit, ſhall 
make the firſt application to the Crown, and 
to the Parliament, for the ſame favour which 


was ſhown to Meſſieurs Prevot, Bouquet, and 
Company. Can either of them, in common 


decency, refuſe it? Beſides thai, perhaps, a 
time may come; when Generals, and ſuperior 
Officers, may be as much wanted in England, 


as great Captains and Majors are now wanted 


in America. 


Great evils have always ſuch trifling badi 


nings, to ſmoothe the way for them inſenſibly; 


as Cardinal de Retz moſt juſtly obferves, when 


he ſays, that he is perſuaded, that the Ro- 


mans were carried on by ſuch ſhades and 
gradations of miſchief and extravagancy, as 


not to have been. much ſurpriſed or alarmed 
when Caligula dechred his intention of ma- 
king his horſe Conſul. So that, by the natu- 
ral progreſſion of precedents, the next gene- 


ration may probably ines. and even without 
_ fur- 


m_ nd ae Mi 
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ſurpriſe or. abhorrence, Foreigners com mand- 


ing your troops, and. voting the ſupplies for 


an in both Houſes of Parliament. 


As to the pretended utility of theſe foreign 
Heroes, it is impoſſible to anſwer ſuch argu- 


ments ſeriouſly. What experience evinces 


the neceſſity ? Cape Breton, the ſtrongeſt place 
in America, was very irregularly taken, in 
the laſt war, by our irregular American troops: 


Sir William Johnſon lately beat, and took, 


moſt irregularly, the regular General Dieſkau, 


at the head of his regular forces: and General 


Braddock, who was moſt judiciouſly ſelected 


out of the whole Britiſh army to be our Scipio 


Americanus, was very irregularly deſtroyed 


by unſeen, and to this day unknown, enemies. 


How will theſe foreign Heroes agree with 
the Engliſh Officers of the ſame corps; who 
are, in a manner, by act of Parliament, de- 
clared unſit for their buſineſs, till inſtructed 
in ĩt by the great foreign maſters of Homicide? 
Will they not even be more inclined to adviſe, 
than to obey, their Colonel; to interpret, than 
to execute, his orders? Will they co-operate 
properly with our American troops and Offi- 
cers, whom they will certainly look upon, 
and treat, as an inexperienced and mr 


ned rabble? Can it poſſibly be otherwiſe? or, 
can 1t be wondered at, when thoſc Gentlemen 
. know, 
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know, that they are appointed Officers by cne 
AQ of Parliament, and at the expence of 
another the moſt ſacred of the ſtatute- book? 
D but there js to be but one half of the 

Officers, of this thundering Legion, who are 

to be Foreigners. So much the worſe; for 
ten, according to the principle laid down, 
it can be but half-diſeiplined. Beſides, the 
jeſs the object to which a very great object 
is ſacrificed, the more abſurd and the more 
ſuſpicious ſuch a facrifice becomes. At firſt, 
this whole legion was to conſiſt all of Foreign- 
ers, Field- Officers and all; which, upon the 
principle of the abſolute utility and neceſſity 


of Foreign Officers, was much more rational; 


but thus mitigated, as it is called, is a thou- 
ſand times more abſurd. And how does it 
ſtand now? Why truly, the ſacred Act of 
Settlement is to be repealed, and in the ten- 
dereſt part, for the ſake of ſume foreign Cap- 


tains and Majors, who are to be co: mmanded 


by Britiſh ſuperior Officers, who, by this Act 
8 Parliament, are Leppoicy not to know their 
trade. 
One has bined (but one hears a dia 
falſe reports). that this abſurd ſcheme was, 
| ſome time ago, quaſhed by his Majeſty's own 


prudence and goodneſs; and, from the right- 
neſs of the thing, I am inclined to believe 
2 +. 
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that it is true; and I am ſure I will not ſup- 


poſe, that ever that might be among the rea- 
ſons for reſuming it in this ſhape, and forcing 


it down the throats of the reluctant Nation 3 
but this is certain, that it was once dropped, 


and at ſome expence too. The foreign Heroes 
were contented with Money inſtead of Laurels, 
and were going away about their own buſi- 


neſs; but, perhaps, a condeſcenſion to the 
unanimous wiſhes of the whole people of En- 


gland, at leaſt, was looked upon as a dange- 
rous precedent, and the repeal of the Act of 


Settlement as an uſeful one. But, however, I 
will have candour enough to believe, that 
this was merely an abſurd, wrong: headed 
meaſure ; for, if I did not, I muſt think it the 


vickedeſ that ever was puſhed. 
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AXIOMS i TRADE. 


0 ſell, upon the whole, more that: Jou 
buy. | 


To buy your materials as cheap, and to ſell 


your manufactures as dear, as you can. 


Io eafe the manufacturers, as much as apo 


fible, of all taxes and burthens. 

To lay ſmall or no duties upon your own 
manufactures exported, and to lay high duties 
upon all foreign manufactures imported. _ 

To lay ſmall or no duties upon foreign ma- 
terials, that are neceſſary for your own manu- 


factures; but to lay very high duties upon, 
or rather totally prohibit, the exportation of 
' ſuch of your own materials as are neceſſary 
for the manufactures of other countries; as 


Wool, Fuller's-earth, &c. 
Jo keep the intereſt of money low, that 
people may place their money in trade. 


Not to imagine (as people commonly do) 


that it is either prudent or poſſible to prohibit 
the exportation of your gold and filver, whe- 
ther coined or uncoined. For, if the balance 
of trade be againſt you, that is, if you buy 


more than you ſell, you mult neceſſarily make 


up that difference in money; and your Bullion 


a So. a A. 
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or your Coin, which are in effect the ſame 
thing, muſt and will be exported, in ſpite of 
all laws. But if you ſell more than you buy, 
then foreigners muſt do the ſame by you, 


and make up their defficiency in Bullion or 
Coin. Gold and filver are but merchandiſe, 


as well as Cloth or Linen: and that nation 


that buys the leaſt, and ſells the molt, mult 


always have the moſt money. 


A free trade is always carried on with more 


advantage to the public, than an excluſive one 
by a company. But the particular circum- 
ſtances of ſome trades may ſometimes require 
a joint ſtock and excluſive privileges. 
All monopolies are deſtructive to trade. 


Jo get, as much as poſſible, the advantages 


of manufacturing and freight. 


To contrive to underſell other nations in 


forei gn markets. 
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| To THE 


KING's moſt Excellent MAJESTY, 
The humble PETITION of PaiLie 


| 
Earl of CargsTERFIELD, Knight of 
the moſt noble Order of the Garter, 
| dnnn un; e l 
HAT your Petitioner, being rendered, 0 
by deafneſs, as uſeleſs and inſignificant n 
as moſt of his cotemporaries are by nature, c 
hopes, in common with them, to ſhare your tl 
Majeſty's Royal favour and bounty; whereby I © 
be may be enabled either to fave or ſpend, as ti 
he ſhall think proper, more than he can do at h 
preſent. b. 
That your Petitioner, 1 had the honour 1 
of ſerving your Majeſty in ſeveral very lucra- © 
tive employments, ſeems thereby intitled to a de 
5 lucrative retreat from buſineſs, and to enjoy R 
otium cum dignitate; that 15, leiſure and a alt 
large penſion. 
Jour Petitioner humbly preſumes, that he th 
has, at leaſt, a common claim to ſuch a pen- lo 
| Hon: he has a vote in the moſt auguſt aflem- qu 
| bly in the world; he has an eſtate that puts il of 
=: him above wanting it; but he bas, at the fame IF hc 


1 | | | | time, 
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time, (though he ſays it), an elevation of ſen- 
timent, that makes him not only defire, but 
(pardon, dread Sir, an expreſſion you are uſed 


to) inſiſt upon it. 


That your Petitioner is little apt, and always | 
unwilling, to ſpeak advantageouſly of him-_ 


ſelf; but as, after all, ſome juſtice is due to 
one's ſelf, as well as to others, he begs leave 
to repreſent, That his loyalty to your Majeſty 


has always been unſhaken, even in the worſt 
of times: That, particularly, in the late un- 


natural rebellion, when the Pretender advan- 


ced as far as Derby, at the head of at leaſt 


three thouſand undiſciplined men, the flower 


of the Scottiſh Nobility and.Gentry, your Pe- 
titioner did not join him, as unqueſtionably 


he might have done had he been ſo inclined 
but, on the contrary, raiſed ſixteen compa- 


nies, of one hundred men each, at the public 
expence, in ſupport of your Majeity's un- 


doubted right to the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms; which diſtinguiſhed proof of his loy- 
alty 1s to this hour unrewarded. 


Your Majeſty's Petitioner is well aware, 


that your Civil Liſt muſt neceſſarily be in a 
low and languid ſtate, after the various, fre- 


quent, and profuſe, evacuations which it has 
of late years undergone ; but at the ſame time 


he preſumes to hope, that this argument, which 


Vol. IV. Mm ſeems 
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ſeems not to have been made uſe of againſt any 
other perſon whatſoever, ſhall not, in this 


ſingle caſe, be urged againſt him; and the 
leſs fo, as he has good reaſons to believe, that 
the deficiencies of the Penſion- fund are by no 
means the laſt that will be made good by 
Parliament. 


Your Petitioner begs leave to obſerve, That 


a ſmall penſion is difgraceful and opprobrious, 


as it intimates a ſhameful neceſſity on one 


: part, and a degrading fort of charity on the 
other : but that a great one implies dignity 
and affluence on one fide; on the other, re- 


gard and eſteem; which, doubtleſs, your 


Majeſty muſt entertain, in the higheſt de- 
gree, for thoſe great perſonages whoſe re- 
ſpectable names ſtands upon your Eleemoſy- 


nary liſt. Your Petitioner, therefore, hum- 


bly perſuades himſelf, upon this principle, 


that leſs than three thouſand pounds a-year 


will not be propoſed: if made up gold, the 


more agreeable; if for life, the more mar- 


ketable. 
Jour Petitioner perſuades himſelf, that your 
Majeſty will not ſuſpect this his humble ap- 
” plication to proceed from any mean intereſted 
motive, of which he has always had the ut- 
| moſt abhorrence. No, Sir, he confeſſes his 
own weaknels ; Honour alone is his ob- 


ject; 


. R aca. ..z=wc—c. 
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ject; Honour is his paſſion; Honour is dearer 
to him than life. To Honour he has always 
ſacrificed all other conſiderations; and upon 
this generous principle, ſingly, he now ſo- 


licits that honour, which, in the moſt ſni- 
ning times, diſtinguiſhed the greateſt men of 


Greece; who were — at the ne of the 


public. | 
Upon this Honour, ſo ſacred to him as a 

Peer, ſo tender to him as a Man, he moſt ſo- 

lemnly aſſures your Majeſty, that, in cafe you 


ſhould be pleaſed to grant him this his humble 
requeſt, he will gratefully and honourably 


ſuppport, and promote with zeal and vigour, 
the worſt meaſure that the worſt Miniſter can 
ever ſuggeſt to your Majeſty: but on the o- 
ther hand, ſhould he be ſingled out, marked, 
and branded by a refuſal, he thinks himſelf 


obliged in Honour to declare, that he will, to 


the utmoſt of his power, oppoſe the beſt and 


wiſeſt meaſures that your Majeſty n 
can ever dictate. 


And your Majeſty's Petitioner ſhall 
ever pray. | 


M m 2 


DP 
=_ — 
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T. 
ADVICE 70 a Lady in AUTUMN. 


8sEs milk, half a pint, take at ſeven, or before; 
Then fleep for an hour, or two—and no more, 
At nine, ſtretch your arms; and, oh think, when alone, 
'There's no pleaſure i in bed!“ Mary, bring me my gown.” 
Slip on that ere you riſe; let your caution be ſuch; 
Keep all cold from your breaſt, there's already too ack” 
Your Wann ſet right, your twitcher tied on, ; 
Your pray'rs at an end, and your breakfaſt quite done; | 
| Retire to ſome author improving and gay, 
And with ſenſe like your own ſet your mind for the day. 
At twelve you may walk; for, at this time o'the year, 
The ſun, like your wit, is as mild as tis clear: | 
But mark in the meadows the ruin of time; | 
Take the hint, and let life be improv'd in its prime. 
Return not in haſte, nor of dreſſing take heed ; 
For beauty like yours no aſſiſtance can need. 
With an appetite, thus, down to dinner you lit, 
N the chief of the feaſt is the flow of your wit: 
Let this be indulged, and let laughter go round; 
As it pleaſes your mind, to your health "twill redound: 
After dinner two glaſſes, at leaſt, I approve ; 1 
Fame the firſt to the King, and the laſt to your love, 
Mm 3 Thus 
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Thus cheerful with wiſdom, with innocence gay, 
And calm with your joys, gently glide through the days. 
The deus of the evening moſt carefully ſhun, 

Thoſe tears of the {ky for the loſs of the ſun: 

Then in chat, or at play, with a dance or a ſong, 

Let the night, like the day, paſs with pleaſure along. 

. All cares, but of love, baniſh far from your mind; 

And thoſe you may end—when you pleaſe to be kind. 


* 3 


Pa 1 
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II. 
On a Lady's drinking the BATH WATERS. 


TY guſhing ſtreams impetuous flow 
In haſte to Delia's lips to go; 
| With equal haſte, and equal heat, 
_ Who would not ruſh thoſe lips to meet: ? | 
| Bleſs'd envy'd ſtreams ! ſtill greater bits es 
Attends your warm and liquid kiſs: 
Tor, from her lips, your welcome tide 
Shall down her heaving boſom glide ; 
There fill each ſwelling globe of love, 
And touch that heart I ne'er could move; 
From thence in ſoft meanders ſtray, _ 2 
And find, at laſt, the bliſsful way, 3 5 
Which thought may paint, tho? verſe may'nt fay. 
Too happy rival! dwell not there, 
'To rack my heart with jealous care; 
But quit the bleſt abode—though loth, 
And, quichly paſſing, caſe us both. 
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' VeRSes written in a Ladys SHE RLOCK upon Deaths. 
ISTAKEN fair, lay Sherlock by; 
His doctrine is deceiving: 


Foe, while he teaches us to die, 
He cheats us of our living. 


To die's a leſſon we ſhall know 
Too ſoon, without a maſter; 

Then let us only ſtudy now 
How we may live the faſter. 


To live's to love, to bleſs, be bleſt 
With mutual inclination ; 

Share then my ardour in your breaſt, 

| And kindly meet my paſſion. 


| But if thus bleſt l may. novlive, 
And pity you deny, | 
To me at leaſt your Sherlock give; 8. 
*Tis ! muſt learn to die. 


IV. 
8 O N 8. 
"HEN Fanny, blooming fair! 


Firſt caught my raviſh'd ſight, 
- elk with her ſhape and air, 


I felt a ſtrange delight: 


if 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
i{ 
i ; 
|; 
iy 
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Whilſt eagerly I gaz'd, 
 Admiring every part, 
And every feature prais'd, 
_ - She ſtole into my heart. 


In her bewitching eyes 


Ten thouſand loves appear; | 


There Cuped baſking lies, 
His ſhafts are hoarded there. 
Her blooming cheeks are dy'd 
With colour all their own, 
Excelling far the pride 
Of roſes newly blown. 


Her well-turn'd limbs confeſs: 
The lucky hand of ove; 
Her features all expreſs 


The beauteous queen of love. 
What flames my nerves invade, 


When I behold the breaſt 
Of that too charming maid - 
Rite ſuing to be preſs'd! 


| Venus round Fanny's waiſt 
Has her own ceſtus bound, 


With guardian Cupids graced, 
Who dance the cirele round. 


How happy muſt he be 
Who ſhalt her zone unlooſe! 
That bliſs—to all but me, 
May Heavea and ſhe refuſe! 


Vt 
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THENEVER, Chloe, I begin 

Pour heart, like mine, to move, , 
| You tell me of the crying fin 
oft unchaſte lawleſs love, 


How can that paſſion be a ſin, 
Which gave to Chloe birth ? 
Ho can thoſe joys but be divine, 
Which make a heav'n on earth? 


To wed, mankind the prieſt trepann'd, 
By ſome ſly fallacy; 

And diſobey'd God's great command, | 
* Increaſe and . | | 


You ſay that love's a crime. eee, 
| Yet this allow you muſt; 
More joy's in heaven, if one repeat, 
Than over ninety juſt. 


Sin then, dear girl, for Heaven's ſake! 
Repent, and be forgiven; | 
| Bleſs me! and by repentance make 
A holiday in heaven. 


vi 
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FRAGMENTS of LE TTERS. - 
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| I. 

Cn TER of the Garter is to be held 
at St James's next Friday; in which 
Prince Edward, the Prince of Orange, the 
 Eail of Lincoln, Winchelſea, and Cardigan, 

are to be elected Knights Companions of the 

Order of the Garter. Though ſolely nomi- 

nated by the Crown, they are ſaid to be elect- 

ed ; becauſe there is a pretended election. All 
the Knights are ſummoned to attend the So- 

vereign at a Chapter, to be held on ſuch a 

day, in order to elect ſo many new Knights 

into the vacant Stalls of the deceaſed ones: 
accordingly they meet in the Council Cham- 
ber; where they all fit down according 1 
their ſeniority, at a long table, where the So- 
vereign preſides. There every Knight pre- 
tends to write a liſt of thoſe for whom be in- 
tends to vote; and, in effect, writes down 
nine names, ſuch as he thinks proper, taking 
cate, however, to inſert the names of thoſe 
who are really to be elected: then the Biſhop 
of Saliſbury, who is always the Chancellor of 
the Order, goes round the table, ard takes the 
paper of each Knight, pretends: to look into 


them, 
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; them, and then declares the majority of votes 


to be for thoſe perſons who were nominated by 


the Crown. Upon this declaration, two of 
the old Knights go into the outward room, 
where the new ones are attending; and in- 
troduce them, one after another, according to 
their ranks. The new Knight kneels down 
before the King, who puts the ribband about 
his neck; then he turns to the Prince of Wales, 
or, in his abſence, to the oldeſt Knight, who 

puts the Garter about his leg. This is the ce- 
remony of the Chapter: that of the Inſtalla- 
tion, which is always performed in St George's 
Chapel at Windſor, completes the whole 
thing; for till then the new Knights cannot 
wear the Star, unleſs by a particular diſpenſa- 
tion from the Sovereign, which is very ſeldom 
granted. All ceremonies are in themſelves 
very filly things; but yet a man of the world 
ſhould know them. They are the outworks 
of Manners and Decency; which would be 

too often broken in upon, if it were not for 
that defence, which keeps the enemy at a pro- 
per diſtance. It is ſor that reaſon that I al- 
ways treat fools and coxcombs with great ce- 
remony; true good- breeding not being a ſuf- 
ficient barrier againſt them, The knowledge 
of the world teaches one to deal with different 
people differently, and according as charac- 


ters 
4 
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ters and ſituations require. The ver/atite in- 
genium is a moſt eſſential point; and a man 


muſt be broke to it while he is young. Have 
It always in your thoughts, as I have you in 


| mine. Adieu. 


P. S. This moment I receive your letter of 


the 15m N. S. with which I am very well 
pleaſed: it informs me; and, what I like (till 
better, it ſhows me that you ace informed. 


Von riding, fencing, and dancing, con- 
ſtantly, at the Academy, will, I hope, 
lengthen you out alittle; therefore, pray take 


a great deal of thoſe exerciſes: for I would 


very fain have you be, at leaſt, fie ſcet eight 
inches high, as Mr Harte once wrote me word 


that he hoped you would. Mr Pelham like- 


wiſe told me, that you ſpeak German and 


French as fluently and correctly as a Saxon or 
a Pariſian. I am very glad of both: take care 
not to forget the former; there is no danger 


of your forgetting the latter. As I both 


| thank and applaud you for having, hitherto, 


employed yourſelf fo well abroad, 1 muſt a- 
gain repeat to you, that the manner in which 
you ſhall now employ it, at Paris, will be 


finally deciſive of your fortune, figure, and 
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character, in the world, and conſequently of 
my eſteem and kindneſs. Eight or nine 
months determine the whole; which whole is 
very near complete. It conſiſts in this only: 
To retain and increaſe the learning you have 
already acquired; to add to it the ſtill more 
_ Uſeful knowledge of the World; and to adorn 
both with the Manners, the Addreſs, the Air, 
and the Graces, of a Man of Faſhion. With 
out the laſt, I will ſay of your youth and your 
knowledge, what Horace ſays to Venus; 


Parum comis fine te Juventas, 
Mercur iuſque. 


The two great ſubjects of converſation. now 
at Paris are, the diſpute between the Crown and 
the Clergy, and between the Crown and the 

States of Brittany: inform yourſelf thoroughly 
of both; which will let you into the moſt ma- 
terial parts of the French hiſtory and conſti- 
tution. There are four letters printed, and 
very well written, againſt the pretended rights 
and immunities of the Clergy ; to which there 
is an Anſwer, very well written too, in de- 
| fence of thoſe immunities. Read them both 
with attention; and alſo all repreſentations, 

a 2a and whatever ſhall appear, for or 
againſt the claims of the States of Brittany. 1 


40 we ſay, that None -nine in a hundred of 
28 the 
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the Engliſh at Paris do not give themſelves 

the trouble of inquiring into thoſe diſputes 
but content themſelves with ſaying, that there 
is a confounded buſtle and rout between the 
King and the Prieſts, and between the King 
and the States of Brittany; but that, for their 
parts, they do not trouble their heads about 
them ; fight Dog, fight Bear : But, with ſub- 
Wilken to them, theſe are objects worthy the 
attention and i inquiries of a man of ſenſe and 
buſineſs. 


"OO my dear child! ! Yours tenderly. Ez 


Nn2 | ) FI iy 


LETTERS to Different PezsoNs. 


Fa 


LETTRE de recommandation, en faveur 


de Madame Cleland, adreſſee a Madame 
de Tencin. 


Londres, ce 20 Aouſt, V. 8. | 

OuzarTTY par des mouvemens bien dif- 

| ferents, j'ai long tems ballance, avant 

cue Yofer me determiner, à vous envoier cette 
jettre. Je ſentois toute Vindiſcretion d'une 


telle Jdemarche, et à quel point c'etoit abuſer 


de la bonte que vous avez eu pour moi pen- 


dant mon ſcjour à Paris, que de vous la rede- 


mander pour un autre: mais follicite vivement 
par une Dame que ſon merite met à Pabri des 
refus; et porte, Wailleurs, a profiter du moin- 


dre pretexte pour rappeller un ſouvenir qui 
m'sſt ſi precicux, que le votre; Ie penchant 


{comme il arrive prefque toujours) a triomphe 
de la diſcretion et je ſatisfais en meme tems 
mes propres inclinations et aux inſtances de 
Madame Cleland, qui aura Phonneur de vous 


Trend! e cette lettre. 


Je ſcais par expèrience, Madame (ent Ty 


ſuis moi-mcme un exemple) que ce neſt pas 


. 
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. | v. - | 
la premiere affaire de Ja forte, à laquelle votre 


reputation, qui ne ſe renferme point dans les 


bornes de la France, vous a expoſee : mais je 


me flatte, auſſi, que vous ne la trouverez pas la 
Fu deſagreable. Un merite ſuperieur, un e- 


;prit juſte, delicat, orne par la lecture de tout 
ce qu'il y a de bon dans toutes les langues, et 


un grand uſage du monde, qui ont acquis i 
Madame Cleland Peſltime et la conſideration 
de tout ce qu'il y a d*honnetes gens ici, me 
raſſurent ſur la liberte, que je prends, de vous 


la recommander; et me perſuadent meme que 


vous ne myen ſcaurez pas mauvais gre. | 
Si vous medemandez, par haſard, pourquoi 


elle m'a choiſi pour ſon introducteur chez vous, 


et pourquoi elle a cru que je m'etois acquis 


ce droit là; je vous dirai naturellement, que 


c' eſt moi qui en ſuis cauſe. En cela j'ai ſuivi 


exemple de la plupart des voiageurs, qui, à 


leur retour, ſe font valoir chez eux, par leurs 
prétendues liaiſons avec ce qu'il y a de plus di- 
flingue chez les autres. Les Rois, les Prin- 


ces, et les Miniſtres, les ont toujours comble 


de leurs graces. Et motennant ce faux etalage 


d'honneurs qu'ils n'ont point rech, ils acqui- 
et rant une conſideration qu ils ne meritent 


Point. | | | 
Pai vante vos bontes pour moi; je les at 


exagétés meme, »'il etoit poſſible ; et enfin, 


Non 3 „„ 
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pour ne vous rien cacher, ma vanite a pouſſe 


Peffronterie au point meme de me donner pour 
votre ami favori, et enfant de Ja maiſon. 
Quand Madame Cleland m'a pris au mot, et 
m'a dit, “ Je vais bientot en France; je n'y 
ambitionne rien tant, que Phonneur de con- 
% noitre Madame de Tencin; vous qui Etes i 
bien Ja, il ne vous coutera rien de me don- 


ner une lettre pour elle.“ 


Le cas toit embaraſſant: car, apres ce que 
Yavois dit, un refus auroit ete trop choquant a 
Madame Cleland, et Paveu, que je n'etois pas 
en droit de le faire, trop humiliant pour mon 
amour n Si bien que je me ſuis trouve 
1ecuit à riſquer le pacguer, et je crois meme 


que je Paurois fait, & je n'avois pas eu Phon. 


neur. de vous connoitre du tout, plütot que 
de me donner le dement! fur un article f. ſen- 


"Ai ant done franchi le Pas 3 je voudrois bien 


en profiter, pour vous exprimer les ſentimens 


de reconnoiſſance que j'ai, et que Jaurai tou · 
jours, des bontes que vous m' avez temoigne 1 


Paris; je voudrois auſſi vous exprimer tout ce 
que je penſe des qualites qui CONE ens votre 


cœur et votre eſprit de tous les autres: mais 


cla me meneroit egal-ment au deli des bornes 


d'une lettre, et au defſus de mes ſorces. | 
Je ſouhairterois que Mo nfieur de Fontenelle 
| oulut 


w 


MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 427 


voulut bien s'en charger pour moi. Sur cet 
article, je puis dire, fans vanite, que nous pen- 
ſons de meme; avec cette difference, qu'il vous 


le diroit avec cet eſprit, cette delicateſle, et cette 
elegance, qui lui ſont propres et ſeules conve- 


nables au ſujet. 


Permettez donc, Madame, que deſtitus de 


tous ces avantages de l'eſprit, je vous aſſure 


ſimplement des ſentimens de mon cceur, de 


Veſtime, de la veneration, et de l'attachement 


reſpectueux, avec lequel je ſerai toute ma vie, 


= * 


Vorre, "I 


Je crois que vous me pardonnerez bien, ſi 


je vous ſupplie de faire mes complimens a Mon- 


heur de Fontenelle. 


TRANSLATION: 


LETT ER of Recommendation. in favour of 


Mrs Clcland, to Madame de Tencin. 


1 3 Auguſt the zoth, O. S. 

e by various thoughts, I have 
long been in ſuſpenſe before I durſt re- 

ſolve to ſend this letter. I felt all the indiſ- 


cretion of ſuch a ſtep, and how much it would 


be treſpaing vgon the pooiinels: I had experi- 
575 enced. 
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enced from you during my ſtay at Paris, to re- 

quire the {ame for another. A Lady, whoſe 
merit ſecures her from a refutal, has intreated 
me in the moſt preſſing manner, and my own 


inclinations bave concurred, to make uſe of 
the firſt opportunity, to recall a remembrance 
which will always give me pleaſure; ſo that, 


inclination having (as it generally happens) o- 
verpowered diſcretion, my own withes, and 


Mrs Cleland's defires, will both be gratified, 


by her having the honour of preventing this 


letter to you. 
1 know, Madam, by experience, and am 


myſelf a proof, that this is not the firſt affair of 
that kind, which your reputation, not confined 
within the limits of France, has brought upon 


you; but I flatter myſelf that you will not look 
upon this as the moſt diſagreeable. Superior 


merit, exquiſite and refined ſenſe, adorned by 


the knowledge of the beſt authors in every lan- 
guage, and a thorough uſage of the world, 


| have acquired Mrs Cleland the eſteem and 
conſideration of all people of moſt merit here. 
"Theſe motives encourage me to take the liberty 
of recommending her to you, and even per- 
| ſuade me that you will not be offended at it. 

If, by chance, you ſhould afk why this Lady 
has made choice of me to be her iutroductor 
towards you, and how ſhe came to believe that 


2. — 


1 


my „ 


. 


* 
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I had any ſuch right; I will candidly own, 
that I myſelf have been the cauſe of it: and, in 
this reſpeQ, I have followed the example of 
moſt travellers z who, at their return to their 
own country, endeavour to raiſe their reputa- 
tion, by boaſting of imaginary connections 

with the moſt diſtinguiſhed people abroad. 

Kings, Princes, and Miniſters, have always 
loaded them with favours : in conſequence of 
thoſe boaſted honours, which they never re- 
ceived, they often acquire a degree of conſide- 
ration which they do not deſerve. 

I have boaſted of your goodneſs to me; 

I have even, if poſſible, exaggerated it; and, 
in ſhort (not to conceal any thing from you) 
Vanity has even drove me to declare that I 

was your favourite friend, and domeſticated in 
your houſe. Mrs Cleland immediately ſeized 
this opportunity, to ſay, „J am going to 
France ſoon; I with for nothing ſo much as 
eto have the honour of knowing Madame de 

„ Tencin: ſince you are ſo much connected, 
_ « you can ealtly give me a letter to her.” 

This was an intricate affair; for after what I 
bad ſaid, Mrs Cleland might have been ſhock- 
ed by a refuſal, and my ſeif-love would have 
been too cruelly hurt if I had owned that I 
bad no right to do any ſuch thing. So that I 
find myſelf under a neceſſity of running all 

hazards; 
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hazards; and I really believe, that even if I 
had not been known to you at all, I ſhould 


ſtill have done it, rather than have confeſſed ſo 


mortifying a thing. 
As the firſt ſtep is now taken, I wiſh to 


make the beſt uſe of it, by expreſſing to you 
the ſentiments of gratitude which I have, and 


ever ſhall retain, for your goodneſs to me 
during my ſtay at Paris. I with it were in my 
power to tell you alſo, what I think of thoſe 
perfections which diſtinguiſh your heart and 


your mind ſo eminently from all others: but 
this would carry me beyond the bounds of a 


letter; and is, indeed, more than I know how 
to expreſs. Mr de Fontenelle might under- 
take this for me: for, to ſay the truth, I know 


that our opinions upon that ſubject coincide; 
with this difference only, that he would expreſs 
_ thoſe ſentiments with all that energy, delica- 


cy, and elegancy, fo peculiar to him, and lo 
very proper for the ſubject. 
Permit me then, Madam, though deſtitute 


of all thoſe advaritages of mind, to aſſure you 
ſimply of the ſentiments of my heart; and 


of the eſteem, veneration, and reſpectful at— 
tachment, with which I ſhall always remain 
Yours, Oc. 


8 am perſuaded rhat you will forgive 


23 


MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 431 


my troubling you to make my compliments to 
1 de Fontenelle. 


* 
. _—y 


II. 


Londres, ce 1 . V. 8. 


MADAME, | 
IE ne ſuis pas diſeur de bonne avanture, ains 

au contraire; car je vous annonce que ces 
quatre billets, que j'ai choiſi avec tant d'atten 
tion, et que J eſtimots, Pun portant l'autre, 
a vingt mille pieces au moins, le ſont aviles 
d'etre tous blancs. | 

Je ne me conſole de votre malheur que par 2 
les belles reflexions a il me fait faire, et par 
la morale utile que j en tire, pour le reſte de 
mes jours. — Oui! je vois bien, à preſent, 
que toute la prudence humaine, les meſures 
les plus ſages, et les projets les mieux con- 
certes, ſont frivoles, fi la fortune, cette Divi- 
nite inconſtante, biſarre; et feminine, n'eſt pas 
d'humeur a les favoriſer. Car que pouvoit- | 
en faire de plus que je mal fait, et qu'en pou- 
voit- il arriver de moins? 

Se donnera-t'- on, apres cela, du mouve- 
ment, formera-t'-on des plans, et $'inquietera- 
t'- on, pour les choſes de ce monde? Joſe dire, 
que ſi ces reflexions, auſſi judicieuſes que nou- 
velles, font la mème e impreſſion ſur votre ef- 
prit 


= — ——— — 


\ 
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prit qu'elles ont fait ſur le mien, elles vous 


vaudront plus que tout ce que vous auriez 
pu gagner dans la lotterie. 
Vous etes bien querelleuſe, Madame; fur: 


qu' a m*accorder un talent, que je n'ai pas, 


pour pouvoir, apres, me reprocher de ne le 


pas emploier avec vous; et je m'epuiſe, dites 
vous, en bon ton, avec Madame de Moncon- 
ſeil. Quelle accuſation injuſte, et denuee de 
toute vraifemblance! Un Milord Anglois 
avec le bon ton! Ce ſont deux choſes abſolu- 


ment contradictoires; ou pour, m'expliquer 


plus clairement, et ſimplifier mon idee, ce 
| font deux Etres hetecogenes, dont Vexiſtence 
de Pun implique neceſſairement la Privation 
de l'autre. 
Me voici donc juſtiſie dans toutes les ſormes 
de la logique; et fi vous n'en ètes pas con- 
tente, Madame de Monconſeil, qui a en main 
mes pieces juſtificatives, pourra vous en con- 
vaincre. Au reſte; fi j'en poſſedois tant ſoit 
peu, ce nouvel an me fourniroit une belle oc- 
caſion de l'ètaler. Et quoique depuis plus de 


cinq mille ans toute la terre ait traite ce ſujet, 


Je vous dirois quelque choſe de nouveau, de 


galant, et d'obſcur, dont on ne veſt jamais 


aviſe auparavant: votre merite, et les ſenti- | 
mens de mon coeur, y ſeroient alembiquè cs, 
ae a a plus fine quinteſſence. 


TRANS: 
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TRANSLATION. 


| London, January the zt, 0. 8. 
MADAM, 


1 Have no ſkill in fortune- telling: for I muſt 
_** acquaint you, that the four lottery tickets 
I had choſen with ſo much care, and valued 
one with another at the rate of (atleaſt) twenty 
| thouſand pounds, are all come out blanks. _ 
My only conſolation in this misfortune is, 
the fine refle&ions which it occaſions, and the 
molt uſeful Moral drawn from it for the reſt 
of my days. Now, I plainly ſee that all hu- 
man prudence, the wiſeſt projects, and the 
beſt-concerted ſchemes, are vain and frivo- 
lous if Fortune, that capricious, inconſtant, 
and feminine Deity, is not diſpoſed to favour | 
them: for what more could have been done 
than Idid, and what leſs could have happened? 

After ſuch a reverſe, ſhall we ever take 
pains, form projects, or be uneaſy concerning 
_ worldly events? I will venture to ſay, that if 
ſuch reflections, equally judicious as new, 
make the ſame impreſſion upon your mind 
that they do upon mine, they will be more 
valuable than all you could have won in the 
Lottery. 

vurely, Madan, you 3 have a great in- 


clination to qua, ſince you allow me to be 
Vor. IV. O 0 in 


— 


eee — — 
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prit qu'elles ont fait fur le mien, elles vous 
vaudront plus que tout ce que vous auriez 
pad gagner dans la lotterie. 


Vous etes bien querelleuſe, Madame; "ry 


qu'à m'accorder un talent, que je n'ai pas, 


pour pouvoir, apres, me reprocher de ne le 


pas emploier avec vous; et je m'epuiſe, dites 
vous, en bon ton, avec Madame de Moncon- 
ſeil. Quelle accuſation injuſte, et denuee de 


toute vraiſemblance! Un Milord Anglois 


avec le bon ton! Ce ſont deux choſes abſolu- 
ment contradictoires; ou pour, m'expliquer 


plus clairement, et ſimplifier mon idee, ce 


| ſont deux Etres heterogenes, dont l'exiſtence 
de Pun implique neceſſairement la Privation 


de l'autre. 
Me voici donc juftific dans toutes les formes 


de la logique; et ſi vous n'en Etes pas con- 


tente, Madame de Monconſeil, qui a en main 


mes pieces juſtiſicatives, pourra vous en con- 
vaincre. Au reſte; ſi j'en poſſedois tant ſoit 


peu, ce nouvel an me fourniroit une belle oc- 


caſion de Petaler. Et quoique depuis plus de 


cinq mille ans toute la terre ait traité ce ſujet, 
je vous dirois quelque choſe de nouveau, de 
galant, et d'obſcur, dont on ne s'eſt jamais 
aviſe auparavant : votre merite, et les ſenti- 


mens de mon cceur, y ſeroient alembiquees) 


zoſqu'd la plus fine quinteſſence. ; 
"TRANS | 
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TRANSLATION. 


London, January the 15t, O. S. 
| MADAM, 
Have no ſkill in fortune- telling: for I muſt 


acquaint you, that the four lottery tickets 


I had choſen with ſo much care, and valued 


one with another at the rate of (at leaſt) twenty 
thouſand pounds, are all come out blanks. 

My only conſolation in this misfortune is, 
the fine reffections which it occaſions, and the 


moſt uſeful Moral drawn from it for the reſt 


of my days. Now, I plainly ſee that all hu- 


man prudence, the wiſeſt projects, and the 
beſt - concerted ſchemes, are vain and frivo- 


lous; if Fortune, that capricious, inconſtant, 
and feminine Deity, is not diſpoſed to favour 


them: for what more could have been done 


than I did, and what leſs could have happened? 


After ſuch a reverſe, ſhall we ever take 


pains, form projects, or be uneaſy concerning 


worldly events? I will venture to fay, that it 
ſuch reflections, equally judicious as new, 


make the ſame impreſſion upon your mind 


that they do upon mine, they will be more 


valuable than all you yours have won in the 
Lottery. 


Surely, Madam, you muſt have a great in- 


clination to quartel, fince you allow me to be 


Vol. IV. e 5 in 
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in poſſeſſion of a talent which I really have 


not, in order to reproach me with not availing 
myſelf of it towards you, while, ſay you, «I 


« exhault that talent of ſaying agreeable things 


in favour of Madame de Monconſeil.” 


What an unjuſt accuſation, and how void of 
all probability! An Engliſn Lord, and ſay 
things in faſhionable French ohrafeet This is 
quite contradictory; or to explain myſelf more 
clearly, and to ſimplify my idea, I muſt an- 
ſwer, that they are two heterogeneous Beings, 


the exiſtence of the one neceſſarily implying 


the non-exiſtence of the other. 


| Now I think my juſtification complete, be- : 
| cording to all the rules of logic; but if that 
does not ſuffice, Madame de Monconſeil has 

it in her power to convince you, by nn 5 


my letters. 
Was J poſſeſſed of the talent you 4 


the New- year would be a proper occaſion to 
diſplay it on; and, although that ſubject has 
been treated by the whole world for above five 


thouſand years, yet I ſhould then ſay ſome- 
thing new, gallant, and unintelligible, which 


never before was thought of. Your merit, 
and the ſentiments of my heart, would then 


be diſtilled to the molt refined quinteſſence. 


MISC EILANEOUS PIECES. 435 


|; i i 
| A Londres, ce gme Fevrier, O. S. | 
Adv donc toute coquetterie de part et 
d'autre, et vive la vraie et ſolide amitie! 
Heureux ceux qui peuvent s'y attendre: c'eſt 
le gros lot, dans la lotterie du monde, contre 
lequel il y a des millions de billets blancs. 
S8''il pouvoit y avoir quelque choſe de flatteur 
dans mon amitié; je dirois, que nous pour- 
rions nous flater que la notre ſeroit egalement 
vraie et durable; puiſqu'elle eſt a Vabri de 
tous ces petits incidens qui brouillent la plü- 
part des autres. D'abord, nous ſommes de 
different ſexe, article aſſez important; et qui 
nous garantit de ces defiances et de ces riva- 
lites, ſur les objets les plus ſenſibles, et contre 
leſquels la plus belle amitie du monde ne tient 
point. En ſecond lieu; il n'entre point d'a- 
mour dans notre fait; qui, quoique, à la 
verite, il donne un grand feu à Pamitie, pen- 
dant un certain tems, la flamme de l'un ve- 
nant i s'eteindre, on voit bientot les cendres 
de Pautre. Et enfin (ce qui me regarde uni- 
quement) nous ne nous volons pas trop. Vous 
ne me connoiſſez que par mon bon cote ; et 
vous ne volez pas ces moments de langueur, 
d'humeur, et de chagrin, qui cauſent, ſi ſou- 
O O 2 „„ vent, 
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vent, le degout ou le repentir des liaiſons 
qu'on a forme, et qui font qu'on ſe dit à ſoi- 
meme, L'auroit- on cra? Qui Vauroit dit? 
Comme on peut ſe tromper aux dehors ? Et 
la perſpective, dans laquelle vous me volez, 
m''eſt ſi favorable, qu'elle me conſole un peu 
della lontananza, ou je ſuis oblige de vous 
: Chercher. 

Une caillette, a  beavx ſentimens, criti- 
queroit impitorablement ceux-ci comme tres 
indelicats; mais en ſont- ils moins naturels 
pour cela? Et ne ſommes nous pas, pour la 
-- plapart, redevables de nos vertus a des ſitua- 
tions et des eirconſtances un peu fortuites? Au 
moins j'ai afſez d'humilitè pour le croire ; et 
(6 je voulois dire toute la verite) aſſez d'expe- 
rience, de moi-meme, pour le ſcavoir. En 
tous cas; tel que je ſuis, je vous ſuis acquis, 
et vous vojez que je ſuis de trop bonne foi 
pour vous furfaire dans le prix de T qurRHCd 
que vous avez faite. 

Vous avez beau faire les honneurs de votre 
pals, et defavouer votre propriete excluſive 
des Graces; il faut convenir, pourtant, que 
la France eſt leur ſejour, ou plütot leur pals 
natal, Si elles pouvoient ſe fächer eontre 
vous, dont il y a peu d'apparence; ; elles ſe- 
roient piquees, au point de vous quitter, de 


| ce que vous les envoiez promener dans un 
pals 
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pais, ou elles ne connoiſſent, ni ne ſont con- 
nues de perſonne: et ſi haſard je les con- 


noiſſois, ce ne ſeroit que pour les avoir vũes fi 


ſouvent, chez vous. 
Il eſt bien ſur que les Graces ont un don- 


de la nature, qu'on ne peut pas acquerir ; l'art 


en peut relever Veclat, mais il faut que la na- 
ture ait donné le fond. On voit cela en tout. 


Combien de gens ne danſent-ils pas parfaĩte- 
ment bien, mais ſans grace; comme il yen 
a qui danſent tres mal avec beaucoup? com- 


bien trouve-t'-on d'eſprits vigoureux et deli- 
cats, qui inſtruits et ornes par tout ce que Part 
et Petude peuvent faire, ne plaiſent pourtant 
guere, faute de ces graces naturelles, qui ne 


$'acquierent point? Chaque pas a ſes talens, 


auſſi bien que ſes fruits et ſes denrees parti- 


culieres. Nous penſons creux, et nous apro- 
fondiſſons; les Italiens penſent haut, et ſe 
perdent dans les nües: vous tenez le milieu; 


on vous voit, on vous ſuit, on vous aime. 


Servez vous, Madame, de tout ce que cet 


— et Ces graces, que je vous connois, peu- 
vent faire en ma faveur, et dites, je vous en 
ſupplie, tout ce qu'elles vous ſuggereront, i 


Monſieur de Matignon, de ma part. Mon 
ccœur ne vous delavonera pas ſur tout ce que 
vous pourrez lui dire de plus fort, à propos da 


mariage de Mademoiſelle fa fille: mais ne 


Oo 3 vous 


r 
1 
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vous bornez pas à ce ſeul article, car il n'y en 


a pas un, au monde, qui peut le regarder, 


auquel je ne prendrois pas egalement part. 


Ce ſeroit abuſer de ſa bonte que de lui ecrire 
moi - mème: une meſfagere comme vous me 


fera bien plus d'honneur, et à lui plus de plaiſir. 


Adieu, Madame. Je * de la WN . 


de ma lettre. 


TRANSLATION. 


London, February the ↄth, O. 8. 
Abo chen to all coquetry on both ſides, 
and proſperity to real and folid friend- 


ſhip! In this lottery of the world, happy are 
| thoſe who can obtain that greateſt prize, to 
which there are millions of blanks. It any | 


thing couid be. pleaſing in my friendſhip, L 
would urge, that we have reaſon to flatter our- 


ſelves, that with us friendſhip may be equally 


true and permanent, ſince ours will be unat- 


tended by all thoſe little incidents which are 
| the bane of others. We are of different ſexes; 


an important article, and ſuch a one as pre- 


vents thoſe ſuſpicions and ſentiments of ri- 
valſhip which the fineſt friendſhips that ever 


were formed cannot withſtand. Secondly, 
We are free from love; which, though it may, 


during a time, add warmth to friendſhip; yet, 
when the flames of the one begin to extinguiſh, 


you 
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you ſoon perceive the aſhes of the other. And 
laſtly (but this relates only to myſelf), We do 

not ſee one another too frequently. You view 
me in the beſt light, and do not perceive thoſe 


moments of languor, caprice, or ill- humour, 


which are ſo generally the occaſion of diſlike, 


cauſe us to repent of the connections we have 
formed, and are the. motives that occaſion our 


faying, Who would have thought it? Who 
could have imagined it? How one may be 


deceived by outward appearances | The di- 


ftant point from which you view me, is fo very 


favourable, that it affords me ſome conſolation 


for being under the neceſſity of remaining ſo 


far from you. 


A trifling woman, with pretenſions to re- 


fined ſentiments, would criticiſe theſe unmer- 
cifully, as very indelicate; but are they the 


leſs natural? And are not moſt of us beholden, 
for our virtue, to particular circumſtances or 
to accidental cauſes ? As for me, I have hu- 


mility to own, and (were I to tell the whole 


truth) ſelf-experience to confirm it. At all 
events, ſuch as I am, you may diſpoſe of me; 


and you fee I am too ingenuous to deceive 


you, by enhancing the merits of the perſon 
who 1 is entirely yours. 


It is in vain you ſtrive to do the 1 of 


; your rg by larowing your excluſive 
; | 008 
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right to the Graces; for it muſt be confeſſed 7 
that France is their abode, or rather their na- 
tive country. It is highly improbable that 


they can be angry with you ; but were that 
poſſible, they would be provoked to leave you, 


as a puniſhment for ſending them a-rambling 
into a country where they neither know nor 


are known by any mortal. If, by chance, I 


had any knowledge of thoſe Goddeſſes, it 


could only be from having ſeen them ſo fre · 


quently with you. It is true, that the Graces 
cannot be acquired; art may add to their 


luſtre, but nature muſt have given them. It 


is the ſame in every thing. How many peo- 
ple are there who dance exceedingly well, 
but ungracefully; and what numbers who 
dance very ill, and yet gracefully? Do we 


not ſee frequently, people with great and good 


ſenſe, who, though inſtructed and adorned 
by knowledge and ſtudy, yet never can pleaſe, 
for want of thoſe natural Graces, not to be 


acquired? 


Every country has a i to it, as 
well as fruits or other natural productions. 


We, here, think deeply, and fathom to the very 
bottom. Italian thoughts are ſublime, to a 
degree beyond all comprehenſion. You keep 
the middle path; and are conſequently ſeen, 
followed, and beloved. 


I beg | 
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I beg of you, Madam, make uſe of all that 
' ſenſe, and thoſe Graces, which I know you 
to be poſſeſſed of in my favour, by telling Mr 
de Matignon, whatever they may inſpire you, 
from me. The moſt friendly things you can 
ſay to him upon the marriage of his daughter, 
will beſt explain the ſentiments of my heart. 
But do not confine yourſelf to that circumſtance 
alone, for there is no event whatever that con- 
cerns him in which I ſhould not take an equal 
ſhare. To write myſelf to Mr de Matignon 
would be incroaching upon his goodneſs; ſuch 
_ a meſſenger as you, muſt be more honourable 
to me, and more pleaſing to him. 
Adieu, Madam: Iam aſhamed of the length 
of this letter. : 


Theſe 
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1 1 


Theſe lines are inſerted, in order to introduce 
the following Letter with ma enn 


To the EARL of CHnoTaRFIELD, 
Auguit the 7h, 1763. 


ECL! No n thy ſhade, Blackheath ! 
From politics and ſtrife apart, 
Ilis temples twin'd with laurel-wreath, 
Aud virtues ſmiling at his heart: 


Will CHESTERFIELD the Muſe allow 
To break upon his ſtil] retreat? 
To view, if health {till ſmoothes his brow, 
And prints his grove with willing feet ? 


*Twas this awak'd the preſent theme, 
And bade it reach thy diſtant ear, 

Where if no rays of genius beam, 
Sincerity at leaſt is there, 


| May de Diſeaſe fly far aloof, 
O'er venal domes its flag diſplay ; 
And Health beneath thy peaceful roof, 
Add luſtre to thine evenin g ray. 


If this my fervent wiſh be crown 4, 
1'll dreſs with flow'rs Hygeia's ſhrine ; 
Nor thou with wiſdom's chaplet bound, 
At any abſent gift repine. 


What thoꝰ thou doſt not grace a throne, : 


While ſubjects bend the ſupple knee ; 2 
No other King the Muſes own, 


And Science lifts her eye to thee, 9 InP 
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Tho' deafneſs, by a doom ſevere; | 


Steals from thy ear the murm "os rill, 
| And Philomel's delightful air; 


Ev'n deem not this a partial ill. 


| Ah! if anew thine ear was ſtrung, 
Awake to ev'ry voice around, 
Thy praiſes by the many ſung 


Would ſtun thee with the choral ſound. | 


EDWARD JERNINGHAMs 


"wp Oy 


ToEDp warp JeRNINGH AM, Eſquire. 


Blackheath, Aug the 12th, 1763. 
, 


Do not know whether I can, with decency, 


acknowledge the favour of your poetical 


letter of the 7b. But Men, as well as Wo- 
men, are very apt to break through decency, 
when deſire is very ſtrong, as mine I aſſure 
you is, to thank you for it- -Could I give 
you as good as you bring, my thanks ſhould 
be conveyed to you in rhyme and metre: but 


the Muſes, who never were very propitious 
to me when I was young, would now laugh 

at, and be as deaf as I am to the invocation 851 ; 
” ſeptuagenary invalid. Accept then my hum 


bleſt thanks in humble proſe, for your very 
g20d verſes upon a very indifferent ſubject 
= which 
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which ſhould you be reproached with, you 
may very juſtly make the ſame anſwer that your 


predeceſſor, Waller, did to King Charles, af- 


ter the Reſtoration: the King accuſed him of 
baving made finer verſes in praiſe of Oliver 


Cromwell, than of himſelf; to which he a- 
greed, ſaying, that Fiction was the ſoul of 
Poetry. Am I not generous to help you out 


of this ſcrape at my own expence? I am ſenſi- 
ble, that, beſore I end this letter, I ought to 
ſhow ſome common- place modeſty at leaſt; 


and proteſt to you that I am aſhamed, con- 
founded, and in a manner annibilated, by 
the praiſes you moſt undeſervedly· beſtow upon 


me: but I will not, becauſe if I did I ſhould 


lie confoundedly for every human creature 

has vanity, and perhaps I have full as much 

as another. The only difference is, that ſome 
people difown any, and others avow itz where- 


as I have truth and impudence We to lays 
Tu maduli,, ma tu mi piaci. 


What am I to ſuppoſe that you are now do · 


ing i in Norfolk? 


Seribere quod Cafsi Parmenſis opuſcula vincat, | 
| An tacitum ſylvas inter reptare ſalubres? 15 5 


5 If you | firay among the hills, vales, and purl- 
ing ſtreams, it is to make your court to the 
1 Multh. who have long had ſuch : an affection 


for 
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for you, that (I will anſwer for it) they will 
meet you wherever you pleaſe to appoint them. 
If to thoſe nine ideal Ladies you add a tenth, 
of real good country fleſh and blood, I can- 
not help it: but God forbid that I ſhould ad- 

viſe it. In all events, I believe you would be 
equal to the ten. . 


am, with equal truth and eſteem, 
S 1 R, . 
Your moſt faithful, humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIEL D* 


P. S. I deſire my reſpects to Lady Jerning- _ 
ham. But not one word of the tenth Muſe, 


— — 
— — 


FF 


To Doctor Mo Ns E . 


| Bath, December the 230, 1767. 
DEAR DOCTOR, | 


b OT and my Governee, Mr W 
I told me that he had received a letter "Sg 
you, with your kind inquiries after my health; 
but at the ſame time ſaid, that PE might een 
anſwer it myſelf; for how the devil ſhould he 
know how I did, fo well as I myſelf did? F 
thought there was reafon in what he ſaid; ſo 
take the account of myſelf ſrom myſelf, as fol- 
lows. When I firſt came here, which was 
Var. IV. 1 juſb 


3 
| 


The houſe of G-—, or the houſe of M 
And where are you now; in Norfolk, or a 
mouthſhire? Wherever, you are, I hope you 
are vaſtly well; for I am, very ſincerely, 
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juſt fix weeks ago, I was very weak of my 


legs, and am ſo ftill. A fortnight ago I had 
a little return of my fever, which Doctor Moi- 


ſy called only a Febricula ; for which he pre- 
ſcribed phlebotomy, and, of courſe, the ſa- 
line draughts. The phlebotomy did me good, 
and the "ali ine draughts did me no harm; 
Which is all IL aſk of any medicine, or any 


medicus. My general ſtate of health has, ever 


ſince that, been as good as, at my age, I can 
hope for; that is, I have a good appetite, a good 
digeſtion, and good ſleep. Vou will, perhaps, 
ale me what more I would have? I anſwer, 


that I would have a great deal more, if I could? 


I would have the free uſe of my legs, and of 


all my members, But that, I know, is paſt 


praying for. Perhaps you may be in the ſame 
caſe. Whom have you quarrelled with, or 


whom have you been reconciled to, agen; 4 


Your molt faithſul friend and ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T. 
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ot ar 0 os 
To the Same. 


Pnar, dear Doctor, why muſt I not write 
to you? Do you gentlemen of the faculty 
Pretend to monopolize writing in your pre- 
ſcriptions or profcriptions? I will write, and 
thank you for your kind letters; and my wii- 
ting ſhall do no hurt to any n living or 
dying: let the Faculty ſay as much of theirs, 
af they can. I am very ſorry to find that you 
have not been va/ly well of late; but it is 
vaſtly to the honour of your {kill to have en- 
countered and ſubdued almoſt all the ills of 
| Pandora's Box. As you are now got to the 
bottom of it, I truſt that you have found Hope; 
which fs what we all live upon, much more 
than upon Enjoyment; and without which 
we ſhould be, from our boatted Reaſon, the 
moſt miſerable animals of the Creation. I do 
not think that a Phyſician ſhould be admitted 
into the College, till he could bring proofs of 
his having cured, in his own perſon, at leaſt 
four incurable diſtempers. In the old days 
of laudable and rational Chivalry, a Knight 
could not even preſent himſelf to the adorable. 
object of his affections, till he had been unhor- 
| fed, knocked down, and had two or three i ip cars 
P P23 or 
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or lances in his body; but, indeed, he muſt 


be conqueror at laſt, as you have been. I do 
not know your Goddeſs Venus or Vana, nor 
ever heard of her: but if ſhe is really a God- 
deſs, I muſt know her as ſoon as ever l ſee her 
walk into the rooms; ſor vera inceſſu patuit 
Dea. It is for her ſake, IT preſume, that you 
now make yourſelf a year younger than you 
are; for laſt year you and I were exaQly of an 


age, and now I am turned of ſeventy- three. As 


to my body natural, it is as you ſaw it laſt: 
it labours under no particular diſtemper but 
one, which may very properly be called Chro- 


vical; for it is Xe; itſelſ, that daily ſteals - 


away ſome part of me. But I bear with philo- 
ſophy theſe gradual depredations upon myſelf; 


and well know, that /evins fit patientid quic- 
guid corrigere eft nefas. And fo good night, | 
dear Doctor. a 

Bath, November 26%, 1766. 


—_ 


* 


— 


To Sir Tnouas Ron1x50N, of Chelſea. 


| . I . Path, November the 15th, 1757. 
* OUR letters always give me pleaſure and 


information; but your laſt gave me ſome- 


thing more, for it ſhowed. me that you was 


reco- 
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recovered from that illneſs, which the fears 
of Mr Walſh junior had magnified into a 


dangerous one. I did not like your being 


| ſent to Hampſtead for the air; that ſounded 


very like Kenſington Gravel-pits. I am ſure 
I need not t tell you the Fs I take: 1 in your re- 
covery. 
As to General 


8 affairs, : my opi- 


nion is fixed; and I am very ſure, that no- 
thing will appear upon this examination to 


make me alter it. There is a myſtery in it; 
and wherever there is a myſtery, I have done; 


I reſpect, but never reaſon. The Ode upon 
that expedition is written by a maſter, who- 


ever it is: the author of the verſes upon the 
foull, is certainly a Poet, though he has ſpun 


out his matter too fine; half the length would : 


have been much better. I cannot imagine 


why the Grub upon the Comet was laid at 
my door: but people have long thrown out 
their wit and humour under my name, by way 
of trial; if it takes, the true father owns his 
child; if it does not, the foundling is mine. 
I take it for granted, that the King of Pruſ- 
ſia's victory engroſſes the thoughts of all your 
great politicians in town, and gives you what 
you call great ſpirits: he has ſhown his abilities 


in it, which 1 never doubted of; but then 


nothing, only that there are now ſeven or eight 
| thou- 
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thouſand of the human ſpecies leſs than there 


werea monthago. France will ſend double that 
number immediately, and the match will be 


as unequal as it was before; ſince all Europe 
is ſtill combined againſt him; I will not ſay, 
and us, becauſe I think it would be impudent 


For us, now, to reckon ourſelves among the 
Powers of Europe; I might as well reckon 
myſelf among the living, who only crawl] up- 
on the earth from 'day to day, exhibiting a 


chattered carcaſe and a weakened mind. 
Though theſe waters always do me ſome 


good, it is merely temporary; but they do by 
no means regenerate me. I grow deafer and 


geafer; conſequently, duller and duller: and 


therefore, for your ſake, I will put an end to 


this dull letter; and aſſure you, wich all the 


truth of a man who has no invention, that T 


am, 
1 moſt faithful, humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


V 
To the ſame. 
Bl | Bath, December 34, 1765. 
12 . 1 myſelf much obliged to 


you for your letters from Yorkſhire, while 
you. 
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| pleaſure; your land ſteward, your tenants, 
and your agreeable country neighbours, em- 
ploying your whole day in pleaſure and profit: 
but i think myſelf ſtill more obliged to you 
for your laſt letter, from your Monaſtic retreat 
in the midſt of Ranclagh garden; the place in 
the world the beſt calculated for ſerious reflec- 
tions upon the vanities of the world, and the 
hopes of a better. There you may enjoy a 
philoſophical and religious ſolitude, uninter- 
rupted; except, now and then, by the rolling 
of coaches, the ſound of forty inſtruments of 
muſic, and the much ſhtiller ſound of the. 
| tongues of about two thouſand women. This 
is being a Chartreux indeed; and, in addreſ- 
ſing myſelf to you, I will take care to mix no 
levity in my letter, but confine myſelf to grave 
and moral reflections. For inſtance ;' ſee the 
dire effects of paſſion, or brandy, or both, in 
the caſe of Mr ——, whoſe uſual tranquillity 
and immobility have been tranſported to the 
molt violent exceſſes, of aſſault and battery, 
even upon the wife of his body; whom, I really 
| believe, he never aſſaulted with ſo much ſpirit. 
before: and if he gets the reputation of mad- 
neſs, he will rather be a gainer by it; for no- 
body ever thought it could have happened to 
him. We have here a great many great folks, 
T on and 
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and a great many fine folks : the former met 


in Council, to conſider how they ſhould beſt 


ferve their country in the approaching ſeſſion, 


that being their only view; and the latter, I 


mean the Ladies, in the intention of ſerving 
themſelves, or of being ſerved right enough by 


others. But all theſe are diſperſed, or diſper- 


ſing, now; and, I believe, I ſhall follow their 


example ſoon, and take myſelf away from 


hence to London; where I am too material a 
part of the buſy, as well as of the gallant world, 
to be longer abſent. But whatever 1 am, and 
wherever L am: I am, very truly, ' 


r 
Four very fairhſul, humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
5 i 
THE EN D.. 
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